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Tour Fiche gave to the 
Firſt Part of my Roman Hi- 


2 
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mproyement, makes me preſijme, 
That this Will not be Unacceptable F 
ſpecially ſince it contains ſuch Va- 
ety of extraordinary Examples, pro- 
Per for the Inſtruction of Princes; 
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1 22 great Encouragement 


22 by reading it with. "Delight. and 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, Wl. 
ſuch Miracles of Virtue, as well as Wat 

Prodigies of Vice; and ſuch ama- 
| zing Conſequences of both, as are 
| ſcarcely to- be found in any other 
| Hiſtory. Of all thofe Emperors 
| that I preſent to Your Highneſs, the 
| greater Part muſt be acknowledg'd 
to have been notoriouſly culpable, 


both in their Governments and their 
Morals ; and of thoſe Forty which 
compoſe the Body of this Hiftory, 
Twenty Seven were brought to un- 
natural Deaths. _ Yet theſe will afford Wjcc 
Matter of great Caution and Inſtru- gre 
ction to young Princes; their Miſ- Fa. 
fortunes being almoſt all owing to ſme 
their own Miſmanagements; their ſole 
deyoting themſelves to the. dazling wet 


þ Charms of Rule and Empire; and bar 
| their giving a full Looſe to their ſon 
1 8 I : » * 22 5 | 5 . h p 
[| exorbitant Paſſions, and inſatiablethei 


Appetites. By theſe Examples Tour eve 

_ Highneſs may learn the deplorablcſjand 

' and fatal Miſchiefs of a boundleſs Ty-ſſfrati 
ſ '\ Tanny; what Flames it raiſes on carl 
TO e 


_ 


The Ey N 


nd what Puniſhments it draws 1 
from Heaven. By theſe may be diſ 
cover d various Steps of the divine _ 

Providence purſuing the Tyrants 
vith incvitable Vengeance, and cha- 

I ſtiſing them and their Progeny with 
the e Miſeries and Calami- 
ties: And tho? they ſometimes were 
for a while triumphant in their enor- 
mous Proceedings, yet all their Po w- 
er and Authority cou'd not preſerve 


Ijects, or from the Treaſons of their 
greateſt Confidents, and moſt oblig d 
Favourites; nor cou'd all their nu- 
merous Forces ſecure them from vi- 
olent and unnatural Deaths; which 
were often accompany d with the moſt 
barbarous and 1gnominious Uſage ; 
ſometimes with the Extirpation of 
their whole Race and Families, and 
ever with the utter Rain of their Fame 
Icſand Memory to all ſucceeding Gene- 
Trations. 


A 4 On 


them from the Hatred of their Sub= 


— — 2 3 
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and Glorious; and their Memories fo | 
Dear and Precious t to their Subjects, 


mitted two or three of the good Em- 


— — Mi. 


The 2 Dedieatory. 


A 
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5 the contrary, Yau, Highneſs! y 
will find that the Reigns of the good. r 
Emperors and Governors, ſach as Au- C 
— 2 Veſpaſuan, Titus, Trajan, and the It 
two Antonines, were conſtantly. attend- Ih 
ed with the greateſt Proſperity and WW 
Felicity: Their Actions were Noble. 


and Succeſsful; their Deaths: Natural | 


that they cou'd not refrain from Ido I: 
lizing and placing theſe Princes in a 
Rank above all other Mortals. And 
tho* when the Empire declin'd, and 
became almoſt incurably corrupted by. | 
ill Princes and Tyrants, Heaven per- 


perors, namely, 1 Gordian, 
and Probus, to fall by the irreclaimable | 
Inſolence of the Roldiers Yer this. 
is ſtill very obſervable, that tho . by Þ 
reaſon of wicked Predecefſors, and | 
ſuch Accidents as rarely happen inf 
the World, theſe few good Princes 
i ; were! 
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vere broug ht to untimely Ends; yet 
ve find not one of the bad 2 

rors that eſcap d; unleſs we may ex- 
„ept Severus, whoſe Noble Service to 
the State and Government, exempts 


him, in a great. Meaſure, from that 
Name and Rank. | 


e. * So * - 2 | 
il. Theſe are Conliderations of the 
o higheſt Importance to the Happineſs 
„ Jof a Prince and his Subjects; and 


therefore. I hope they may vindi- 
cate my Preſumption in offering this 
Book to Your Higbneſs's 9 
which, notwithſtanding I would not 
have attempted, without particular 
Leave and Incouragement. Your 
Hig hneſs has made a Progreſs far 
Lee Your Age, in Literature and 
el Humanity; and thoſe extraordinary 
his Improvements have rais d the Na- 
by tions Hopes, and given it a mighty 
nd 1 and Satisfaction. And 
inf Ithat Your Highneſs's Proceedings may 
ces Ncontinually — theſe promiſing 


; 
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ere Begin- 
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| 
21 
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„ Beginnings, is undoubtedly the Pray 

| ers of all good Men, and can be no 

" Ifrof him who 1s, with all Poly, 
Reſpect, | 


Tour Highneſs's 
moſt bumble, | 
moſt obedient, and 
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THE | 


IPREFACE. 
N the Writing of this ſecond Volume, tho' I had all the 
Way ſome Regard to that young Prince to bam it us 

HE Dedicated ; yet I took ſuch particular Care, that it 


Wright be of the ſame general Uſe with the firſt Part; and 
Wave endeavour d, as much as poſſible, to make it of @ 


Who the compleat Eſtabliſhment of the Roman Empire; ſo 

Whis 4 Series of 355 Years from thence, to the Removal 
Wof the Imperial Seat, which was a principal Cauſe of its 
.in; and carry d down in the ſame Manner and Me- 
bod, ſo far as was conſiſtent with the Subject and Mate- 
rials. In this 1 bave alſo interwoven ſome Eccleſiaſtical 
Affairs, ſuch as the ten General Perſecutions of the Church, 


_ {and ſome other Matters, which are not Foreign, but make 
% Material Part of the Roman Hiſtory. 


vere principally Dion - 
tus, Suetonius, theſe Aut bort call d Hiſtoriæ Augu- 

Wſtz Scriptores, and ſeveral Epitomizers, ſuch as Flo- 
rus, Lætus, Victor, and Eutropius, among the Latines. 
Out of theſe and ſome others, I have made as Regular a 
Story as I cou d; tho' I ſometimes met with great Diff- 
._  {Wculties, by reaſon of the Courſeneſs and Sterility of many 

os ; Parts of my Materials, which together with the Strange- 
ef the Subject, have often oblig d me to deſcend from 
EHI. Quality of an Hiſtorian, to that F 4 Biographer. 
be Reigns of ſome of the Emperors were ſo monſtrouſly 


* 


Piece with that. As the firſt was a Series of 727 rr, 


The Authors I ud for tbe Compoſing of this Piece, 
| Cans Joon Euſebius, He- | 
rodian, . and Zozimus, among the Greeks ; and Taci- 


Wicked, 


9 
% 
4 
* 
— — 
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%? 


of them, whenſoever 1 judg d them for” the 1 my 
exia, 


treat bis Pardon for ſmall Errors and Faults, if be finds 


& the former Part. * 


of « 
|; y 
©} 


ure, than the firſt Impreſſion of the. other Parts, yet I dare 
7 a Nor had I Time ro beſtow my. C] 
utmoſt Pains upon it in all Places, eſpecially towards the | 


latter End. 


I will not detain the Reader any longer, but only — 


any ; for the greateſt part of this Book was writ in an | 
obſcure Place, where| I labour d under ' many Incomvyenien-. 
cies, both as to Books and Opportunities of Studying. 

However, I hope it will merit as favourable a Rereption 
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＋ RO M the perfect Settlement of the Empire by Au- 
45 guſtus, to ag ir of the Twelve Cæſars: Con- 
taining the Space of 121 Years. . 
chAp. I. From the full Settlement of the Roman Em- 
pire, to the Death of Auguſtus; in whoſe Reign the 
State and Form of the Empire was in its greateſt Per- 
A oy : Containing near 41 Years. P. Io 
HAP. II. From the Death of Auguftus, to the Death 
wit] of Tiberius the Third Emperor , who debas d and 
: rought the Chief Corruptions into the Roman Empire: 
| Containing above 22 Tears, . P- 50. 
* HAP. III. From the Death of Tiberius, to the Deatb 
72 il Nero, the Sixth Emperor ; which ended the Julian 
| Family, and firſt broke the" Succeſſion of the Empire: 
I" Containing about 30 Nears, | p. 81. 
1% CHAP. IV. From the Death of Nero, to the Death of 
Vitellius, the Ninth Emperor; after which the Empire | 
became Hereditary a ſecond Time: Containing the Space 
. | U almoſt two Tears. a SS * 
HAP. V. From the Death of Vitellius, to the Death of 
Veſpaſian, the Tenth Emperor, who reſtor d the En- 
pire in great Meaſure to its former Glory: Containing 
about 10 Years. | p. 188. 
HAP. VI. From the Death of Veſpaſian to the Death 
„ Domitian be Twelfth Emperor, which. ended the 
Family of the Veſpaſians, and the Twelve Cæſars: 
Containing near 17 Years. | p. 221. 


BOOK 
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The CONTENTS. _ 
BD +11 - -:- 


5, _ MROM the laſt of the Tiwelve Cæſars, to be Rem 

1 val of the Imperial Seat by Conſtantine the Greaz, 

1 | Containing the Space of 234 Years. : 

1 CHAP. I. From the Death F Domitian, the laſt g 

the Twelve Cæſars, to Lhe Death of Trajan, the Four- 

teenth Emperor, who brought the Empire to the 1. 

= moſt Extent and Power : Containing the Space of 21 

| Tears. | 8 P- 2554 

1} | CHAP. II. From the Death of Trajan, to the Death 

Wl - Antoninus Philoſophus, or Marcus Aurelius, th 

iN Seventeenth Emperor; when the Power and Luſtre « 

1 iI the Roman Empire began to decline: Containing 6} 

(| r . 9 7 2844 

ll. CHAP. III. From the Death of Antoninus Philoſe 

il phus, to the Death of Pertinax, the Nineteenth En 

i - peror ; when the Empire became expos d to Sale by thi 

{] Soldiers. Containing above 13 ears. p. 340 

| CHAP. IV. From the Death of Pertinax, to the Beall 
of Alexander, the Twenty fifth ape apo when i 


\ 


by Empire was firſt transferr'd without the Conſent | of thi 
9 SCenate. Containing above 42 Tears. * 
bl -CHAP. V. From the Death of Alexander, to the 8 3 
vj tivity of Valerian the Thirty ſecond Emperor; 4 


the Empire began to be uſurped by Thirty Perſons « 
Fl once, commonly call d the Thirty Tyrants. Containin 
mM about 24 Years. * os p. 440 
al CHAP. VI. From the Captivity of Valerian, and tl 

8 beginning of the Thirty Tyrants, to the Reſignation 9 
ju 7 Diocleſian, the Thirty Ninth Emperor; when th 

| Empire became firſt divided into Independant Part 
i Containing about 4.5 Years. d 
45 CHAP. VII. From the Reſignation f Dioclefian, 
wy the Removal of the Imperial Seat to Conſtantinople 
10 by Gonftantine the Great, the Forty firſt Emperor 
i which was the greateſt Step to the Ruin of the Romat 
. Empire. Containing about 26 Narr. p. 536 
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From the a 0 Settlement "Y the Empi ire 
by Auguſtus, to- the Eud 12 the Tod 
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om the ful Sertlement” of We Hin Emp tre, e, | 


to the Death of Auguſtus ; i whoſe eig 


the State and Form of the Empire was in its - 


greateſt Perfeftion. * 
Containing i the Space of near 41 7 cars. 


LY more peaceable and flouriſhing Con- 
T dition, than at the time when Auguſt ne _ 
tration of the Government; whether it be con- 


9 I q \ - 
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| HE Affairs of Rowe were never in a 


Ceſar "took upon him che ſole Admi- 


ler d in relation o W ars or Domeſtick 
B Troubles. 
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[| 2 The Roman Flſtory. Book |, 
1 Troubles. As the Temple of Janus was ſtill kept 
| ſhut, ſo the Soldiers chief Concern was the reaps 
N ing the Fruits of their former Conqueſts ; and as 
1 all private Pretenſions to Government were ex- 
fi cluded by this New Settlement, fo the ſecret Pract: 
wi ces and ambitious Deſigns of particular Perſons, 
0 which of late Years, had miſerably harraſs'd and 
almoſt ruin'd the State, were now wholly crufhid 
and ſtifled. And to compleat the Happinels of 
f Rome, Auguſtus himſelf made it his principal Care 
1 and Employment to maintain this Peace, and to 
gain the Hearts and Affections of the People, who 
f were now made his Subjects by Conſent, as before 
i they had been by Conſtraint z without which he 
5 cou d not with any Security have preſerv'd his Aw 
chority entire. This Love and Eſteem which It 
1 endeavour'd to gain, manifeſtly diſplay'd it felt 
| ſhortly after his being nam'd Auguſtus, in the Senate 
1 giving him the Title of Fatber of his Country, in theſe 
thi, words; The Senate, by the unanimous Conſent and Co 
0 currence of the People of Rome, ſalutes Tu, Cæſar Au 


C 


2 
1 
4 


Zia uaſtus, witha Titleof Pater Patriæ, wiſhing all mat 
$ ' 8 : 2 , . 

. ner of Proſperity to You and Your Family ; and in ſo m 
"tt ing, they wiſh perpetual Felicity to the Commonwealthi« 
wil | . . | | 

ſi To which hearty Salutation the Emperor reply cl 
| } with the utmoſt Marks of Satisfaction; That now Her 
1 was become Maſter of bi greateſt Wiſhes; and what pri. 


cipally remain'd fer him was, to implore the Aſſiſtance Mes 

| the Immortal Gods to make him a true Father of tet 
0 ä Country, and to continue him in their Love and A fed fo 
alt! ons to the laſt Moment of his Life. The Sincerity Mt! 
this Anſwer was more fully confirm'd by Time n 
for in all his Publick Cares and Actions the gener d 
| Good of his Country was manifeſtly his principal 
| Aim. And this appear'd not only in his Diſcourſe 
E- but in one of his Edicts, which runs thus: Would! 
Heaven I might ſo firmly eftabliſh the Common-Wealil 
* upen its proper Baſis, and reap ſuch Fruits of my inet 


ſan 


0 hap. I. AUGUSTUS It. 


tepi n Labour, as in after Ages I may be reputed the Foun= 
ap- er of /o Noble a Fabrick ; and carry ths Hope with me 
ny Death, That the Common-Wealth will perpetually 
er cariſh upon the Foundations which I have laid. | 
ati His firſt Concern was to eftabliſh the Religion of 
ons e State as he found it, and whatever Changes he 


andi ade in other Publick Matters, he was ſtill careful 
id avoid making any in this; well conſidering how 
s off&2nder a Point that was, and how dangerous ſuch 
Care |crations might prove in an unſettl'd Empire. In 
d to latters of Civil Government and Common Right, 
whole reform'd many ancient Laws, and enacted ſe- 


efote ral New; yet he acted not wholly by his own. 


n be leaſure, but propounded many Things to be deba< 
Ad in Publick, that if any diſapprov'd of em, they 

h Dight be alter'd and corrected. He defir'd all to 

t ſel&clare their Opinions with the utmoſt Freedoni 
nate Nd Openneſs, and after hearing and weighing their 
theſeeaſons, he wou'd act as he thought *emmoſt co- 

cent; but he more particularly deſir'd to be advis'd 
r Au the Conſuls, or his Collegue, if he himiſelf bore 

- 


man Pat Office; all which manner of Proceeding made 
ſo don ſtill more highly eſteem'd and belov'd. Of the 
vealtl her Magiſtrates he made choice of one out of 
ply ch fort, and out of the Senate fifteen; which 
now ere elected by Suffrage, and were conſtituted for 
at prone Months to be his Councellors; that by this 
ance Means he might ſeem to communicate his Deſigns 
of che reſt. He brought many things of great Note 
AﬀetW&'ore the whole Senate; but in Affairs of the high- 
ity ot Importance he often thought it moſt proper to 
Time nſult a few ſele& Perſons of the greateſt Wiſdom 
ener Underttanding. He ſomerimes \call'd theſe - 
ncipaWrions to decide Cauſes ; cho'the Senate conſtant- 
-ourſeFſ heard ſome particular Matters, and likewiſe gave 
[wer to the Ambaſſadors of Kingdoms and other 
ates as formerly. Tho' the Comitia or Aſſemblies 
the People were -— held, yet Roy 
2 3 


Ly 
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4 Ie Roman Hiſtory, Book |, 
of Importance was there acted contrary to the Pleas 
ſure of the Emperor: He permitted the Tribune 
to intercede for the People, but not to prefer or 
hinder any Bill; and without this particular Re: 
ſtraint he knew that the common Sort wou d never 
ſuffer him to ſit ſecurely in his Throne. He part: 
ly nominated Magiſtrates himſelf, and. left othen 
to be created by the People; ſtill taking care that 
no unworthy Perſons advanc'd: themſelves by an 
indirect Practices. And this was the general courk 
of Auguſtws's Adminiſtration of the Government; 
no Prince in the World being more Judicious in thy 
complying with his People, or more Skilful in thi 
preſerving his Authority. | 1 

His prudent Bearing with ſeveral Affronts, and 
his diſcreet Backwardneſs in puniſhing many Cn 
minals, was very remarkable; being always thi 
Effects of a moſt mature Judgment, and a profount 
Capacity, He ſometimes freely pardon'd many 
great Perſons, whom the Senate had condemn(d 
and that out of Policy as well as Clemency ; judi 
ciouſly conceiving, that the bare Queſtioning 0 
Men of the higheſt Rank, wou'd produce as mud 
Terror, tho it argu'd not ſo much Rigour, as ti 
Puniſhment of em. And when ever the Extrem 

ty of the Law was us'd, it was in Matters of thi 
higheſt Importance and greateſt Neceſſity.; and th 
do ſettle a general Tranquility, and a more laſtin 
Happineſs. He was juſtly ſenſible, that he ha 
ſtill many Enemies, both upon the account of 
former Conteſts, as well as his preſent Authority 
therefore he the more readily embrac'd the Advit 
of his Friend Mecænas, Never to be concern d at wb 
was ſpoken againſt him ; For, added he, if their Ac 
ſations be true, he ought rather to correct himſelf than 
| ſtrain others; if falſe, the contempt of ſuch Diſcow 
wou'd deſtroy the Belief of em; but a Concern wou d 
gue the Truth of em; and put it in the Power of the 1 
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eſt Perſon to diſturb bis Repoſe. This Rule was exact- 
y obſerv'd by Auguſtus, as a Perſon whoſe Title and 
Authority was not yet well ripen'd and ſtrengthen d 
y Time. And afterwards, when his Son- in Law 
ri; had by Letter urg d him to puniſh one lian 
or his Irreverence and Scurrility towards his Sove- 
eięn, he in his Anſwer deſir d him, Nor to indulge the 
fon, of his Years ; adding, That if any Man dares ſpeak 
0 Uf us, we are ſufficiently bappy, bile cur Condition is 
"cb :s be can do us no Injury. His great Kindneſs 
nd Civility to Antony's Party prov'd a firm Support 
o his own Intereſt ; and the greater, becauſe he 
ad given ſuch Publick Demonſtrations of his Fa- 
our to em, by adding Places of Truſt and Ho- 
ours to his Pardons. His Kindneſs and Bounty to 
e generality of the People was no leſs remarkable; 
dr many of the Commons who were in a decli- 
ing Condition he generally reliev'd : And when 
veral of em had made him Heir to. their Goods 
nd Eftates, he immediately reſtor'd all to the Chil- 
ren of the Deceasd, intimating, That no good Fa- 
ber ever appointed any Prince for bis Heir but a Tyrant. 
they were too young to receive it, he kept it till 
ney were of a competent Age; and then delivec'd 
with a conſiderable Addition of his own, Which 
enerous Action ſhew'd this Emperor to be as 
ue a Ghardian to Orphans, as a Father to his 
unt). 5 | 
But the principal Care of Aup»fus was to ſatisfie 
s Soldiers, and to render them conftant and fairh- 
| upon all Exigencies. A conſiderable number of 
hich he diſpers'd in all Parts of Traly, in thirty Co- 


for their more ſpeedy reaſſembling, if Occaſion 
ou'd require it. Abroad, among the Frontier Pro- 
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nies, as well for the Defence of the Country, 


ces, were maintain d at the Charge of the Pub- 7he fret, 
k, twenty five Legions, with their Auxiliaries, / 7% Em. 
enteen of which were in Europe; namely, eight?“ 


ſenum in the lower Sea, to awe and protect Guy 
Spain, Africk, and the Weſtern Parts. But this w 


The Roman Hiſtory, Book 


about the Rhine, four about the Danube, three Nie! 
Spain, and two in Dalmatia ; the other eight we or 
half in Aſia, and half in Africa; namely, four he 
bout the Eupbrates and the Eaſtern Provinces, . er 
in Egypt, and two in the Province of CarthaydMiſpc - 
Theſe were for ſome Ages with little Alteratio ion 
conſtantly maintain'd in Times of Peace, amou ed 
ing to 170650 Men, reckoning 6100 Foot and elve 
Horſe in each Legion; all which were paid wii 
the utmoſt Care and Exactneſs, their Annual W. 
ges amounting to near fix Millions of our Mt 
ney, beſides plentiful Proviſions of Corn, and th 
Stipends of Officers. But nigh the City of Ray 
were always lodg'd twelve Cohorts, conſiſting: 
about 10000 Men, nine of which were call'd Pr, 
zorian, and the other three Urbane; and theſe we 
eſtabliſh'd under a double Notion, the Guard of tt 
Emperor's Perſon, and the Safety and Security( 
the City. Beſides theſe numerous and well diſe 
plin'd Forces by Land, Auguſtus alſo kept up tu 
large and powerful Fleets at Sea; the one riding 
Anchor near Ravenna in the upper Sea, to con 
mand and defend Dalmatia, Greece, Crete, Cypra 
Aſia, with the Eaſtern Provinces ; the other at M 


not the ſole uſe of theſe two Navies, they bei 
deſign d likewiſe to ſcour the Seas of all Pirate 
to ſerve for Convoys to the Tributes, Cuftor 
and Impoſts, upon all Occaſions; and to tranſpe 
Corn and other Proviſions neceſſary for the Sul 
ſiſtence and Relief of the City. Auguſtus was 
leſs careful in Re-peopling Italy, which he joyn'd 
Cis-Alpin-Gaul, and brought twenty eight Coloni 
into it, having been much enfeebled and exhauſſ 
of Men by the late Civil Wars. He at the fan 
time took much care about the publick High-waj 
and finding them extreamly neglected of late Yeal 
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eleft ſome of them to be repair'd by certain Sena. 
ors, at their own proper Charges, and undertook 
he Via Flaminia himſelf; for which work, Statues 
ere erected to him on the Bridge of the Tiber, and 
at Ariminum. At the beginning of his Adminiſtra- 
ion, many Robberies and Qutrages were commit- 
ed in Italy; and ſeveral Parties had form'd them- 
elves into a Society, calling themſelves Te New 
ollelge, and acting all kinds of Villanies ; all which 
e ſuppreſs'd by his Guards, and aboliſh'd all Fra- 
ernities but ſuch as were ancient and legal. He al- 
o burnt all the old Bonds and Accounts which were 
Jue to the publick Treaſury, as the chief occaſion 
df vexatious Suits z and if the Title of any publick 
lace in the City was dubious and litigious, he a- 
arded it to the preſent Poſſeſſor. Then to make 
ill Men eaſie and fatisfi'd, he generouſly releas'd all 
uch Priſoners, both Debtors and Criminals," as 
ere kept under Reſtraint, only for the Malicious 
Pleaſure of their Creditors and Informers. 
Thus carefully was Auguſtus employ'd for the two 
rſt Years of his new Adminiſtration, and it might 
ave been reaſonably expected, that the Wiſdom of 
is Inſtitutions, and the Mildneſs of his Govern- 


ections in the Conquer'd Countries: But ſo pre- 
ailing is the love of Liberty, that in theſe proſpe- 
ous Times he was alarm'd with News of Britain 
eing full of Sedition, part of Spain up in Arms, and 


dg d a ſufficient Cauſe to open the Temple of 
anus, Which he did, after it had been ſhut near 
ve Years ; and for the better Eſtabliſhment of all 
Affairs, he left Rome himſelf and departed for Gaul 
ith all neceſſary Expedition. There the Britiſh 


aſling over thither ; and the Gault, by their Sub- 
iſſton, ſhorten'd his Stay in their Country; ſo 
B 4 "77 00 


ent, ſhou'd have prevented all Revolts and Inſur- 


aul prepar'd for an Inſurrection. All which he 


Lmbaſſadors, by their fair Promiſes; prevented his 


N 
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[1 that his principal Buſineſs was to Chaſtiſe the Inſo- 
00 lency of the Spaniards, eſpecially the Cantabri an and 
1 Aſturians, who now had made great Devaitationg, 


and done much Damage to the Roman Allies, Aw 
guſtus, at his Arrival, found em Befieging of a con 
ſiderable Town, which he in a ſhort time relievd;fo b 


| jj After which he divided his Army into three Parts, Voith 
1. and ſurrounded the whole Country of the Cant eo 
I brians, who had obſtinately reſiſted the Romans fo nd 


il many Years. Having diſcover d the Way to ſur d 
= prize em in their Mountainous Country, he prelsdÞnly 
„ forwards with great Vigour and Severity, till the heit 
WH were conſtrain'd to retire to one of their higheliMWns, 
Willi | Mountains, with their Wives and Children, and all 
6 | their beſt Effects, where they ſtrongly fortifid 
themſelves againſt any Attempt that cou'd be made 
againſt them. 37 
The Romans finding it extreamly hazardous te 
N attack ſo Warlike and Obſtinate a People in ſuch 
6 an advantageous Poſt, declin'd following em, but 
ans with great Expedition built many Forts, and ſe 


0 curely block'd up all the Paſſages and Avenues tif 
16 the Mountain, with a Deſign to ſtarve em. Ve ente 
0 ſuch was the Hardineſs and Reſolution of this Peo with 
15 ple, that inſtead of Yielding, they endur'd all thiWalu: 
008 imaginable Miſeries of Want and Famine, Mothe Ag. 
fl | killing their own Children, and the Young MeWold! 
Mill - ſlaying the Old, and devouring their Fleſh ro ſi Gau! 
90 ſtain the Neceſſities of Nature. This Evil ocean! 
Wh fion'd another as fatal, which was a ſharp and vie{Wnd | 


Fall lent Diſcord among themſelves, ſome being reſolvi 
0 co Yield, and others to Oppoſe : the former al 
h ledging, The abſolute Neceſſity of ſubmitting at . laſ 
| | | and the latter, The Honour of dying bravely with tha 
| Swords in their Hands, This dangerous Contentis 
| ſo far increasd, that the Cantabrians at laſt fore 
out 10000 of the A4ſturians, with their Wives a 
Children; who deſcending by the Rowan = 
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degg d of the Romans, with Floods of Tears, and 
he moſt moving Arguments imaginable, To make 
m Slaves, and to give em any Suſtenonce to ſave em 
vom periſhing. But the Empreſs's Son Tiberius, then 
dne of Auguſtuss Lieutenants, would not permit em 
o be receiv d, that he might finiſh the whole War 
vith leſs Bloodſhed. And when theſe miſerable 
people found themſelves thus depriv'd of all Hopes 
ind Thoughts of Relief, they immediately pound- 
d a Venemous Herb, and poyſon'd themſelves ; 
dnly the Voung-Men, by a way more ſuitable to 
heir Employments, and agreeable to their Profeſſi- 
Þns, kill'd themſelves by running upon each others 

Swords. | ; 

In a ſhort time after, the Remainder of the E- 
emy, to the Number of 23000, came down in a 
leplorable Manner, and yielded themſelves to the 

ercy and Diſcretion of the Romans, who ſelected 
x0000 of the Strongeſt to ſerve in the Wars againſt 
he Aſturiant, the reſt being fold by Troops, and 
ent to Places remote from their own Country. 
Df 10000 that were all diſarm'd, many of em re- 
ented it ſo extreamly, that they kill'd themſelves 
ith their own Hands, eſteeming their Lives of no 
alue after the loſs of their Liberties and Arms. 
luguſtus being then in thoſe Parts, permitted the 
Soldiers of his Guard of Spaniards to depart into 
aul with large Preſents, and Privilege to enter in 
Rank among the Roman Legions. He built Saragoſa, 
and ſeveral other Places of Note, which he fill'd 
ith ſtrong Garriſons, to prevent the Inſurrections 
df the Celtiberians, and afterwards he built a large 
Stone Bridge over the great River Iherss, Then 
ortly after having oyerthrown the Corniſci, Aſſo- 
iates to the Aſturians, taken their City, and put 
all the Inhabitants to the Sword; he march'd a- 
painſt the Aſturiant themſelves, who being envi- 
on'd on all Parts, burnt, ſtabb'd, and Pons 
WES. them- 
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themſelves, together with a great Number of thei. 
Neighbours. Yet there remain d many Parties oa: t 
ſcatter d People, who in a ſhort time gather d toges 
ther from all Parts, and all at once reſolvd to at 
tack the Romans, which they did with ſuch extra: 
ordinary Reſolution and Obſtinacy, that nothing 
but the Night could ſeparate em, after very great 
Loſſes on both Sides. The next Morning they 
joyn'd with more dreadful Fury than before, and 
the Battel continu'd very ſharp and bloody til 
Night, at which time the Romans by their extraor- 
dinary Diſcipline, and with extream difficulty, ob 
tain'd the Victory, confefling, That they never en 
counter d ſuch fierce and cruel Enemies. Auguſtus having 
thus happily finiſh'd this War, built ſeveral Place 
in that Country, ' which afterwards were much ims 
prov'd and enlarg'd. 163k 

This Year was as remarkable for ſeveral Wars in 
other Parts, as it had been for Revolts in Spain: 
Marcus Craſſius, one of Auguſtuss Lieutenants on the 
Danube, march'd into the Country of the Maeſians, 
a fierce and ſavage People beyond Panonia and the 
Danube, who had never ſeen the Romans. Upon the 
Approach of the Enemies Troops, one of their Com- 
manders came boldly up to the Front of the Roms 
Army, and cry'd, Who are you, that dare come to me II 
left s? The other reply'd, Ve are Romans, con 
Lords of Nations. It ſhall be ſo, anſwer d the Mæſian i entr 
if you overcome us; and thereupon made a Vow Y the 
ſacrifice to their Gods the Entrails of ſuch Captains as th afte: 
zook of the Romans, and afterwards devour em. Not Citi 
1 withſtanding their Threats and their unuſual Fierce than 
Nil neſs, they were ſoon put to Flight, and afterward of t 
i ſubdu'd, with all thoſe who had joyn'd with em Hor 
About the ſame time Terentius Varro, another of the Mar 
Emperor's Lieutenants, ſubdu'd the Salaſi, a People Mer 
upon the Alps, diſarm'd em, gave part of theif 
Territory to the Prætorian Soldiers, and there boy 

5 a Cit 
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a City call'd Auguſta Pretoria, now Aouſte. Vincins 

at this time appeas'd ſome Troubles in Germany, and 

was very ſucceſsful in feveral Places, by which Vi- 

tories he obtain'd for Auguſtus the Title of Impera- 

or, an Honour he had ſeveral times receiv'd before. 

Agrippa, whom Auguſtus had juſtly advanc'd to the 
higheſt Dignities, was no leſs employ'd in the City 

than others were in the Provinces, adorning it with 

ſeveral Noble Structures at his own Charges, amon 

the reſt finiſhing the Pantheon; a famous Temple, fo Pantheon. 
nam'd from its many Images of the Gods, or from 

its Arch'd Roof, which reſembl'd the Heavens. Au- 

guſtus at his Return ended the Year with the Mar- 

riage of Anthony's Daughter Cleopatra, to Juba King 

of Mauritania, and with that of his own Daughter 
Julia to Octavias Son Marcellus, a Youth of the Julia's fr 
higheſt Merits and Accompliſhments. And now Marri2ge, 
having finiſh'd all Wars he ſhut up the Temple of Yi 
Fanus a ſecond time, within leſs than a Year after 15 Twwpl, 
it had been open'd, being not very ambitious of of Janus 
new Conqueſts : For tho during the whole courſe P* the 
of his Government, he neglected no Wars that _ 
might be neceſſary or uſeful, yet he always left ſuch * 
to Heroes as were purely glorious. | 


II. For a ſhort ſpgge the whole Roman Empire IT. C 
continu'd in a profound Peace; and now Auguſtus | © 
entring upon his tenth Conſulſhip with Norbanus, 30. 
the Senate by Oath approv'd of all his Acts; and 

after a Donative of about twelve Crowns to each 
Citizen, the Senate gave him a greater Authority 

than ever, making him wholly free from the Power 

of the Laws. Many other things were decreed in 
Honour of him; and likewiſe, ' That his Nephew 
Marcellus, upon the account of his extraordina 

Merits, ſhou'd take Place in the Senate among thoſe 

of the Prætorian Rank, and that he might ſtand for 


the Conſulſhip ten Years before the Laws permitted 


him. 
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him. And in favour of his Empreſſes Son Tera 
it was ordain'd, That he might ſtand for any Ofc 
fice of Magiftracy five Years before the uſual Time Niro 
ſhortly after which, Marcellus was made Ædile, aui r 
Tiberius, Quæſtor. In which Year Klin Galla 

Governour of AÆAgypt, by Auguſtuss Order, to re-. hi 
venge ſome Affronts upon the Arabian, pierc'd a 
conſiderable Way into their Country, under the 
Guidance of Syllæus, a Noble Man of Arabia. Thi 
caus d the Temple of Janus to be open'd, after it 
had been ſhut leſs than a Year ; but Gallut, having 
firſt overthrown the Sabeaxs in Battel, and then loſt 
the greateſt Part of his Men in the Sandy Deſarts 
where Syllæus had treacherouſly led em, was at laft 
oblig'd to retire. About the ſame time the Canis 
brians in Spain and their Neighbours revolted, and 
ſurprizing a conſiderable Number of the Roman by 
a Stratagem, they put em all to the Sword. But 
eAlius Lama, Governour in thoſe Parts, ſufficiently 
reveng d their Deaths, laying all their Country 
waſte with Fire and Sword, and purſuing the Ene- 
| my ſo vigorouſly, that he ſhortly reduc'd em to an 
Wil) intire Subjection. 

Mil! The following Year the Emperor being in his e- 
i ty. leventh Conſulſhip, fell into a dangerous Diſtemper, 


14065 in which Time he ſeem d to dgſign the putting the 
I Wl Common-wealth once more to the Hands of the 
I Senate and People; which appear'd the more pro- 
a bable by his not naming a Succeſſor, and by his 
LONG giving the Senate a Book of all the Towns, Provin- 
10 ces, Allies, Forees, Riches, and Cuſtoms of the 
wh whole Roman Empire. When almoſt all defpair'd 
Fat Rl of his Life, Antonius Muſa reſtor d him to his Health, 
5 to the great Satisfaction of the People, who imme 
diately erected a Statue to Muſa, and plac'd it by 
that of «Aſculapius : The Senate likewiſe conferrd 
great Honours upon him, and in favour of his Pro- 
feſſion, gave Immunity from publick Impoſts, - = 
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I! others who from that time ſhould practiſe Phy- 
cn. At his Recovery there was a general Joy | 
+ Wcoughout the whole City, which was expreſs'd 
„many publick and magnificent Shows; and ma- 
y Fathers upon their Death- Beds commanded their 
e- bhildren to carry their Sacrifices to the Capitol With 
his Inſcription, THAT AT THE DAY OF THEIR 
hel E4A7 HS THEY LEFT AUGUSTUS IN 
HEALTH: And further it was ordain d, that 
om that time no Man ſhould be put to Death on 
ach Days as Auguſtus would enter the City ſo 
ouch and heartily was this great Prince belov d. 
u hortly after Augufus joyn'd himſelf to Calpurnius 
% ôin the Conſulſhip, a Perſon of the Party of 
ore) and Brutus. After which he for a time re- 
ird himſelf into the Country, leaving Lucius Seſtiun 
by iis Deputy, a conſtant Friend to Brutus and his Me- 
gary; which impartial Carriage fo aſſected the Se- 
tate, that they immediately decreed him Perpetual 
” Wau of the Roman Empire, and Tribune of the 
16.08 £-p/c, and gave him Power of aſſembling the Se- 
an ate whenſoever he pleas'd. In the mean time 

arcellus, for whoſe Sake Agrippa had gone into 
ſia, by his generous and noble Behaviour in his 
Edile-ſhip, gain d himſelf much Love and Repu- 
ation. All the City judg d and hop'd that he ſhould 
ucceed Auguſtus in the Empire; but ſhortly after, 
his extraordinary promiſing Youth died, to the 
xceeding Grief of all; a Perſon of whom Virgil 
aid, That the Deſtinies had only ſbewn bim to the World, The Deut 
nd _ bim wr „ beſt — e. bad — wa 2 Mar- 
anity for the poſſeſſing of ſo great a Bleſſing. He had celus. 
Publick Fant. 15 — a 3 
reed him; and his Death was by ſome imputed to 
he Empreſs Livia, the moſt exquiſite Projeareſs of 
er Sex, who was much diſſatisfy d at his being pre- 

err d before her own Son Tiberius. 
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The following Year had A. Marcellus and L. . 
runtins for Conſuls, and was accompanied with e 
many difcouraging Accidents, and ſo great aPlague, 
that the Lands of Taly were left untill'd. The 
Commons imagined thefe Calamities to have pro- 
ceeded from the Want of Auguſtuss being Conſul 
this Year, with great Ardency requir'd the Senate 
to make him Diclator, threatning to fire the Houſe; 
and there detain'd the Senators till they had decreed 
it. After which they all repair'd to Auguſtus, with 
twenty four Axes and Faſces, begging him to accept 
of the Di&atorſhip, and to permit himſelf to be made 
Procurator of Proviſions, as Pompey had formerly 
been. He unwillingly accepted of the latter Im. 
loyment, and aRed accordingly, but wou'd by no 

erſwaſions admit of the Di#atorſhip 5 and when he 
cou'd no otherwiſe fatisfie the People, he in a vie 
lent Paſſion tore his Robes in their Preſence, wiſely 
declining the Envy and Danger of that Title, when 
he had already the Honour and Authority of it in 
moſt Caſes. He made the ſame Refuſal when they 
offer dto create him perpetual Cenſor, naming Ani 
lius Lepidus, and Munatius Plancus for that Office, 
who were the laſt Cenſors of Private Perſons, . Ahd 
tho' they bore the Office, yet Auguſtus acted in ma- 
ny things pertaining thereto. In this Year he put 
an end to ſome particular Aſſemblies, and reform 
ſome others. He requir'd the Prætors, whom late: 
ly he had reduc'd to Ten, to take Care of the Cele: 
bration of all Publick Games; yet ſtill that ſors 
Stipend ſhould be allow'd 'em by the People. Ht 
likewiſe ordain'd, by a particular Edict, That non 
ſhould exhibit the Show of Gladiators, without Or 
ders from the Senate, and then no oftner than twice 
a Year, nor with more than 120 Gladiators. T0 
the Curule Adiles he committed the Charge of ex 
tinguiſhing Fires, allowing 600 Slaves for that Ser 
vice, And becauſe the Equizes, and many Illuſtn 
| | ou 
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ly the Children of Senators, which before had 
en prohibired ; but likewiſe that their Grand- 
hildren, and thoſe of the Equeſtrian Order, ſhou'd 
> reſtrain'd from ſuch Exerciſes for the future. And 
at he might appear a Prince more ſolicitous of 
dod Diſcipline, than Luxury and Profuſeneſs, 
hen complaint was made to him of the great 
arcity of Wine, he made Anſwer, That Agrippa 
d, by his Aquaducts, provided, bat no Man need die 
tb Thir „ 5 — a | f d 
In all Leſs Matters Auguſtus ſhew'd the Authori- 
of a Legiſlator and an Emperor ; but in others 
> ſo far humbl'd himſelf, as even to plead for ſome 
his Friends, who were cited to anſwer before 


te a Private Perſon. M. Primus, Governour of 


r his making War with the Odriſi, alledg'd it was 

Orders from Auguſtus or Marcellus; whereupon 
guſtus ſpontaneouſly enter'd into the Court, and 
ing ask d by the Prætor, whether he had given 
y ſuch Orders, deny'd it. Upon which L. Murena 


nger demanded, What be did there, and who ſent 
bim thither ? Auguſtus with as much Calmneſs and 
oderation reply d, It was the Commonwealth. Which 
eportment gain d him much Eſteem, tho many 
rbour'd ill Thoughts of him upon this Account; 
d ſome not only acquitted Primus, but likewiſe 
nſpird againft Auguſtus : The —_ of which 

re Murena and Cæpio, who able 
zre baniſh'd by Decree, and afterwards put to 
zath. At the ſame time Anguſtus freely reſtor'd 
e Province of Gallia Narbonenſis and Cyprus to the 
ople, as little needing the Protections of his Arms; 
d chenceforth Proconſuls began to be ſent — 
| thoie 


Women of late were accuſtom d to dance in 
e Orcheſtra at the Theaters, he order d, That not 


e Publick, and to appear in Courts of Judicature 


acedonia, having a Day aſſign d him to anſwer 


ho pleaded for Primus, with great Boldneſs and 


nting themſelves, 
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thoſe Provinces. About this Time the Cantabria 
and Aſturians in Spain revolting again, were in 
ſhort time reduc'd ; after which Auguſtus dedicate 
a Temple to Jupiter the Tbunderer. The ſame Yea 
alſo the Æthiopiant about Ægypt, under the Condud 
of their great Queen Candace, waſted all the Coun 
try as far as the City Elephantina ; where whe 
they underſtood: that C. Petronius, Governour « 
egypt, was marching againſt em, they endeavour! 
to make their Retreat, but were intercepted an 
defeated. This Suceeſs occaſion'd Perronims to mare 
into their Country, where he manag d the W. 
with great Advantage, taking, among others, th 
Royal City Tanape, which after he had demoliſh'd 
and lefe a Garriſon in another City, he retreat 
with the greateſt part of his Army, not being abl 
to proceed by reaſon of the violent Heats and Moun 
tains of Sand. Yet afterwards underſtanding, thi 
the Garriſon which he had left behind him was 
gorouſly attack d, he return d with much Celerit 
and Diligence, and reliev'd it; and ſhortly after i 
conſtrain'd Candace to receive Terms of Accommd 
dation, returning with his Army, richly laden wit 
Booty, to Alexandria. e 7 
The following Year Auguſtus deſigning a Journ 
co all the Eaſtern Provinces, the People 
Rome fell into great Conteſts and Diſtarbances 1 
bout the electing of Conſuls; which gave the En 
peror ſuch Trouble, that he found it neceſſary t 
create a new Magiſtrate to govern the OY, alt 
to prevent theſe and the like Diſorders in his Al 
| ſence. He judg'd Agrippa to be the moſt propt 
li Perfon for ſo great a mon and to proct 
| any him the more Reſpe& and Authority, he. caus 
| ih Julia's him to divorce! his Wife, tho ſhe was his Siſter Of 

1 


„ JecondMar* vias Daughter, and to marry his own Daughter 
K with lia: Mecenas having before politickly ſuggeſted bin 
1. pp. That ſince he already made Agrippa ſo great and 7 
Ae f | | | 
40 
100 
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I, be muſt of neceſſity make bim bu Son-in-Law, or take 
Life. While Agrippa with the utmoſt Wiſdom and 
diligence was taking Care of the City, Auguſtus, firſt 
ttling the Affairs of Sicily, paſs'd over into Greece, 
here he honour'd the Lacedæmonians with his Com- 
any, and ſhew'd em particular Marks of his Favour, 


via with her Husband and Son, when they fled out 
Italy. From Greece he ſail'd tg Samos, and there 
inter d. In the Spring following when Apuleius 


d ſettled Affairs in Bitbynia, and other Provinces 
rough which he paſs d, with no leſs Care and Dili - 


the People. Upon his approaching nigh the 
orders of Parthia, Pbraortes, King of that Nation, 


t him all the Military Enſigns and Priſoners taken 
dm Craſſus and Antony; which he receiv'd after the 
me Manner, and with the ſame Satisfaction as if 


oodſhed, he caus'd Sacrifices to be offer'd, and 
mmanded that a Temple ſhou'd be decreed in the 
pitol to Mars the Avenger, in Imitation of that to 


to be hung up. At which time Julia brought A- 
pa a Son whom he nam'd Caius, on whoſe Birth» 


/ a perpetual Sacrifice was decreed, with other 


eemnities; and the AÆdiles at their own Charge 
ed Games on Horſeback, and Hunting, to the 
th-Day Solemnities of the Emperor. 
Auguſtus, after he had paſs'd through many Provin- 
in the = inthe latter end of the Yearreturn'd 
Samos, a 
Oc Privileges; and was met there by Ambaſſadors 
n Poras and Pandion, two of the mightieſt Kings 
unthe Indian, who came ſuch a Diſtance to ſue for 
owe hy a 


f / 


01s,” 


DCU 
aus| 


cauſe they had formerly harbour'd and entertain d 


dd Sillius were Conſuls, he croſs d over into Aa, 
nce, than if they had belong'd to himſelf, and not 


t of Reſpect to his Perſon, and Dread to his Arms, 


had overthrown the Parthians in Battel. Having 
cover'd all cheſeThings with much Honour and ao 


piter Firetrias, in which Military Enſigns were al- 


© the 
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econd time, to which Places he granted 


| 


The Death 
of Virgil. 


Auiſite, and moſt compleat Panegyrick upon Aug 


into ſuch a terrible Rage, that he immediately form 


ſuls. They alſo petition'd him to make new Is 


. ——— — — ——— 
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the Alliance of ſo great an Emperor, and brough 
with em many ſtrange Creatures, and many ran 
and valuable Preſents. During his long ſtay at &. 
mos, at the next Election of Conſuls, the City d 
Rome was fill d with dangerous Tumults and Diſtu 
bances, caus d by the violent Practices of Eguatius R 
fus, who forceably endeavour'd to be choſen Conſt 
in the Place of Auguſtus. Auguſtus underſtanding thel 
Miſchiefs, immediately nam'd. Q. Lucretius for the Pe 
fon, formerly a Proſcrib'd Man, which threw Ruf 


8 


a Conſpiracy with A4. Genucius and Plautius Rufus 
aſſaſſinate the Emperor at his Return. But befor 
that time their Defigns and Practices were all dil 
ver'd, and they themſelves Executed by Order of & 
nate. As Auguſtus return'd home, he was met at 4 
zhens by that great Poet Virgil, who to finith his Æ 
had retir'd to Greece; and meeting here with Auguf 
he return d with him, and viſiting Megara in a ve 
hot Seaſon, contracted a Diſtemper, which ſo mus 
increas'd with Sailing, that in a few Days after! 
Landing at Brunduſium he dy'd, in the 524d Year Mei 
his Age. This Great Man was highly in Favoull: 

and moſt intimately acquainted with Auguſtus, Wi 
extreamly admir'd and lov'd him, as well tor the In 
mitable Excellencies of his Muſe, as the Immor 
Honours he receiv'd from his Pen: For under d 
Name of «/£neas he made the nobleſt, the moſt ( 


that ever was made in any Age of the World; al 
is generally believ'd to have much promoted chat 
neration the Senate and People had for him, whi 
diſplay'd it ſelf more openly at his Return hol 
than formerly. For they now gave him the Dig 

of Conſul for Life, ordaining, That he ſhou'd alw! 
have twelve Axes and Faſces born before him ; 

that he ſhou d ſit ina Curule Chair between the Cl 


F th. 


E 
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nd offer'd to ſwear to obey em: He made ſeveral 
e Laws, but refus'd their Oaths, intimating, That 
his Laws were grateful to em, their Oaths on d be 
edleſs ; if not, they wou d be ineſfectual. 


ity, march'd into Gaul, where the Invaſions of the 
ermans had rais'd ſome new Troubles. Having ſet- 
d the Affairs of that Country, he paſs d fromthence 
to Spain, where there was great need of the Pre- 
»nce of ſo renown'd a Commander: For the Can- 
brians, who before had been Priſoners of War, and 
2en made Slaves, had with great Dexterity deftroy'd 
eis Maſters ; and gathering together in great Num- 
ers, fortify'd ſeveral Places, and. vigorouſly attack d 
e Roman Garriſons. Agrippa march d againſt theſe 
ith great diligence, where he had a moſt dreadful 
d bloody Conteft with ſuch of em as had ſerv'd 
ade Romans, and had now deſpair d of Pardon. He 
Vir a while ſuffer'd the extreameſt Inconveniencies ; 
nu at length having loft many of his Soldiers, and 
or 8d a Mark of Ignominy upon many others for 
eirill Services, he deſtroy d almoſt all the Canta- 
Wn; that were of Military Age, diſarm'd the reſt, 
dd brought em all from their Mountainous Places 
to the open Plains. Thus Agrippa compleated the 
onqueſt of Spain, which Country had with fome 
er N rermiſſions reſiſted the Romans with great Obſtina- 
and Bravery for about 200 Years ; and notwith- 
nding Agripps' excellent Services, this Great Man 
WPpdcity retus'd a Triumph, giving Auguſtus the Ho- 
ur of all. And Auguſtus bimtelt was not very 


2, as it plainly appear'd in the following Year, 
en the Getes and Dacians being in Civil Wars a- 
dng themſelves, Lentulus, who before had warr'd 
ainſt'em with good Succeſs, repreſented to him the 
vantages he might make of theſe Domeſtick Di- 
tbances, Auguſtus with great Reaſon and Mode- 
x 1 ration 
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At this time Agrippa, from his Government in the U. C. 


726. 


Spain's 


final Re. 
dutFion. 


bbitious of the Honour of ſubduing Barbarous Peo- 
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ration than the value of any Fiſh. And therefore theſe Bar 


fectually he joyn'd Agrippa with him in Quality o 


ſometimes diſtributed Money among whole Tribe 
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ration told him, The Injuſtice of making War with am 
Nation without an Injury firſt committed; then added; 
That thoſe who ſought a ſmall Gain with great Huzarl 
and Danger, were like fucb as angled with a Golden Hook, 
the breaking or loſs of which was of much greater Conſide- 


barous People were to be left to their own Miſeries ; and that 
7 the Bloodſhed from their own Companions, they were & 

undantly puniſh'd for their Affronts they offer d formerly u 
the Romans, who ought not to begin to do Injury. 
About this time Auguſtus being deſirous of reform: 
ing ſeveral Abuſes in the City, to do it the more ef 


Cenſor; and to give him greater Authority, made hi 
alſo Tribune 1 People for five Years. He firſt cor 
rected ſome Diſorders in the Senate, then reform 
the Equites, the Publick Spectacles and Plays, and 
the Methods of ſuing for all Offices; in the latter h 


in ſuch a Manner as might moſt probably prever 
Bribes. He Fin'd many that refus'd to Marry afte 
an appointed Age, and as much incourag'd tho 
who had many Children: He gave Hortenſius 2 500 
Crowns to procure him a Wife, that he might pi 
ſerve the Noble Family of the Hortenſi. He ordaind@ 
alſo, That all Virgins ſhou'd be twelve Years of M2715 
before they Marry'd, and permitted any Perſon nd 2 
kill an Adulterer taken in the Fact, without Punii cala, 
ment; alſo condemning all Sodomites without Remi ears 
ſion. And in Matters of Military Diſcipline he lian c 


more than ordinary exact; and becauſe a Knight artic 


elf a g 
nd G: 


01343 
uch £ 


cut off his Son's Thumbs to diſable him from goil 
to the Wars, he immediately fold him and all 
Goods. He reduc'd many things to the primitive C 
der, and wou'd ſuffer no diſſolute Officers in g 
Camp ; and particularly he diſcharg'd one Heremi d the 
who ſubmiſſively begging Pardon, alledging, the 
he knew not what Excuſe to make to his Friends, ¶eculia 

| 8 5 rep dime c 
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eply'd, Tell them I diſpleas'd you. He likewiſe took 

are, that the Senate ſhou'd be always holden with 
oreat Reverence ; that the Senators ſhou'd meet as at 
a Temple of Devotion; and that ng Decree ſhou d 
paſs but in the Preſence of 400 Senators, if poſſibly 
o be effected. He alſo Ordain'd, That no Man 
ou'd have ſo great a Privilege and Honour as the 
Ireedom of Rome, but after a ſtrict Examination of 
is Merits; ſetring new Rules and Limits to the Ma- 
umiſſion of Slaves. In this Point he was always 
ery ſevere, and when Tiberius writ to him to beg the 
reedom of Rome for a Grecian, who was one of his 

lients, he anſwer'd him, That he wou'd do nothing in 
bis Caſe, till be came bimſelf and ſatisfy'd bim of che Tu- 
Fice of bis Requeſt. His beloved Wife Livia petitio- 
ing in like manner for a Tributary Gaul, he abſo-, 
utely deny'd him his Freedom, yet granted Immu- 
ity and Exemption- from his Tribute, profefling, 
[hat be wou'd ſooner condeſcend to a Diminution of the 
Publick Revenue, than to proſtitute the Honour of the 
Roman Citizens. | 12 
This Year the Emperor's firſt Ten Years being ex- Ludi Secue 
rWic'd, he took the Government upon him for five lon- lerer. 
ainWcr, which were ſoon after encreas'd to Ten, and U. C. 
" AWori7p4's Authority enlarg d. At the ſame time He 727. 
on nd Agrippa gave the People the Pleaſure of the great 
ani ecu/27 Games, which had not been ſeen for a hundred 

eu cars before, and were now celebrated with more 

e an ordinary Pomp and Magnificence. And in this 

t Harticular no Prince ever exceeded him, being him- 
golf a great Admirer of all thoſe Publick Plays, Shows, 

all Wd Games which were ſo much in uſe among the 
en. The Charge and Variety of theſe were 
in N uch greater in this Reign, than almoſt in any other; 

ca the Emperor himſelf often gave great Rewards 

che Victors in all the Martial Exerciſes. He took a 
ids, eculiar Delight in the Tournament, or Warlike Pa- 
ep me call'd Trey, and making choice of his Boys of 

nn N C 3 greater 


pi 


ius and bidding all Perſons to give him that Title for th 
Lucius future. Upon the finiſhing of theſe Games, he 2 
Aura to dopted Agrippa's two Sons, Caius and Lucius, th 


Avguſtus 
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greater and leſſer Stature, he exhibited it very fre. 
quently, judging it an ancient and Honourable Ex; 
erciſe, and becoming the Education of the principal 
Nobility. He much incourag'd Wreſtling, but in 
thoſe Games he wou'dinot permit any Women to be 
preſent, juſtly accounting it too groſs an Indecency 
for Women to gaze on Naked Men. His Affection 
to Plays greatly appear'd by his Rewards he gave to 
the beſt Kaon but more eſpecially at a particular 
Time, when being at the Theatre, and finding the 
People diſcompos'd by a ſudden Apprehenſion of the 
falling of the Building, he immediately remov'd from 
his own Seat, and plac'd himſelf where the Danger 
was moſt imminent, Notwithſtanding the Encou- 
ragement he gave to Players, he exactly and ſeverely 
,examin'd their Morals ; not allowing the leaſt Licen- 
tiouſneſs in their Lives, nor Indecency in their Act. 
ons. He puniſh'd their Crimes many Ways ; and 
having Information that one Stepbanus, a Comedian 
was attended by a Woman in the Habit of a Boy, he 
order'd him to be whipt through the three Theatre 
and baniſh'd the City. In theſe Secular Games, ons 
of the Players calling him Lord, he ſhew'd remarks: 
ble Signs of his Diſſatisfaction to the People; and 
the next Morning he publiſhed a ſevere Edict, for: 


latter of which was juſt now born. 

About the ſame time the Sicambri, Uſipetes, ani 
Tenchteri, People of Germany, ſurpriz d ſome Roma 
in their Territories, and crucify'd em; then paflin 
the Rhine with great Expedition, waſted many Pan 
of Gaul, overthrew a conſiderable Party of Horſe 
and ſhortly after Lollius, Proconſul of Gaul, fron 
whom they took a Standard. Lollius, tho a Perſond 

but ſmall Vigour and Action, in a ſhort time found 


an Opportunity of revenging himſelf by enga gi a, 


| 
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heſe barbarous Invadors, and driving em beyond 
he Rhine. On the other ſide C. Lentulus wag'd War 
ith the Dacians beyond the Danube, kill'd three of 
heir Commanders, with great Numbers of their Men; 
nd afterwards plac'd a Garriſonmear the Danube, to 
op the Inroads and Devaſtations of theſe Savage 
eople. Auguſtus finding all theſe Commotions, diſ- 
os'd of the Affairs in Italy to go into Gaul, and that 
s well to make his Preſence more valuable in the 
ity, as for any Buſineſs in thoſe Parts, as fome have 
yritten. At the ſame time divers Nations about the 
danube endeavour'd to Revolt, but were ſoon ſup- 
reſs d by the Care and Vigilance of the Emperor's 
ieutenants in thoſe Parts. But the greateſt Inſur- 
>Rtions were now in Gaul, occaſion' d by the Avarice 
f Licinius Enceladus, Solicitor of the Emperor's Affairs 


eople to procure their Tribute every Month, by a 
eceitful Account reckon'd Fourteen Months in the 
ear, inſtead of Twelve. This Perſon being accusd 


drtion, found means to eſcape any ſignal Panitt 

ent, by laying before Auguſtus his large Quantities 
f Gold and Silver, alluring him, That be aim d at 10 
her Deſign, than the taking from the Gauls their beſt 
eans of Rebellion. After fome time continuing in 
aul, Auguſtus withdrew himſelf from thoſe Parts, 


olt peaceable Order. 
During theſe Commotions, the Rbætians, Inhabi- 
ants of ſome Parts of the Alpes and Germany, made a 
ery dangerous Irruption into Ital it ſelf, making ter- 
ble Devaſtations, and bearingaway great Spot and 
doty. They were a People ſeparated from alfothers, 
d fo fierce and eruel, that when ever they took 
ny Place from the Romans, they kill'd all thè Male 
hildren; and of all the Women with Child they 
ed the Opinions of their Augurs; and if they 
= C 4 pro- 


that Country: For he having commanded the 


d his Maſter for Money gain d by Rapine and —4 


nd ſent Tiberius thither to ſettle all things in the 
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pronounc'd the Embryo a Male, they immediate. 


that were forc d out of italy, endeavour'd toenter Ga, 
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ly ſtabb'd the Woman. Auguſtus was extreamly con- 
cern'd at their outrageous Actions and dangerowff 
Progreſs, and with all Speed ſent his Wife Livia 
Son Druſus, a Perſon of extraordinary Valour, and 
other Accompliſhments, to ſtop the Torrent of their 
Fury. He, in a ſhort time, with great Skill and 
Dexterity, drove em out of Italy, having firlt given 
em an entire Overthrow in a ſet Battel nigh Tren 
They write, that the Women ſhew'd themſelves ſo 
cruel and barbarous in this Fight, that when their 
Darts fail'd them, they took their Infants by theit 
Legs, and threw em at their Enemies Faces. Thok 


but were there repell'd by Tiberius; and at length 
they were all conſtrain d to ſubmit, moſt of theit 
beſt Men being carry d away to ſerve the Romans it 
other Parts. Agrippa on the other fide gave Orden 
for the Affairs of Aſia, and all the Eaſt, where tt 
behav'd himſelf with that noble Skill and Bravery 
that all the Roman Allies were more firmly eſtabliſh 
than ever, and their Enemies ſa effectually ſupprels( 
that Auguſtus had new Honours decreed him in thok 
Parts. But Agrippa, notwithſtanding his excellen 
Services, out of a peculiar —. of Mind, re 
fus'd a Triumph when it was decreed him by th 
Senate ; and this was the principal Cauſe of the lol 
of this Cuſtom ſo highly advantageous to the K 
mans; Others generally following his Example, wel 
ſatisfy d only with the Ornaments of Triumph. 
Auguſtus having now ſettled the Affairs of G« 
ſtopp'd the Incurſions of the Germans, and ſupprehs 
the Rebellion of Spain; he left Druſus with his Arm 
upon the Rhine, and return'd to Rome, after he hl 
been abſent near three Years. He was receiv'd wil 
an univerſal Joy and Satisfaction, but he refus'd Md 
.veral New Honours that were offer'd him; neithign 


wou d he permit the People to come out and ma], 2 
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I hap. 1. AUGUST Us II. 2 
e. as they deſir d, but according to his Cuſtom en- | 
n rd the City by Night, that he might not give em 
o much Trouble. Upon the Death of Lepidus the 
i&mvir about this time, who had liv'd a private 
fe ever ſince his Diſgrace, Auguſtus ſucceeded him 
his Office of Pontifex Maximus, and exhibited 
mptuous Shows and Games before the People. He 
acher'd together all the Books of Divinations and 
editions, and caps d em to be burnt, to the num- 
r of 2000, reſerving only ſome ſelect pieces of 
e Sibyls, which he diſpos'd into two gilt Desks 
der the Pedeſtal of Apollo Palatinus. He augmented 
e Number, the Dignity, and the Revenue of the 
ieſts, eſpecially of the Veſtal Virgins, for which 
rder he had a particular eſteem. He now took a 
Review of the Senators, and confirm'd Agrippa in 
is Office of Tribune for five Years longer; but not 
ng after, this famous Man being return'd from a 
purney out of Pannonia, where he had quell'd ſome 
iſturbances, fell ſick and dy'd, before Auguſtus 
du d arrive to fee him. This was a great Afflicti- The Dear 
to many Worthy Perſons, eſpecially to Auguſtus ; Agtip- 
ho after his Body was brought into the City, and“ 
acd in the Forum, made a Funeral Oration him- 
If, declaring all the Noble Exploits, and generous 
as of this Great Man, who was unqueſtionably 
e beſt Man of his Age in Dion's Opinion, the bra- 
{t Soldier, the trueſt Friend, and greateſt Aſſiſtant 
at Auguſtus ever had; which prov d highly advan- 
geous both to the Empire and Emperor. His Fu- 
ral was celebrated with great Pomp and Solemni- 
; and Auguſtus, out of his great Love and juſt 
eem for him, laid him in his own Sepulcher, tho 
grippa had a Monument of his own granted him by 
e Publick in the Campus Martius. He dy'd in the 
420d Year of the City, in the x5th Year of Auguſtuss 
1gn,from his Eſtabliſhment by the Senate and Peo- 
, and 10 Years before the Birth of our Saviour. 
EE. III. Thus 
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III. Thus long did Auguſtus Reign, in ſome mes 

ſure with a Partner, tho not a Rival in his Empire; 

and upon his Death he found it neceſſary to hay 
one for his Aſſiſtance in the Government, ſuperio 

to all others in Power and Dignity, the better ty 

prevent Conſpiracies and other Inconveniences. Fo 

this Authority he made choice of Tiberius, whom hy 

6 caus'd to quit his Wife Agrippina, the Daughter of 

Julia, Agrippa by a former Marriage, and to marry Jul 
#hird Aar, Shortly after he ſent him againſt the Pannoni 

riage with y | 8 | annonians, h 

Iberius. had lately revolted ; whom he ſucceſsfully ſubdu 
in a little Time, leading away the younger Sort in 

to other Countries. On the other ſide, his young 

Brother Druſus did excellent Service againſt the G0 

and Germans; and at his return was honour'd wit 

the Pretorſhip. In the ſame Year he paſs'd the R- 

a ſecond time, and made very conſiderable Cot 

neſts ; for which great Services he had Triumph 

onours decreed him; and when the time of h 

Pretorſhip was expir'd, he obtain'd Proconſular Pow 

Both he and his Brother Tiberias were by the Soldie 

ſaluted with the Title of Imperator, but it was not 

low'd em by Auguſtzs. However the Games whi 

Druſus exhibited as Prætor, were diſtharg'd with gre 

Expence, and the Birth-Day of Auguſt celebrati 

with as much Solemnity ; thoſe pompous Entertail 
Aukuſtalia. ments call'd Auguſtalia, being now firſt inſtituted þ 

vertue of a Cenatuſconſultum, which continu'd for ni 
ny Ages. Theſe were made in honour of Auguf 

and this Prince gain'd more and more the Love al 

Efteem of his People, particularly by a late Iuſtan 
of his Mildneſs, when his great Friends Mecs 

and Apuleius were publickly reproach'd for defenl 

ing a Perſon accus'd of Adultery :; Auguſtus cal 

into the Court, and calmly admoniſhing the Ac 

fer, Not to traduce bs Friends and Kindred, roſe upd 

departed. He was ſhortly after honour'd with 
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5, and it was decreed, That upon his Birth-Day, 
married Perſons of both Sexes might be preſent 
the Feaſt, which had never been allow'd before. 
This Year the Beſſi and Sialete, barbarous Nati- 
s, making an Irruption into Thrace and Macedonia, 
re overthrown by Piſa, Governour of — 
o obtain'd Triumphal Honours. Theſe were Peo- 
of great Roughneſs and Fierceneſs, and their Sa- 
ge Temper remarkably appear'd in the Priſoners 
ha quent Endeavours to bite and gnaw their Chains 
Pieces with their Teeth. - In the mean time Aa- 
us employ'd himſelf in making an Inventory ef 
whole Eſtate, as if he had been a private Man; 
d again ſurveying the Senate, and perceiving the 
embers were very ſlow in meeting, he ordain dthat 
Fenatuſconſulrum might be made by fewer than 400, 
ich number had formerly been neceſſary. Now 
ain both Senate and People contributed Money 
making of Statues ; but Auguſtus would permit 
ne to be erected, but only to Publick Safety, Con- 
d, and Peace. It was now alſo decreed, that the 
mple of Janus ſhou'd be ſhut ; but this was hin- 
d by the Dacians, who ſuddenly paſs d over the 
er ter or Danube when it was frozen, and made 
at Devaſtations in Pannonia: Beſides which, the 
matians, not enduring the Exaction of Tribute, 
gan to caſt off their Yoak. The Germans were like- 
eupin Arms,fince the departure of Druſus,who ex- 
litiouſly return'd thither, and in a ſhort time ſup- 
[s'd 'em, as Tiberius did the Dacians and Dalmatians, 
he great Satisfaction of the City. But the Joy and 
Scion that the People receiv'd from the Suc- 
les abroad, was extreamly allay'd by the Death W 
Octavia, Siſter to Auguſtus, for whom the whole FOdvis 
y had a more than ordinary Efteem and Vene- ; 
on. Auguſtus caus d her Bedy to be laid publick- 
n State, in the Sacrary of Fulins Geſar, where 
himſelf made a Funeral Oration in Praiſe of her 
WTF HS {EN great 
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great Merits and excellent Vertues. Druſus publick 
ly chang'd his Senatorian Robe for a Mourning 
Gown, and her own Sons-in-law carry 'd her away 
but Auguſtus thought it not convenient to admit 
all the Honours that were decreed her. She die 
in the 744th Year of the City, and eight Years b 
fore our Saviour's Nativity, 

U. C. In the following Year, when Druſus was mad 
745- Conſul with 9, Criſpinus, he endeavouring to gait 
new Conqueſts and Honours, paſs'd the Rhine, an 
invaded the Territories of the Cbatti in Germany, ani 
having defeated em in a ſet Battel, proceeded int 
the Country of the Suev;, and from thence march 
againft the Cheruſci, paſs d the Viſurgis, and laid a 
Waſte as far as the River Alba, which was much fu 
ther than ever any Roman had attempted befon 
Having in vain endeavour'd to paſs this River, h 
erected Trophies and retir d; for a Woman of mon 
than Human Stature, as Dion relates the Story, me 
him in the Way, and calling him by his Name, d 
manded of him, Whither bis boundleſs Ambition wan 
hurry him ? Declating further, That the Fates did 1 
permit bim to ſee all Parts, therefore bid bim retire, 
the Period both of bis Life and Actions was now approad 
ing. Druſus being now thirty Years of Age, ſho 
ly after died in his Return, before he cou'd read 
the Rhine: But his Sickneſs continu'd ſo long, thi 
Auguſtus, who was at no great Diſtance from hin 
ſent with all ſpeed for his Brother Tiberius, who h 
travell'd the laſt Two Hundred Miles in twenty fat 
Hours, and at his arrival found him till alive, th 
S juft expiring. He convey'd his Body to Rome, whit 
he was extreamly beloy'd and admir'd, Centurid 
and Tribunes bearing it in the beginning, and 
terwards the chiefeſt Men of the City, with mut 
Sorrow and Solemnity. His Body being plac'd 
the Forum, he was there honour'd by Tiberius with 
Funeral Oration, and again by Auguſtus himſelf 
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e Flaminian Cirque. From thence he was born by 
e moſt conſiderable of che Eguites, and others of 
e Senatorian Rank, into the Campus Martius, Where 
ing burnt, the Aſhes were laid in Auguſtuss own 


ven to him and his Sons, beſides the Honours of 


pble Monument upon the River Rhine; all which 
ere juſtly due to a young Perſon of his extraordi- 
ary Merits and uncommon Vertues. | 


: 


Auguſtus leaving this City ſhortly after, retir d him- 
f, and wou'd not return this Year upon the Ac- 
dunt of Druſuss Death; but in the following he 
ter d Rome, where he found both the Conſuls and 
her Magiſtrates accus'd for procuring their Places 
Money. Auguſtus at preſent wou'd make no In- 
iſition, reſolving to puniſh none — vulgar Re- 
orts, nor pardon any who were maniſeſtly convict- 
l. But he wiſely took conſiderable Sums of Money 
all fuch as ſtood for any Office by way of Pledge ; 
d if any Indirect Practices or Briberies were diſ- 
dver'd, they were oblig'd to forfeit all. This Ordi- 
ance met with greatApprobationfrom moſlPerſons, 
t his other concerning Slaves had not fo general a 
cceſs: Whereas the Laws had difallow'd of Slaves 
eing oblig'd by Torture to confefsany thing againſt 


hen Neceflity requir'd it, ſuch Slaves ſhou'd be 
ld to himſelf, or the Publick, that their Property 
ing alter d, their Examination might be free. Tho 
is was diſpleaſing to many, yet Au ; * ſtill grew 
ore and more popular, by reaſon of is great Cle. 
dency and Compliance in many Caſes.” Particu- 
rly, when one of his Soldiers about this time de- 


nt him an Advocate; and that not ſatisfying the 
ellow, who boldly and bluntly told him, Tbat be 


ed 


pulcher. The Surname of Germanicus was alſo 


agnificent Statues and Triumphal Arches, and of a 


eir own Maſters ; Auguſtus therefore order d, that 


d him to undertake his Cauſe, he immediately 


ver ſerv'd lin by Proxy, he went dimſelf and lead. 
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ed his Cauſe; In like manner he aſſiſted anoths 
Friend at the Bar, whoſe Cauſe he gain d; and not o 


ly diſmiſs d his Accuſer, whoſe behaviour towart 
him had been very impudent, but upon his being 


y | 
e freely pardon'd him. He was ſo affable that h 
admitted the Salutations of the meaneſt of the Pet 
ple, and received their Petitions with ſuch Pleaſant 
neſs and Alacrity, that when a certain Perſon p 
ſented him his Requeſt. ſome what timerouſly, he met 
rily reprehended him, ſaying, He deli ver dit, at fl 
he was preſenting ſomething to an Elephant. His Firmnel 
and Faithfulneſs to his Friends was always remark 
ble; yet how great and potent ſoever his Favourit 
were in Rome, he wou'd allow em no greater pi 
vileges than others, without juſt and manifeſt Re 
ſons; nor by any means exempt em from the Jud 
ciary Laws. Proculus, one of his Freed- men at 
Favourites, being convicted of Adultery with 
dies of Quality, he wou'd not ſpare him, but cans 
him to ſuffer Death. Of all the Criminals and At 
cus'd Perfons in his Reign, hereſcu'd but one, wt 
before had been very ſerviceable to him; but | 
protected him no other way than by his Intreatie 
with which he ſo mollified the Heart of his Accuk 
in the Preſence of the Judges, that he withdrew | 
Proceſs, and deſiſted, as Suetonius relates it. 
Auguſtuss ſecond Ten Years being now expir d, 
made ſeveral Offers of laying down his Author 
but at laſt was perſwaded to receive the Governmet 
for Ten Years longer; which Limitation contribl 
ted moſt of all to his Safety and Security in d 
Throne. This Year Auguſtus gave the Title of Im 
rator to Tiberius, upon the Account of ſome late fi 
nal Services in Germany, and likewiſe made him 
ſecond time Conful. He alſo infarg'd the Bound 
the Pomerium of the City, and nam'd the Mont 
Sextilis, Auguſtus, after his own Name, as his Une 
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ulius had formerly done that of Quintils; and 
ade a further Reformation of the Lear. While he 
as thus buſily employ d, his great Friend Mecenas 15, Death 
ed, which griev'd him extreamly, being a Perſon, / Mecz- 
ith whom he had contracted the neareſt Friendſhip nas. 
d Familiarity, and a Perſon who had been the 
oft ſerviceable of all others in moderating his Paſ- 
Pns, and bringing him to a calm and ſedate Tem- 
>r. Of this there is a remarkable Inſtance, when 
vguſtus ſat judging many accus d Perſons, Mecenas 
erceiving by his Temper at that time that he wou'd 
pndemn many of em, and not being able to ap- 
oach him by reaſon of the Crowds of People, he 
rote, Riſe up Executioner, and threw the Paper into 
s Lap; which Auguſtus perceiving, he immediately 
Me up without ſentencing any of em. Auguſtus 
as highly ſatisfied that his Friends wou'd take the 
iberty to reprove him, when his own Nature or his 
ſineſs too much inclin'd him to Paſſion. This was 
counted a great Evidence of his Virtue, that not- 
ithſtanding his frequent oppoſing the Emperor's 
travagant Deſires, nevertheleſs he was ſtill efteem'd 
his moſt familiar Friend. Yet tho' he had fo 
eat an Intereſt with the Emperor, he was never fo 
bitious as to accept of any Dignity himſelf, reſt- 
g ſatisfied with the Equeſtrian Degree; which ſome 
ve attributed to his great deſire of Eaſe, and Love 
Pleaſure, tho' more that of a Vertuoſo than a Senſu- 
. And in this he was much encourag'd and high- 
applauded by the greateſt Poets and ingenious 
en in thoſe Days, of whom he was the nobleſt 
d moſt munificent Patron, as alſo of all Learned 
rlons; a Character which has rais'd and immor- 
12d his Name as much as thoſe of the greateft 
inces in the World. He died in the 949th Year 
the City, and Five Years before our Saviour's 
tivity ; in which Year dy'd Horace, the Prince of. 
Lain Lyrick Poets, as tho! he lad ſymparhie' 

| wit 
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with his great Patron, being in the 57h Near 

his Age. About this time the famous Dionyſius Hai 
licarnaſſeus began to write his Books of the Rom 
Hiftory and Antiquities. g | 

While Auguſtus was ſedulouſly employ'd in th 

Publick Affairs, T:beriut was no leſs buſie in his Cat 
ſulſhip: He undertook the Reparation of the Temp 

of Concord, upon which he plac'd his own Nam 
together with that of his Brother Draſus. Aſt 
which he dedicated the Temple of Livia his Mothe 

ſhe her ſelf being preſent at the Ceremony and 5 
lemnity ; at which time he nobly treated all the Sen 

tors in the Capitol, and Livia, with the Ladies by then 

ſelves. Shortly after he leſt Rowe and march'd in 
Germany, Where ſome Inſurrections had been mad 

but nothing memorable was perform d in that Cou 

try this Year. This Year a terrible Fire happened! 

Rome about the Forum, which conſum'd many Bull 

ings, and was believ'd to have been caus'd by ſud 

as were deeply in Debt, who thought to eaſe then 

ſelves by the Ruin of their Neighbours, and d 
Confuſion of the City. This occaſion d the Crea 

Coratores on of certain new Officers, call'd Curatores Vicors 
Vicorum. who were permitted on certain Days, within d 
Extent of their Authority, to wear the Robe ol 
Magiſtrate, and to have two Lictors go befcre el 

and to them were now aflign'd the Six hundi 

Slaves who formerly attended the AÆAdile: for 
extinguiſhing of Fires. And at the fame time, 
Auguſtus's particular Order, the City was divid 

into Fourteen Regions or Wards, thoſe into infer 
Precincts, for the better Order and Convenien 

in the City; the Government of which Wards 
N aflign'd to the foremention'd Curatores Vicorum, | 
Tribunes of the People, and to the Pretors, by Lot. 
In the following Year, Caius and Lucius the Em 
ror's Grandſons by Agrippa, by reaſon of their hl 
Birth and Fortune, began to grow proud and 1 
| | 1ntoml 
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mc that Lucizs the younger being at the The- 
ce, and hearing himſelf flatter'd there to a high 
mal crce, very boldly. demanded the Conſulſhip for his 
ocdher Cain, tho' then but a Boy. This extream- 
m Vifpleasd Auguſtus, notwithſtanding the great Af- 
aion he bore to theſe Brothers, and with much 
oncern wiſh'd, That never any ſuch Neceſſity might lie 
n him as he found formerly, that the Conſulſhip ſhould 
given to any under twenty years of Age. And when 
e Brothers were more urgent than ordinary, he 
avely told 'em, That this bigh Office was to be diſ- 
irg'd by a Man, and ſuch as cou d take care that be 
elf offended net, and cou d rightly manage the extra- 
gant Deſires of the People. However his Tenderneſs 
far prevail d, that at length he gave the Prieſt- 
dod to Caius, and leave to go into the Senate, and 
be preſent with Senators at Shows and Feaſts. 
t ſomewhat to balance and curb their ambitious 
emper, he at the ſame time created Tiberius, Tri- 
2e of the People for five Years, and gave him the 
bvernment of Armenia. Tiberius was notwithſtand- 
g extreamly diſguſted at the Favour Auguſtus ſtie w d 
his Grandſons; and either for the Riſing of 
ſe Youths, or rather as ſome believe, for his Diſ- 
e of his Wife Fulia's Behaviour, he deſired Per- 
ſton to retire to the Iſland of Rhodes, where he 
tended to betake himſelf to Study. This was no 
5 pleaſing tO Auguſtus, who at firſt deny d him 
ave, till by his exceſſive Grief and long Faſting, 
obtain'd it; and parting with great Precipitation, 
arriv'd at Rhodes, where he there liv'd for ſeveral _ 
ars, for the moſt part in a private and retir'd Tiberivs 
anner, reading and converſing with the Greeks at- ce 
a familiar Way, only upon ſome Occaſions he 
u d appear like a Publick Magiſtrate. 
he next Year Auguſtus enter d upon his twelfth y. ©; 
dnſulſhip, in which Time he iaſtituted two Præ- 749. 
i of the Prætorian Guards; and Caius being now | 
| D come 
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come to Man's Eſtate, he brought him into th 
Court, where he made him Princeps Tuventuts, d 
Prince of the Youth, and a Præfect of a Tribe, the Equit 
preſenting him with Silver Spears. He was hikewilg 
deſign'd Conſul the fifth Year after this; all which 
Honours were conferr'd upon his Brother Lucius ali 
terwards. Thus were the two Sons highly honour 
and dignify'd by Auguſtus ; but their Mother Full 
met with a very different Treatment ſhortly after 
For Auguſtus now found that ſhe was arriv'd to tha; 
excels of Wantonneſs and Prodigality, that eveni 
the Forum and at the Raſtra, ſhe had her nocturnal 
Meetings, and libidinous Revels, groſly abuſing thol 
Courts, in which her Father had made ſuch fever 
Laws againſt Adultery. He formerly believ'd, tha; 
ſhe had lived no very ſtri& Life, but never imagin 
the had been fo notoriouſly Infamous till now ; hf 
ving the Misfortune of other Princes, who are g 
nerally leaſt acquainted with their neareſt Concern 
Upon a full diſcovery of her. Actions and Behan 
our, the good Emperor was ſo violently and ſenſibly 
afflicted, that he could not conceal the Tranſpor 
of his Grief and Anger from the Publick, but by! 
Writing communicated his Misfortune and the Di 
grace of his Family, to the Senate it ſelf; an Indi 
cretion which he afterwards ſaid, He would never bat 
committed, had either Agrippa or Mecænas been livin 
But now being overcome with Shame and Rage, i 
thought of puttiag his Daughter to Death; but al 
ter a calmer Conſideration, he baniſn'd her to Pg 
dataria, an Iſland in Campanidz to which Place fi 
was voluntarily accompany'd by her Mother Scrik 
nia, who had been divorc'd from Auguſtus, the ſam 
Day that ſhe was deliver'd of her. Having banilhi 
her, he forbad her the Uſe of Wine, and all ſorts 
Delicacy whatſoever, either in Diet or Cloaths; al 
permitted no Perſon of what Condition ſoever, { 
come near her without his approv'd Rnowlefap! 
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heir Lives and Morals. Shortly after, her Daughter 
f the ſame Name, marry'd to L. Paulus, was alſo 
novicted of the ſame Crimes, and was baniſh'd into 
land in the Adriatick Sea, called Tremera. 
Auguſtus in the midſt of theſe Misfortunes, was di- 
Werted by a Revolt of the Armenians, who, by cal- 
ng in the Parthians, expell'd Artawaſcles the Roman 
Wovernour, but with the Danger of loſing their 
ountry to the Parthians, who now began to make 
neetenſions to it, tho' they had firlt ſer up Tigranes. 
W275 being inform'd of this dangerous Conjuncti- 
after a long Debate, ſent Caius into thoſe Parts, 
ing firſt made him Proconſul, and marry'd him, 
oF procure him the greater Eſteem and Friendſhip,. 
n Wife being the Daughter of A. Lollius, who had 

u en appointed Governour of his Youth. Caius be- 

b 8 v'd himſelf with various Skill and Succeſs in this 
ern edition; but in a ſhort time through the Terror 
aid Greatneſs of the Roman Name, quieted all In- 
sibi rrections, the Armenians being willing to ſubmit, 
ſpon d the Parthians to deſiſt. Auguſtus being now in his The Temple 
by irteenth Conſulſhip with Plautius Silanus, having of Janus 
Die Peace with all Nations, and ſhut up the Tem- 2 _ 
Ind of Janus a third time, after it had ſtood open . C. 
„z ears, he ordain'd a general Taxation or Cenſus 752. 
Mn oughout the Roman Empire, that he might know 2 lirtb 
2 true State and Value of the whole: In which of Chriſt. 
ice of Time the Lord of Heaven and Saviour of 
> World, Feſus Chriſt, after an ineffable Manner 
nd himſelf to Humane Nature, and appear on 
rth, being born of a Virgin in the Kingdom of 
dea, at this time in ſubjection to the Roman Em- 
e. This according to the vulgar Account of our 

10ur's Nativity, was in the 752d Near of the Ci- 

the 34 of the 194th Olympiad, A. M. 4003, Or 
4, and in the 25th Year of Auguſtuss Reign, 
n his Eſtabliſhment by the Senate and People. 


D 2 IV. All 
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A. D. IV. All the Provinces of the Roman Empire weg 
1. no in a profound Peace and Quiet, and as much a 
we know, all the Nations in the World were in the 
ſame State; and Auguſtus at preſent had but ſmall 
Employment, beſides his daily receiving thoſe Ho- 
nours and Acknowledgments paid him by Foreign 
Nations, and by thegreateſt Monarchs and Poten? 
rates upon Earth. At the ſame time Tiberius at Rhode 
growing weary of his five Years Retirement, pub- 
lickly declar'd, That be left Rome purely to avoid the 
Suſpicion of Envy between him andthe two Brothers, Cal. 
us and Lucius; requeſting the Emperor, That ſine 
tboſe Obſtacles were now remov d by. their being arriv d ai 
Man's Eſtate, and their being plac d next to bimſelf in Au: 
tbority, be would grant bim leave to return home, and wifi 
bis Friends. But the Favour was abſolutely deny 
him, and a Meſſage was ſent to bid him Jay aſide al 
Care and Thoughts of his Friends, ſince he had ſo reſolute 
deſerted them, Thus he was oblig'd extreamly again 
his deſire to continue at Rhodes ; but to cover his Ig 
nominy, his Motherthe Empreſs wich much Art and 
Difficulty, obtain'd that he ſhou'd be there in Quali 
ty of Legatus from the Emperor. But inſtead of ex 
erciſing that Office, he retir'd to the Middle of the 
iſland to avoid the Complements of ſuch as faill 
by; only when Caius paſs d that Way, he croſs d oval 
to Chios, to clear himſelf from all Suſpicions, all the 
time ſhewing himſelf very ſubmiſſive and reſpe&ful 
to Him and his Attendants. After this he left d 
his uſual Riding, and other Martial Exerciſes ; and 
laying aſide the Habit of his Country, reduc'd hi 
ſelf to his Pallium and Crepide, thus continuing e 
almoſt two Years. Tho' he often ſhew'd him 
generous and brave, yet now his Vices had ſo opeli 
ly appear'd among the Inhabitants of the Iſland, thi 
they daily more deſpis'd and hated him ; inſomud 
that the People of Nemauſus defac'd his Pictures al 
Statue 


ko. . isn 5þ 
Natues: And in a familiar Banquet, mention be- 
ng made of him, one of the Company roſe up 
ad promis'd Cain, then preſent, That if he wou d but 
ive the Word, be ſbou d bave the Head of this Exile in a 
oment. | | | „ Gees 
ns 7:bcrius now finding himſelf in great Danger and 
manifeſt Hazard of his Safety, began more earneſt- 
Av to ſolicite his Return, by the Intereſt of his Mo- 
b. her, who had always a more than ordinary Influ- 
vB nce upon the Emperor; notwithſtanding which, 
J \uguſtus would no ways proceed in this Affair, with - 
hut the particular Conſent of Cajus. Not long af- 
Aer Caius's Governour Lollius dy d, and Quirinut, 2. 
riend to Tiberius, coming into his Place, ſo chang'd. 


ij he Face of Affairs, that Tiberius by Caius's Permiſfi- L 
Y ln, was at laſt recall'd, upon Condition, That be 

% bear no Office in the Common-Wealth ; and ac. 
a ordingly being arriy'd at Rome, he gave himſelf Tiberius 
nf poly co a retir'd Life, doing ſome private Cour- bu Return. 

lg lies, but acting in no publick Buſineſs. But the | 

an 


iſquiets and Jealouſies of Tiberius were all at an end 


» * - 


al no long time after; for firſt Lucius being appoint- The Deaths 


| for the Armies in Spain, dy'd ſuddenly at Mar- of Caius 
les; and in leſs than two Years after, his Brother - E 
ius having firſt receiv'd a Wound in Armenia, in his 
eturn towards Rome, dy'd at Limyra, a City in Li- 
. The Bodies of both Brothers were brought to 
ome by the Tribunes of the Army, and the Silver 

cklers and Spears they had receiy'd from theEquites, 
ere hung up in the Senate-Houſe, Such were the 
ds of both theſe Brothers, who were much belov'd ' 
Auguſtus, for their Father's ſake, but of no great : 
ime and Renown themſelves; but the Manner of | 
eir Deaths have by many been imputed to the ſe- 
et Arts of Livia, who by all poſſible Ways and Me- 
ods, endeavour'd to advance her Son Iberius tothe 
pire. Not long before which, Herod King of Fades, : 
expectation of deſtroying our Saviour, made a 

| D 3 bar 


| 
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8 barbarous Maſlacre of all the Infants in and abont 

| Bethlehem, that were two Years of Age and unde, 
_ Herod's His Cruelty to his Wife, his Severity to his Children 
i} Cruelyend and his Tyranny to his Subjects, had given Ag 
Pub. juſt occaſion to ſay, That be bad rather be a Hog, tha 
his Son; and his Death was no leſs miſerable, thay 

his Life had been deteſtable, labouring under all the 
nauſeous and tormenting Concomitants that can bi 
imagin'd ; as Scorchings and Ulcers in his Bowel 
Convulſions in his Nerves, Swellings and Rotrennefi 

in his Limbs, an infatiable Appetite, and Worms and 
intolerable Smells from all Parts of his Body. H 

Reign had been fo odious to his Subjects, that whet 

his Son Archelaus was come to Rome, to beg the Kin "* 

dom of Fudæa, the Fewiſh Ambaſſadors, accompa heir 

ny'd with 8000 of their Country- men in Rome, peil tl 

tition'd that they might be joyn d to Syria, and ln 5 74 

under Roman Governors without any King; but ele 

guſtus judg'd it moſt proper to give one half of Je ends 

< dæa to Archelaus, and the reſt to his two Brothers un 
tipas and Philip. | 


Auguſtus having thus ſettled the Aﬀairs of Juda hat t 
and his third ten Years being now expired, he tool ferme 
the Government upon him for ten more, tho wit about 
{ome Unwillingnets, and almoſt by Conſtraint. 1 Ab 
which Year the People unanimouſly agreed to gin Ap 


him the Title of Lord; but he abſolutely refus d A 
and publiſh'd an Edict to that purpoſe; judging i 
Title of Pater Patriæ more Remarkable, as well! ban : 
more Popular. Not long after which, his Pag 
was by accident burnt down; and when many free 
ly offer d him large Sums of Money for its Repann 
tion, he, out of a Deſire to be little burdenſome, A 
tus'd all, except a ſmall and fer Quantity out of et 
Body or Corporation. And when his Palace wil. 
rebuilt, he would have it accounted aPublick Edi ent 
either becauſe the People had contributed toward ie be 
Building, or becauſe he was Pontifex Maximus, Wil k tha 
„ ae bao. 


always were diſtinguiſh'd by their Publick, as well as 
private Houſes. - He did one remarkable thing this 
ear, as more peculiarly belonging to his Office of 
Pontifex Maximus, Which was a further and compleat 


Month of February; but thenceforward, he comman- 
led that one Day in the beginning of every fifthYear, 
ſhou'd be intercalated, according to the Inſtitution 
of Falius Ceſar ; and for the perpetual Obſervation 
of this Order, he caus'd it ro be engraven in Brals. 
And from this Year, the Accounts of Time took + 
heir Riſe, this Courſe being conſtantly obfery'd, 
Fill the change madeſin the Calendar by Pope Gregory, 
1574 years after. But leſt the Roman Fairs which 
ere held every ninth Day, ſhould fall upon the Ra- 
end of January, one Day was often added in the 
End of the preceding Year, over and above the Cu- 
om, and taken away again the Lear followin 
hat the whole Courſe might exactly agree, with — 
ormer Inſtitution of Julius Ceſer, which was made 
bout 47 Years before the laſt Change. | 
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aj! bey might have ſuch Daughters and ſuch Wives. Ho-. 
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Reformation of the Roman Year. The third Interca- 7h 1a# Re- 
aryDay,which had crept in by the Careleſneſs of the formarion 


man Priefts, being ſuperfluous, was omitted in the 4 we wat 1 
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ever he conferr'd extraordinary Favours upon her 


Husband Tiberius, tho the People had affronted hig 
for her ſake: He firſt made him Partner in his Th 


buneſbip for five Years, and partly through the prevail 


ing Solicitations of Livia, and partly from the Hope 
he conceiv'd of his Vertues outweighing his Vices, 


Auguitus. as Ss etonius thinks, he after that adopted him for his 


And Ger- 
manicus 


= 


by Tibert. 


Son. Tacitus wou'd inſinuate that he did this, becaule 
he knew the Wickedneſs of his Succeſſor, would 
make his Death more regretted, and his Reign more 
admir'd; but whatever were his Motives, he publick- 
ly ſwore before the People, That be adopted Tiberius, 
for the ſake of the Common- Mealtb. His cautious Pro- 
ceeding in this Matter, was very remarkable ; for 
firſt, to prevent any Inconveniencies that might be 
occaſion'd by ſuch an Advancement of Tiberius, he 
caus'd him to adopt his Brother Druſus's Son German 
cus, a Youth of rare Vertues and amazing Excellem 
cies, tho' at the ſame time, Tiberius had a Son of hi 
own; and in the ſame Day, Auguſtus likewiſe adopted 
Agrippa Poſthumus, the only ſurviving Brother of Cas 
us and Lucius. After Auguſtus had thus ſtrengthen 
himſelf by the Adoption of Tiberius and Agrippa, hi 
undertook a new Purgation and Modelling of ths 
Senate, and again ſtrictly examin'd into the Manw 
miſſion of Slaves, and took care that his formet 
Laws ſhou'd be faithfully executed. At the fame 
time he generouſly recruited the Eſtates and Fortune 
of ſeveral young Men both of Senatorian and Equeſtth 
an Dignity, whoſe Lives were promiſing, and had 
fallen into Decay, without any Crimes of theirs: } 
In the mean time a great and dangerous Coth 
Tpiracy .againſt the Emperor was diſcover d; and 
Cornelius Cinna, Gtandſon to Pompey by his Daughteg 
was found to be the principal Perſon concern d, be 
ſides ſome others of the higheſt Rank. The Know 
ledge of this was a very ſenſible Affliction to 4 
xuſtur, and the more, becauſe he knew not how 


3 ; FT determine 


1873 8 BY 


ha 


ter 
on 
eatl 
ere 
di 
Dura: 
ckin 
ente 
eſt fc 
tific 
d b 
leme 
, an 
ſent ! 
led t 


erſons 


ons, 
ſtanc 
ted ( 
whi 
your 
40 


tends 


$ . 


termine any thing N the 
oaſpirators Perſons: For if he ſhou'd put em to 
eath, he fear d to exaſperate their Friends, who 
ere able to have raisd dangerous Diſturbances ; | 
a it he ſhou'd pardon em, it might too much en- A, 
\urage others in the like pernicious Attempts. His 
Icking Doubts, and his penetrating Warineſs ſo tor- 
ented him in this Exigency, that he could have no 
ea for a conſiderable ſpace, till Livia by her refin'd 
refWrcifices, extorted this important Secret from him, 
„a by many ingenious and politick Arguments for 
5, WMlemency, perſwaded him, To avoid all violent Reme- 
„,, and make uſe of Leniti ves, as the only Cure for this 
{ent Diſtemper. But whether mov d by her Reaſons, 
led by his own Diſcretion, he ſent for the guilty 
rſons, only corrected em with Words and Inſtru- 
ons, and diſmiſs d them; and to ſhew a farther 
ſtance of his Clemency and Generoſity, he nomi- 
ted Cornelius Conſul for the next enſuing Year. 
which time he told him thus, I have twice given 
your Life; firſt as an Enemy, and next as a Rebel; 
lnow I give you the Conſulſhip. Let us therefore he 
jends for the future, and ſtrive to ſhew whether my Con- 
nce or your Fidelity a moſt remarkable. This Action, 
which was ſhewnas much Courage as Judgment. 
far oblig d all Men, and had ſuch happy Effects 
on others, that from thattime, as Dion writes, not 
ly all Conſpiracies againſt him ceas'd, but like- 
ſe the very Suſpicion and Imagination of em. 
n the following Year, when Cornelius was one of 
> Conſuls, the Soldiers much complain d of the 
alneſs of their Pay, and the want of their uſual 
wards ; which occaſion d Auguſtus in a ſhort time 
er, to erect a Military Treaſury, committing the 
arge thereof to three Perſons of Prætorian Rank, 
o were to be attended by two Lictors and Ser- 
ts. For the more ſpeedy Advertiſement of Oo. 
rences in his Provinces, he had formerly * 0 
95 


my A- 


grippa ba- 
wiſh'd. 


mily, and-odious to the Emperor, tflat he bun- 
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ed young Men upon all great Roads, who being 
no great Diſtance, ran on foot with the News fre 
one to another; but now he plac'd a fort of flyin 
Chariots, judging them more commodious for H 
pedition, and more convenient for the Examinatiq 
and Diſcourfing with the Meſſengers, when Ocal 
on requit'dit. In this and the following Year, Rat 
was much afflicted-with Famine, infomuch, that il 
Gladiators, and all the ſaleable Slaves, were ſent 
Miles diftane-from the City, and Augufurhinfelf, 
well as many others, ſent away their Servants.” | 
nators were now permitted to go whither they d 
ſir'd ; andileſt the Senatuſconſalta ſhou'd by this mel 
be of leſs Force, it was decreed, That whateverw 
enacted by choſe Senators in the City, ſhon'd be ni 
lid. Avgnſus {till gave as much Corn as formerly, 
ſuch as uſually receiv'd it of the Publick, havil 
ſome few Years ſince, reduc'd their -indeterminil 
Number to two hundred thouſand. But finding! 
this too little, he wou'd not permit the Peopld| 
feaſt publickly on his Birth-Day : And thefe Wat 
and Miſeries, made many of the common Peco 
very tumultuous and ſeditious; but thoſe Difhurba 
ces gradually abated, as the Plenty of Proviſions i 
Neceſſariesencreas d. Auguſtus was now no lefs a 
barrafs'd in the Troubles of his own Family, than 
thoſe of the Publick; for Young Agrippa, whom! 
bad lately adopted, by his extravagant Life, and 
reclaimable Vices, became 16 ſcandalous to h 


him to the Hand of Planaſia. After tliis, Wfene 
any mention was made of him, or the two Fall 
he wou d often witch a profound Sigh cry, Na 
Heaven'T bad lid d without 'a Wife," or df d wirbt Of 
dren ! Nor did he-ordinatily calf ein by any al 
Name, chan his three Bikes or Impoftbatnet.” 
At chis time were many Wars inthe Province, 
well as Miferiesim the City. The Haan in Afar bei 
* 
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ith Devaſtations, but proceeding to a War, were 
erthrown, The Gætuli in Africk, refuſing any lon- 
er to be ſubje& to King Juba, took Arms againſt 
m, and kill'd many Romans, making likewile iſo 
ong an Oppoſtion, that C..Coſſus for ſubduing that 
ation obtain'd Triumphal Honours, and the Sur- 
ame of Gætulicus. Several Expeditions, were made 
rainſt the Germans, andprincipally by Tiberius, who 
erc'd with his Conquering Arms, as far as the 7 
gis and Albis, did noble Service in thoſe Parts, and 
un' d great and rich Spoils; which caus d both him 
d Auguſtus to receive again the Title of Iyperator. 
t the moſt dangerous War was rais d about this 
e by the Dalmatians and Pannonians, who now 
own in Strength, and unſatisfied with the Benefits | 
a long Peace, and the Burden of a longer Tri- 
te, had revolted, and join d with all che Neigh- 
uring Nations, gathering together an Army of 
0000 Foot, and-gooo, Horſe, which very much 
reatn'd Italy and Rome it ſelf. Levies. were there- | 
re made with the utmoſt Expedition, the Veterane | 
ldiers recall'd from all Parts, and Auguſtus left 
me, and betook himſelf to Ariminum, for the 
eater Convenieney of Correſpondence and Di- 
tions : And tho perſonal Valour was nat this 
nperor's greateſt Vertue, yet no Prince in the 
orld gave wiſer Orders een urgent Qccaſions, 
cou d tranſport himſelf with greater Expedition 1 
Advantage into all Parts of his Dominions, when 
caſion requir'd it. The War continu d nigh three 
ars, with great Dangers and Difficulties, being 
ncipally manag'd by Tiberius and Germanicus, the 
ter of which gain d extraordinary Honour and 
putation againſt thoſa fierce. People. Upon their 
duction, Bato their General being ſummon d be- 
e Tiberiuss Tribunal, was ask d by him, Fer anbat 
on they would reualt, and cout inub in Rebellion againſt 
Roman Arm This General bald asu 
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The Roman Hiſtory. Book 
That they themſelves were the Aggreſſori, who inſtead / 
Dogs and Shepherds to ſecure their Flocks, bad appoint 


Wolves and Wild Beaſts to devour em. 
Before this War was compleatly finiſh'd, Aug 
in the Winter return'd to: Rome, where great Com 
plaints were made to him concerning the tod g 
Number of the unmarry'd Equites, which in a 
meaſure proceeded from the Loon of their Lived tt 
This, together with the fatal Example of it to othen h W 
appear'd a Matter of fo dangerous a ConſequendWwar 
to this good Emperor, that he immediately ſun 1m: 
mon'd the whole Body of the Equeſtrian Order Ma: 
where, in the Aſſembly, he order'd the Mary limi 
and Unmarry'd Perſons to be ſeparately placdWrcrav 
Then obſerving the former to be much inferior e b 
the latter in Number, after a high applauding his 
the Marry'd Sort, he told the other, That their Lu oſen 
and Actions bad been ſo peculiar, that he knew not Wing 
hat Name to call em; not by that of Men, for they f ma 
Form d nothing that was Manly ; not by that of Citisu gere 
. for the City might periſh notwithſtanding their Care; M To h 
| by that of Romans, for they deſign'd to extirpate the ROW por 
man Name. Then proceeding to ſhew his tend, 7 
Care and hearty Affection for his People, he furthi we 
told em, That their Courſe of Life wat of ſuch pernicii l Ar. 
' Conſequence to the Glory and Grandeur of the Roman N 
tion, that he cou d not chuſe but tell em, That all of 
Crimes put together, cou'd not equalize theirs : For, #l 
were guilty of Murder, in not ſuffering thoſe to be by 
which ſhou d proceed from em; of Impiety, in cauſing | 
Names and Honours of their Anceſtors to ceaſe ; a 
Sacrilege, in deſtroying their Kind, which proceed from i 
Immortal Gods, and Human Nature, the principal Thi 
conſecrated io em. Therefore, in this reſpect they diſſals 
the Government, in diſobeying its Laws; betray d thi 
Country, by making it Barren and Waſte ; nay, and! 
moliſh d their City, ip depriving it of Inhabitants. 4 
be was ſenſible that all this proceeded not from any kind 
Late | Veri 
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tue or Abſtinence, but from a Looſeneſs and Wantonneſs, 
ich ought never to be encourag d in any Civil Govern 
„t. Having finiſh'd his Speech, he immediately 
reas'd the Rewards of ſuch as had Children, and 
pos'd conſiderable Fines upon unmarry'd Perſons, 
owing them the Term of a Year, in which Space | 
hey comply'd, they were freed from the Penalty. 
et to ſhew that he wou d diſcourage nothing that 
d the appearance of Vertue, he beſtow'd upon 
h Women as had vow'd a perpetual Virginity, | 
wards equal to Mothers. And obſerving that b - - if 
> Immaturity of Contracts, and frequent changing 
Marriages, the Force of his Laws were eluded, 
limited che Time of Contracts, and regulated the 
2(WW:cavagancies of Divorces. This fame Year Au- 
„ baniſh'd Ovid, the famous Poet, into Pontus, The Ban- 
his Aniorous Eligies and his Art of Love, the — 
oſeneſs of which being thought capable of cor- 
ing a larger Empire than that of the Roman:; | 
om many ſuppoſe it was for ſuch ſecret Crimes, or 
nl {crous Diſcoveries, as muſt have been more fa- 
o him than Baniſhmene.. 
pon the finiſhing the Wars in Dalmatia and Pan- A. D. 
ia, Tiberius and Germanicus return'd to Rome, where 10. 
y were decreed Triumphal Honours, and Trium- 
al Arches in Pannonia, on which magnificent Tro- | 
jes were plac d. Germanicus for his excellent Ser- | by 
es was alſo allow'd Pretoriay Honours, and Liber. 
to ſtand for the Conſulſhip, tho' only twenty four | 
ars of Age. But the Joy of theſe Triumphs and | 
Advancements in Rome immediately vaniſh'd ; 
n the dreadful News from Germany of the entire | 
eat of Quintilius Varul; a Perſon rather of an I1- i Y 
ious than a Noble Family, who commanded in EY 
t Country, and acted as tho' the Germans were 9 
re eaſily curb'd by the Roman Laws than the Ro- l 
Sword. He had manag'd his Affairs with that 
eeding Careleſsneſs and Indiſcretion, that the 
N cy. ( 
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means to draw him into their Country, throng 
Woods and Marſhes in ſeparate Bodies, which ca 


in a very diſturb d and diſorderly manner, knock 


Parts; but ſubdu d no Nation, nor fought any Batid 


The Roman Hiſtory. Bock ha 
German: by their Induſtry and Stratagems eafily fou 


the loſs of his Life, and the entire deſtruction 
three compleat Legions, with as many Alæ, and 
Cohorts; an Overthrow the greateſt that the Romy 
ever receiv d fince that of . Craſſus againſt the Park 
ans, above Eo Years before. Theſe were the beſt a 
choiceſt. Legions of the whole Empire, either 
Valour, Diſcipline, or Experience; ſo that the Ney 
of this Loſs at Rome, together with the defence 


State of Italy againſt the Gauls and Germans, put tl. 5 
City into a great Conſternation, Guards being | f 

in all Places to. prevent Tumults and Diſturbang 5 
This was ſuch a ſenſible Affliction to the good O;.. © 


Emperor, that he let his Beard and Hair grow | 
ſeveral Months; and, as many write, did ſometig 


Head againft the Wall, crying, Refore. the Legia 
Varus! He vow'd the great Games to Jupiter, whe 
he recover'd the Commonwealth, as had been doi 
formerly in the Wars of the Cimbri and Marſi; al 
heyearly obſerv'd the Pay of this Defeat as:a Di 
of Mourning. Upon Intelligence, ſhortly after, ij 
the Germans had not paſs'd the Rhine, as was g 
pected, nor made any great Advantage of their.V 
Rory, the Peoples Fears were much: abated; ho 
ever Auguſtus was {till very diligent in raiſing 
Men he cou'd procure, which he ſuddenly, difpatel 
away under the Command of Tiberius into Germunj 

Tiberius invaded Germany with much Vigour, togl 
ther with Germanicus, who had the Power of H 
conſul: They made great Devaſtations in mall 


keeping chiefly about the Rhine, and prudently4 
voiding thoſe falſe ſteps which ruin'd-Yarus,,. Inf 
latter end. of the Year: they return d to Rom, 
which time Young Druſus, the Son of Tiberius, W 

| ab 
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ade 2ueſter,. and ſixteen: Pretors were created at I 
i time, tho for many Years following there were fn 
t twelve, Some Diſturbances being nom rais d b 
gurs and Fortune- Tellers, Auguſtus. wiſely forb 
ſuch Perſons to uſe; any publick or private Pre- fl 
tions concerning the Death of any Man; not | j 
at he was any way apprehenſive himſelf; for he 2 
blickly expos d the Schenie of the Heaven under ö 
ich he was ſuppos dito have been born He alſo 
mmanded, That none ſhould. give: Publick Ho- h 
urs to Governors of-Provinces, during the Time q | 
their Adminiſtration, nor within ſixty Days after - = 
ir Departure; becauſe by reaſon of the:Hbnours = 
] Applauſes they receivid there, they oſten carry id 
mſelves hautily, and acted injuriouſſy to tlie 
blick. He ſhew'd more than ordinary Kindneſs 
| Favqur- to Germanicus, who; according to- His > Sl | 
Y 


h Mexits, was: ſhortly after made: Conſul witit 
Capito; and now Auguſtus being grown ancient, 
he 74:6; Vearof his Age, he by Writing recom- 
nded Germanicu / to the Senate, andithe Senate tu | 
eius. He deſir d the Senate, Thur - they word noi > 
er ſalute bim at the Palace, according to 5 | 
tale it amiſs if fon the fature be cou d not-publickly 
erſe with\'em as formerly. From-this time Tiberius 
join d in the Government of:ithe:Provinces with 

uſtus, and inveſted: with almoſt the ſame Auth 

Vet after. this Ar guſtus did no ways throw off 
Care and Concermof the Commonwealth; or | 
himſelf up to his. Eaſe, but by. many wiſe and = 
vous Actions, ſhew'd'!himſelfſtilt: a hearty: and 
ous Lover of his People, and a trus and affecti- 
e Father of his. Country. ri ce | 
he Year following the Gonlulſtiip of Germanien, 4. D. 
ens fourth Ten ears being expir dh he wier 14. 1 
= Unwillingneſs took: upon» him the Govern- FR 
Wo: for Teglonger; butcransferr'd! the Authority "+ WM) 
bdecrpetual ribune· ſnin upon Neri; and _ 

| wiſe 


a 


0. 
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ing for the Conſulſhip within three Years: *Findi 


merly but fifteen for ſix Months; and it was decree 


with the Conſuls, and his adopted Nephews, ſhoj 


liver'd it to the Veſtal Virgins; in the following, | 


an Eagle was obſery'd to fly about him ſeveral Tim 


as Beneventum ; but returning back indiſpos d ' by 


meaning not only the Beauty and Neatneſsoft 
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wiſe granted his Son Druſus the Privilege of bee 
age 


it very inconvenient to come to the Senate by 
ſon of his Age, he deſir'd to have twenty Prin 
Councellors aſſign'd him for a Lear, having { 


That whatever he agreed upon with them, togeth 


have the ſame Force as if they were voted in 
Curia. This Year Auguſtus made his Will, and d ing 


folemniz'd a Cenſus, in which Luffrum were fou 
four Millions and 137000 Heads in Rome, a Numb 
proportionable to the vaſtneſs of the Roman Don 
nions. While the Ceremonies were performing, vi 
a mighty Concourſe of People in the Campas Mari 


and directing her Flight to a Chappel, fat over ul 
Name of Agrippa; which, with ſome other thing 
the like Nature, was by all look'd upon as a pre 
ging Omen of his Death ſhortly after. The! 
gurs declar'd it wou'd be after a hundred Days, fi 
the firſt Letter of Ceſar being ſtruck off his Statue 
2 Thunder-Bolt ; at which time he ſhou'd be it 
kon'd among the Gods, for 4ES AR in the He 

rian Tongue fignifies a God. Shortly after he { 
Tiberius into Illyricum, and accompany'd him as F 


Diarrhea, he came to Nola nigh Capua, and thi 
finding himſelf dangerouſly ill, he ſent for Til 
and his moſt inward Friends and Acquaintance, 
whom he recommended many wiſe - and ul 
Things, particularly telling em, Tbat he had 
Rome built of Brick, but be had left it 'of Mit 
Buildings, but alſo the Majeſty and Firmneſs oft 
Empire. Then calling for a Looking-Glafs, 
caus d his Hair to be comb'd, and n 
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hee ks to be ſmooth'd up, as an Actor upon the 
age, he ask'd his Friends, Whether he had play d bis 


e; and Fare wel. 


— 


Such was the End of the Great Auguſtus, who dy d 
moſt in the 76th Year of his Age, to the unexpreſ- 
ble Grief of the whole City and Empire; his Death 
ing promoted, as ſome believe, by the exquiſice 


\ Wontrivances of Livia, who, by reaſon of a late pri- 


oute Viſit to his Baniſh'd Grandſon Agrippa, mucti 
m ar'd che Diſinheriting of her Son Tiberius. To draw 
on; Character in ſhort, He was a Perſon of the high- 
wilt Learning and Eloquence, and the moſt amazing 
rt iſlom and Sagacity ; and tho he cannot be ſaid 
have had ſo large a Soul, and ſo vaſt a Genius as his 
reat Uncle Julius Ceſar, yet he had as Generous 
emper, a Mind as penetrating, and certainly a 


eee of Women, and his Cruelty and fallacious 
 TroWtions in the ſecond Triumvirate; in the former he 
tue not very exceſſive, except in relation to his own 
e ite Livia; and the latter proceeded not from his 
Ha ture and Temper, but were purely the effects of 
ſexquiſite Policy: However, his innumerable Acts 

viſdom and Virtue afterwards, ſufficiently wißd 
ay thoſe Blots and Imperfections; and never any 
Ince, in what Age ſoever, was more univerſally 
nour'd and eſteem'd by the greateſt Potentates 
on Earth, nor more truly belov'd and ador'd by 
own Subjects. He was almoſt Matchleſs in his 
ernment, yet conſidering the many Misfortunes 
his Life, it's hard to judge whether he was more 
ppy than miferable. He is mott properly call's 


lius Ceſar is ſaid to have mark'd it out, having 
80 d almoſt 41. _ from the full Eſtabliſh» 


rt 2:11 ? And upon their anſwering; Ns, he cry'd,, . 
audite! and fo expir'd in the Embraces of his be - De Dearh 


v'd Wife Livia, bidding her Remember their Marri- ya 


— 


— — — — 1 * — — 4 
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Wore regular Spirit. His principal Vices were his 


Founder and Former of the Roman Empire, as 


mem 


R 4 * 
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ment of his Authority by the Senate and Peopl 
and 44 from the Death of his Rival Antbony, orn 
ther from the Battel of A#ium, from which tiny 
many will have his Reign to commence, as ſony 
will have it from the Death of Julius Cæſar, whit 
makes his Reign 57 Years, according to that A 
count. He dy d inthe 767th Year of the Ciry, thy 
ſecond of the 198:h Olympiad, and the 15th Yeart 


dſrOT) 
hat 


— . . . - on , Wer 

our Saviour Chriſt, leaving Rome in a State flouril * 
ing beyond all other Cities in the World. 4 

mn | | "> "on \f 7 


C H A P. I.. 
From the Death of Auguſtus, to the Death. 
Tiberius the Third Emperor, who debas'd, 4 
| brought the chief Corruptions into the Romi er 


Empire. 


Containing the Space of above 22 Tears, 


N HE Affairs of the Empire were now ſo unſ 
15. 1 tled, and the Fears of Livia ſo ſtrong, that 


ſome Space of Time the Death of Augaſtas was ktj * Ci 
ſecret, leſt upon the Abſence of Tiberius in Ihriaſhere 

ſome Tumults and Diſturbances might happen toll owe: 
Diſadvantage. It is very doubtful, whether Tei the; 


at his Return found him alive or dead; for Livia 
carefully guarded and ſecured; the Paſſages tot 
Houſe, ſometimes intimating his Recovery, and 
gain a Relapſe; till having ſettled Matters as ! 
Time and Occafion requir'd, the ſame Report wil 
not long before brought the joyful Newsof Aae 
14 Amendment, now publiſh'd his Death, and chat 
BE nuns A. berius was in actual poſſeſſion of the Empire. Ini 
dgdrippa dime of theſe ſecret Practices and Contrivand 
vurder dl. Loung Agrippa, whom Auguſtus had baniſtid, 


„ 3 
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ow murder d by order of Tiberius, with this Report 
ade, That it was done by the particular Appointment of | 
\uguſtus, who bad given Charge to the Centurion that 
uarded him, to diſpatch bim upon the firſt Intelligence of 
Bi; Death. And Tiberius, the better co ſupport this | 
tory, when the Centurion gave him an Account, = 
hat he bad perform d hu Commands, immediately an- g 
wer d him, That he had given bim no ſuch Command, and 
bat be ſhou'd anſwer it before the Senate. Criſpus Sallu- 1 
us, who was acquainted with the greateft Secrets | 
f Tiberius, hearing of this, and fearing his own 
Danger, immediately advis'd Livia, by no means to 
lvulge the Secrets of ber Houſe, the Counſel of Friends, and 
be Services of Soldiers 3 and that Tiberius ſboy'd beware 
f weakening and diminiſhing the Sovereign Authority, by |, 
ferring all Things to the Senate; the Nature of abſolute 
wer being ſuch as cou d not be preſery'd entire but in 
e alone, By which means the whole Matter was 
uſh'd and paſs'd over without any further Noiſe or 
Inquiry about it. Fear ok | 8 
In the mean time the Body of Auguſtus was born 
the principal Men of the ſeveral Cities from 
ola to Rome, where it was receiv'd in a ſolemn and 
ompous Manner by the Equites, and brought into 
e City by Night. The Day following the Senate 
ere aſſembled by vertue of Tiberius s Tribunitial 
ower, to which Aſſembly the Senators came only = 
their Equeſtrian Habit, and the Magiſtrates in their | 4 
natorian, except the Prætexta. Tiberius and his Son 1 
ruſus both appear'd in deep Mourning, and offer d 
cenſe at their coming, omitting the uſual Cere- 
ony of Trumpeters. The Senators being ſeated 
their uſual Places, and the Conſuls at this time 
ow 'em, Tiberius began a conſolatory Oration to 
n, but ſuddenly ſtopp'd in the beginning of his 
eech, as unable to reſtrain the Violence of his Sor- 
W, and with a profound Sigh wiſh'd, Tat not only 
Voice, but bis Life 9 fall bim; and at theme 
2 time 


þ 


wou d not reſtore his Daughter Julia, Wife to Tibe 
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time gave his Notes to his Son Druſus to read em out, 
After which Polybius, one of Auguſtus's Freed- Men, 
publickly read his Will in the Senate-Houſe, where. 
in he made Tiberias and Livia his Heirs ; and by that 
Livia was likewiſe adopted into the Fulian Family, 
and intituled by the Name of Auguſta. His Will be. 
gan in this term, Whereas my Sons Caius and Lucius 
have been unfortunately taken from me, I do hereby nomi- 
nate Tiberius to be my Succeſſor, &c. Which Preface 
made moſt conclude, that his choice of Tiberius was 
more the Effects of Neceſſity than Freedom. He 
gave conſiderable Legacies to many Private Perſons, 
to thoſe of the Prætorian Guards, to the Legionary 
Soldiers, and to all the Inhabitants of Rome. He 
was very bountiful to the Children of many, but 


rius; but particularly forbad her being bury'd in his 
Sepulchre, notwithſtanding he left her a Legacy in 
his Will. Beſides his Will, four other Writings d 
his were produc'd at this time: In one he had leſ 
Inſtructions concerning his Funeral: In another, an 
Enumeration was made of his ſeveral Exploits, which 
was to be cut in Tables of Braſs, and plac'd befor 
his Monument. The third Writing contain'd, al 
Account of the Provinces, Forces, and Revenues 0 
the Empire, wich the Iſſues, Arrears, State of ti 
Treaſury,with other Matters belonging to the Pub: 
lick. In the fourth he gave many wiſe Inſtru&ion 
and Directions to Tiberias and the Commonwealth 
Among other Things there, it was his Opinio 

That they ought carefully to endeavour the committing i 
Government to Perſons beſt qualify d for it, and not to. 
lea too much Authority to one Man, leſt he ſbou'd turn Tj 
rant, or bis Ruin endanger the Commonwealth. He lK 
wiſe charg'd em, to be [atisfy'd with their preſent Ml 
tune, and not to deſire the Enlargement of the Empin 
Bounds ; for it being difficult to keep what they hads 
ready gain d, they wind probably, by endeavouring 11 


* 
— 
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1 more, loſe what they now poſſeſid. After this fol- 
„oed his Funeral, which was ſfolemniz'd with ex- 
&caordinary Pomp and Magnificence, Tiberizs himſelf 
making his Funeral Oration, which he did with fuch | 
aoquence and Artifice, as ſuiced both the Greatneſs 1 
Wof his Parts, and the Depth of his Deſigns. It was | 
Necreed, that Women ſhould mourn for him a-whole | 
ear; Temples were erected to him, Divine Ho- ] 
Piours allow'd him, and a Sum of Money given by 
Livia to Numerius Attics, à Senator, as Dion relates 


i it, for having ſworn that he ſaw him aſcending in- 
Vo Heaven, as Preclus anciently had ſaid of Romulus. 
7. The People of Rome at this time began to raiſe 


zrious Diſcourſes, and ſeveral had great Expecta- 
ions of their ancient Liberties ; but now the Conſals, 


Ne Senators, and Equites, ran headlong into Servitude, as 
1 . 2 * - 
71 Lcitus writes; and that Complaiſance and juſt 


Eſteem they had for the Perſon of Auguſtus, was 
ow degenerated into baſe Fawnings and vile Flat- 
eries to Tiberius. All Suits and Petitions were now 
ade to him; and being'offer'd the Government 
n the Senate, tho' he had already ſecur'd ir tohim- 
elf, he with much Artifice began to diſcourſe of 
he Greatneſs of the Roman Empire, and in modeſt 
Terms of his own Inſufficiency, thought the Care 
nd Wiſdom of Auguſtus only capable of ſo weighty a 
TL barge : That bimſelf, being advancd by Auguſtus as f 
m 4[ſociate and Partner in the State, bad by ſuffcient - | a 
Proofs learnt the Difficulties, Contingencies, and Danger: i 
aſeparably annex d to Rule and Sovereignty: And fince the 
ity was ſo happily repleniſh'd with great Numbers of Fa. 
ous and wortby Perſons, it were bigbly more advantage- 
us, that many by joining their Cares and Counſels, ſhould 
ndertake this Charge, than to lay the whole Burden upon 
we Man. After which he expreſt himſelf in more 
joubtful and ambiguous Terms than before, till the 
hole Body of the Senators, in the moſt low and 
umble manner imaginable, begg d of him ta * 
E 3 | \ cept 


1 
1 
Y 
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Tiberius 
takes upon 
him ie 


Empire. 


from all which he hegg d to be excus d. Gallus perceiving 


ſo mighty a Charge as that of the Roman 9 


The Roman Hiſtory. Book 
cept of the Government. Tiberius then inſinuating 
That he was unable to take Charge of the whole, but d 
their Requeſts was willing to undertake the Protection 
any one Part they ſhould think proper to aſſign bim; Afinig 
Gallus ask d him, What Part be was willing to accept uf 
Which unexpected Demand much ſtartled Tiberju 
who for a while ſtood mute; but recovering hin 
ſelf, he with a ſubtle Coldneſs anſwer d, That it i 
became his Modeſty to chuſe or refuſe any one Part of tba 


him inwardly offended, as readily reply'd, Thath 
did not offer that Queſtion, as tho he deſign d to divid 
what in it ſelf was inſeparable ; but by bu own Confeſſn 
to convince him, That the Commonwealth was but 
Body, and conſequently to be actuated by one Soul. Tha 
continuing his Speech, he inſiſted upon the greg 
Merits and Accompliſhments of Tiberius, and en 
larg'd upon the noble Victories and Conquelts | 
had gain'd abroad; all which would by no meay 
appeaſe his private Anger and ſecret Malice again 
him. At length Tiberius being wearied by the Cl 
mours of all in general, and the Importunities 9 
ſome in particular, by little and little yielded to th 
Requeſts ; not that he would confeſs, That he tal 


bim, but to finiſh all troubleſome Denials, and all fun 
Intreaties : Adding at laſt, That he would accept a 
keep the Empire, till ſuch time as they in their great P 
dence ſhould think fit to give Repoſe to bs Old Age. Thi 
was a Crafty Diſſimulation on one Side, and a moi 
dangerous Flattery on the other, carry'd to a I 
gree that prov'd very injurious to the Roman Stal 
and People. : 1 
Tiberius was now Fifty fix Years of Age, when 
enter'd upon the Government; and was not we 
ſettled in his Throne, when he receiv'd Intelligend 
that the Legions in Pannonia or Hungary, hearing 
the Death of 4uguſtur, and deſiring Novelties and 
| | mol 
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nore licentious Freedom, had mutinied and revolted 
rom Julius Bleſus their Commandef, a Captain 
all'd Percenius being Principal of the Mutiny, A- 
inſt theſe Tiberius ſent his Son Druſus with the ut- 
oſt Diligence, who, after their requiring many 
great and unreaſonable Advantages, quieted em 
vith much Danger and Difficulty, firſt by taking 
dvantage of a total Eclipſe of the Moon, which ha 
uch diſcourag'd em, and then by putting to Death 
ercenius, With ſome other Perſons moſt engag d in 
his Mutiny. As this Accident had much moy'd 
ſiberius, and caus'd him to be extreamly cautious in 
is Government at home, another Commotion had 
till greater Effects upon him: For almoſt at the 
ame time, and for the ſame Cauſes, the Legions of 


ll, rebell'd ; which -prov'd the more violent and 
langerous, as being far more ftrong and numerous 
han the other. Theſe boldly began to affirm, Thar 


ts principal Grandeur was owing to their Arms and Con- 
queſts ; and when Germanicus arrived at the Camp, 
hey unanimouſly refolv'd to chuſe him Emperor, in 
dppoſition to Tiberius. Germanicus was the Soldiers 
Darling, and was almoſt Idolized by em; ſo that 
e might with no great Difficulties have rais'd him- 


is unbounded Greatnefs of Mind and Generofity 
ou d not permit him to accept of any ſuch Offer ; 
ho' his Refuſal, and his indefatigable Endeavours 
0 appeaſe the Soldiers, often endanger'd his Life. 


hildren, to the extreameſt Hazards imaginable ; till 
L St laſt, by his induſtrious Skill and wife Conduct, by 


, home and unexpected cutting off many of the 


ag his Forces againſt the Germans, he wholly quieted 
teſe Diſturbances. Ms extreamly rejoye'd WV 
5 | 4 this 


ay 


ermany, in the Abſence of Germanicus their Gene- 


be whole Roman Empire was in their Hands, and that 


elf to the higheſt Dignity in the Roman State: But 


is great Loyalty here put him with his Wife and 


principal Revolters, and a quick- and ſudden turn- 


55 


The Death 
of Julia. 
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_ affirming, That all mortal Things were mutable and une 
rain, and the higher he was rait d, bis State wou d bet 
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this News, but was much diſſatisfied to find Germs 


nicus ſucceed fo proſperouſſy in this and other Aci 
ons ; tho' at the ſame time he highly applauded al 
his Exploits before the Senate, who for this and . 
ther great Succeſles againſſ the Germans, ſhortly aſig 
decreed him great Honours. In the ſame Year diet 


Fulia in extream Want and Miſery, being firſt de 


priv'd of her Annual Penſions by her Husband Tiþs 
rias, and then of all Hopes or Aſſiſtance; an En 


ſuitable to one who had ſo vilely debas'd her eli 


and fo publickly ſcandaliz d the nobleſt Family i 
the World. | e 

The late dangerous Diſorders in Germany, togs 
ther with the venerable Eſteem all had for Germanic 
was a ſevere Reſtraint to the Actions of Tiberius, wht 
now with a wonderful Diſſimulation conceal'dthok 
Vices and Enormities; which afterwards diſplay( 
themſelves ſo openly ; and in almoſt all things ace 
like a truly generous, diſcreet, and mild Prince. H 


utterly rejected many of choſe great Names and Tit 


of Honour, which were ſo readily offer'd him by t 
Senate, and wou'd not allow em to build any Tem 
ples to him. He likewiſe forbad em to erect an 
Statues to him, without expreſs Command; andi 


at any time he did permit it, it was with this part 


cular Caution, That they ſhou d not plece em among il 


Images of the Gods, as they had done many othen 


He ſeem'd much diſpleas d when he heard himltl 
prais d and extoll'd, and wholly refus'd the Titles 
Father of bis Country, whicłr the People had often, ant 
with great Applauſes attributed to him. Nor wol 
he permit any to ſwear to the Obſervation of his 


ee 


ha 
hin 
her 
E m 
rita 
id u. 
s AC 
tion 
Men 


inſt 
pu'd 
and 
th f 
ud u 
an 1701 
hat 2 
10 45 
By th 
„ he 

biti 
ime 
rice, 
ling 
> Art 
th th 
OvInc 
ght e 
h fo 
bt to J 
tely a 
dn ſo 
luxui 


di vances, tho the Senate were there conſentingtoi Matin 


mare expos d to Danger and Ruin. He diſſembled ll 


| wile an extraordinary Patience and Meekneſs upon 
Oecaſions; and tho in the Senate there paſs d Joi 
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lings contrary to bis Will and Opinion, and in 
ber Affairs he met with ſome Oppoſition, yet he 
ear d not the leaſt diſpleas'd or offended. And un- 
te ſtarding that ſome ſpoke very detractingly of him, 
d us'd many opprobrious Speeches againſt him and 
en Adminiſtration; he ſhew'd no Diſcontent or Alte- 
de tion; but mildly ſaid, That in à free City, the Tongues 
ien ougbt to be free alſo. And when the Senate wou'd 
ve exhibited Informations, and have proceeded a- 
einst ſome who publiſh'd Libels againſt him, he 
nWou'd not conſent to it, alledging, That he had great- 
(ud more uſeful Employments, than to embarraſs himſelf 
th ſuch Trivial Matters ; adding further, That be 
d uſeno other Puniſhment againſt ſuch as defam d bim, 
in troubling em with keeping an Account of bis Actions; 
bat were inſufficient, be cou d ſatisfie himſelf with ba- 
ng as ſmall an Eſteem for them, as they bad for bim. 
By theſe and other Acts of Patience and Clemen- 
, he not only cover'd over his Cruelty, Pride, and- 
bition, bur by his extraordinary Addreſs, he for 
ime mask d his Incontinence, Looſeneſs, and A- 
rice, which laſt was his moſt apparent and pre- 
ling Paſſion ; all which he did with ſuch exqui- 
e Artifices, that he ſeem'd to be no ways infected 
th theſe Vices. And when ſome Governors of 
ovinces demonſtrated to him by what Means he 
ght eaſily increaſe his Revenues from thence, he 
h ſome Concern anſwer'd, That a good Shepherd 
bt to ſhear, but never to flea ba Flock 5 and imme- 
tely abated ſome Tributes, and conferr'd Honours 
dn ſome particular Perſons there. He conceal'd 
lexurious Temper by reſtraining the Delicacies 
Lating-Houſes and Taverns, and his libidinous 
poſitions by ſeverely puniſhing and baniſhing ma- 
diſhoneſt Matrons and looſe Young Men; and 
his Particular he was ſo ſtrict, that by Proclama- 
he prohibited the Kiſſes which were daily given 
way of Salutation. In the * and 
xecu- 
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Execution of Juſtice he made many good and lau 
ble Beginnings, taking exact Care for the preventin 
of Thieves and Robbers, who were grown very 1 
merous and inconvenient in rah; and that Juſtig 
ſhou d be truly and regularly executed in all Tow 
and Villages. And to eaſe the Citizens of Rome, | 
caus d the Prætorian Cohorts, which were the Fn 
peror's Guards, to encampand lodge themſelves wit 
out the Ciry-Walls in the Fields, where they wered 
lig d to continue, being us d in the Palace by Pani 
and by Turns. For a conſiderable time his Carria 
towards the Senate was very reſpectful, to which | 
fembly he ſhew'd a high Effeem, giving them ſo g 
an Authority in all Publick Matters, that he a& 
nothing of Moment without their Counſel, defiri 
that all ſhou'd be done by their Advice and Conſe 
Having one Day in a Publick Matter diſſented in 
Opinion from Q. Haterim in the Senate, Pardon my 
beſeech yon, laid he, if as a Senator I ſpeak again 
with more Freedom than ordinary: Then turning 
the whole Aſſembly, he ſaid, Moſt venerable Ful 
T now but repeat what I formerly ſaid, That a good 
prudent Prince, to whom you have given ſo great an 
folate a Power, ought to be as ſerviceable as poſſeble in 
Senate and Body of the City: Nor do 1 repent of 
Thing I have ſaid in this nature, having always ace 
you my good, juſt, and moſt gracious Lords, The 
nate on the other fide, continually return'd him 
moſt extravagant Praiſes and Commendations 
likewiſe did many of the Nobility ; fo that 
Prince upon Earth was ever accompanied withn 
ſervile Flatterers than he ; which he Pon t 
how to uſe and manage to the enſlaving and Wi 
ning the State. And at his firſt c_ y 
Pos 


Throne, the Romans ſeem'd far more di 
ferve, than he to command; and gave up OO 
ſelves to Slavery at a time, when he cou'd fears 
have hop'd for their Subjection. * 
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In the mean time Germanic with admirable Skill 
d Succeſs proceeded in the Wars againſt the Ger- 
c, overthrowing em in ſeveral Batcels, ſubduing 
e Augrivarii, the Cheruſci, and the Chatti, with o- 
er fierce Nations beyond the Rbine, recovering the 
ſigns loſt by Varus, and erecting ſeveral magni 

nt Trophies and Monuments in Honour of the 
man State and Emperor. Upon one of which he 
ddeſtly put this Title, The People between the Rhine 
| the Elbe being vanquiſh'd, Tiberius Czſar's Army 
licates theſe Monuments to Mars, Jupiter, and Augu- 
s; not ſo much as mentioning his own Name, to 
oid all Envy, or becauſe the Memory of the Action 
s a ſufficient Teſtimony of him, as Tacitus obſerves. 
t as all his cautious and qutiful Proceedings cou d 
textinguiſh the Jealouſies and * of Tiberi- 
ſo his great Fortune and Succeſſes only ſerv'd to 
dw up his Envy and Hatred; which began to ap- 
ar in his uſing ſo many plauſible Pretences todraw 
manicus from the German Legions, which he knew 


5 diverted in his Intentions, and more buſily em- 
yd in ſuppreſſing a Domeſtick Inſurrection made 
ll by one Clemens, a Slave to that Agrippa, who 


This Perſon being about the ſame Age, and very 
ch of the ſame Shape with his Lord, took upon 
his Name, and caus dit to be reported in all Parts, 


U alive; which rais d great Tumults in many 
ts of 7aly, and brought over great numbers of 
ſe and ſeditious People,Clemens himſelf boldly pre- 
ding a Right to the Empire. But as his Pretenſions 
| but a weak Foundation, and himſelf a ſmall 
ſpect from Perſons of Note, fo he was ſoon de- 
ed, by a Stratagem taken Priſoner, and brought 
ore Tiberius, who having ask'd him how he was 
ie Agrippa, the Fellow anſwer d, As ya were made 


n Agrippa by the peculiar Goodneſs of the Gods, was ſtill 


Ceſar. 


ud ſerve him to the utmoſt. But at preſent Tiberias 


I been ſlain immediately after the Death of Aug 


\ 
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to be privately convey d away. Andtho' many of i 


ſaid to have ſupported him with their Purſes, x 


ces according to his Deſires, but ſtill the Actions 
Exploits of Germanicus increas d his Fears and Jealt 


quently ſought for plauſible Pretences of drawingh 
from Germany; and the, Affairs of this Year preſent 


that he cou d expect: For at this time the Pan 


ing his Hoſtage, they made War againſt the Ri 


the Romans. Tiberius, that he might proceed more 


Germany by Auguſtus of famous Memory, whert it 
rage: But ſince be had receiv d the Submiſſion of ſo 
to finiſh their own Wars. But Germanicus ſhe wing 00 


clination to a Triumph, and earneſtly begin; 
one Year longer to finiſh the Enterprizes lie had 


The Roman "Hiſtory. Book! ＋ 
Ceſar. Tho Tiberius had him wholly in his Powe 
yet great was his Fear, or his Policy, that he didn 


puniſh him publickly, but ina ſecret Place of his 
lace, commanded him to be executed, and his By 


Emperor's own Houle, Senators and Nobility, we 
aſſiſted him with their Counſels; yet he made 


farther Enquiry after any ſuch Perſons. 
Tiberius had now quell'd all Domeſtick Diſturh 


ſies, and made him extreamly unſatisfy' d. He had 
him with the faireſt Opportunity for that purpd 


having firſt ſlain two of their Kings, and refug'd th 
lawful Succeſſor, whom Tiberius had freed from! 


Empire, breaking the Peaceratify'din Auguſtus sReij 
and enter'd Armenia, whole King was a Triburar 


Policy than Authority, having procur'd Germania 
Triumph decreed for his Exploits in Germany, wil 
bim, To return to the Triumph which had been ſoji 
decreed bim; telling him beſides, That be was truh 
fible that be had paſs d through numerous Dangers and 
zards ; that be had the moſt deſirable Succeſs in man) 
nourable Battels ; that he had been ſent nine Timm 


atchieu' d many noble Exploits both by his Counſel and 


People and Nations, and ſince the Romans had ſufficient! 
venge on em, be tbougbt it moſt proper to leave thoſe Ni 
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; Tiberius more briskly attack d his Modeſty, by 
ing him the Conſulſhip once more, which he 
u'd execute in Perſon. Germanicas now thought | 
cou'd not with Decency any longer withſtand . | 
ſe prefling Importunities, and finding the Seaſon | 
y far advanc'd, he made no longer ſtay in Ger- | 
y; tho' he was well fatisfy'd that theſe were all 
colourable Pretences, and the Effects of Envy, | 
raw him from the Glory he had already obtain d. 
ö 
0 


Wil 


oe his Arrival at Rome, upon the account of his 
* Wtorics, a Temple was built to Fortune, in the Gar- 
s which Julius Ceſar had given to Rome; and 
wiſe a Chappel dedicated to the Falian Family, 
h a fair Image erected to Auguſtus. - | | 
n the beginning of the following Year, Germani- Germani- 
return'd to Rome, and being met many Miles cus“ Tri- | 
h infinite Throngs of People, he triumph'd, and . | 
ravery Magnificent Manner; an Honour now | 
e uncommon than formerly. The extraordinary. | 
cefulneſs of his Perſon and Carriage, and his i 
umphal Chariot loaden with five of his Children i 
beautifully adorn'd, added much to the Pomp | 
Splendor; and the Joy was the more univerſal, | 
becauſe of his being ſo extreamly beloy'd, and 
auſe of his Recovering the Enſigns and Standards | 
by Varus, which had been a moſt mortifying 
grace to the Roman Nation. Tiberius, in the Name i 
ermanicus, gave to all the People 300 Seſterces | 
Man, and the ſucceeding Year made him his | 
legue in his Conſulſbip. Yer theſe Favours did not 
ughly ſatisfie the People, who now perceiv'd 
e Signs of Tiberiuss Envy towards Germanicus : | 
Lat this time his envious and treacherous Diſpo-=, | 
o, began to diſcover it ſelf in ſome few Inſtances; | 
icularly as to Archelaus, King of Cappadocia, whom 
aliciouſſy remember d, for not ſhewing any 
y to him when he continu'd at Rhodes, many 
before. For which ceaſon, after he had Wen 5 
im 


him over to Rowe, with many gracious Promiſe 
Kindneſs, he caus'd him to be unjuſtly accus'd, 


fortunate King dy'd in great Mifery and Extremiti 


At the fame time Antiochus, King of Comagena, A 
Philopater, King of Cilicia, being both dead, (ai 


charg'd with Taxes, made earneſt Supplicarions| 


Senate, That the Diſturbances in the Eaſt, cou d by 
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commited to Priſon ; where ſhortly after this i 


his Kingdom being upon this made Tributary toRy 


Differences aroſe in thoſe Nations, to the Prejudi 
of the Romans; and likewiſe Syria and Judæa, on 


Eaſements. All theſe Accidents, together with 
Parthian and Armenian Wars, much haſtned the 
ſigns of Tiberius; who plauſibly repreſented to 


means be ſo effettually ſuppreſs d, as by the Preſent 
Germanicus in thoſe Parts, Whereupon all the N 
vinces in Aſia were, readily decreed to Germank 
and a larger Power and Command given him, th 
had been granted to any Governour before him. 
Tiberius, to balance and reſtrain the Power of Gm 
nicus, as much as poflible, had before depos d 
great Friend C. Sylanus from being Governor of! 
ria, and ſent Cn. Piſo in his Place, a Perſon of a fi 
ous and headſtrong Temper, and in every reſp 
fit to execute thoſe fatal Purpoſes for which he 
chiefly deſign'd. His Wife Plancina, who was 
more haughty Temper than he himſelf, had likes 
ſecret Inſtructions from Tiberius and Livia, to 
cure and excite all the Envy and Hatred they cdl 
againſt Germanicas ; and even his Drath, if occal 
ſhon'd require it, as it afterwards appear d. 

In the ſame Year that Germanicus was made Col 
with Tiberius, he departed from Rowe, for his Eall 
Expedition, carrying with him his Wife Aur 
and his Children; and arriving at Lesbos, bis M 
in her laſt Delivery, had Julia. In the meant 
Piſo, purſuant of 13 Deſigns, by Gifts, Flatte 
and all imaginable vile Methods, was induſtriot 

4 8a 
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ining the Hearts and Affections of the Army a- 
inſt Germanicus, Whom he took the liberty of a- 
ing and vilify ing beyond meaſure. But Germa- 


Sion, than obſerv'd the private Deſigns of Piſo ; 
d in a ſhore time by his wiſe and diligent Ma- 


xs a Friend and Ally of the Roman,: And the 
ngdoms of Comagena and Cilicia, being void by 
> Deaths of their Kings, he reduc'd thoſe Coun- 


rs there; in the former Q. Servius, in the latter 
Veranius, moderating in them the Royal Subſidies 


th ſo much Skill and Dexterity, that he in a very 
rt time conſtrain d the King of Paribia, to ſue 
peace and Alliance; which he granted and con- 
ded, much to the Honour of the Empire, and 
Reman Name. However, Piſo and his Wife 
ina continu'd to defame him, and openly to 
his Proceedings; all which Affronts Germanicus 
fer d wich great Prudence and Patience, till car- 
ng himſelf towards em with that Courteſie and 
llity which was peculiar to him; well knowing 
original Spring of their Defigns and Actions. 
now having happily finiſh'd the Parthian War, 
reno a Voyuge into e£gypr, principally tp view 
of celebrated Rarities and Antiquities of that fa- 
Country; which highly offended Tiberius, fer 
ing to enter that Province, as he writ to him, 

u Auguſtus, among other great Secrets of State, bad 
oF forbidden all Senators, Noblemen and Knights, to 
d thither without ſpecial Permiſſion. In the 
ence of Germanicus, Piſs had form'd ſuch Plots 
Deſigns againſt him, chat when he underſtood 
5 Return, he for his better Security, departed 
of his Province. But as he had practis d his 
ab, he went not far diſtant; but remain'd for 
| ſome 


more purſu'd the glorious Ends of his Expe- 


gement, he plac d the King in Armenia, who 


s into Provinces, and plac'd Prætors and Gover- 


| Tributes. After this he manag'd his Affairs 
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Germani- Germanicus coming to Antioch, was there poyſo 


cus poy- 


ed. 


by fnatcht from you, my faithful Friends, and my tom 
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ſome few Days in a ſmall Iſland. During whichiny 


with a ſlow working Poyſon, by the Practice 
Piſo and his. Wife, but by the Directions and Counſ 
of Tiberius, as moſt Authors are of Opinion. 

The unfortunate Germanicus now finding his H 
approaching, call'd for his Friends about him, x 
fpoke to em after this manner. Since I am ſo ſudd, 


low'd Country, my laſt Favour to you , that you "wal 
fegnifie to my Father and Brother, with what Cruelty pp 
with what Fraud circumvented; I have finiſh d my mia 77 
ble Life, with a moſt inglorious Death. If Hopes concen 1 
of me baue mov d any; if Proximity of Blood have exc pus | 
any; nay, if Envy towards me when living has preu | 

any; they now will weep, to find Him, who before jlowriſ . 
and eſcap d ſo many Bal tels and imminent Dangers, 4 
his Life by the perfidious Arts and Treachery of a Wan ſti 
But you, I am ſure, will do ſomething more: You with 
venge my Death. Therefore ſhew to the Roman Pa 
Wife, the Grand-Child of Auguſtus, and my Children;i 
the Actors themſelves will bawe Remorſe ; and zhiſe 

pretend impious Commands, will either not be beliew dg 
pardon d. His Friends with weeping Eyes, takingl 
by the Right IIand, all ſwore, That they would ff 
boſe their Lives, than their Revenge. Then turning 
his Wife, he conjur'd her by his Memory, and al 
Bonds cf Nuptial Love, 'That ſhe would lay af 
aſpiring Mind, and ſubmit ber Courage to the cruel S 
of Fortune; leſt at ber return to the City, by emulatia 
Greatneſs, ſhe ſhou d procure the mortal Enmity q | 
more 2 than ber ſelf, Thus much he I 
openly, other Things he ſaid in Secret, and hal 
after expir'd, to the exceeding Grief of his 
vince, and all the Foreign Princes in thoſe Pall 
fo great had his Courteſie been to the Allies, 
his Mildneſs to his Enemies. Thus dy'd the 
and moſt yaliant Captain Germanicus, in the 
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ar of his Age; a Perſon of admirable Vertues, 5 

re Accompliſhments, and of a moſt ſweet Diſpo- 

ion; and a Perſon perfectly skill'd in a juſt Com- 

jance and Obedience, yet moſt worthy of the 
pheſt Authority and Command. He was nearer, | j 
yd to the Empire than Tiberius himſelf, his Mo- | 
er Antonia being Daughter to Anthony and Octavia, _ 
d his Wife Agrippina, Daughter to Agrippa and Ju- _— 
; and he left behind him three Sons, Nero, Druſus, 
d Caligula, and as many Daughters. His 3 — 
ppen d in the ſixth Year of Tiberius s Reign, an 

7d Year of the City; the Year before which 
d Livy the renown'd Hiſtorian, and Ovid the fa- 
dus Poet, in his Baniſhment. 905 


II. Tberius was now freed from the Perſon ſo much A. D. | 
oy'd by others, and ſo much dreaded by himſelf; 20. | 
ſtill he was oblig'd to ſtand the Shock of an Af- | 

-Blow, proceeding from the Peoples Heat and Re- | | 

ments. For never was a greater and more real 
row in Rome, than at the News of the Death of - 
manicus; and without any Edict of Magiſtrates, or 

cree of Senate, Vacation was ſuddenly made, the 

ces of Judgment abandon d, Shops and Houſes ſhure 
and great Sighs and Mournings heard in every | 

cet. The People threw Stones at their Temples, Vu 

d down their Altars, caſt their Houſhold Gods —_ 

of Doors, while the new«born Infants were ex- 1 

d, and in their Indignation forſaken by their Pa- 
ts. A violent Rage and Fury appear d among ma- 
and grievous Complaints and Murmurings were | 

le againſt Piſo, and againſt the Emperor himſelf, + 9 

h his Mother Livia; all which Troubles were re- =_ 
d, and increas'd at the arrival of Agrippina, ſhort- 

ter with the Aſhes of her Husband. At her firſt 

ding, ſhe was met by innumerable multitudes of 

pl hn Rewe, ol from wot Log - * 
41, all manifeſting their mighty Efteem' an 

By — Aſffecti- 
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Aﬀe&ion ; Eſpecially the old Soldiers, many of ubMN) n 
had ferv'd under this great General, who gave th 
higheft Marks and Teftimonies of their deep C 
cern, and unfeign'd Sadneſs. At the City ſhe . 
met by the Senate and the whole People of Roweyil 
a ſtrange and wonderful mixture of Lamentationaa 
Acclamations; Tiberius himſelf outwardly appeari 
gs'highly concern'd as any other, for the untit 
End of his adopted Son. On the Day that the Al 
were repoſited in the Tomb of Auguſtus, all were i 
profound Silence, in the former Part, when of alif 

they broke out into loud Cries and Lament 
ons, and the Campus Martius was fill'd with mig 
Throngs of People, and fhin'd like the Day with 
zing Torches; where the Soldiers and People w 
extream Paſſion cry'd out, The 'Common-Weahb's 
fallen tothe Ground! not confidering the jealous I 
per of the prefent Governors. Tiberius moſt ca 
diffembl'd all this, but nothing ſo fenſibly tou 
him, as the fervent Affection the People Thew! 
Agrippina; calling her, The Hontur of their Country, 
true Pattern of Antiquity, aud the only Blood o 'rhe} 
Auguſtus; and turning towards Heaven and pray 
That ber Iſue might continue long, and outlive rbe With 
The People's zealous Affection towards 4zrhi 
was not more remarkable than their violent H 
to Piſo, whom they publickly accus d of mut 
Ger municus. Piſo having now overcome all! 
and Modefty, and preſummng upon the gteat f 
of Tiberius, ſhortly after came to Rome; Where f 
Half of Ayrippina, Aid her Friends, he was 40 
before the Sefiate of many other Crimes belidd 
Death of Germanicus; particularly, That he adi 
xupted the common Soldiers with Licentiouſn 
Debauchery; and had done great Injury to the 
federates; chat he was call'd, Futber of tHe H 
all the lewder Sort; that he had been bat baren 
eruel to all good Men, and had born Arms a 
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heſe Accuſations, only the Poyſoning of Germanicus, 
ou'd not be ſo evidently made 2. as ſome other 
hings. However, the Anger and Severity of the ſudg- 
„ the Cries and Threats of the People, and above 
II, the Artifices and Diſſimulations of Tiberius, droye. 
im to ſuch Extremities, that before his Caſe could 
e finally determin d he was found dead in his Bed, 
y his own Hands, as was conjectur d. He had been 
ften ſeen with a little Book in his Hand, which as 


d Commiſhon to kill Germanicus; all which he de- 
gu d to have ſhewn openly in the Senate, and to 
we charg'd Tiberius with the Murder, had he not 
en cunningly deluded by his Favourite Sejanus's 
uin Promiſes: And moreover, they affirm, That 
kill d not bimſelf, hut was privately murder d by a Per- 
ſent for that purpoſe. His Wife Plancina, who is 
liev'd to have been more guilty than himſelf, by 
e Perſwaſion and Interceſſion of Livia, eſcap d 
blick Puniſhment; and thus all Diſturbances rais d 
on this Account, were by degrees quieted. 
Tiberius having now got tree from all his Troubles 
d Jealouſies, began to pull off the Mask; and to 
year ſomewhat more bare-fac'd in his vicious 
"Haltions and looſe Life, tho' not yet ſo open in his 
td rannical Deſigns. However, it was apparent to 
all ny, that he had much receded from the wiſe 
Tal-xims of his Predeceſſor Auguſtus, all whoſe pub- 


2 Actions manifeſtly tended to the general Hap- 


ess of the Roman People and Empire: But the 
ce rims of this Emperor taught him to make à Sci- 
ae of the Cloſet, wherein was ſhut up a Galle and 


ereſt of the State, and almaſt always contrary 
the Publick Good. Here Judgment, Capacity, 
the wiſe Secrets of State, were converted into 
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he State. He defended himſelf but weakly againſt 


is Friends reported, contain'd the Emperor's Lot | 
e d. 


ſterious Intereſt of the Prince, ſeparate from the 


jeſs, Artifice, -and a dangerous Diſſimulation, 
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where there cou'd be no knowing of good and ei 
Actions of themſelves, but every thing was take 
according to the nice Intention of the Emperor, q 
judg'd by the Fineneſs of ſome malicious Speculy 
tion. He began. more and more to diminiſh the 
Power and Authority of the Senate, which Deſign 
was much facilitated by the nauſeous Flatteries d 
moſt People; a Vice which had now ſo overſpreal 
and corrupted the City, that not only the comma 
Nobility were oblig'd in that ſervile Manner to ſi 
ſtain their Reputation, but ſuch as had been Con 
and Prætors, and alſo many Senators ſtrove wh 
ſhou'd propound Things moſt vile and ſordid, x 
Tacitus aſſures us. It is alſo written, That as Ti 
74us was wont to go out of the Senate and Public 
Aſſemb ies, he often ſaid in Greek, O Nation, 
for Servitude ! as tho he, who cou'd fo little endut 
the Publick Liberty, did yet abhor ſuch baſea 
ſervile Submiſſion, which, by little and little, k 
from indecent Flatteries to Practices more lewd, 
Above a Year after the Death of Germanicus, 
berius made himſelf Conſul, taking alſo his Son [ 
ſus for his Collegue ; after which feigning an Indl 
poſition, he retir'd from Rome as for the Recover 
his Health ; but with defign, that his Sons Gove 
ment ſhould facilitate his Settlement and Eſtabii 
ment in the Empire after his Deceaſe. During 
Time of this Government, ſeveral Nations oft 
Gauls made Inſurrections, being unable to endurel 
heavy Tributes and ſevere Exactions which Tit 
had lately impos'd upon 'em. The principal Lead 
and Promoters of this Rebellion, were ewoall 
and hardy Men, call'd Florus and Sacrovir, whoſe l 
were ſo proſperous in the beginning, that 
ſelf was in ſome kind of Conſternation, there h 
much more reported there, than prov'd true. 
was a great Concern to Tiberius, who never had U 
manded in the Field fince he came to the Empich 
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ad now almoſt forgotten all his former Valour and 
Iravery, and had given himſelf up to Vice and Sen- Fn 
vality in his Old Age. But Caius Silius who Com- | 
manded in thoſe Parts, march'd ſpeedily with his | 
egions againft theſe Revolters, and in one gene- 9 
al Battel put em to Flight, and deſtroy' d great 
umbers of em, by which he ſettl'd and ſuppreſs d 
l the Diſturbances in Gaul. Druſus, in the mean 
ime, diligently employ'd himſelf in his new Go- 2M 
xernment ; and the Year following, his Father gave = 
im the Tribunitial Power. In which Year Tacfari- i 
un, 4 great and powerful Man in Numidia,who had | 
Rebell d, and been defeated by IL. Aſtronicus two I 
Years before, was now again overthrown and re- _ 
Iuc'd by Blzſus ; and for that Service Tiberius gave 
im the Honour of being ſatated Imperator by his i 
na egions, according to the ancient Cuſtom. a | 
le Tiberius, tho' he had carefully endeavour'd, and | 
e Mucceſsfully gain'd ſo ſtrict a Command over the Per- _ 
d. ons of others, yet he had the Misfortune of being in " 
vs, great meaſure rul'd by his Favourite Sejanus, a Ro- Sejanus | 


n Knight, bold and aſpiring in his Attempts, cloſe h Riſe. 
land crafty in his Deſigns, . but modeſt in outward 
ven hew and Appearance. This Perſon had by man | 
ov" gcnious Sleights, and cunning Inſinuations, ſo 


abli 
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of 
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ain d upon the Affections of the Emperor, that tho? 
e was ever reſerv'd and ſecret to others, he became 
ree and open to him, making him Captain of the 
retorian Guards, and advancing him to the higheſt 
Dignities; beſides, he extoll'd him in the Senate as an 
Mlociate in his Labours, permitting his Statues to be | 
t up in the Theatres, and other publick Places. 9 
heſe extraordinary Favours ſo ſwell'd him, that he N 
nought of nothing leſs than the Empire it ſelf; as 
ſtepto which he firſt turn d the Force of his Deſigns 
gainſt Druſus, with whom he was highly incens d, 
reaſon of ſome. late Affronts. In order to this At- 
Mpt, he addreſs' d himſelf to Druſus's Wife Livia, 

* F 3 Siſter 
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Siſter to Germanic, and by many Pretences of 
moſt violent Paſſion for her, he enjoy'd her; aſe 
which he put her in great hopes of Marriage, ani 
Partnerſhip in the Empire, if ſhe would be aſſiſtant Me 
Murdering ber Huzhand. All which was eaſily effe&lM.: 
by the Means of Lygdus an Eunuch, and a flow work 
ing Poyſon, which was choſen to make his Deat 
appear to be the Effects of ſome caſual Diſtemper 
Great Murmurings aroſe in Rome upon this Accouht 
tho' the 2 Part of the People were not mudf 
concern d, having now Hopes that Germanicus's Chi 
dren ſhould ſucceed in the Empire, whom they hi; 
ly reſpected and eſteem'd for their Father's ſake. 7 
berius ſhew'd much Coneern at firſt, but in a gret 
meafure laying aſide the Care for him, or the Pu 


ide 
| ol 


lick, he unexpectedly ſhorten d the Vacation up ane 
this Occaſion ; and ſhew'd ſo little Reſpect to hi ont 
that when the Ambaſſadors from Trey or Ilium cad 
ſomewhat late with their Complements of Condoleſi om 
cy, he told em in Deriſion, That he alſo cou d im 
lament their Misfortunes, in having loſt ſo brave an rin- 
7 80 


minent a Citizen as Hector. 7 Death happen 
on the ninth Year of Tiheriuss Reign; in whichat 
the following Year, the War with Tacfarinus in Af 
was renew'd, and concluded by Pub. Dolabella, Wit 
the Death of Tacfarinus himſelf. Dolabella petitial 
ing for the Honour of Triumph, Tiberius deny'01 
him, leſt the Glory of his Uncle Blæſus before i 
ſhou'd be obſcur'd thereby; but gave it to Sera 755 
who had perform'd nothing to deſerve it. =, ; 
Tiberiuss Ten Year's Government being now 
pir'd, he took upon him the Imperial Authority 
Ten Years longer, without recerviug it from the 
nate and People, as Auguſtus had done for five II 
ſucceflively ; after which, by Tiberiats Means, ieh 
came only a pompous Ceremony, and none of th 
Ends preſerv'd for which it was firſt deſign d. 1 
now the State and Empire began to be mote 


anc 


\ f ; | ö 

ore corrupted by the finiſter Deſigns of its Printe; 
liftant Honours and Employments were generally fo 
nany myfterious Exiles; and Charges and Govern- 
nents were chiefly given to Perſons deſign'd for 
zuin, or for the Ruin of others. So that the Bene- 
tof Merits and good Services were rarely conſi- 
fer d; for the Armies had rather Out-Laws than 
enerals, and the Provinces baniſh'd Men than Go- 
ernors. All which Inconveniencies and Corrupti- 
Wns were very much promoted by the vile Practices 
Sejanus, who at preſent was likewiſe conſpiring 
he Ruin of Germanicuss Children, the undoubted 
ueceſſors to the Empire. But finding the inviolable 
idelicy of their Keepers, and the invincible Chaſti- 
y of Agrippina; and that thefe and —_— De- 
gns could not be eaſily effected while the Emperor 
ontinu'd in the City; he us d all Methods to per- 
vade Tiberius to retire to ſome pleaſant Place remote 
om Rome. By this he forefaw many Advantages to 
imſelf; as that there cou'd be no Acceſs to the 
prince but by him; that all Letters being convey d 
y Soldiers at his Devotion, ſhou'd pals through his 
ands; that Tiberius declining in Age, and grown 
othful and effeminate through the Solitude of the 
lace, wou d disburden himſelf of the Cares of the 
ate ; and by theſe Means, all vain Shadows remov'd, 
e might grow Mighty in real Power and Authority. 
herefore by little and little he cunningly infinuated 
Tiberius, The great and numerous Inconveniencies of tbe 
ity, the laviſh Attendance and Trouble belonging to rhe 
mate, and the diſturb'd and ſeditious Temper of the Infe- 
or Sort ; highly extolling a quiet and ſolitary Retirement, 
Life without Anguiſh of Mind, fret from Envy and Vii 
ll, and more fit to think on important and weighty Mat- 
. Tiberius, whether moſt prevail'd upon by his 
lauſible Perſwaſions, or his own natural Inclinations 
d kaſe and Debauchery, in the twelſth Year of 

Reign lefe-Rowe, and went into Campania z but 

F 4 "= _ 
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Tiberi- only with Pretence of dedicating a Temple to 39 
im Re, ter at Capua, and another to Auguſtus at Nola. Aft 
Firements this, tho he remov'd to ſeveral Places, he nevern 
turn'd to the City in all his Reign; and from 
time we hear not much of his Actions, beſidg1 


black Train of prodigious Cruelties, abominabk 
Practices, and deteſtable Vices. . 8 


A. D. III. The ſame Year that Tiberius departed fro 
27. Rome, he ſent Pontius Pilate into the Eaſt, to be Gy 
vernor of Judæa, who at his firſt Arrival, ſet y 
the Image of Tiberius at Feruſalem ; but after man 
Petitions and Dangers of Inſurrections, he remor( 
em to Ce/area, The following Year was introduc 
by a fatal Accident at Fidene, not far from Rom 
occaſion'd by the ſudden Fall of a new-buile An 
phicheater, which kilYd and wounded about fi 
Thouſand People of all Ranks and Conditions, 
the uncredible Surprize and Conſternation of the 
ty. In the mean Time Tiberius having dedicated! 
Temples in Campania, he publiſh'd an Edict, forbi 
ding all Perſons to diſturb his Repoſe, and ſtopp 
the Concourſe of Citizens by placing Soldiers inl 
Ways; and till growing weary of Towns and C 
lonies, and all Places on the Continent, he withde 
himſelf into a very pleaſant and remarkable Ilia 
.call'd Caprez, over againſt Naples, and three Mil 
from the Continent, where he wholly abandat 
himſelf co all imaginable. Scandal and Wickedneb 
upon which Account he was publickly called by 
Name of Caprineus. He never was more Suſpicil 
and Credulous than at preſent, Qualities which 
Janus always endeavour d to excite ; and now fed 
Spies and Informers were employ d in all Parts off 
City, which caus'd numerous Diſturbances and Ul 
elties, and the Deaths of many Worthy Perſons. 
a Perſon of conſiderable Merit teſtify'd any Conc 
for the Glory of the Empire, Tiberius i 
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pected it was only a ſecret Deſign of gainin it. : 

any other had an innocent Remembrance of Li- 

rty, he was look d upon as a dangerous Perſon, and 

e who aim'd at the re · eſtabliſhing the Common 

lth. To praiſe Brutus and Caſſus was a capital 

ime; to bewail Auguſtus, à ſecret Offence ; and ſo 

ch the more dangerous, becauſe Tiberius had al- 

ys commended him in Publick, and caus d Divine 

pnours tobe decreed him. And every Action be- 

me liable to forc d Intetpretations; Simplicity of 

ſcourſe, they ſaid, expreſs'd evil Deſigns; a diſ- 

et Silence conceal'd miſchievous Intentions ; Joy 

s the Hopes of the Prince's Death; Melancholy 

Envying his Proſperity ; and Fear the juſt Appre- 

nſions of a guilty Conſcience: So that to ſpeak, 

be ſilent, to be glad, to be griev'd, to be fearful 

aſſur d, were all Crimes, and very often incurr'd 

 extreameſt Puniſhments. Many of theſe things 

re likewiſe promoted by the pernicious Practices 

| Contrivances.of Sejanus, who more principally 

ploy'd his Deſigns againſt Nero and Druſu:, the two 

ns of Germanicus, whom Tiberius after the Death 

his don Druſus, had recommended to the Senate. 

anus never deſiſted from proſecuting em all man- 

of Ways, till he had unjuſtly caus d em to be 

lar d Enemies to the State; after which he found 

ans to ſtarve em to Death, barbarouſly uſing their 

ther Agrippina, who had been free in upbraiding 

 reprehending him for his impious Actions. A- * 

t the ſame time dy d the Emperor's Mother Livia, 

the 867% Year of her Age; a Woman of won- 

ſul Policy, ſaid to have had all the Skill and Sub- 

y of her Husband, and all the Artifice and Diſſi- 

ation of her Son; one who had been an inſup- 

able Step- Mother to the State, and had labour'd 

ler the Scandal of many great and notorious Pie- 

of Treachery : For which ſhe was in fome mea- 

* punilh'd by her. Son's great Contempt of oo 
| | or 


74 


* * 


A. D. The fame Year that Livia dy d, which w 


30. 


Chrift cru- Accuſations of the Fews, and the Ignorance 


cid. 


A. P. manded him to be Crucify'd, left he ſhou d be 
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for a conſiderable time before her Death; his 
ſing to bury her, and ſuffering her Body to pun 
his rejecting the Honours decreed her, and yy 
ting her Will; and by his proſecuting and -puri 
ing her Friends with the utmoſt Severity. 


I5th of Tiberins's Reign, and the third of his} 
tirement, Jeſus Cbriſt, our bleſſed Saviour, in 
dæa, enter d upon his Miniſterial Function, and! 
gan to preach the Goſpel in that Country tot 
Fews. And after three Years teaching moſt pes 
and ſaving Doctrines, and after a glorious Train 
many Miracles and Acts of Mercy, he ſhew 
more unexpreflible Inſtance of his Love to loſt Mi 
kind, infinitely ſurpaſſing all Human Conceprig 
and mortal Imaginations: And this was his voly 
tary Death and Sacrifice for the Sins of the We 
which was brought about by the falſe and: malici 


Suſpicions of Pilate their Governor, who d 


cus'd to Tiberius of protecting a Seditious Perſon! 
aim'd at the Crown of Fudes. His Death wa 
company'd with terrible Earthquakes and dread 
Prodigies, the Sun it ſelf being darken'd- for” tit 
Hours, as is acknowledeg'd even by Heathen Writ 
And what appear'd no leſs wonderful to Men, 
his raiſing himſelf from the Dead, within al 
Days after his Crucifixion, and his aſcending 
Heaven from whence he came. Shortly after wi 
Pilate wrote to Tiberius an Account of his Pail 
and Reſurrection, with the Miracles perform 
him, and others in his Name, and, That #+ A 
tude of bis Followers daily increaſing, be was dern 
God. Wherenpon Tiberius made report of the 
Matter to the Senate, and further with this fl 
rable Suffrage, That CHRIS T might be accom 
God by the Romans. But the Senate being diſple 
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on: chey had not firſt mov'd it, and alfedging an 
un eent Law which gave to them in particular the 
erintendence in all Matters of Religion, refus d 
dn anonize him; and by an Edict commanded that 
(„an, ſhould be baniſh'd the City. But Tibe- 
by another Edict threaren'd Death to the Ac- 
f ers of Chriſtians ; and in all his Reign he wou d 
permit, or at leaſt not promote any Petſecuti- 
of the Chriſtians, tho they were conſiderably nu- 
rous before his Death. 
Tho' Tiberius was thus favourable to the Chrifians, 
he liv'd at preſent neither like a true Chriftian, 
like a Rational Man, ſtill more and mote a- 
nding in his Mercilefs Cruelties, and his abomi- 
le Luſts. His Inclinations to the former were 
diſcover'd in his Infancy by his Mafter in Rhe- 
| ick, who wou'd oftentimes by way of Reprehen- 
call him, 4 Maſs of Clay temper d with Blood. He 
condemn d many of the principal and nobleft 
nin Rome, and confiſcated their Eſtates, for ve- 
light Cauſes, and moſt of 'em forged, Beſides 
ſe Innocent Perſons, fell his great Miniſter of State 
mu, whoſe Death, Was moſt juſt, and whoſe ſe- 
t Prad ices againſt Tiberius's Life, and whoſe deep 
igns upon the Empire, began more manifeſtly to 
ear than ever. Sejanus was very near diſpatching 
, when the Emperor, as by a Miracle, return'd 
his fatal Blindneſs, preferv'd his unhappy Days, 
| deſtroy'd this great Confident, who wou'd have 
d him. Nberius proceeded with all imaginable 
re and Caution in this Matter, prepared Ships for 


Ile Letters to the Senate, beſeeching the Fathers, 


ny was ſecut'd, a thouſand Indignities were of- 
dto him ; after which he was Strangled-by the 
nd of the Common-Hangman, his Body was 
ominiouſly dragg'd 'about'the IN 88 

wnole 


Flight, order'd Soldiers fot his Security, and ſent 


roteck a poor old Man abandon d of all People. When 


Sejanus's* 
Executions 
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whole Family Executed with him; a Puniſhny 

. ſcarce proportionable to the Number and Heino 
neſs of his Crimes. Shortly after him follow d pil 

Wife Plancina, who met with an unjuſt Accuſaii 

and Condemnation, tho' a moſt juſt Puniſhment 

her former practices againſt Germanicus, and fell 

moſt as unpity'd as the other. Great numbers of( 

thers dy'd with ſmall Appearance of Juſticey whi 

very often proceeded from the inſatiable Avarice 

well as exorbitant Cruelty of this Prince, for 

now augmented his Subſidies and Tributes in ſud 

Meaſure, that the Provinces became deſolate u 
miſerable, and Confiſcated the Eſtates of ſerve 

Princes of Gaal, Spain, Syria, Greece, and other Þ; 

upon the moſt ſlight and inconfiderable Informatia 

His unbounded Cruelties redac'd the Nobility 

Rome to a dangerous State, and made himſelf beco 
odious to thoſe who before had ſwell'd him wi 
their extravagant Flatteries ; for now he acted op 
ly, and treated his Subjects as Enemies, becauſe 
had firft afforded em an occaſion of being fo. 
Perſon, tho' never fo vertuous and cautious, col 
be ſafe ; for it was not enough for em to be it 
from the Corruptions of Accuſers, the falſe Repo 
of Spies, and the Suppoſitions of infamous Ini 
mers; but they alſo ſtood in fear of the very Ina 
nation of the Emperor; and when they juſtly thoup 
themſelves ſecure by rhe Innocence, not only 
their Actions, but their Thoughts alſo, they 
often ruin'd by the Malice of his ConjeQures . 
Thus miſerable were the Romans under the A 
trary Government of an outrageous Tyrant; 1 
the more, becauſe he made no Diſtinction of N 
ſons in his Cruelties : For of the twenty Noblem 
he choſe for his Council, he put ſixteen to Deal 
and with the ſame Severities proſecuted. his N 
and own Kindred ; impiouſly averring, That 


mus was & happy Man in out-living his whole 7 
g oft 
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rity. His uſual Saying to ſuch as alledged the 
tred of his Subjects to him, was, Let em bate, as 
p as they ſubmit ; and there was not a Day with- 
t ſome barbarous Execution, for which he ftrialy 
bad the Relations of the Condemn'd to Mourn, 
to make any ſort of Lamentations. And what 
| made his Executions more terrible and detefta- 
, was his ordering the Condemn'd Perſons to ſuf- 
many ſhameful Indignities and Exquiſite Tor- 
nts before they dy'd, 'which ſeveral prevented by 
yſons and Daggers. He generally executed his Fu- 
with ſuch extreme Severity, that he efteem'd it a 
zrour, and an Act of Mercy, to put Perſons to an 
dinary Death; ſo that when a particular Perſon, 
Id Carnulius, had kill'd himſelf to prevent further 
"ments, he cry'd out, Ab, bow bas Carnulius eſcay'd 
And to another Priſoner, who —_— begg'd, 
hat he wou'd not defer his Death, he ſaid, He was 
tyet ſo much his Friend as to baſten it. Sometimes 
was more merry, jocoſe in his Cruelties ; parti- 
larly when a certain Buffoon had flopp'd a 
earſe, and defir'd the Dead Body to tell Augufus, 
bat bis Legacies given to the People were yet unpaid ; 
ber ius ſent for him, and having paid him his Snare, 
jus d him to be immediately executed, bidding him 
dtell Auguſtus, That be was pgid. Notwithſtanding 
s being ſo continually hardened in his Vices, he 
id ſo much Senſe of Remorſe at particular Inſtants, 
at his Actions ſometimes proved his own Scourge 
Puniſhment ; particularly when he wrote to the 
nate to ſpare a Favourite of his, he after ſome 
nie Entreaties told em, : That the Gods and Goddeſſes 
„ :fli#ed and confounded bim, that be knew not 
w or what to write. Whereupon, Tacitus obſerves, 
hat if we could look into the Breaſts of Tyrants, 
e might ſee the Marks of a thouſand Stripes and 
abs; ſince the Mind is more wounded by Cruel- 
; Luſt, and Ambition, than the Body by * 
an 


all manner of Incentives, ſome of which were 
that monſtrous and deteſtable Nature, that 
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and Tortures. At particular Intervals he fi 
ſome Sparks and Reliques of his Former Virtues 
Ingenuity ; but theſe were always ſtifled, and 
Cruelties increas d by his prodigious Gluttonyy 
Drunkenneſs, and his more prodigious Luſts, whi 
ſtill more violently rag'd at a Time when Agey 
Nature deſign'd to correct and cure em. He fd 
abus d moſt of the eminent and illuſtrious Ladies 
the City, and made em ſubſervient to his Luſts; a 
his great Parts and Ingenuity now only ſery'd 
exquiſite Inventions, and to make his Vices md 
extravagant and abominable. At his Retirement 
the Iſle of Caprea, he invented Rooms on pum 
for his libidinous Exerciſes, where he made ul 


onght not to be mention d or imagin'd. 
152 or all this ſpace Tiberius was ſhamefully neg 
gent of his Armies and Governors of Provind 
and of the Security of his Dominions from Foriſ 
Devaſtations. He {uffer'd Mefia to be ſeiz d on 
the Daciaus and Sarmatians, Gaui to be waſted by 
Germans, and himſelf to be inſulted over by 4 
1, King of Parthia; who not only poſſeſs d hin 
of Armenia, but alſo highly affronted him by Lets 
accuſinghim of Parricide, Maurderi, Lazineſs, and la 
15, and bad bim, with all poſſible ſpeed ſatitſie the 
feſt batred of his Subjects by a voluntary Death. IA 
were Affronts which were never offered to à Rt 
unreveng d; but they could not move the ovengra 
Stupidity of this Emperor, who left his Proj 
wholly to the Care of his ſtanding Legions; 
proceeding in his Vile Enormities, often wiſh'd, 
Heaven and Earth might be deſtroy d at bir Death. 108 
twenty ſecond Year of his Reign, his Strengehbe 
to forſake him; which occaſion d him to remore 
ſeveral Places, ſetling at laſt in a Promantory al 
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nſultations with his Favourite Macro, he namd 
1 Caligula, the only ſurviving Son of Germanicas, 
his Succeſſor, together with a young Grandſon 
his, call'd Tiberiut. It is probably conjectur d, that 
named the former, expecting to have his Vices ef- 
the Memory of his own Wickedneſs, and with 
lief that he would extinguiſh the Rowen Nobility. 
pt he had often ſaid, That in Caligula be bad brought 
Serpent for the People of Rome, and a Phaeton 
ref of the World. Though his Spirits ſenſibly de- 
in d, his Diflimalation was as ftrong as ever, and 
deſpis'd all Phyſick. But his Weaknels was diſco- 
'd by Charides, a Famous Phyſican, who pretend- 
g to kiſs his Hand, felt the Defect in his Pulſe. This 
2 immediately perceiv'd by this ſubtle and 
ince, who ſhortly aſter ſeem'd to fall into ſach 
vintings, as all then judg d Him dead, and began 
make their Court to the neeẽ Emperor; but reco- 
ring again to the great Surprize, and almoſt Con- 
ion of Caligula and Macro, they ſoon found Means 
diſpatch him, which was by ſmothering him with 
low, or by Poyſon, as ſome Authors report, | 
ing now 78 Years:of Age. Authors differ about 25, 0,445 | 
Manner of his Death, and ſome ſeem to ercuſe of Tiberi. © | 
ligula of the Fact, though he publickly confeſs d, us. 
ac he deſigned his Death, to revenge tbe Murtber R 
ſeveral Relations. © | 1.3 NFTI ACE, ee 
This was the deſerv'd End of THerius Nero, the 
ird Emperor of Rome; and though be had high 
dlig d the City by a liberal Contribution towar 
e Damages of a Fire in the preceding Year, yet the 
ws of his Death was receiv d at Rome with all the 
baginable Demonſtrations of Joy, ſome running 
out in great numbers, and crying, Throw Tiberius 
obe Tiber! others beſeeching their Mother Earth, 
bd the Infernal Gods, to wouchſafe him no Place but a- 
mg impious and deteſtible Wretches; and others threat- 
g to drag his vile Carcaſs into the * 
| Place 
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Place for Common Malefactors. All theſe Indi 
nities, together with his Unnatural Death, was hy 
a juſt Vengeance from Heaven to a Perſon why 
it had endued with the greateſt Wit and Ingenuiy 
and who had wickedly employed it to the iche 
his Luſts- and Ambition, the enſlaving of his Cou 
try, the deſtroying of his Subjects, and the corrup 

ing and weakning the moſt glorious Empire in d 

World by his pernicious Maxims. To give his d 

racer in ſhort : As Auguſtus may juſtly be ſaid 1 

have been the wiſeſt and greateſt Monarch, and d 

moſt skilful Policician in the World, ſo Tiberium 

truly be ſaid to have been the moſt ſubtile and ſy 
ling Tyrant, and the moſt exquiſite StatesJugk 
that Rome ever ſaw. He corrupted all that 
good, and introduc'd all that was bad in the En 
pire: And what prov'd a far greater Misfortune 
the State, was its having his falſe Politicks embrad 
by the greateſt Part of his Succeſlors, ſeveral 
which were greater Monſters, and far more ig 
rant than himſelf, who plac'd the Honour and 
ry of their Reigns not in governing the Empire be 
but enſlaving it moſt ; Methods that generally pri 
as fatal to Princes, as deſtructive to Subjects. Ti 

5 rius reign d twenty two Years, ſeven Months, a 

i ſeven Days, according to Dion; and dy'd in 
goth Year of the City, 63 Years after the peri 

Settlement of the Empire by Auguſtus, 38 Lean 

' _ our Saviours Nativity, and five after his C 

xion. 1 
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CHAP: I. 


rom the Death of Tiberius, to the Death of Ne- 

ro, the Sixth Emperor; which ended the Ju- 

lan Family, and firſt broke the Succeſfon of 

the Empire, | I; 

Containing the Space of about 30 Tears. : 

HE Death of Tiberius prov'd a double Satiſ- A. D. 
fad ion to the Senate and People of Rome, bath 38. 

rits freeing them from a mercileſs Tyrant, and fog © 

making Way for ſo hopeful a Succeſſor as Caizs 

lgula ; who was highly belov'dand reſpected, up- 

the Account of the extraordinary Merits of his 

ther Germanicus; and the great Injuries done to hint 

d his Family. Therefore as he remov'd from Ai. 

m, where Tiberius dy d, infinite Numbers of the 

incipal Men of Rome, went out to entertain him 

on the Way, with extraordinary Rejoycings and 

ngratulations, notwithſtanding he came mourn- 

with the dead Body of Tiberius, which the Soldi- 

p brought to be burnt at Rome, according to the Cu- 

bs, 9" of that Time, At his Entrance into Rome 

* h great Solemnity, he was receiv'd with new 

ben nes and Epithets of Honour, and the utmoſt 

ks of real Affection; and the Senate being af- 

bled, with the People thronging into the Houfes - 

was by univerſal Conſent declar'd Emperor, with Caligula 

Power, contrary to the expreſs Will of Tiberius; made Eme 

o left him but Coheir with his Grandfon Tiberius, erer. 

nunder-Age, and in his Prætexta. The Joy for 

new Emperor, was not confin'd to the narrow 

Mads of Rome and Italy, but dilated it ſelf through 

e Empire; So that in the Space of three Months, 

Computation above 160000 Cattle were facri- 

upon that Occaſion, Shortly after his Election, 

8 upon 
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Dae Roman Hiſtory. Book 
upon his Paſſage into the Iſle of Campania, not fat 
diſtant from the City, the People made Vows for li 
Return, not omitting the leaſt Opportunity of er 
prefling their exceeding. Care for his Safety; and 
when afterwards he fell Sick, the People throng( 
whole Nights about his Palace, ſome offering then 
. ſelves to Combat for his Safety, and others devoting 
themſelves to Death at his Recovery, and ſet up Bil 
of their Reſolutions in the Streets. To this infinitt 
Affection of the Citizens, was added the no lels N 
vour and Reſpect of Strangers; for Artabanus Kin 
of Parthia, who had expreſs'd nothing but Hate 
and Contempt to Tiberias, fought his Alliance him 
ſelf: and coming to a perſonal Conference withonf 
of his Legates who had been Conſul, he paſs d the 
pbrates, ador'd the Eagles and other Enſigns of ti 

Empire, and kiſs'd the Images of this new Emperd 
So that Caligula wanted no Advantage nor Oppom 
nity of making himſelf the greateſt Prince in ij 
World, ſince he had ſo much the Love of his ol 
Subjects, and the Reſpect of all Foreigners. 
Caim was not much above 25 Years of Age wit 
he arriv'dat the Empire; and was ſurnam'd Calg 
from his wearing the Milicary Buskin in his Youu 
- call'd Caliga, He was of a fierce and cruel Tel 
per, and no leſs remarkable for his extream Subtl 
and Diſſimulation: The former Diſpoſition hel | 
pos'd to have ſuck'd in with the Milk of his Nu 
who uſually anointed her Breaſts with Blood; and! 
have learnt the latter from the Familarity and Cl 
verſation of his Maſter Tiberins. His Enorm 
were all conceal'd in the Beginning of his Rei 
but foon after, as ſeveral of his Actions gave 
Indications of an irregular Head, and a dif 
Brain, fo we are told that his Wife Cæſonia gave! 
a Drink which a little diſtorted his Reaſon and! 
derſtanding; tho' ſhe did it with a deſign of mal 
him love her, and to prevent his Divorcing Hes 
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e had ſome others before her. After which, Au- 
thors report, that he never ſlept but three Hours in 
twenty four, ſometimes riſing in a great Fright, as 
tho he had ſeen Apparitions and Viſions; notwith- 
ſtanding he always retain'd an extraordinary ready 
Vit and Apprehenſion, and an admirable faculty 
and fluency in Speaking. In the beginning he was 
very buſie and careful of the Publick ; and having 
perform'd the Funeral. Solemmities of Tiberizs, he 
haſtned to the land Pandataria and Pontia, to remove 
he Aſhes of his Mother and Brothers, expoſing him- 
ſelf to the danger of tempeſtuous Weather, that his 
Piety might be the more remarkable. Having ga- 
her d them together, and put them with much Re- 
rerence into their Urns, with no leſs Pomp and 
ormality, he carry d them to Oftia, ſetting up his 
Standard in the Sterri of his Galley'; and from thence 
along the Tiber to Rome, where they were convey d 
dy the moſt illuftrious of the Equeſtrian Order, into 
famous Mauſoleum. Beſides which, he ordain'd 
publick Services and Devotions to be annually- ob- 
erv d in their Commemoration; inſtituted ſolemn 
Games for his Mother in the Circus; and in Honour 
of his renowned Father call'd the Month September 
y the Name of Germanicss. Theſe Ceremonies be- 
ng over, by an Act of the Senate, he confert d up- 
dn his Grandmother Antonia, all the ſame Honour 
hat Livia Auguſta had formerly; and that there 
ight be no room left for Apprehenſions in the In- 
ormers, againſt his Mother and Brothers, he exugd 
il the Regiſters and Records relating to thoſe Mat- 
ers, to be brought publickly into the Forum, and 
here to be burnt in his Preſence; firſt calling the 
ods to witneſs,” That be neven r, them. At the 
indneſs which he had hitherto ſhewn*them; was 
iz reaſon he refus'd a Note that was offer'd him, 
ending to the Diſcovery of a Conſpiracy againſt 
im, alledging, That be 2 not conſcious of any * 

| : 2 that 


Ne Death Kill'd himſelf with his own Hands, and ſo becamy 
of P.Pulate. the Revenger of his Wickedneſs upon himſelf, as 


The Roman Hiſtory. Bock] 
that might deſerve the Hatred of any Man; therefare hi 
had no Ears for Informers. 5/464. ,* 4 208 

The Beginning of this Emperor's Reign was e 
Clemency and Regularity ; and pretending to g 


vern with Juſtice and Moderation, he caus'd theivil;. 
mous Models and Inſtitutions of Auguſtus to be puh 


liſh'd and reviv'd, which had been neglected an E 
diſus'd by Tiberius; giving likewiſe a free Jurildids by | 


on to the Magiſtrates, without reſerving any Appen 
to himſelf. He likewiſe began to regulate and re. 
form many Abuſes in the State, and ſeverely or 
niſh'd corrupt Governors; among which he banill 
Pontius Pilate to Vienne in Gaul, where he afterward 


Betrayer of our Saviour had done before. He tod 
a ſtrict View of all the Equites, taking away the 
Rings and Horſes in a moſt publick manner, whe 
he found them guilty of any infamous Crime a 
baniſh'd without remiſſion the Spintriæ or-Inventa 
of abominable Recreations from Rome. He remittel 
ſeveral Impoſitions invented by Tiberius, and wall 
popular, that Suetonius tells us that he endeayoui! 
to reſtore the ancient Manner of Elections of Magi 
ſtrates, by the Suffrages of the People. Though 
Will and Teſtament of Tiberius was declar'd null 
the Senate, and that of Livia Auguſta ſupprel of 
Tiberius, yet he caus d all their Legacies to be punt 
ally paid, without either Clamour on one ſide, 
Fraud on the other; and to make Loung Ten 
ſome amends for his miſſing the Crown, he mit 
him Princeps Juventutis. He made good the Lol 
which ſeveral had ſuſtain'd by Fire; and When! 
reſtor'd ſome Princes to their Kingdoms who l 
been unjuſtly diſpoſſeſsd by Tiberius, he gave til 
likewiſe all the Arrears of their Revenues, parti 
larly to Antiochus, King of Comagena, to whom! 
return'd almoſt a Million of our Money. And in 


* 
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efterces, for enduring the moſt exquiſite Torments, 

ichout diſcovering the Secrets of her Patron. For 
heſe worthy Actions, among other Honours done 
o him, a Shield of Gold bearing his Image, was de- 
reed to be carry'd annually upon an appointed Day, 
dy the College of Prieſts into che Capitol, being 
ollow'd by all the Senate in order, with the Chil- 


Day in which he was eſtabliſh'd to the Empire, 


In of the City. ate 
Thus happily did Caligula reign for above eight 
onths, in which Space he had all the Appearance 


is Moderation and Clemency vaniſh'd in a ſhort 
ime, and giving a full Looſe co his furious Paſſions, 
e ſoon degenerated into a Tyrant and a Monſter of 
en; ſo that it was truly ſaid of him, There never 
pg a better Servant, and a worſe Maſter than He. And 


iconſiſtences, as cannot be well related, with that 


ich that Order and Method which I wou'l willing- 
obſerve. His Pride and Vanity began firſt to diſ- 
lay themſelves, and he was the firſt Emperor that 
us d himſelf to be call'd Lord, looking upon all 


ings, who came to pay him Homage, had ſome 
onteſt about Place and Superiority in reſpect of 


ting a Verſe in Homer, in the Perſon of Ulyſſes, 
hich ſays, Let there be but one Lord and King below : 
nd had then taken upon him the Crown and Dia- 


„ 
e might appear an Incourager of great and good DTTC? 
xamples, he gave to a Libertine Woman 80 - 


Iren of the Nobility. ſinging in Praiſe of the Empe- 
ors Vertues ; and beſides it was ordain'd, That the 


hould be call'd Pubilia, implying a new Foundati- 


a good Prince, and a Patron of Vertue; but all 


cr the reſt of is Reign, the Reader is to expect b 


thing but an uninterrupted Train of execrable 
ices, monſtrons Extravagancies, and ſuch ridiculous 


avity and Decency neceſſary to an Hiſtorian, nor 


ankind as his Servants and Vaſſels. When certain 


cir Crowns, he interrupted their Diſpute, by re- 


G 3 dem 
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dem of a King, which was moſt odious to the 
mans, but was told, That be was already above allth 

- Kings and Monarobs in the World. From that Time hy 
took upon him the Title of Father of Armies, . 
mus and Maximus, with other Epithets of Honour, 
which the Romans gave only to their great God Ju 
piter; and ſeeing Shepherds and Herdſmen were in; 
Degree far above their Beaſts and Cartel, ſo hy 
judg'd that the Lord of Mankind was not tohy 
rank'd in the Degree of Men, but of the Goch 
whereupon he impiouſly aſſum'd Divine Honom 
He caus'd the Heads of the Statue of Jupiter and d 
ſome other Gods to be taken off, and others reſem 
bling his own to be put in their places; and in th 
Temple of Caſtor and Pollux, he often plac'd himſel 
between the Images of thoſe Brothers, to be adorl 
of all chat came thicher, ſome being ſo prophane s 
to ſalute him by the Name of Fupiter Latialis. - BU 
being poſſeſt with the Spirit of Inconſtancy, li 
chang'd his God-ſhip as often as he changdw 
Clothes, being one time a Male Deity, and at an 
ther a Female: Sometimes he was Fupiter, . tht 
times Juno, ſometimes Mars, oth& times Jun 
ſometimes Neptune and Apollo, and other times Din 
At length his prodigious Pride and Impiety cam! 
him ſo far, as to build and dedicate a Temple to i 
own Divinity, in which Temple he had his o 
Image in Gold, done to the Life, and every Di 
cloath'd in the fame Robes that he himſelf work 
He likewiſe inſtituted a Set of Prieſts to officiate 
his Temple, who daily ſacrific'd Peacocks, Pheaſan 
Numidian Hens, and the moſt rare and delicate Fowl 
that cou'd be procur'd ; and generally the richel 
Men of the City, either by Money or Favour, pW 
chas'd the Dignity of this Prieſthood, according® 
Vacancies fell. And as tho' his other Follies wa 
not ſufficiently extravagant, he became Prielt 0 
himſeli, and admitted his Wife and bis OY * 
5 ; 6110Ws 
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hap. Il. CALIGULA: W. 
ellow-Prieſts with him; and becauſe he would be 
real Jupiter, he had Inventions to imitate Thun- 
ger and Lightning, frequently defying Jupiter, in 
Homer's Speech, Do you take me from hence, or I'll take 
u. As he accounted himſelf a God, he ſometimes 
ent out in a full Moon, and . courted and made. 
Love to her, as if ſhe had been a fair Lady, invi- 
ing her to his Bed, To taſte of the Pleaſure of bi Em- 
races. He often went to the Temple of Fupiter, 
and joyning himſelf to the Image, whiſper'd to it; 
hen laid his Ear to that for the receiving an Anſwer, 
ometimes ſeeming very angry, and threatning, To 
nd it packing to Greece ; and afterwards to be paci- 
d, being contented that they two * dwell friendly- 
together: And in this Manner he proceeded to a 
thouſand monſtrons Abſurdities, as well as abomina- 
ble Impieties. + . 3 
On the other ſide, this Prince who preſumed to 
liſplace the immortal Gods, and to make himſelf 


Honours and Felicities of Mortal Men. He batter'd 
ind defac'd the Images and Statues of many illuſtri- 
ous Perſons ; and ſo much hated the Memory of his 
Grandfather Agrippa, that rather than be thoughe 
of his Extraction, he publiſh'd, That bi Mother was 
anceiv d by the Inceſt between Auguſtus and bu Daughter 

alia: And being not ſatisfi d with this unjuſt Aſper- 


Qories in Sicily, and at Afium, condemning them as 
pernicious to the Common-Wealth. He us'd all en- 
ry of Livy into Diſgrace; the former he faid bad no 
Natues to be remov'd from the Libraries in Rome ; 


and he ſaid, Seneca was all Sand without Lime, cen- 
luring in like Manner the ſublimeſt Wits in Rowe. 


one, cou'd not avoid envying and grieving at the 


deavours to bring the Poem of Vigil, and che Hiſto- 


Wit, the latter was Verboſe and A Pie ordering his 


deſides which, he took from many Patricians and 
G 4 _ Noble» 
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hon upon Auguſtus, he forbad the Celebration of the 
Feſtivals, inſtituted in Commemoration of his vi- 


— . —— Ä 
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Noblemen of the City, the ancient Arms and Om 
ments of their Families; as from Torquatus the Chai 
from Cincinnatus the Lock of Hair, and ſrom q 
Pompeius of very ancient Extraction, the Title'd 

Great Ptolemy ; the latter of which being call'd fron 
his Government, and receiv'd with great Hononf 
was inhumanly ſlain, only becauſe the Luſtre ofhj 
Purple Gown, had drawn the Eyes of the SpeRaton 
in the Theatre upon him, when the Emperor wa 
preſent himſelf. His Envy yet deſcended to meang 
Matters; ſo that there was no Man of ſo low an 
abje& a Condition, whom he envy'd not, if any nx 
rural Bleſſing or Qualification diftinguiſh'd him'fron 
others, even to the cauſing ſeveral in the City cok 
ſhav'd, for having Hair more beautiful than ordinary, 
For the like Reaſon he barbarouſly treated E 
culus, a worthy Gentleman, who was ſo extraords 
nary beautiful, and ſo remarkable in the City forhi 
great Comelineſs and Tallneſs of Stature, that . 
was uſually call'd Coloſſeros, or the lovely Cala 
This Perſon being oblerv'd by Caligula, as he f 
viewing of the bloody Spectacles in the Amphithe 
atre, out of pure Envy he caus'd him to be drag 
down from the Seats above, to the Combitants, am 
there to fight for his Life. When after a brave Ii 
al with two ſeveral Men, he came off Victorious, ti 
Tyrant immediately caus'd him to be bound, and 
cloath d in Tatters and Rags, to be led about tis 
City, ſhewn to the Women, and then ſlain. Being 
at a publick Game, where a particular Gladiatdl 
had ſucceeded with more than ordinary Applauls 
he was ſo highly diſpleas'd, that he flung himſelf os 
of the Amphitheatre in a Fury, and ſtumbling upal 
the Seats, he cry'd put with great Indignation, 15 
the People of Rome, Lords of all Nations, gaus mil 
Honcur to @ pitiful Fencer, than to conſecrated Prima 


nay, than to himſelf, then preſent before them, ' © 


Cale 


\ 


hap. Il. CALIGULA IV. 
caligula was no leſs notorious for his Luſts and Bru- 
liry, than for his Pride and Envy ; and in thoſe he 
gualld, if not exceeded his Predeceſſor Tiberius, 
arce making any Diſtinction of Perſons or Places. 
ſides his unnatural Luſts, there was ſcarce any Lad 
extraordinary Quality that eſcap'd his Leudneſs, 
hich was uſually attended with the moſt impudent, 
iccumſtances imaginable. He committed Inceſt 
ith all his three Siſters, and at publick Feaſts they 
id wich their Heads in his Boſom by Turns: Of 
eſe he took Drufilla from her Husband Longinus and 
pt her as his Wife; and proſtituted Livia and A- 
mina to his own vile. Companions, then baniſh'd 
em as Adultereſſes and Conſpirators againſt his 
rſon, He lov'd the former ſo affectionately, that 
ing dick, he appointed her Heireſs both of his Em- 
e and Eſtate, and after her Death, he made her 
oddeſs, whom all his Life long he had made his 
lot. Such a Deity the Romans never knew before, 
tonly her Brother; and ſhe troubled them as much 
her Heaven, as he did on the Earth: For it was 


be embarraſs'd by Means of this new Goddeſs. 


was a Deity and Immortal; to rejoice for her 
ty was Capital, becauſe ſhe was Dead; and to 
dilent was an unpardonable Inſenſibility, either 
he Emperor's Loſs, or his Siſter's Advancement. 
us he made his Siſter ſubſervient to his Profit, as 
ore he did to his Pleaſure, raiſing vaſt Sums by the 
chaſe of the Lives of ſome, and the Confiſcation 
he Goods of others. As to his Marriages,whether 
ontracted, continu'd, or difloly'd them with grea- 
dame and Diſhoneſty, it is not eaſie to determine. 
lg preſent at the Nuptials of Livia Oreſtilla with 
as ſoon as the Solemnity was over, he com- 


na few Days he diſmiſs'd her, and after * 
du 


pollible for any Man ſo to comport himſelf, as not 


mourn for her Death was a high Crime, becauſe 


ded her to be brought to him as his own Wife; 
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her to the Soldiers all in Armour, and ſometimes 


as he was extravagant in his Luſts ; and yet att 


and ſometimes had Services of pure Gold to be git 


* 


- 
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baniſh'd her, upon ſuſpicion ſhe had been with h 
Husband after ſhe was parted from him. He we 
alſo enamour'd of Lollia Paulina, upon a bare Rel 
tion of her Grandmother's great Beauty; and them 
upon ſent for her from another Country, where h 
Husband C. Memmius was General of an Army, a 
forc d her to become his Wife; but he not only 
vorc'd her ſhortly after, but likewiſe forbad her 
ture matching with any Man whatſoever, C 


came next into his Affections, and there continy(” 


a Mother of three Children, neither Yaung F 
Beautiful, but ſo addicted to Luxury and Laſciviad 
neſs, that he now met with a proper Conſart ; A 
he lov'd her ſo intirely, that he ſometimes ſhey! 


his Friends ſtark Naked, transforming her by the 
Viciflitudes into rwo Extreams equally unbecomin 
her Sex, to a Man and to a Beaſt. Fg 


But not to dwell any longer in theſe Scenes of 
purity, Caligula was as boundleſs in his Prodigal 


ſame time inſnpportable in his Avarice. In Lunt 
and riotous Expences, he exceeded the Inventions 
all the Prodigals of that Age; having contrived: 
Ways of Bathing, and found out moſt prodig 
Diſhes for his Entertainments. He us'd Baths oft 
richeſt Oils, and moſt precious Perfumes int 
World; and had Banquets with the mot. valul 
Pearls and Jewels difloly'd and put among his 


to his Gueſts inſtead of Meat, afficming, That 4k 
as either to be a good Husband or an Emperor. Vl 
which, for ſeveral Days together, from the To 
Fulia's Tower, he caſt down conſiderable Sum 
Money among the People. He commanded ce 
Ships to be built of prodigious Bulk, the Timber 
ing Cedar, the Sterns Ivory, beſet with Gold 
Jewels, the Sails and Tackling of yarious Silk} 
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bins and Galleries ſpacious and convenient, with 
at variety of Vines and Apple-Trees, under the 
ade of which he often din'd amongſt Voices and 
er Muſick, ſometimes coaſting along the Shore. 
Campania with great Pomp and Splendor. In all 
Buildings both of Palaces and Houſes of Pleaſure, 
conſider d nothing but his own particular Fancy, 
j continually deſign'd ſuch Works as to others 
md impoſſible. He order d large Pillars and 
wers to be built in the bottom of the Sea, cut 
Way through Rocks of prodigious bulk, levell'd 
untains, and elevated Plains and Valleys, preſum- 
to alter and correct the greateſt Works of Na- 
e; and all with incredible Expedition, puniſhing 1 
leaſt Lazineſs or Delay in the Workmen with - 
ſent Death. By his various kinds of Extravagan- | 
s, in leſs than a Years ſpace; beſides all his ordi- 
y Revenues, he conſum'd about Eighteen Milli- 
of our Money, which Tiberius had ſcrap'd toge- 
before his Death: Which ſhews, that though 
te is a Treaſure in the World ſufficient co main- J 
n and ſupport all its infinite Numbers of Inhabi- 
ts, yet there is not enough in the whole World. 
maintain one prodigal Tyrant. | 
But the moſt notorious Inſtance of his Prodigality 1 
Vanity, was his vaſt Work at Puteoli, which he 1 
l6rtook in the third Year of his Reign; and it is 
cult to determine which was greater, the Folly 
the Extravagancy of the Attempt. To ſhew his = 
ver and Greatneſs, and that he was able to walk 
dn the Sea, as well as the Land, he order'd an in- 
te Number of Ships to be ſecur d in all Parts, and 
ny others to be ne built, and all eo be brought 
the Bays of Baie and Pateoli in Campania, about 
ty Miles from Rome. With theſe he ordered a | q 
nderfu] Bridge to be built, from the Point of Baia a 
be oppoſite Shore of Puteoli, above Three Miles 17 
2 hall in length; the Ships being placd Os 
8 ows 


A wonder- | 
ful Bridge. | 
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'Rows in Form of a Crefcent, faſtened and mod 
together with Anchors, Chains and Cables, to mil 
them firm and ſecure. Over theſe were laid yi 
Quantities of large Planks and Boards, very fray 
and even, and cover'd over with ſo much Earth; 
it ſeem'd to have been firm Ground, and one of 
Streets in Rome. Then ro make this ſtupendin 
Work the more magnificent and ſurprizing, he ſa 
for innumerable Numbers of Artificers and Laboy 
ers, and with infinite Charge and Expedition bil 
Houſes and Lodgings upon the Bridge for thei 
ception of Himſelf and Followers, into which wi 
brought freſh Water in Pipes from the Land, to ſen 
the Occaſions of his Revels. All this being ca 
pleated, He and all his Court repaired thicher wi 
prodigious Throngs of all forts of People, who cal 
from all Parts to behold this mighty Pomp; when 
after ſome ſolemn Sacrifices to the Gods, Calyl 
proudly adorn'd with magnificent Robes of Gold: 
Pearl, fitting on Horſeback with a Civicł Ciro 
and Alexander's Breaſt-plate, accompany'd with 
Great Officers of his Army, and all the Nobili 
and Gentry of Rome, he enter'd at one End of 
Bridge, and with an awful Majeſty rode to the oth 
And lodging all Night upon his Bridge, he cat 
ſuch an infinite number of Torches, Lanthorns, l 
other Lights to be plac'd in all parts of the Work,W 
all the neighbouring Mountains were illuminati 
and what was his Horſe-Way by Day, was his Al 
phitheater by Night; Caligula boaſting at the Wl 
time, That be had turn d the Night into Day, as wi 
the Sea into Land. The next Day he rode over ini 
Triumphal Chariot, follow'd by a mighty Trail 
Friends in their Chariots, all his Soldiers in big 
Armour, and Darius an Hoſtage of Parthia artendl 
his Chariot. And after this great Exploit of Wt 
ing and Riding ſo many Miles upon the 853, 
aſcended a Roſtrum erected on purpoſe, when y® 
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hap. III. C ALIGULA IV. 93 
de 2 moſt ſolemn Oration in praiſe of his own | 
{ Attempt, and of the Pains and Cate of his Sol- 
ers and Workmen, diſtributing large Rewards 
ong them. Then, that he might perform ſome 
emorable Action before he left his Bridge, he ſud- 
nly caus d great Numbers of the Multitude to be 
ſt into the Sea, and when they laid hold of Rud- 
rs, or any Thing that might ſave their Lives, ge 8 
mmanded them to be thruſt off, ſo that all periſh'd 
thout Remedy. He ſpent two Days in this Place 
all manner of Feaſtings and Extravagancies, in 
ich time the Sea proving ſmooth and calm, he = 
d, That Neptune took care 'of that, out of Fear and 
erence to him ; after which he return'd to Rome in 
oft magnificent and triumphant Manner, for ha- 
g ſurmounted, as he thought, the very Order and 
ws of Nature. Which ſhews how fooliſh that 
an is, who has let looſe the Reins of Reaſon, - 
d how boundleſs that Folly is, which is ſupport- 
by Arbitrary Power. v7 
Caligula having by this and many other Extrava- 
cies drain'd and exhauſted his Exchequer, he be- 
pk himſelf to all manner of Rapines and Extor- 
ns, inventing all kinds of Penalties, Confiſcati- 
„ and Impofts : And in theſe Matters there was 
fort of Fraud or Diſſimulation which he ſcrupled ll 
uſe, often upbraiding all Perſons with their Co- 
oulneſs, and that they were not aſhamed to have more | 
bes than he. He us d ſtrange Exactions and Im- | 
tions, ſuffering nothing to paſs in common Uſe 
hout bringing Money into his Treaſury ; ſer a 
te upon all Meat, a Rate upon Proceſſes in Law, 
late upon Porters Wages, and a Rate upon Pro- 
utes Gains. He caus d Free- men to purchaſe their 
edom a ſecond time; and poiſon d many who 
nam d him for their Heir, to have an immediate 
leflion of their Eſtates; ſelling likewiſe the Jew- 
and Goods of his condemned Sifters, the Regal 
obes 
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Robes and Ornaments of Anthony, Auguſtus; Ji 
Antonia, and others of the Imperial Blood. 
beſides the ſtrange Profits ariſing from his Dead Si 
2 chat he might not be unexperienc d in 
baſeſt and moſt ſcandalous Impoſitions, he ſet 
Brothel-Houſe in his own Palace, throughly farni 
with all kinds of Proſtitutes, Bawds, and Pandg 
for an Improvement of his Revenues. And likew 
he made his Palace a common Gaming-houſe, x 
himſelf the Maſter-Gameſter,not ſcrupling Cogyig 
Cheating, Lying, Forſwearing, and any kind of 
'tifice to enhance his Gains. Having once in 
midſt of his Game eſpy'd two Rich Knights pal 
through his Court, he ſuddenly went down, cal 
both to be apprehended, and their Eſtates to be q 
fiſcated; and returning to his Game, boaſted, Th 
never bad a better Throw in his Life. Another ti 
wanting Money for his Stake, he went down 
caus d ſeveral Noblemen to be ſlain; then retui 
told the Company, That they ſat playing there for ij 
Pence, while he had won 600000 Seſterces at "one 
Having a Daughter born about that time, be a 
plain'd publickly of his Poverty, not only as an 
-peror, but as a Father; and therefore publiſi du 
dict, I hat he would receive New-Tears-Gifts thott 
and accordingly he ſtood himſelf in the Porch d 
Palace, to receive the Preſents which the People 
full Hands and Laps pour'd out before Him. And 
ving by all poſſible Methods amaſs'd together a 
finite Sum, hie often laid down, and rowl'd hinlelfy 
it, eſteeming it the greateſt Recreation in che N 
As his Prodigality and Avarice were both prodig 
ſo he had the greateſt Variety of Affections thats 
be imagined: Sometimes he was openly familiar 
times as ſeverely reſerv'd: Sometimes he opetily d 
all the Gods, yet the Noiſe of a Thundet- cla. 
him to hide ' himſelf under his Bed: /Sometins 
diſpatch'd Buſineſs with incredible Celerity 4 
1.29 | | peo 
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aon, and other times with as much Slowneſs 
j Negligence. - He excus'd many that had com- 
tted hainous Crimes, and executed others who 
committed no Offence ; and wou'd one Day 
viſe a Thing, and in the next condemn him who | 
mmended it. Finally, he was fo ftrangely varia- i 
„ that no Man cou'd know how to act or ſerve | 
with Safety; and he was alſo the ſame in his -. 
abit and Apparel, in his Exerciſes and Recreati- 8 
s, and in all his other Actions: Only, 
In his Severities and Cruelties he was ever con- | 
nt and implacable, and had no reſpect to _ 
Friendſhip, uſing his Grand- mother Antonia ſo | 
barouſly, as ſhe poyſon'd her ſelf, murdering his = 
heir Tiberius for uſing a Sweet Powder, and almoſt 
his Kindred, except his Uncle Claudius, whom 
preſerv'd only for a Laughing-ſftock. He caus'd 
oemy, Son of King Juba, Macro, and Ernia, and 
eral others who were in League and Alliance with 
, to be barbarouſly executed; and likewiſe Si- 
u, who had been his Father-in-Law, for refuſing 
go to Sea with him when he was indiſpos d. He 
w divers of the Senate, and afterwards cited them 
appear as if they had been alive; at laſt pretend- 
g they dy'd by their own Hands; others of them 
re cruelly ſcourg'd, and thg Soldiers order'd to 
ad upon them as they lay, that they might have 
em at full Command. Being diſturb'd at Midnight 
the Noiſe of ſuch as got Places in the Circus for 
efollowing Day, he caus'd them to be driven out 
th Clubs; in which Tumult were flain above 
enty Roman Knights, as many Ladies, and an in- 
merable Company of the common People. He 
ndemn'd many Perſons of the higheſt Quality to 
ginthe Mines, and to repair the High ways, for 
t ſhe wing ſufficient Reſpe& to his Gifts and Pub- 
Games. He likewiſe caſt great numbers of old 
lim Men, and poor decrepid Houſe-keepers to 4 
| Wi 


he often declar'd, That be eſteem d nothing in bis 
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wild Beaſts, to free the State from ſuch-unſerviceal 
Perſons ; and caus'd all the Publick Granaries to) 
ſhut up, that ſuch as eſcap'd the Wild-Beaſts, mig 
periſh with Famine. He order'd Wild-Beafſts, whid 
he kept for Feaſts and Publick Games, to be fed wil 
the Bodies of living Men; and to that end eren 
tenth Day he ſign d Warrants for the Executions 
what Priſoners he thought fit, which he call'd, Cle 
ing his Accounts. A certain Knight whom he had ei 
to the Wild Beaſts, crying out, He was Innocent, 
causd him to be taken up, and his Tongue to be q; 
out of his Head, and then to be thrown in agi 
He forc'd Parents and Relations to be preſent at i; 
Executions of their Kindred, compelling them tod 
courſe of pleaſant Matters; and to one who excu 
himſelf by reaſon of his Sickneſs, he ſent his om 
Litter to carry him. Demanding of one whom I 
had recall'd from a former Baniſhment, How he m 
ploy'd himſelf in his Exile ? upon his anſwering, Th 
be often pray d for the Death of Tiberius, that he mig 
be Emperor, he immediately concluded, that all who 
he had baniſh'd likewiſe, pray'd for his Deat 
therefore commanded, that all that cou'd be foun 
ſhou'd be ſlain without Mercy. He took ſuch ana 
ceeding delight in Cruelty and Blood, that he of 
had Men rack'd and tortur'd in his Preſence as 
ſat at Meat, mingling his Sawce, as it were, wil 
Innocents Blood; and when the poor Wretcin 
were miſerably torn and mangled, he added anotif 
Cruelty of ſpitefully pitying and condoling tit 
Misfortunes, blaming only their Tormentors. 

As this Tyrant was barbarous in his Actions, 
he was no leſs cruel in his Words and Sayings ; i 


ture ſo commendable as his Adiatrepſian, or bis Unrelen 
ing Temper at the ſight of Exccutions. Being blalli 
by his Grand-mother for his numerous Cruelties 
made anſwer, Remember I may do what 1 pleaſe, 
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; whom Ipleaſe, An Eminent Citizen, who for an 
Indiſpoſition had got leave to. retire into the Ille 


era, deſiring to have his Stay prolong'd, he 
nn fo far from obtaining his Petition, that N 
„ enmanded him to be flain ; adding withal, Thas 


Blood - letting muſt of neceſſity do him good, who had taten 
ellebore /o long without, Succeſs, He took delight to 

till Men with flow and reiterated Strokes, that a 
ording to his uſual Expreſſion, they might fee them 1 

Joes die : and onde executing 4 wrong Perſon by j 

piſtake, upon finding his Error, he ſald, Zu well 

ne, be deſerv d it as much as the. other. In ſhort, ſo 

nlimited and boundleſs was his Inhumanicy, that 

e often made uſe of that impious Expreſſion, Ode 

nt dam metuant, Let them bate, as long as they. ear; FA 
{to add to the natural Fierceneſs of his Counte= - | 

ance, he often vie wd himſelf in his Glaſs to con- 

der what Looks wou'd make him moſt terrible to 

is Subjects. Whenever he kiſs d his Wife or Mi- 

gels, he generally laid his Hand upon their Necks, 

ling this Sentence, As ſmooth and as lovely as it u, I 


eren 
Ons of 


n take it off when 1 pleaſe and he many times pro- 
Mid, Thar be would rack Czſohia to diſcover bie 
ade him love her ' ſo paſſionately. - All his Sayings hat i 
e genuine Marks of Tyranny and unlimited Pow- " 28" 
; and particularly be declar'd, That beawou'd ſo eſta- 
jb the State, that the Lawyers ſhould bade not hing. to 
ad but what be thou by Fuſt and Equitable: And that 
might ſhe w bir(2lf 2 real Monſter, as well as a 
e Tyrant, he us d frequently to complain of the 
happineſs of his Reign, becauſe not aflicted with auß 
derable Calamity to make it remarkable; lamenting, 
at the Reign of Auguſtus was memorable for the Ou 
ww of Varus; That of Tiberius for*rbe Fall of the 
« Amphitheatre at Fidenæ, but ſuch was hi upforth- 
te Proſperity, that he was in great danger of being for- 
n: Inſomuch that he many rimes wiſh'd for che 
llruRion of ſome of his Armies; Famine, Peſti- 
* ä W 
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lence, Fire, or ſome great Opening of the an 
as wou'd ſwallow up a large Proportion of N 
Subjects. | | 
The inſupportable Cruelties and monſtrous Dj, 
poſitions of this Emperor caus'd many to conſpi 
againſt his Life; but their Deſigns were for a uli 
deferr'd, by reaſon of a famous Expedition be 
ſign'd againſt the Germans and Britains, which li 
undertook in the latter End of the third Yearofly 
Reign. He caus'd vaſt Numbers of Men to be raj 
in all Parts, made ſuch mighty Preparations, ug 
ſuch great Expedition, and ſhew'd ſuch uncommy 
Reſolution, that many believ'd, that he wou d o 
run all Germany and Britain with no difficulty. 
his March he ſometimes mov'd with ſuch Fury a 
Haſte, that the Prætorian Cohorts were conftrai 
to diſpoſe their Standards upon the Backs of ti 
Sumpters to be brought after; other times fofl 
ly, and in ſuch State, that cauſing himſelf. tl 
carry'd upon eight Mens Shoulders, he ſent bel 
and commanded the neighbouring Cities to i 
their High-ways well ſwept and water'd to del 
him from the Duſt. Notwithſtanding all his gt 
Threats and Boaſtings he perform'd nothing it 
Expedition, but receiving Adminius, the Son of 0 
belinus, a King in Britain, who being baniſh'd by 
Father, fled to him with a ſmall Attendance. H 
ever, Caligula immediately ſent magnificent La 
to Rome, as if he had conquer'd and poſleſsdi 
ſelf of the whole Iſland; ſtrictly enjoyning 
Meſſengers who carry'd his Letters, to ride a 
through the great Forum into the Palace, and nat! 
liver them to the Conſuls, but in the Temple F 
and in a full Senate. Not long after having 00 
ther Martial Imployment, he commanded d 
of the German Guards to croſs the Rhine, and il 
themſelves for a while, to return in a great Til 
and Conſternation with an Alarm, that the En 
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725 at hand; which being exactly perform'd, he 
aftend with a few ſelect Friends, and a ſmall 
ry of Horſe, into a neighbouring Wood, where 
wſing his Men to adorn themſelves with Branches 
Trees for Trophies, he return'd by Torch-lighe 
ith great Courage and brayery, reproaching them 
ith Lazineſs and Timidity, who neglected to fol- 
ww him, and rewarding his Fellow Adventurers 
ich new ſorts of Crowns, and the honourable 
james of Exploratorii. Soon after, that his Exploits 
ight be numerous as well as noble, he ſecretly 


cic appointed Places; and being at Supper when 
e News was brought him, he ſhew'd ſo much 
ncern for their Eſcape, that he aroſe ſuddenly 
dm the Table, mounted and purſu'd them with a 
eat Party of Horſe, as if they had been Fugitives ; 
0 108d having taken them, he brought them back in 
U ains, expreſſing himſelf in this Interlude no leſs 
bei al and extravagantly than in the former. At the 
o re time he publiſh'd a ſevere Complaint againſt 
(er: Senate and People of Rome, ſhewing, That while 
is Ear was fig bring abroad and expos'd to infinite Ha- 
g 10 W's: and Perils, they indulg d themſelves in their Riotous 
of CS ings, and in ol the Pleaſures and Diverſions in the 
d Laſtly, for a final Determination of this 
>, Mr, he march'd with his whole Army to the Sea- 
re in Batavia or Holland, where diſpoſing his En- 
es and Machines in great Order, and drawing 
tis Army in Battalia, he went on to the Sea in a 
ley, and immediately returning, he commanded 
Trumpets to ſound, and the Signal to be given 
Battel, then of a ſudden order d all his Men to 


mets, terming them, The Spoils of. the conquer d 
n, due to the Palace and Capital. Then calling his 
together, in ſuch a Manner as Generals uſual- 
ul after a Victory, _ made a pompous 9 

o - 


er d ſome Hoſtages to be forceably taken from 


ter the Shells of Cockles and Muſcles into their 
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member d; which was to murder all thoſe Legi 


he had lately forbad them, upon pain of . Death 
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to them, highly extolling their renown'd Exploit 
and Atchievements, commanding alſo a ridiculoy 
Diſtribution of Money to be made amongſt them 
and bidding them Refoyce and be Rich. In Memon 
of this great Victory, he caus'd a lofty Tower tobt 
erected by the Sea-ſide; and order'd the Galleysin 
which he had put out to Sea, to be conveyd g 
Rome, and for the moſt part by Lance. 

At his Return towards Rome, and Entrance iniq 
Gaul, he ſent Meſſengers before him to prepare 
moſt ſolemn Triumph for his Conqueſts, carryin 
with him ſome few: Priſoners, and Barbarian Fug 
tives for that purpoſe ; and for the greater Pomp. 
took with him the principal of the Gallick Nobilin 
compelling them to diſcolour their Faces and Hai 
to learn the German Language, and to take up 
them their barbarous Names. But before his Dept 
ture from this Province, this Tyrant enter'd upon 
moſt impious and bloody Deſign that was ever g 


which had formerly Mutined under his Father C 
nicus, when he was a young Child in the Camp; 
after all poſſible Perſwaſions againſt this notond 
Barbarity, he con'd not be diverted from a Reſoli 
on of killing every tenth Man; in which he perfil 
fo obſtinately, that he immediately call'd themty 
ther without their Arms, as to an Harangue, 
caus d them to be ſurrounded by a ſtrong Bod) 
Horſe, in order to this abominable Deſign. But on 
ving that his Intentions were ſuſpected, and that 
ny of them ſlipt away to recover their Arms, in 
of any Violence, he ſuddenly fled out of the All 
(bly, and went immediately towards Rome, turnilf 
thoughts againſt the Senate, and threatning 
venge on them the Ignominious Reports that 
raiĩs d of him; complaining, amongſt other til 
Tbat by their Faults he was defrauded of hisTriumph: 


Py 0 
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oncern themſelves with any of his Honours. Being 
et on the way by Ambaſſadors from that venerable 
Aſſembly, with their humble Requeſt to him to 


e laid his Hand upon his Sword, ſaying, I will come, 
nd bring this along with me: And alſo by an Edict he 


entry and Commons; as to the Senate, he won d be nei- 
her @ Prince nor Citizen for the future: and forbad any 
ff the Senators to meet him. In this Manner, either 
ite omitting his Triumph, or deferring it to another 
Time, he contented himſelf to enter the City by 
ay of Ovation, on his Birth- Day, without any fur- 
her Ceremony. But about the ſame time the Se- 
ate found a remarkable Occaſion of Reconciliati- 
dn, by means of Protogenes, one of his bloodieſt Exe- 
utioners; who coming into the Houſe, was ſaluted 
nd fawn'd upon by all the Senate, and more parti- 
ularly by Scribonius Proculus. Whereupon Protogenes, 
vith a fierce Countenance reply'd, Why do you ſalute 
e you that ſo hate my Maſter the Emperor? Upon which 
ords the reſt of the Senators immediately ſeiz'd 
pon Proculus, and violently tore him in Pieces; 
hich Piece of Service ſo well ſuited with the Ty- 
ant's prodigious Humour, that he was pleas'd to de- 
are, That the Senate had now regain d hu Favour. © 

Continuing in Rome, Caligula proceeded.in his 
drmer Cruelties after a more barbarous Manner 
an ever ; and. being incens'd with the Citizens, he 
$d this execrable Wiſh, O that the Romin People had 


Ir an Eaſement of their Taxes, he commanded his 
them to the Sword. He deſign'd to remove his 


it to deſtroy the Principal of the Senatorian, and 


ome and partake of the Honours deſign'd for him, 


geclar d, That be wou d return, but it ſhou d be only to the 


ut ene Neck, that I might diſpatch em all at a Blow ! 
Ind when the People petition'd him at the Theatre 


vards to ſet upon them, and put great Numbers 
ourt to Antium, and then to Alexandria, reſolving 


Ueſtrian Rank; as appear d from two Books found 
HSE ̃ ̃ 
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in his Cabinet one intituled Gladiut the Sword, 1 
the other Pugio the Dagger; in which were write 
the Names of ſuch as were mark'd out for Execuu is F 
on. So that now indeed he prov'd a real Phaeton ef | 
the World, according to the Predictions of that i eſt! 
pious Politician Tiberius; but as he began to ſet In ©: 
things on Fire, ſo he was ſoon ſcorch'd and "condo V 
ſum d in thoſe Flames which he had ſo furiouſi ur 
blown up. When neither his own Reaſon, his Sub- 
jects Petitions, nor his Countries Cuftoms conf 

move him to Moderation, or divert him from hi 
Cruelties, many began to conſpire againſt him, but 
durſt riot execute their Deſigns by reaſon of hi 

| Guards; till at length Caſſius Chereas, an Officer d 

[ his Guards reſolv'd upon it, being prompted toirupot 

many Accounts. He ſecretly imparted his Deſigiy 
to ſeveral Senators, Equites, and others, who readily 

joining with him, privately kept themſelves in Am 

every Perſon promoting it with all poſſible Vigou 

| and Reſolution. Chæreas having appointed a fer Tims 
for this fatal Attempt, he order'd his Companions td 
| attend him in a Vault, or private Gallery, where the 
Emperor uſually paſs'd unſeen from his Palace to ce 

N tain Baths not far diſtant. There Chereas repair d i 

his Aﬀociates, and ſhortly after meeting with Cali 

| The Death la, and ficſt paying ſome Reſpect to him, he gait 
| of Caligu- him a mortal Wound, crying out, Tyrant, think ia 

* this ; and immediately the reſt of the Conſpiraton 

| ruſh'd in, and diſpatch'd him with thirty Wound 

| he for ſome ſpace crying out, That be was ſtill alt 
This was the miſerable End of Caius Caligula, th 
fourth Emperor of Rome, in the 29th Year of hi 
Age, after a ſhort Reign of three Years, ten Month 
and eight Days; a Perſon commendable only for h 
ſharp Wit and Eloquence, and ſo monſtronſly Wick 
ed, that Seneca truly ſaid of him, That Nature ſew® 
to have broupht him forth, to ſhew what 'was poſſible to 


| produc d from the greateſt Viſciouſneſs, Inprorted by the ＋ 
4s "2" Y 
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Autbority. His prodigious Enormitiesjuſtly pull'd 
lawn Heaven's Vengeance upon the Head of him and 
is Family: For he himſelf not only fell by the Hands 


of his own Friends and Subjects, and had his Body 
left half burnt upon a poor Pile erected privately and 


n haſte; but alſo his Wife Cæſania, whom he loy'd 


o Madneſs, was at the ſame time ſtabb'd by a Cen- 
urian ; and his only Daughter, an Infant in the 
dle, had her Brains daſh'd out againſt a Wall, 
ith Deſign to extirpate the whole Race of a Tyrant, 
ho had made himſelf ſo inſupportably odious to all 
Mankind. His Money was alſo melted down by 
Decree of Senate ; that, if it were poflible, both his 
ame and Feature might be forgotten by future A- 
ves, He dy'd in the 794th Year of the City, 42 
aſter our Saviour's Nativity, and 9 after his Cruci- 
xion : In whoſe ſhort Reign, the Name and Faith 
ff Jeſus Chriſt was preach'd in a conſiderable Part 
the World by the Holy Apoſtles and many others, 
t. Matthew writing his firſt Goſpel, and the Belie- 
ers of CHiſt obtaining the Name of Chriſtians. 


II. As ſoon as the Death of Caligula was publiſh'd A. 
n the City, it caus'd a great Alteration and Con- 


aon in all Parts. The Conſpirators, who provi. 
ed only for their Safety and not Soveraignty, had all 
ctir d to private Places, tho' not without great 
lculty ; and ſince the Act was committed in ſuch 
ſecret Place, many imagining it ſome Artifice to 
Iſcover the Affections of the People, ſuſpended 
heir Belief of it, till the German Guards had ſuffi- 
ently manifeſted it by the Diſturbances they rais'd, 

nd the Murders they committed in the Palace. 
Lhe Senate was immediately aſſembl d, where after 
ſerious Debate, Saturninus the preſenc Conſul, in- 

ted much upon the Benefits of Liberty, and che 
Mileries of Tyranny, particularly, Tbat tbe latter 
ler; extinguiſhes all Vertue, deprives Free Men of al 
Hz true 
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by which Means the Common-Wealth is not guided by ol 


of the City, who were likewiſe of their Opiniot 
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true Magnanimity, and teaches em both to flatter and fea 


Wiſdom of Laws,' but abandon'd to the Fury of intemiperai 
Governors; all which fatal Miſeries, Rome had feu 
experienc'd. After which he much pleaded for the 
warding of Chæreat, who, lie ſaid; bad done fo great 
Piece . Service tothe State; not like Brutus gud Calling 
ho murder d Julius Cæſar; for they were the Origin 

Seditions and Civil Mars: But Chæreas by the Death . 
Tyrant; bad not only deliver d Rome from his Perſon, 
likewiſe from all thoſe Miſeries which aroſe by bis M 
The Senate being terrify' d with the paſt Calamitie 
readily agreed with his Opinion, reſolving to reſto 
Rome to her ancient Liberty, and utterly to extil 
guiſh the Name of the Czſars and the Monarch 
and perſiſting in this Determination, they immed 
ately ſeiz'd on the Capitol, with ſome of the Cbhonj 


But the City was much divided, the Commons u 
ging hotly for the Election of a New Emperor, 2 
the Nobility as violently promoting the Reſtoratid 
of their ancient Privileges, - The former hated ti 
Senate, and had been highly oblig'd by the public 
Spectacles and Donatives of the Emperors; therefal 
Teſolv'd to continue the Monarchy,and endeayourtl 
diſcover the Conſpirators. The Prætorian Coho 
and the German Guards, had all the ſame Intentid 
and Reſolution with the Commons; the former 
hopes that the Election of the Emperor wou'd fallt 
their Determination, and the latter upon the accout 
of the great Profits they had reap d from the Execul 
on of Caligula Cruelties. Theſe Diviſions and Du 
ſentions rais'd violent Diſturbances in the City; a 
while Affairs continu'd in this Confuſion, neitherti 
Citizens nor Soldiers knew whom to nominate i 
Emperor, till tome of the Soldiers running about f 
Palace, diſcover d Caligula's Uncle Claudius in a edt 
Hole, in which he had hid himſelf out of fear off 


fe, and brought him upon their Shoulders to the 


in great Fear expected nothing but Death at their 
ands; the People in the mean time pitying him as 
ingto his Execution. Whereupon the Senate ſent 
e Tribune of the People to adviſe him to ſubmit to 
tir Efabliſhment,” and not to diſturb the Publick Peace 
1b bis Pretenſions, and to come and treat of ſuch Matters 
were for the Publick Good; but Claudims alledg d, That 
was detain'd by Force, being much encourag'd by 
rod Agrippa, King of Fudea, and then at Rome, to 
poſe the Senates Determination. But Claudius had 
ther the Courage to attempt any thing for him- 
f, or the Publick, behaving himſelf with all ima- 
nable Fear and Concern, till the Diſturbances of 


me Compliance in the Senate, who finding Clau- 
1 nearer ally d to the Empire than any other, as 
ing Uncle to Caligula, and Brother to Germanicus, 
reed to make him Emperor, confirming him ſhort- 
ater. Claudius diſtributed fifteen great Seſterces to 
ch of the Camp, who promis'd him Allegiance, 
hich, as Suetonius obſerves, was the firſt time that 
y of the Emperors gave Money to the Soldiers to 
ve them to their Duties. 


her Subjects, of which he gave frequent and pub- 
Teſtimonies of his Proficiency. But whether 
om his Bodily Diſtempers, the groſs Stupidity of 
Nature, or the unactive Cowardice of his Tem- 
r, he cou d not with all his Learning, acquire any 
gnity in the State, beſides ſome few Months Con- 
lip with Caligula; nor yet extinguiſh the ill Opi- 
on conceiv'd of him by moſt Perſons. He had 
W curd himſelf of the Infirmities of his Body, and 
a great meaſure ſeem'd to have corrected thoſe at 
| St a is 


amp, where they proclaimed him Emperor, when 


e People, and the Terror of the Soldiers caus'd 


1 
M 


(ladius was now fifty Years of Age, and till this Claudius 
e had liv'd in great Obſcurity, beſtowing much we Em- 
his Time in ſtudy ing and writing of Hiſtory and?“ 
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his Mind ; as was believ'd from his great Carel 


Judgment he thought equitable and juſt. But 


ordinary Fraud and Collufion, he ſtrain'd the Pen 
of the Law, and condemn'd them to the V 
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ſhew'd for the State, and his ſeveral good A 
did inthe beginning of his Reign. The firſt Thing] 
did was the aboliſhing the Memory of thoſe twoDy 
in which the Alteration of the Government wx 
fervently debated ; whereof he caus d an Act of 
livion to be paſt for all Words and Actions whatly 
ver in that time. After which he diſannull'd alli 
cruel Edits made by Caligula; commanding all 
be deliver'd from Priſon and Baniſhment, who h 
been unjuſtly confin'd, particularly Caligula'sSil 
and Nieces. He ſhew'd himſelf very merciful to 
Enemies and Oppoſers in the Election, and pak 
general Act of Indemnity for all paſt Crimes; 
for a publick Example, and to terrifie others fra 
the like Attempt, he commanded Cbæreas, and ſa 
of the Conſpirators, who ſtill oppos'd his Electio 
be executed, who ſuffer'd Death with great Bal 
neſs and Reſolution, Chereas deſiring only to die 
the ſame Sword he had us'd againſt Caligula. TN 
Emperor ſhew'd himſelf very diſcreet and tempent 
as to Honours and Titles; and upon ſevere pen 
ties, forbad all Perſons to ſacrifice to him as they! 
done to Caligula; tho he omitted no occaſion of o 
brating the Memory of his Brother Germanicus, wil 
was dear to the Romans. He now acted much by 
Authority of the Senate, and ask'd the Conſents 
the Conſuls in many Things. In the Hearing 
Examination of Cauſes he was — 
and as diligent as any of the Advocates. He gs 
quently adminiſter d Juſtice in Perſon, in which 
did not always bind himſelf to the Letter of the l 
but moderated the Severity of the Mulcts, as in 


the other ſide, if Perſons were convicted of moreti 


Beaſts. A Woman being unwilling to own her | 
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d the Proofs of either fide not being clear, he ad- 
ig d her to marry him, and by that Award brought 
to acknowledge him. The Tribunes of the Peo- 
coming one Day to attend him, when he was on 
Tribunal, he courteouſſy excus'd himſelf for not 
ring Room for them to ſit down. By his Deport- 
nt in this and other Caſes, he ſo much gain'd the 
your and Affection of the People in a ſhort time, 
t upon a bare Report of his being ſlain by ſurprize, 
2 Journey to Oftia, they ran about the Streets in a 
adful Rage and Tumult, calling the Soldiers Tray- 
the Senate Paricides, and with horrible Impreca- 
ns curſing all Perſons who were acceſſary to it. 
r cou'd they be appeas'd, till ſeveral diſtin& Meſ- 
gers appear d at the Roſtra, to aſſure them he was 
ing, and wou'd be amongſt. them in a ſhort time. 
his Emperor took a more than ordinary care that 
e ſhou'd be continually ſupply'd with all ſorts of 
m and Provifion, ſecuring the Merchants againſt 
Pirates by Sea; and this Care was the more neceſ- 
_, becauſe of the incredible number of People in 
e; for in this Reign Tacitus aſſures us, that in one EI 
um were found 6844000 Heads. He likewiſe — 
very much employ'd in magnificent Works and ppl. 
dings, of which three were of as great Note as 
that the World could ſhew : The firſt was a 
nderful Conduit or AqueduR, call'd after his own 
me Claudia, much ſurpaſling any other in Rome, 
er for the nobleneſs of the Workmanſhip, or the 
ndﬀance of the Water it convey'd, which was 
upht forty Miles from Rome, thtough great Moun- 
bs, and over ſtately Arches in Valleys, and from 
ice carried on to the higheſt Hills in the City. 
e decond was a Haven of prodigious Capacity, 
$0 into the firm Land at Ofia ; a Work of that 
ding Coſt and Charge, that his Succeſſors were 
able to maintain it. The laſt was the draining 

L Lake call'd Kecinns, the largeſt of all Hah, - | 
the 
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the Cauntry of the Marſi, and the bringing all 


ria, which formerly belong d to his Grandfather 


deſtroying James, and impriſoning Peter; but . 
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Water into the River Zier, to ſtrengthen the Curr 
of the Stream. For effecting of which, among othe 
vaſt Difficulties, he mined through a high Mount 
of Flint three Miles in length; a ſtupendious Und 
taking, which conſtantly employ'd 30000 Men fy 
ElevenYears together, as many good Authors teſtif 
Claudius was no leſs careful about the Proving 
znd Governments, than about the City and Edificg 
firſt confirming Herod Agrippa in his Kingdomyyhig 
Caligula had taken from his Uncle Herod Anti 
whom he likewiſe baniſh'd with Herodias; both bein 
jaitly puniſh'd for their inceſtuous Match, and i; 
unjuſt Death of Jobn Baptiſt. Claudius enlarg di 
2a's Dominions, by an Addition of Judæa and San 


rod the Great; and publiſh'd favourable Edias init 
half of the Jes, who had groan d under the Tyra 
nies of Caligula. This Herod endeavouring by 4 
Ways to gratifie the Jes, rais'd a ſevere Perſecut 
on againtt the Apoſtles and Chriſtians in thoſe Pan 


ſhortly after puniſh'd by an Angel from Heayen,y 
in the midſt of all his Pride and Glory, ſtruck hy 
with a foul Diſeaſe, which ſoon ended his Impia 
Life, his Kingdom being given to his Son; Claw 
alſo reſtor'd Mithridates the Iberian to his Kinga 
Mit hridates the Cilician to the Kingdom of B 
and Antiochus to Comagena, all which had been 
priv d of their Kingdoms by his Predeceſſor Caligh 
But he depriv'd the Lycians and Rbodians of their 
berty ; the former for railing a Sedition, and 
ling ſeveral Romans, and the latter for crucihil 
ſome of that Nation. — ,*..; 400 
About the Beginning of this Emperor's Nei 
many of the Britains having been harraſs d with 
vil Wars, and exaſperated with dangerous Factid 
began to ſeek the Protection of the Romans, and 


\ 
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Mlethods to ſubject their Native Country to their | 
WE rmment. The principal of theſe was one Beri- 
„ who by many Arguments perſuaded the Empe- 
r to make a Deſcent upon Britain, which none had 
tempted ſince Fulius Cefar, about 96:Years before, Britain in- 
udius therefore ordered A. Plantius the Prætor, to vaded a 
als over from Gaul, who making Preparation for — 2 
oy i « Wenn 
is great Expedition, his mutinous Soldiers refus d mans. 
march, telling him, That they wou'd not make War A. D. 
of the Compaſs of the World; for ſo they judg'd Bri- 44. 
into lie. But Plantius, by the Aſſiſtance of Nar- 
ſu, the Emperor's Favourite, in a ſhort time qui» 
ted em; and paſſing over into Britain, overthrew 
e Sons of Cynobelinus ſeveral times, Flawins Veſpaſian, 
5 Lieutenant performing many noble Exploits in 
is War. This Expedition was undertaken in the 
econd Year of Clandins's Reign, in which Year St. 
ter, according to the Vulgar Opinion, came to 
me, and ſetled himſelf there, after he had preach'd 
he Goſpel in divers Parts of the World; - 
The Senate decreed Claudius Triumphal Orna- 
nents, upon the Account of the Succeſles in Britain; 
ut he imagining that Honour beneath the Majeſty 
tf an Emperor, reſolv'd in the fourth Year of his Claudius: 
keign to paſs over into Britain in Perſon, upon Pre- Expedition. 
ence that the Britains were ſtill ſeditious, and had A. D. 
ot deliver'd up ſome Roman Fugitives in their Poſ= 46. 
ton. He made great Preparations both by Sea and 
ind, and landing in Britain, he in a ſhort time ſub- 
ud part of the Countrey with little Oppoſition, and 
pong other Towns Camalodunum, commonly be- 
er d to be Maldon in Eſſex, the Royal Seat of Cyno- 
nut; but whether he fought any Battel, Authors 
re not agreed. Having been divers times ſaluted 
merator, a Thing not known in one Expedition, he 
arm d the Britains, and committed the Govern- 
nent of theſe, as likewiſe the War, with the others 
dot ſubdu d to Plantius, he haſten'd to Rome in the 
L 
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ſian, partly under Claudius, and — under Plan 
n 


or Wight. For which Exploits he obtain d Tut 
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ſixth Month, ſending before him Pompey and Salad 
his Sons in Law, with the News of his Vicon 
Great Rejoicings were made at Rome for the Cy 

ueſt of this ſmall Part of Britain, and every Py 
Gas Mouth was fill'd with the Praiſes of Clay 
the Senate in honour to him, decreeing not only 
ſplended Triumph, but alſo Yearly Games, and Ti 
umphal Arches, both at Rome and GeſſoriacuminGal 
the Place where he took Shipping. Claudius made 
Triumph in Rome with great Splendor and Magnil 
cence ; and that the Spectacle might be more pla 
ous by the Confluence of People, he not only gij 
leave to the Governors of Provinces to be preſent 
it, but permitted ſeveral baniſh'd Perſons to rem 
home, on purpoſe to behold it. In the Solemnin 
his Empreſs Meſſalina follow'd him in a diſtant Ch 
riot, magnificently adorn'd ; and he himſelf mounts 
the Steps of the Capitol on his Knees, being ſuppont 
on each ſide by his two Sons in-Law. Among d 
Spoils of his Enemies, he plac'd a Naval Crown | 
Gold hard by the Civick Crown, over the Gate 
the Imperial Palace, in token of his Victory over d 
Britiſh Sea, when he croſs d it; and for the fan 
Reaſon he order 'd his Son Germanicus, whom he hi 
by Meſſalina, ſhou'd be hereafter call'd Brit annicus t| 
Name which was given to himſelf but juſt befon 
In the mean time Plantius carried on the War in 
tain with that Succeſs, that Claudius decreed him 
Ovation, and when he enter'd Rome, he himſelf n 
him, giving him the Right- hand all the way. N 


fought thirty Battels with the Enemy, according! 
Suetonius; allo ſubdu'd two mighty Nations, 
above twenty Towns, together with the Ifle of f 


phal Ornaments, and within a ſhort ſpace twou 
cerdotal Dignities, with the Conſulſhip, which 
had the two laſt Months of the Lear. Under n 
| 


ha 
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ea his Son Titus in Quality of a Tribune, whoſe 
:raordinary Valour and Modeſty gain d him ex- 
eding Reputation, as appears from the Number of 
; Images, and their Inſcriptions, throughout the 
tovinces of Germany and Britain. Wade 
claudias began now to leſſen his Care and Con- 
rn for the Publick, and to give himſelf up to his 
uttonous Diſpoſition, and his paſſive Stupidity, but 
| of all to his Freed-Men and Favourites, toge- 
er with his libidinous Wife Meſſalina. To theſe he 
jade himſelf ſo ſubject, and was ſo much govern'd 
em, that by their Directions and Counſels he 
mmitted many Diſorders, Follies and Injuries, more 
e their Slave and Subject, than their Prince and So- 
reign; pardoning ſuch heinous Offences, and com- 
ting ſuch Cruelties, as wou'd be tedious to men- 
on all, thoſe againſt his own Blood will be ſuffici= 
nt. The firſt was the Execution of Appius Silanus, a 
erſon of the higheft Merits, who had been Gover- 
r of Spain, and marry'd to his Mother-in-Law, 
hoſe Death was caus'd by the Malicious Inſinuati- 
ns of his Wife Meſalina, and his Favourite Narciſſus. 
ter him he put both his Sons-in-Law, Silanus and 
mpey to Death, and the two Livia's, his own Nieces, 
ne the Daughter of Druſus, and the other of Ger- 
aicus, and all without admitting of any Defence, 
id none knowing for what Cauſe. Great Num- 
ers of others were likewiſe putsto Death, by the 
dominable Practices of Meſſalina, and his Freed- 
en, who bore ſo great a Sway in the State, that 
ley ſold Offices, Governments and Dignities ; and 
bat was more dangerous, took Money for Pardons, 


att of which was practis'd without the Knowledge 
che Emperor ;ſo large was their Power and Autho- 
ty, and ſo groſs his Ignorance and Stupidity. He 
Kd ſuch Remarks from the Senate for his two 
Wourites Narciſſus and Ppilas, and gave ſo great a 

| Latitude 


ſenalties, Puniſhments, and Baniſhments : A great 
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Latitude to their Rapines and Extortions, that cli; 
plaining one Day that his Exchequer was exhaust 
he was handſomely anſwer d, That be might be 
dantly rich, if his two Freed- Men auoꝝ d hut tale bin 
. to their Society. By means of theſs great .Dilord 
| and Grievances, Claudius made himſelf odious tom 
mm, and principally to the wiſer ſort ; infomuch i 
ij ſeveral practisd his Death, and conſpir d 2pain 
him, tho' for his former good Acts he was ſtill 
lov'd and eſteem d by great numbers. But as th 
who hated him were more numerous, or at leaſtmy 
bold, they fear'd not to make an Attempt upon! 
Life; of which were two Equites, who reſolyd! 
ſtab him, beſides Statius Corvinus, and Gallus Ain 
two Perſons of the higheſt Rank, who had form 
Conſpiracy againſt him. But the Deſigns and Prf 
ces of all being timely, diſcover'd, Claudius prevent 
the Danger, by executing new Cruelties upont 
1 ſeveral Parties, and upon ſuch as had conſented i 
MY participated with them; and finding himſelf fre 
from this Fear and Danger, he continu d more 
? In his impious Purpoſes, and cruel Courſes. 
| Camillus* But this Conſpiracy was not the Eniperor's gre 
l; Rebellion, eſt Concern, for ſhortly after Furius Camilla, 
of Lieutenant in Dalmatia, incited by many prinaf 
Men of Rowe, openly rebell'd againſt him, and} 
Legions of that Province joyning with him, heal 

himſelf by the Title of Emperor. This threwC 
dius into the utmoſt Fear and Amazement and a0 
Nature and his Crimes had made him more cowatt 
and timerous than the reſt of Mankind, he ws 
dejected and mean · ſpirited, that upon Camz/lushisW 
ting to him a hectoring Letter, Commanding bin 


; leave bis Empire, and betake bimſelf to a bree | 
, tir d Life, he aſſembl'd the principal Perſons cf 
ij Council, to deliberate whether he ſhou'd reſign 


s Camillus, or not: So that if the Rebellion had lall 
he wou'd have made but a feeble Defence of his 


| 
m 


P 


__ 
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ire. But as Camillus's Pretences had no Foundation, 

1 his ambicious Deſigns manifeſtly appearing to the 
egions, they ſoon repented of their Choite, and de 
oy'd him five Days after, by reaſon of ſome re- His Death; | 
arkable Prodigies which had terrifi'd em, as ſome 
uthors write. And thus was Claudius deliver d from 

is Danger, but not from Fear and Jealouſie; for he 

yd ever after in Diſquiets and Suſpicions, inſomuch 

at being one Day in the Temple offering his Sacri- 

es, and by chance finding a Sword which had 
en left there by accident, he with great Trembling 

d Confuſion, immediately caus d the Senate to be 
embled, and with Fear told the Fathers, That be 
Man the moſt unfortunate and miſerable of all others, 

| that he cou d be aſſur d at no Time or Place, but was 
minnally in Danger; and for many Days together he 
tir d, and ſtirr*'d not abroad. After this, he never 

jt go to any Feaſt without his Guards about him, 
ating with their Lances at the Table inſtead of o- 
er Servants ; nor wou'd he viſit any ſick Perfon, till 
e Chamber was ſtrictly ſearch'd co the very Bolſter 
the Bed. He ſuffer'd no Man to come near him, 
don the account of Salutation, or otherwiſe, before 

5 Searchers had been with him, who {pared none; 
d ſometimes were very rude and ſevere in their 
tiny, and that to Women as well as Men. 
But Meſalina; with her Favourites and Confede- 
tes, made a more profitable Uſe of the Emperor's 
ars and Suſpicions, taking an Occaſion from them 
pe ped Goa to Death, and 1 their 
00ds, alledging, That they were guilty of ſome of the 

je Conſpiracies and Rebellions ; all When 02, ele 
amolt bloody and barbarous manner, many being 
ndemn'd and Executed without Proof or Trial, — 


ber guilty Perſons clear d, by means of Bribes and 
of Its: And tho' for the moſt Part Claudius was groſſy i 
d 2nd impos d upon by thoſe he moſt truſ- iT 
T BC ſtill the World beliey'd him moſt guilty and "8 
i | I cenſur'd 5 
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Perſons, he appear'd very Bloody and Cruel himſeſ 


Ludi ** 
lares. 


A. D. 
48. 


flicted, and with great Pleaſure beholding the mu 


ſalina began to appear more publick in her Wid 
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cenſur d and hated him for theſe Acts. For beſideshi 


ſtrange Remiſneſs and Forgetfulneſs in all Thing 
and the great Truſt which he repos'd in ſuch impigy 


being frequently preſent when Torments were. in 


exquiſite Cruelties; a thing highly unworthy of h 
Office and Dignity. He was ſo delighted with ſud 
Spectacles, that being at the City Tibur, and 
ſirous to ſee an Execution, after the ancient Mod: 
upon the want of an Executioner, when the Deli 
quents were faſten'd to the Stake, he ſent to Rm 
for one, and ſtay'd upon the Place with great pat 
ence till Night, in Expectation of his coming. Sk 
tonius writes that he put to death thirty five Senato 
and above three hundred Equites in his Reign, an 
with ſo much Eaſe and Unconcernment, that on 
of his Captains bringing him an Account, That 
cording to his Command, ſuch a Conjulary Man was 
cuted ; he deny'd he had given any ſuch Order, jt 
approv'd of what had been perform'd. 

In the Seventh Year of this Emperor's Reign, tl 
great Secular Games were exhibiced, it being 10 
the 800th Year of the City, and 64 Years alt 
their Celebration by Auguſtus. In the ſame Year My 


edneſs, and triumphant in her Adulterous Pradtice 
in which ſhe now became ſuperlatively Impudent 
and to enter into all the Particulars of her Ma 
ſtrous Lewdneſs, wou'd be a Scandal to my Stoſ 
and an Offence to my Reader. She caus'd fo 
Women to commit Adultery in the very Preknt 
of their own Husbands, ruining and deſtroying lit 
as refus d their Compliance; and oftentimes gal 
the Emperor ignorantly to conſent to her 0f 
Wickedneſs and his Shame. After Ihe had facriis 
many of her Gallants, who were too deficien 


ſetviceable to her unbounded Defires, ſhe _y 
0 
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nately in Love with C. Silius, the moſt beautiful 


ious Lady, that ſhe might wholly enjoy the Adul- 
rex to her ſelf. Which ſhe did not with Secreſy, 


ways at his Side, and profuſedly beftow'd Wealth 
d Honour upon him; and at laft, as tho For- 
Ine had transferr'd the Empire to him, all Atten- 
ants and Imperial Ornaments were daily ſeen at 
e Adulterer's Houſe. After ſome ſpace Silius, be- 


voly'd themſelves, told her directly, That Harm- 
; Counſels were proper for the Innocent; but audacious 
d deſperate Attempts were the only Security for open 
1d manifeſt Villanies : And after ſome little delibe- 
tion they agreed upon a notorious Expedient, im- 
dent beyond all Example, and almoſt all Belief ; 
big bich was to marry each other while the Emperor 
alive, relying upon his ſtupid Blindneſs, and 

e tranſcendent Power ſhe had over him. They 
n, Med no longer than for Claudius Journey to Oftia 
S goriy after, at which time they celebrated their 
S M uptials, with all the uſual Ceremonies, and all the 
ameleſneſs and Openneſs imaginable ; which 
bd great Indignation and Jealouſies among many 
the City, who refolv'd to diſcover all the Em- 
eos Practices to Claudius during his long Stay at 
lia, but fear'd nothing ſo much as his admitting 
to make her Defence, becauſe her dextrous Ma- 


cuſations ine ffectual. Narciſſus and Pallas firſt 
de the Diſcovery to him of this infamous Act, 
Man infinite Number of other Villanies com- 
ted by her, which after many Aggravations and 
Woking Incitements, ſomewhat rguz'd bim out of 
drowſy Slumber and Forgetfulneſs ; but at the 
ne time threw him _ ſuch a dreadiul * 
2 an 


outh in all Rome, whom ſhe oblig'd, tho unwil- - 
ngly, to divorce his Wife Funia Syllana, an Illu- 


js apprehenſive of the Dangers in which they had 


gement of this blockiſh Prince might render their 
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ut with a great Retinue frequented his Houſe, was 
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and Conſtetnation, that he oftentimes ask'd, bela 
he was ſtill Sovereign of the Empire or not ? and way 
cautious in his Preparations for their Puniſhmen, 

as if he were to engage ſome dangerous Enemy, 
In the mean time Meſ/alina, never more looſe an 
diſſolute in her laſcivious Frolicks and Debaucherig, 
1 celebrated with her Lover the Jovial Feaſts of Bacchu, 
if in the time of Vintage; the ſwelling Grapes wer 
preſs'd, the Veſſels flow'd with delicious Wines, Wo. 
men, girt with Skins, danc'd about like Buchan 
at their Sacrifices ; her ſelf with her Hair, look 
dancing in the Air, ſhaking a Javelin finely wrap 
about with Vine Leaves; and Silius hard by, his Body 
cover'd with Ivy, and his Legs with Buskins, with 
ſhameleſs Company of Singers and Dancers; all a 
preſſing the utmoſt Mirth andJollity which the Heat 
and Extravagance of Humour cou'd produce. l 
the midſt of it one Valens, an Idiot, is ſaid to han 
climb'd a Tree, and being demanded What be 
there, anſwer'd, A cruel Storm coming from Olli 
which caſt a ſudden Coldneſs and Damp upon tl 
Minds of the Company. Shortly after which the 
receiv'd Intelligence, that the Emperor had made 
full Diſcovery of the whole Matter, and wascomit 
to take his Revenge. All retir'd with great Confuſd 


| to ſeveral Places, and Meſſalina to the Gardens If 
1 longing formerly to Lucullus, from whence ſhe | 
if : her Son and Daughter, Britannicus and Octavia 
Y meet the Emperor, and implore his Mercy, imm 
i diately after following them her ſelf; but in val 
1 5 ſince Narciſſus and her other Accuſers ſo diverted Ca 


dius, that he cou'd not attend to her Defence. & 
and many other of her adulterous Companions 
immediately ſzcur'd, and ſhortly after receir di 
juſt Reward of theic Villanies, among which ſol 
| were Senators and ſome were Players. All wh 
MM time Meſſalina in Luculluss Gardens endeavourd! 
all poſſible Methods to prolong her vretchel 
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or BE netimes uſing Prayers and Supplications, and other 
saß ves ſbewing no leſs Rage and Anger; and had not 
em ei haſten d her Death, ſhe had probably turn'd 
e Miſchief upon her Accuſers Heads: For the 
mperor having return d from the Executions, and 
llay'd his Choler in a Banquet, began to relent, de- 
ring her Puniſhment till after ſhe had made her 
Defence. Which being underſtood, Narciſſus ruſh'd 
ut, and order'd the Centurions and Tribunes juſt 
to execute her immediately, according to the 
mperor's Commands ; who haſt'ning to the Gar- 
ens, found her extended on the Earth, with her 
ſother Lepida ſitting by her, who perſwaded her, 
ito tarry for the Executioner, ſince ſhe cou d expect no 
ber Honour but the killing her ſelf. But ſhe had no 
park of Generoſity left, and her Courage was too 
nſeebl'd with impure Senſuality to think on ſuch 
n Attempt ; tho! at laſt with many cowardly Fears 
nd Tremblings ſhe took a Sword from one of the Meſſalina 
oldiers, and put it to her Throat, and then to her Her Dearh. 
reaſt ; which at laſt was pierc'd with a Blow lent 
er by the Tribune; an End ſuitable to one who 
25 the higheſt in Quality, but the moſt monſtrous 
Impiety of all her Sex. Claudius was immediate= © 
inform'd of her Death in the midſt of his Banquet; 
ut without the leaſt Queſtion ask'd, or Concern 
$w'd, he call'd for his Cup, and proceeded in his 
anquet; and ſo ſtrange was his Inſenſibility, that 
either the ardent Love he bore her, the Satisfaction 
che Accuſers, nor the Sadneſs of his Children cou'd 
ake him give the leaſt Tokens of Hate, Joy, An- 
er, Sorrow, or of any other humane Paſſion or Af- 
ion. And what is ſtill further remarkable, the 
Ext Day ſitting at his Table, he ask d #by Meſſali- 
R came not to Supper. The like monſtrous Forgetful- 
«ſs appear'd in many other Inſtances, as when he 
ad condemn'd ſeveral particular Perſons, he often 
Kd and ſent for em the next Day. | 
I 3 | Claudius, 
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Claudius, being now a Widower, declar'd publich 
ly, That fince be had been anfortunate in his Marriages, | 
ou d live a ſingle Life for the future, and if he coming] 
not in that Reſolution, he gave his Subjects leave to kill bin 
But forgetting himſelf ſhortly after, he became ſuch; 

_ Captive to the artful Careſſes and great Beauty of tj 

Niece Agrippina, Daughter to his Brother Germania 

that in the next meeting of the Senate he ſuborn{ 

8 Perſons to move, That he might be compell'd to many, 

as a Matter of great Importance to the Common-wealth; 

and that according to his Example all Perſons might be 

mitted in ſuch Marriages as till now were look'd upon 4 

Inceſtuous. And when this was decreed, he had ſcarce 

Claudius Patience to contain himſelf a Day before the Solen- 

marries his nization of the Nuptials; but none follow'd his Ex: 

Niece A- ample beſides one of his Freed- Men and one of the 

| SUPP Captains of his Guards, at whoſe Nuptials both him 

1 {elf and Agrippina were preſent, for the greater Incoy- 

5 tagement of thoſe Marriages which were deteſtedi 

the Romans. Agrippina was a Lady of very great Spii 

1 | and Underſtanding, of ambitious Defigns, and wel 
| 


5 knowingthe Weakneſſes and Infirmities of Claudin 

3h Temper, ſhe ſoon found means to advance her So 
Ll Domitins Nero, whom ſhe had by her other Husband 
Wl Domitius e/Enobarvus, procuring him to be marryl 
1 to Claudius s Daughter Ocavia, which was done ſome 
10 few Days after her own Marriage. Not long aket 
9 which the Emperor's Favourite Pallas, by her Inf 
ij gation urg'd Claudius to provide for the Safety of 'l 
| Cemmon-wealth, and ſtrengtben the Intereſt of his Ses Bit 

10 tannicus, by his Adoption of young Domitius; for Aug 

| ſtus' Wives Children were advanc'd, tho he bad Grandi 

| of bis own, and Tiberius notwithſtanding his own & 

N Druſus, Adopted Germanicus. That be alſo ſhou'd is 

q in ancther, to ſhare, in ſome meaſu"e, the Burden of the En 
h pire with bim. This Emperor, who, as Tacitas [ay 

= had neither Judgment nor Malice, but what was pit 
into him, immediately yielded to the _ 
perfer 
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referring Domitius before his own Son Britannicus; 
4 made a Speech upon that account to the Senate, 


thich he had receiv'd from Pallas. Great Thanks 
verereturn'd to Claudius, and exquilite Flatteries us d 


o Domitius, and a Decree made by which he ſhou'd 


e accounted of the Claudian Family, and call'd Clau- 


1 Nero; and likewiſe that Agrippina ſhou'd be ſur- 
am'd Auguſta. This was done in the ninth Year of 
audius's Reign; in which Year he baniſh'd all the 


eus from Rome, by reaſon of their being continual- 


in an Uproar and Tumult upon the Account of 
he new Religion of the Chriſtians, as Suetonius aſſures 


s; and many are of Opinion, that under the Name 
eus the Chriſtians were likewiſe expell'd. In 


his Year alſo were ſome Conqueſts made in Mau- 
itaniz and thoſe Parts, which were made into two 


[ributary Provinces, one call'd Mauritania Cæſarien- 
% now the Kingdom of Fez, and Mauritania Tingi- 


ana, now the Kingdom of Morocco. 
In the tenth Year of Claudiuss Reign, the Britains A, D. 
erolted, and upon the Arrival of P. Oforius, Pro- gr, 
r2tor in thoſe Parts, grew more confident than be- Further 
ore, contemning Him as a Perſon of no Military Conquefs 
xperience. But he well knowing, that the firſt A- * Britain. 
lon wou'd either encourage or diſhearten em, vi- 
zoroufly attack d ſuch as were up in Arms, and diſ- 
ders d em, proceeding to diſarm all whom he had 
eaſon to ſuſpect; but the Iceni, the Inhabitants of 
de preſent Counties of Suffolk, Northfolk, Cambridge, 
Ind Huntingdon, a powerful Nation, refuſing to ſub⸗ 
it, gain d others over to their Party, and encam- 
ing upon commodious Ground, engag d with the 
mans, were at laſt overthrown, but with the great- 
r Bloodſhed, by reaſon of their Deſpair of Pardon. 
dy this Overthrow of the Iceni, many others, before 
ndetermin'd, were reduc'd to Obedience, and OFo- 
iu led his Army againſt the Cangi, a People about 
be Iriſh Sea; and waſting their Territories, had paſs d 

14 almoſt 
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Battle ſhou d either eſtabliſh their glorious Liberty, or conþ 


But as nothing cou'd withſtand the Force of the Rt 
man Legions, the Britains, tho'.they had conſiderab 


themſelves ſhortly after: Cara&acus himſelf flying 
Cartiſmandua Queen of the Brigantes, was treaci 


after nine Years brave Reſiſtance of the Romans, | 


|  Carattacus was brought to Rome, where all were d 
ſirous of ſeeing the Perſon who had ſo long col 


as at the Sight of ſome publick Games and Specucn 


\ 
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almoſt to the Ocean, when he was recall'd by the ly 
Turre&ions of the Brigantes, a People on the North 
England, and having deſtroy'd the principalRevolteg 
the Rebellion was extinguiſh'd. But the Silure, dt 
Inhabitants of South Wales, wou'd by no Methodshe 
allur'd or diſcourag'd from proſecuting the War x 
gainſt the Romans, relying upon their own Courage 
and the Valour and Bravery of their great Genen 
Caractacus, who having waded through numerous pe 
rils and Difficulties, had gain'd ſuch Reputation, ta 
he was juſtly preferr'd before all the Britiſh Cons 
manders; and by his Policy and Conduct remoy{ 
the Seat of the War into the Territories of the 07 
vices, the Inhabitants of North-Wales, as more cot 
venient for his Deſigns, by reaſon of the Rocks and 
Mountains. Here, at the approach She Romans, C 
ractacus in a Speech to his Soldiers told em, That thi 


their perpetual Servitude; and that they ought to remm 
ber the Honour of their Anceſtors, who had driven Juliu 
Cæſar from this Iſle ; by whoſe Valour they were bai 
deliver d from Axes and Tributes ; and to whom they ow 
the Enjoyment of their unviolated Wives and Child 


Advantages in the beginning of the Battel, by re 
ſon of their Intrenchments, were after an obſtinat 
Fight entirely routed, and the Wife and Daughter 
Caractacus taken Priſoners, his Brothers ſurrendrinf 


rouſly bound and deliver'd up to the Conqueror 


which he had gain'd great Fame and Renown. | 


temn'd their Forces, and the People were aſſemble 


= 
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Emperor's Guards were plac d in Order, and he 
mſelf ſeated on his Tribunal; the Captive Princes, 
ifſals, and Retinue going firſt, the Capariſons, and 
her Spoils of War follow d after ; then his Brothers, 
: Wife and Daughter; and laſt of all, he himſelf 
as brought before the People in a very remarkable 
abit. The Prayers which the reſt made to the Em- 
ror were mean and ſervile ; but Caractacus neither 
nging down his Head, nor craving Mercy when 
ſtood before the Tribunal, with a noble Bravery 
oke thus : If my Moderation in Proſperity had been e- 
alto my Nobility and Fortune, I had come rather as 4 
ind into th City, than a Captive ; nor wou d you have 
lain d to have receiv d me with Articles of Peace and 
Lince,being a Prince nobly deſcended from Wuſtrious Pro- 
lors, and an abſolute Commander over many Nations, 
preſent Fortune, as it is to me low and diſhonourable, ſo 
hou it is glorious and magnificent. I have been Maſter of 
res, Men, Arms and Wealth; what wonder is it, if 
ir many Strugglings I have loſt em all? If Rome af 
1at Univerſal Empire, does it follow that the World 
needs truckle to her ? If I had yielded immediately, 
bara without Oppoſition, neither my Fortune 0u'd have been 
the Reortable, nor your Glory memorable; and Oblivion wou'd 
era follow'd my Puniſhm:nt. But if you ſpare my Life, 
Ve be 2 perpetual Example of your Clemency. Upon 
ine Words Claudius generouſly pardon'd him, his 
hter qe and Brothers; and being all unbound, they 
ndl their Reverence to Agrippina, who fat aloft on 
ing cher Seat hard by; and gave her the like Praiſes 
each Thanks, as they had given to the Emperor. Ta- 
: ſays, that this was the firſt Time that ever a 
man ſat among the Roman Standards; but ſhe, in 
lication call'd her ſelf Partner of that Empire her 
efors bad gain d by their Valour. Aſter this the Se- 
e was aſſembled, where the Fathers made many 
imendatory Speeches concerning the Captivity of 
acus ; declaring, It was no leſs honourable _ 
when 


dach“ 
th 
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when the great Scipio expo d Syphax and Æmilius N 
ſius; and Offorius was decreed Triumphal Ornamen 
he being ſtill in Britain. But now his Fortune beet 
to change, either from his own Remiſſneſs, or 
Enemies Diligence, who ſuddenly got to Arms, 
almoſt intirelycut off thoſe Troops defign'd for th 
btidling of the Silures; which Advantage, and fon 
others, caus'd a new Revolt of ſeveral other Nation 
not long after which Oforius, ſpent with Care x 
Labour, dy'd. In whole Place Claudius ſent A. Dil 
as, Who found Affairs in an ill Poſture ; but the! 
tains afterwards having Civil Conteſts, were ſeve 
times overthrown, and then more eaſily kept unde 
Agrippina The Empreſs Agrippina in the mean time was ind 
ber Peſſgn. ftriouſly contriving to raiſe her ſelf to the higheſt) 
gree of Greatneſs, as well as to ſecure the Succelly 
of the Empire to her Son Nero; and her Ambitiona 
ry'd her the further, by reaſon of her being Daught 
Siſter, and Wife toan Emperor, and was nowend 
vouring to be Mother alſo. She had already proc 
the Deaths of ſome Roman Ladies, who had been! 
Rivals for her Marriage with Claudius, notwithitan 
ing they were favour'd by Narciſſus and Calixtus ji 
to make her Reputation and Authority more coul 
cuous to the Provinces and Foreigners,ſhe comma 
ed a Colony to be planted at Ub;um on the Rt 
where ſhe was born, calling it Colonia Agrippina, 
Colegn. To facilitate her Son's Advancement, 
had, beſides his Marriage and Adoption, proc 
Annæus Seneca to be recall'd from Baniſhment, 1 
the Pretorſhip to be given him, together with | 
Cate and Tuition of her Son; which Reitora 
and Advancement ſhe knew wou'd be grateful to 
People, who highly eſteem'd him for his great Le- 
ing and eminent Morality. She was likewiſe {en 
that her Son might receive great Advantages 
ſuch a Maſter ; and ſhe was fo ambitious of his 


ceedinginthe Empire, that when it was told 1 
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be Oracle or Augur, That ber Son ſhould be Empe- 
e r word be the Cauſe of ber Death, ſhe anſwer d, 


lim, ſo he but Reigns. But ſhe durſt not level at 
at Mark while Geta and Criſpinus, both Favourers 


hich caus'd her to inſinuate to the Emperor, That 
Guard was divided into Factions through the ambitious 
mentions of the two Captains for ſuperiority ; and that 
+ Diſcipline wou d be better preſerv d if the Soldiers 
e commanded by one alone. pon which the whole 
arge of the Prætorian Cohorts was transferr'd to 
anius Burrbus, a Perſon of great Fame in Military 
airs, yet well knowing by whoſe Favour and 
dice he was advanc'd to this Poſt. From that 
e the Empreſs ſhew'd more Command and Au- 
rity than, ever, and frequently enter d the Capi- 
in a Chariot; an Honour and Privilege only al- 
yd to thoſe of the Sacerdotal Order. | 

n the following Year, which was the Eleventh 
i Reign, Claudius finiſhed his vaſt Work former- 
ntion'd in the Lake Fuſinus; but before the 
ter was let out, he order'd a Naval Battel to be 


to Death or Baniſhment, promiſing Liberty and 
mards to the Conquerors. Fifty Galleys were 
for this purpoſe, according to Dion, and Nine- 
Thouſand Men, being equally divided, and 
fully adorn'd with Banners, Flags, and Stream- 


and the other Rbodians. To ſee this remarkable 
Kicle, there came infinite Multitudes of People 
al parts of Tay, and from other Countries, 
h cover'd the Banks of the Lake, and all the 
and Mountains within view, making it appear 
avaſt Amphitheater; where the Emperor Clau- 
with Agrippina and Nero, were conveniently 
, moſt gloriouſly atrir'd in Gold and Precious 
| e. The Perſons appointed for the Fight, cry- 
0 _ 4 


Britannicus, continu'd Captains of the Guard; 


pht there chiefly by Slaves and Perſons condem- 


df various Colours; one Party being call'd Sicili- 
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ing out, Farewell good Emperor, we dying Penn 
late you, Claudius ridiculouſly anſwer'd them in thy 
own Language, Farewell to you alſo; by which won 
imagining he had excus d them from any funky 
Danger, they ſtood till by conſent, reſolving og 
to engage. Which ſo enrag'd the Emperor, that h 
deliberared whether he ſhou'd deſtroy 'em all by Fig 
or Sword. But leaping from his Seat, partly 
Threats, and more eſpecially by Promiſes, he pn 
vail'd ; fo the Battel began with great Reſoluti 
and Obſtinacy, theſe poor Men hacking and wou 
ing each other moſt miſerably, in hopes of Libe 
and Honour, and this continu'd the greateſt part 
the Day, till one Party overcame the other, au 
ended this cruel Paſtime, and chargeable Vanity, 
Claudius, in the Twelfth Year of his Reign reſt 
the Rhodians to their former Liberty upon their hu 
ble Repentance, and freed the Inhabitants of I 
from all Cuſtoms and Tributes, as being the Origin 
of the Roman Progenitors. Young Nero pleadedt 
Cauſes of both Cities, whoſe Mother Agrippina 
became more haughty and imperious than ever, 
that ſhe gain'd the Envy and Hatred of the EN 
ror's Favourites, and the Diſeſteem of Claudius hi 
ſelf, who, notwithſtanding his ſtrange Inſenſbili 
began to repent of his Marriage with her, an 
Adoption of her Son. Which Agrippina ſoon 
cover d by his unuſual Favours to Britannicu, 
by what he accidentally declar'd when he was 
ed with Wine, That be had ever been unfortunatt i 
Wives, but none of 'em had eſcap d unpuniſi dq. Wit 
upon Agrippina ſoon determin'd to progure her! 
band's Death by Poy ſon, but was very doubtful 
kind to uſe; a ſtrong Poyſon ſhe judg'd woud 
her Villany too apparent; and a flow one Mi 
give the Emperor opportunity of diſcovering ſoil 
of her Practices, as to prevent her Son's Succelll 
till at laſt ſhg reſoly'd upon ſome ſingular Pal 
nn: Py * 1 
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ich might diſtract his Senſes, and not too ſudden- 

end his Life. For this ſhe wanted not her Aſſi- 

nes, who infus d the Poy ſon into ſome Muſhrooms, 

in which Claudius lov'd beyond meaſure; but that 

ly making him mei ſuddenly ſent for Xe- 

on her Phyſician, who upon pretence of making 

Vomit, according to his uſnal Cuſtom, after his 

ttonous Debauches, thruſt a poyſon'd Feather sh poyſons 
wn his Throat, which ſhortly after ended his Life. Claudius. 
is was the untimely End of Claudius Ceſar, the 

ch Emperor of Rome, after a Reign of Thirteen 

ars, Eight Months, and Twenty Days, in the Sixty 

th Year of his Age; a Perſon moſt remarkable 

his Studies, having beſides his writing ſeveral Pie- 
added three Letters to the Latin Alphabet, which 
ntinu'd in uſe no longer than his Reign. The State 

d Greatneſs of the Roman Empire was not much 

pair d in this Reign; but the City and the Nobility 

re ſeverely oppreſs d, and barbarouſly treated; and 
exorbitant Vices of the Emperor juſtly brought 

on him his unnatural Death, and ſuch a Death as 

md proper to his unſatiable Gluttony, which in 

eat meaſure had ſtupify'd him, and made him 

it for Government. His Death happen'd in the 

7th Year of the City, 55 Years after the Birth of 
Saviour; and 22 after his Crucifixion, 


Ill. Thus all Things had contributed to the Ad- '4. D. 
cement of young Nero; and immediately after 55. 
Death of Claudius, Agrippina, as one overwhelm'd 
th the Violence and Extremity of Grief, held Bri- 
cus faſt between her Arms, calling him the dear 
ze of bis Father's Face, and by many Arcifices de- 
id him in the Chamber, doing the like to his Si- 
5 Antonia and Octavia, placing a ſtrong Guard at 
ry Door and Paſſage, and often publiſhing, that 
Emperor was ſtill in a hopeful Condition, till ſhe 
ud the moſt proper Time of the Day for the ef- 
| | feting 
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fecting her Deſigns. Then the Palace Gates w 
ſuddenly ſet open, and Nero accompanied with i 
bus, Prefect of the Prætorian Guards, went out tot 
Cohort then attending, who at the Commandi 
Burrhus, receivd him with loud Acclamations, th 
not without ſome Enquiries after Britannicus, u 

* carried him in a Charriot to the reſt of the Cohan 
ti There Nero having made a Speech proper for d 
My Time, and promiſed a Donative according to then 
—_— ample of former Emperors, he was ſaluted Emperdt 
Ji” rer. and ſhortly after, this Sentence was confirmed by 
Li. Decree of Senate; nor was there any great Sem 
WW made of it in the Provinces, Then to ſhewanext 
i ordinary Reſpect to the late Emperor, his Obſzqui 
were celebrated with as much Pomp and Solemni 
as thoſe of the Great Auguſtus, Agrippina imitatingt 
Magnificence of her Great Grandmother Livia:Tii 
Claudius was thus unreafonably honour'd by Agri 
and her Son, and even canoniz d among the God 
yet they refus'd to have his Will read publickly, 
cording to the ulual Cuſtom ; juſtly conceivingt 
his unnatural Carriage to his own Son Britami 
wou'd provoke the Indignation of the People. 
himſelf pronounc'd his Funeral Oration, and vi 
he ſpake of he Antiquity of bis Family, and the Conſul 
and Triumphs of bis Anceſtors, all were very attenti 
as likewiſe when he ſpake of his Lowe to the Liberal 
ences, and that during his Government the Commonut 
was not injur'd by Fereign Power: But when he del x 
ded to bis Prudence and Wiſdom, no Man cou d 
hold their Laughter ; tho' the Oration compes0! 
Seneca ſhew'd the exquiſite Skill of that Man's pt 
ſane Vein, finely accommodated to the Ears of i 
Time. But ſome Perſons made Reflexions of 11 
ferent kind, namely, That Nero was the firſt En 
of Rome that needed the Eloquence of another Men. 
Nero, tho but Seventeen Years of Age, began 
Reign with the general Joy and Satisfaction yr 
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ty, which conceiv'd great Hopes from his outward 


deavours to ſerve the Publick. For firſt, he pro- 
a to govern according to the wiſe Rules and In- 
"IMccions of Auguſtus, and began both in Words and 


ferring Favours, dividing large Sums of Money, 
ong the People and Prætorian Soldiers, and mode- 
ing the Impoſitions and Tributes of the Provinces ; 
| tothe Senators, who were poor, he aſſign'd Pen- 


y, as there ſeem'd no Reaſon to fear thoſe Miſe- 
that afterwards follow'd. He likewiſe ſhew'd 


ice and Puniſhments, that when a Warrant was 


at Concern he ſaid, Wou'd to Heaven that I knew 
bow to write ! which Words are much extoll'd by 
Maſter Seneca, The Senate giving him Thanks for 
Juſtneſs and Regularity of his Adminiſtration, 
reply'd with ſingular Modeſty, Pray defer your 
bi till I deſerve em. He entertain'd, in like man- 
all Men, with exceeding Civility and Friend- 
„ and in his Sports and Exerciſes he permitted 


tthe Romans ſuch a Prince as they defir'd ; and 
firſt five Years Government was ſo excellent in 
eral, that the Famous Emperor Trajan afterwards 
l, That for that Space all Governments came ſhort of his. 


e Conduct of Burrbus and Seneca; which two were 
young Emperor's Guides and Governors, in equal 
hority, and bearing equal Share in divers Facul- 


ners; Seneca in Precepts of Eloquence and Cour- 
s Demeanor ; afliſting each other in their Charge, 
more effectually to reſtrain the Imperfections of 


ic ſhou'd loſe its native Powerand Ay =" 
| : are 


ions to ſhew himſelf Juſt, Liberal, and Merciful; 


;, uſing all Men with ſuch Courteſie and Huma- 


h great Clemency and Pity in the execution of 


ght to him to ſign for a Condemn'd Perſon, with 


to be preſent ; ſo that it ſeem'd as if Heaven had 


a preat part of this is rather to be attributed to the 


; Burrbus in Military Diſcipline and Gravity of 
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uh with honeſt and lawful Diverſions, whenever 
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deſtroy d Silanus, Proconſul of Aa, and Nur 


mean enfranchis'd Woman, which rais' d great) 


De Roman Hiſtor)j. Boch. 
Care was equally employ'd alſo in curbing the fe 
and violent Temper of Agrippina, who boiling wi 
the Ambitious Deſires of Rule and Dominion, 


the former without the Empetot's Knowledge, y 
the latter without his Conſent. But her haughty g 
imperious Carriage began in no long time to alien 
the Affection of her Son, at leaſt fo far as to ah 
her Exorbitant Power and Authority; and to her} 
fhew'd his firſt Reſentments ; tho ſhe had given 
not only Birth, but Dominion alſo, for which ſhe 
facrific'd both her Conſcience and Honour, 

firſt Occafion was his falling in Love with 40 


louſie in Agrippina, who dreading the Extrarag 
Power of a Concubine, us'd all Methods to pren 
the Effects of his growing Paſſion ; but Nero, byt 
aſſiſtance of Otho and Claudius Phenicius, two Perl 
lately advanc'd in his Favour, found means to oba 
his beloved 4#e ; which open'd a Paſſage to m 
other remarkable Accidents that follow'd, when 
he manifeſted his Hatred and Diſobedience to 
Mother, who till now had a tranſcendent Po! 
over him, as well as others. N 
Agrippina finding the Diſpoſition of her Son, 
tempted by all poſſible Methods to recover his! 
vour, ſometimes by Authoritative Counſels and 
ſtructions; and other times by Servile Entreaties 
Flatteries ; till Nero ſhortly after diſplacing her d 
Favourite Pallas, ſhe fell into the extreameſt K 
imaginable ; and the more to terrifie him, told! 
That Britannicus, a true and worthy Prince, was mw 
Condition to receive bis Father's Empire, which at ft 
was poſſeſs'd by an Impoſtor ; threatning to go to 
Camp, and lay open all the Villanous Pradics 
her unfortunate Family, invoking likewiſe alltns 
fernal Furies to her Aſſiſtance. Theſe furious Mt 
ces put Nero in great fear of a Competitor, if n 
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ofs of his Empire; and to free himſelf from all Jea- 

uſies, he appointed a Poyſon for Britannicas, which 

25 given him with the greateſt ſecrecy, but had not 

intended Effect. Whereupon Nero had recourſe | 

a ſecond Potion much ſtranger than the former; 

hich was dexterouſly adminiſter'd to this young 

tince in a Publick Banquet, and ſo ſuddenly ſpread pricannts 

rough his Veins, that at once his Speech and Spi- cus poj- 

ts forſook him. The Spectators were all amaz'd; — by 

d Agrippina and Octavia in a great Fright and Con- Nero. 

on; but Nero leaning unconcern dly upon the 

able, aſſuring the Company, That it was uſual for 

to be ſeiz, d with ſuch Epileptick. Fita, ſothey need not 

it bis Recovery; the reſt, for different Ends and 

poſes, diſſembl d their Griefs, compos d their 

untenances, and after ſome Silence the Mirth of 

e Banquet began again. Britannicus was privately 

yd that ſame Night, his mean Funeral being 

eidded before; but Agrippina, tho almoſt in a de- 

ing Condition, ſtill contended; with her Son, 
tertaining the Tribunes and Centurions with all 

urteſy, and honouring the Names and: Vertues of 

Nobility in Town, as tho' ſhe had ſought for a 

ad to raiſe a Faction. Whereupon Nero laying 

call Honour and Reſpect, commanded her Guard 

bermans to be taken from her, and her ſelf to be 

od out of the Palace, forbidding particular Per- 

to viſit her; and he himſelf went very rarely to 

ter, and then with great Coldneſs and ſmall E- 

m ſhewn to her, either in reſpec of Nature or 

ality. And being thus in Diſgrace, as it is uſual 

uch Misfortunes, moſt of her Friends abandbn d 

; and ſhortly. after Julia Silana, Wife to the fa- 

W Silius, falſly accus d her of conſpiring againſt 

don, and that ſhe was about marry ing to Rubellius 

hut, 4 Perſon deſcended from Auguſtut by his 

der, and making him Emperor. This braught 

Mina into great Dan ger, till the Accuſation _y 

WT 
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baniſti d: Which ſlight Puniſhment gave encoumg 


in their Preſence : fo Nero's Favourites endeavou 
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diſcover'd to be all Forgery and Falſhood, and Juli 


ment to a mercenary Fellow, call'd Petus, to accuk 
Pallas and Burrbus of endeavouring to depoſe N. 
and to ſet up Cornelius Sylla for Emperor; but his 
cuſations appearing to have no Foundation, he ani 
his Accomplices were baniſh'd. All this paſs d in d 
1. cond Year of Nero's Reign; in the latter end- 
which Near, or two ears after, St. Paul was broug 
Priſoner to Rome, by the Command of FH, G 
vernor of Fudæa, who ſucceeded Fælix, Brother 
Pallas, who had been ſent thither by Claudius,” 

As Nero increas d in Years, ſo his Vices and Exi 

vagancies became more conſpicuous ; and nowd 
veſting himſelf of his Majeſty and Quality, heft 
quently ran about the City by Night, diſguis d ini 
Habit of a Slave, entring Taverns and Infamo 
Houſes, with ſome lewd Companions, hurting Pe 
ſons, and commirting many Inſolencies in the Stred 
ſometimes to the danger of his own Life. And ast 
Vices and Follies of Princes, tho' condemn d in tis 
Abſence, are generally excus'd, and often applaud 


not to withdraw him from theſe Extravagancies, 
only advis d him to take care of his Perſon, and! 
to go without a Guard; by which means they ue 
the occaſion of far greater Riots and Diſorders ti 
before: And from theſe Practices of the Empen 
great numbers of profligate young Perſons took 
caſion to do the like; ſo that infinite Violences V6 
committed by him and them, which rais d no f 
Turſtults and Diſturbances in the City; cho in ol 
Matters good Order was ſtill obſery'd, and Ju 
regularly adminiſter'd; and the People borethe M 
Chiefs and Levities of the young Emperor with 85 
ter Patience, by reaſon of his bountiful-Diſtribut 
of Money, and his aboliſhing certain Taxes and! 
poſitions. The Provinces were alſo kept in w 
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eder, and at preſent there was no Action or Wars 
rr in the Eaſt againſt the Partbiant, who having ex- 
e eird Rbadamiſtus out of Armenia, whom Claudi had 
acd over that Kingdom, they invaded Armenia 
ith great Vigour. Domitius Corbulo, a worthy Com- 
ander, was thereupon ſent for the Security of that 
duntry, who for two or three Years perform'd no- 


84 
> and 
n thi 


nd ing memorable, by reaſon of the Parthians pro- 
ou: ting and deferring the War. But afterwards 7j- 
e, Brother to Vologeſus King of Parthin, reſol- 
her ng co endeavour for that Crown, and the Armeni- 


being inclinable to receive him, Corbulo immedi- 
ely enter d upon Action, took ſeveral Forts, and in- 
ted Artaxata, the Metropolis of the Country; and 
0 the Inhabitants open'd the Gates to him, and 
that means ſav'd their own Lives, yet they cou'd 
t fave the City, which being not tenable, was 
mat and demoliſh'd. Upon this Succeſs Nero was 
Streeiuted Imperator,Statues and Triumphal Arches erect- 
d asg and Proceflions made, with ſeveral other Honours 
in tary d from the extravagant Flatteries of the Senate; 
plau0gtiat C. Caſſius, one of the Fathers, ſpeaking of the 
eavouroceſſions, ſaid, That if they wou'd give the Gods 
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cies, Mots for ſo many Favours of Fortune, the whole Year 
and d not be ſufficient for the Proceſſions. 


o now in the fifth Year of his Reign, aban- 
d himſelf to Senſuality without diſtinction; 
Ing in Love with Poppæa Sabina, Wife to his 
at Favourite Orho, wank Emperor, a Lady 
great Beauty and Endowments, but of no Re- 
on nor Chaſtity ; and that he might enjoy 
without any Obſtacle, he ſent her Husband in- 
pan, to be Governor of Luſitania, and yielded 
lelf wholly to Poppæa's Charms, forgetting and 
orning his own Wife Octavia, and likewiſe his 
refs Ate. Whereupon Poppæa became ſo ele- 
d with the infamous Favours ſhe receiv'd, that 
nlolently urg'd che Emperor to divorce Octavia, 
K 2 and 


ineffectual alſo, ſhe her ſelf eſcaping, when ſever 


Aguippi- ſhewing em her Belly, cry'd, Strike me bere; fo 


na nur - 
der d by 
Nero's 
Order. 


Seneca, tho ſome Authors do not clear him of the fad 


Wickedneſs, he reſolv'd upon his Mother's Deal 
beginning with Poyſons, which three times pro 


the Wounds ſhe. receiv'd : And that Nero came 
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and marry her, reproaching him as a Pupil, who 
only wanted Command and Authority, but alſo Liber), i 
cenſing him likewiſe againſt his Mother, who vg 
rouſly ſupported O#avia's Intereſt ; and among och 
Methods to regain her Son's Favour, when he w 


heated with Wine, ſhe offer'd the deteſtable Uſe 
her Body to him ; from which he was diverted} 


However, by means of Pope's Practices, and hisom 


ineffectual, by reaſon of her Antidotes and Preſen 
tives. After which, he invented a Ship fo artifici 
contriv'd, as it ſhou'd ſuddenly ſplit in two, andi 
her periſh in the Water; then diſſembling a Reca 
ciliation, he caus'd her to ſail to the Coaſts of ( 
bria, under colour of ſome publick Solemnities 
which he himſelf was aſſiſtant. Nero finding thisPl 
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her Company periſh'd, now reſolv d to put he fat 
Death openly ; and for that Reaſon he caus'd a HR. 
port to be ſpread, That ſhe had conſpir d againſt bu Ul! to 


and a Poynard was dropt at his Feet by one uhog ver 
tended a Command from Agrippina to diſpatch d 
Under which falſe Pretext, he commanded cem to b 
Tribunes to murder her, who upon their unſhea 
ing their Swords, Authors write, That Agri 


Part has deſerv'd it, ſince it bas conceiv d and broug't lM at 
ſuch a Monſter as Nero, and immediately expir d 


mediately after to view his Dead Mother, and il 
gazing upon her naked Body, as if it had been that 
Beaſt; praiſing and diſpraiſing her ſeveral Pa, ffn 
Members, according to his Judgment, adding WH | In 
That he did not think ſhe had been ſo beautiful. Thisbe, n 
the ſatal End of Agrippina, a Woman who by bean. 
travagant Pride and Ambition, and by a nur it is 
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Train of deteſtable Vices and Villanies, had drawn 
Nis ſtrange Puniſhment upon her ſelf, which was 
he greater Judgment, as proceeding from the im- 
ous Hands of her own Son; the Horror of which 
ad, became a Scourge to his Mind, he often con- 
ſe Heling, That be was fre uently diſturb d by the Appre- 
enfiens of bis Mother's Ghoſt, and tormented by the In- 
nal Furies. | N 
Nero the next Day vindicated this Act before the 
enate, laying many heavy Crimes to his Mother's 
harge ; and the Fathers not only excus'd, but al- 
applauded the Deed ; nay, to ſuch a ſordidneſs 
Spirit, were the Senate and People degenerated, 
xt when he enter'd the City that Day, they met 
im with as much Pomp and Solemnity, as if he 
ad return d from ſome great Victory, many Vows 
dSacrifices being made for che Emperor's eſcaping 
bis great a Treaſon. Hereupon he grew exceflive 
veral8oud, as Lord over ſo many Slaves, and ſeeing him- 
t her! at Liberty, and free from any Reſtraint, he gave 
dae Reins to his bruital Appetite, abandoning him- 
bs 8! to all kinds of Extravagancies and Vices, ſuch 
vbo p vere never practis'd by a Prince, or ſcarce con- 

id by a Man. He now debas'd himſelf ſo much, 
to become a Stage-Player, learning that Art, and 
quently acting a Part before the whole City: 
d in this he had fo high an Opinion of himſelf, 
; t he generally procur'd great Numbers of Noble- 
An and young Ladies to be preſent when ever 
rd vil 21ay'd his Part. But Singing was his principal De- 
ame t and Excellency, and he was fo careful of his 
nd ce, that he many times refus'd to eat, leſt it ſnonld 
that ere any Damage; and he often purg'd himſelf,” 
arts made uſe of ſuch Potions as were uſual for the 
g wil" dingers in thoſe times. While he ſung upon the 
The ee, no Man was permitted to depart the Theater 
het n any Occaſion, tho' never fo urgent; infomuch 
Ju Ft written, that Women were deliver'd there, 
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and ſeveral Perſons ſo weary d with the Tediouſas 
and Flattery of the Applauſes, that they either leap 
privately over the Wall, or elſe fell down, diſſe 
bling themſelves dead, that they might be carry 
out as to their Burials. He uſually plac'd Soldiemi 
ſeveral Parts of the Theater, to obſerve the wn 
Looks and Geſtures of the SpeRators, and to maki 
Report of them, which very often prov'd to thy 
Ruin of many. It is ſcarce credible with what er 
ceſſive Fear and Anxiety, with what eager Emulgi 
on of his Fellow-Players, and with what direful Aj 
prehenſion of the Judges, he contended for the Pi 
zes of the Stage: And he was ſo mean and pon 
ſpirited, that he moſt nicely obſerv'd, and curiouſ 
pry 'd into every ſmall Thing relating to his Com 
titors. Finally, this Emperor forgetting the gre 
Dignity and Majeſty of his State, fell into all bi 
and vile Exerciſes, and all imaginable Pollution 
filthy and abominable, as ought not to be mention 
by Chriſtians ; which afterwards brought him to d 
very Sink of all Impiety and Cruelty. And as Sit 
jects generally imitate the Faſhions and Behavidi 
of their Prince, ſo the Romans, who had been tt 
much cotrupted before by a long Security, and 
Princes, now more openly follow'd the Vices 4 
Extravagancies of the Emperor; fo that the ve 
Laws and Cuſtoms, and Arts and Sciences, began 
be ccrrupted and forgotten; many of which Vid 
are ingeniouſly expos'd by Perſas the famous, i 
obſcure Satyriſt, who flouriſh'd in this Reign, 

In the ſeventh Year of Nero's Reign, the Ia 
rections of the Britains caus'd Seuetonius Paulin 
be ſent into thoſe Parts, who firſt invaded the l 
Mona, now Angleſey, peopled with ſtrong Inhabitanl 
and the Receptacle of all Fugitives ; where he 
receiv d withnumerous Multitudes on the Shore, 
Women running with their Hair disſhevell d,? 


Fire-Brands in their Hands like Furies of oY 
ud 


* 
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Drvides, whoſe ancient Seats were in this Iſiand, alſo | 
ouring out moſt dreadful Execrations. Theſe at 
| diſcourag d the Romans, but being animated by 
heir General, they ſoon broke through, diffipated 
his Furious Company, and deſtroy d their Superſtiti. 
us Woods and Groves, a Garriſon being plac'd in 
hat Iſland. During Suetoniuss ſtay in this Iſland, Pra- 
agus King of the Iceni, provok'd by the Cruelty of 
he Reman Centurions and Slaves, who ſcourg'd his 
ife Boadicia, deflowr'd his Daughters, and ruin'd 
is Subjects, took up Arms, and caus'd a general Re- 
olt of the Britains, who in a ſhort time drove out 
i the Governor; and purſuing their Advanta- 
es, they us d ſo much Diligence, that in a fews Days 
hey ſlew 70000 Romans in ſeveral Places. The News 
this great Diſaſter haſtnened the March of Suetonius, 
ho having an Army of 10000 well diſciplin'd Men, 
eſolv d to hazard a Battel with all Expedition, at 
buſing an advantageous Poſt, waited the coming 
lown ofthe Enemy, which was ſhortly after, under the 
ndu of Queen Boadicia her ſelf. She with hertwo 
Daughters in her Chariot, rode about to the Compa- 
ies, telling em, Tbat it bad been uſual before for the Bri- 
ans to fight under the Conduct of Women, but ſhe was now 

a different Capacity than her Anceſtors, being not to fight 
r a Kingdom, 59 as one of the inferior ſort to revenge her 
Liberty, her own diſhonourable Stripes, and the violated 
ſity of her Daughters. That the Luſts of the Romans 
re now become ſo exorbitant, that they left no Virgin un- 
d. Therefore ſhe her ſelf was reſolv'd to obtain Victory 
Death, as (he was a Woman; but the Men, if they 
es d, might chuſe Life and Slavery. Suetonius on the 
ter ide, encourag'd his Men not to be diſheartned 
t the Enemies Numbers, and advancing with great 
mvery, ſoon overthrew the diſorderly Troops of the 
mans, who wanted not the Courage but Diſciplines 
renowned Soldiers. Some write that not leſs than 
odo of the Britains were ſlain, and the more by rea- 
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ſon of the Difficulty of their Flight, which was hin 
der'd by the great Numbers of Waggons plac d abou 
the Army, where their Wives were ſeated inexped 
tation of Victory. Boadicia reſolving not to-outlin 
this fatal Defeat, poyſon'd her ſelf: and this remar 
kable Victory, together with the New Supplies ſent 
ſhortly after into theſe Parts, brought the Britain 
to a Peace in a little Time. = 
Nero the mean time proceeded in his Enormitie 
and Cruelties, the Cares of Burrbus and Seneca 10 
thing availing ; and in the ninth Year of his Reign 
the former dy'd, not without Suſpicion of Poyſonby 
Nero's Order, which ſo weaken'd the Intereſt and Au 
thority of the other, that ſeeing himſelf deſpis d, be 
defir'd Permiſſion of the Emperor to withdraw him 
ſelf, likewiſe offering to deliver up his large Eſtat 
which had created him ſo much Envy; but Ne 
having learnt and practis d the Art of Diflimularion, 
under Colour of Reſpect, deny'd his Petition; and 
neca from that time alter'd his Courſe of Life, admits 
ted of few Viſits, and always appear'd with a ſmal 
Retinue. He now unjuſtly put many eminent Perſon 
to Death, among the reſt Rabellius Plautus, and Pala 
the former for being of the Julian Family, and the 
latter for being rich,aCrime for which many ſuffer d 
Neromar. then proceeding in his Cruelties, he divorc'd and be 
ries Pop- niſh'd his Wife OZavia, upon the Account of Poppey 
pza, and whom he now marry'd ; and when the People mus 
= Octa· mur'd at this Injury, he afcerwards caus'd her tobe 
3 put to Death. All which time the Wars in Armani the 
were continu'd againſt the Parthians, Corbulo having ck, 
after many Succeſſes diſpoſſeſs d Tiridates, and ſetie 
Tigranes in Armenia; which caus'd Volugeſus, King d 
Part bia, to invade Armenia with a powerful Army, en 
deavouring to re-eſtabliſh his Brother Tiridates,whidl 
he effected in a few Months. But upon the Reinforce 
ments of Corbulo, and another Invaſion of Armii 
the Partbians were brought to 4 Treaty, wherein 
* 


4 
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agreed, That Tiridates laying down bis Croum at 
o ert of Nero's Statue, ſhow'd not receive it without bis 
a WM. But Nero being deſirous of vain Glory, and 
line&locious Spectacle, by Letters and great Promiſes, 
narWhiced Tiridates to come to Rome; which he ſhortly 
ſen er perform'd, being nobly accompany'd, and ho- 
rain Nurably entertain d. Nero attended his coming with 

WS! Magnificent Preparations, accompany'd with 
ith whole Senate and People, and ſeated in a ſtately 
0 rone, with all the imaginable Pomp of Majeſty 
jon WW Grandeur, and almoſt ſurrounded wich Military 
h gas and Banners, the Prætorian Cohorts ſtanding 
| Ao by in their rich and bright Armour. Tiridates al- 
d, e ded the Scaffold where: Nero ſat with great For- 
hin-Wlicy, and approaching the Emperor, he fell at his 
ſtate et, who taking him by the Right Hand, rais'd him, 


Nel plac'd a Crown upon his Head,uſing many Words 
ion Pompous Ceremonies. Tiridates being crown'd 


LE 
dmit- 
{mall 
erſons 
Pala 


h this Solemnity, after, many ſumptuous Feaſts 
de him in Rome, and many Honours ſhewn him, 
arted for his awn Country, carrying with him 


incredible Maſs of Money, which the Emperor 
e him for his Journey. Nero was alſo ſaluted In- Janus“: 


nd te, and having caus d a Crown of Laurel to be Temple ſhut 
fer dd into the Capitol, he ſhut upthe Temple of 8 
nd b, according to Suetonius, in token of an univer- 4. » 

L 2 - . 
peace, which had been open about 64 Years. 64. 


> mur{Wiortly after the departure of Tiridates, Nero took 
r to be 
ment 
aving 
ſettle 


wrney into Greece, reporting that he deſign'd to 
the Iſthmus of Pe/openneſus ; and tho he began that 
k, yet his chief Intention was aa ing of Plays, 
ich he did in all the Theatres where he came) 
ng, and running of Chariot-Races, Running in 
0mpick Games; tho' he fell from his Chariot, 
Was notwithſtanding rewarded with a Crown as 
dor; after which he return'd to Rome, entring in 
umph in the Chariot of Auguſtus, ſurrounded with 


icians and Players, brought from all Parts of the 
World. 


Nero ſe: 
Rome on 


fire. 
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band to a Boy call'd Sporw, from whom he took 


mours, but hated him according to his: And when 
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World. In the following Year he fell inta more m 
digious Impieties than ever, and into unheardofÞy 
lutions; and as nothing is ſo monſtrous as Luſt whe 
it is unconfin'd, fo it brought Nero into the moſt q 
travagant Follies, and unnatural Inconſiſtencits th 
ever any Monſter conceiv'd. Having attir d him 
in the Habit of a Woman, and cover'd witha 
low Veil like a Bride, he was wedded to one of 
abominable Crew call'd Pythagoras, and again to 
Freed-man Doriphorus ; after which he became a H 


much of the Male as was poſſible, adorning him wi 
the Ornaments of an Empreſs, and accompami 
him in all publick Places: Which occaſion d ſe 

to obſerve, That the World had been happy, bad tbe 
peror's Father been marry'd only to ſuch a Spouſe. His u 
bounded Luſt, and exorbitant Luxury daily incres 
the Rage of his fierce and cruel Mind, ſo that he & 
ſtroy'd ſuch numbers of People, that he rather g 
pear'd a Devil incarnate, than a Man; likewile boal 
ing of his Actions, and ſaying, That none of his pu 
ceſſors knew their own Power. He ſo little dilſembli 
his Hatred tothe Senate, that he frequently intimatt 
That he deſign'd to deſtroy that Order, and to 
the Government of the Provinces and Armies il 
the Hands of the Equitesand his Freed-Men. He li 
wiſe often ſaid, That he bad rather be hated,thanbeln 


becauſe the People low d bim according to their own 


in his Preſence ſaid as a Proverb, ben Iam dead il 
World be burnt * Nay, teply'd he, let it be while Ian 
live. And not long after this he caus'd Rome to be 
on fire in ſeveral Places, getting himſelf upon f 
Tower, beholding the miſerable Deſolation with 
finite Joy and Satisfaction, and in a Player'sHabitf 
ing, The Deſeruct ion of Troy. The Fire continu dab 
ſix Days, conſuming innumerable Rows of fat 


and glorious Buildings, and Riches, Goods = . 
: 4 C . 


u andiſe of an ineſtimable Value, there being but 
ar Parts of the fourteen remaining. And Nero to 
elke his Wickedneſs more compleat, out of Hatred 

the Chriſtians, which were then very numerous in 

e City, accus d them of this Fact, and rais d the firſt 

neral Perſecution, putting great numbers of em Ib f-f 
Death, treating them with all imaginable Scorn fe - Ws 
| Cruelty, cauſing ſome to be cover'd with Skins „„ 
wild Beaſts, and to be devour'd by Dogs; others 4. D. 
be crucify d, and others to be burnt alive, and inthe 65. 
ght to give Light to Paſſengers, as Tacitus aſſures 

He ſer apart his Gardens for this Spectacle, join- 

g to them the Diverſions of the Cirque, and ap- 
ardpublickly in the Habit of a Charioteer ſitting 

his Chariot. This Perſecution began in the eleventh 

ear of Nero's Reign, and 32 after our Saviour's Cru- 

ion; in Which Perſecution, beſides St. Paul, who 

45 beheaded, St. Peter alſo was crown'd with Mar- 

rdom, being crucify'd, as it is written, with his 

ead downwards, whichDeath he choſe as more diſ- 
Mourable than that of his Lord and Maſter. 

I Nero, after his burning the City, as tho he deſir'd 

free himſelf from that Scandal, took great care 
re-edifie it, eſpecially his own Palace, Which was 

ne with far greater Magnificence than formerly: 

now reach'd from Mount Palatine to Mount E. 

line, the Entrance ſpacious enough to receive a 

doſſus of this Emperor, a hundred and twenty Foot 

z; the Galleries conſiſted of three Rows of ſtately 

lars a ſull Mile in length; and within were large 

nds, curious Gardens and Orchards, and pleaſant 

Ils and Groves, furniſh'd wich all ſorts of wild 

als. The Halls and Dining-Rooms, beſides their 

ing built of Marble, Alabaſter.Jaſper,Topazes, and 

der excellent Stones, had the Timber-Works and 

lings richly inlaid with Gold and Ivory, and glo- 

ſly adorn'd with Precious Stones, and Mother 


Pearl, Some of which Rooms were beautifully 
arch'd 
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arch'd like the Firmament, the Roofs being mo ns 
able, having Spouts and Jetd eau's of Gold and h 
which frequently caſt out ſweet Waters, and o 
precious Oyls: And now he acknowledg'd, De! 
laſt be began to dwell like a Man. I need not deſceni iB 
further Particulars,it being ſufficient to obſerve, M th 
this Emperor's Structures were magnificent to aH ier 
racle, and his Prodigalities boundleſs to Madnef 
and ſcarcely fo much in his Buildings as in moſtothy 
Things, wherein his Exceſs was incredible. He big 
8 the Management of his Uncle Caliguls,f 
pending in ſo ſhort a time ſuch vaſt Sums as had beg 
hoarded up by Tiberius; and whenever he went 
& fiſhing, his Nets were of Gold-Thread, and d 
Cords of the fineſt Silk. In his Journeys and Pr 
greſſes, which were very frequent, beſides an infini 
Number of Followers and Attendants, he never h; 
leſs than a Thouſand Waggons, for his Wardrob 
drawn with Mules richly adorn'd and ſhod with & 
ver, and the Leaders of em gloriouſly- attird i 
Cloth of Gold, Silver, and Silk. Suetonius tells 1 
That he made a moſt Princely Funeral for his Mon 
key, on which he beſtow'd the whole Eſtate of at 
ry rich Uſurer call'd Pazeros. His Donatives to i 
People were ſtill more extravagant; for wheres 
ther Emperors were wont to throw ſet Quantiti 
of Money and Things of ſmall Value among the be 
ple, call'd Miſſilia, being deſign d for them who coil 
firſt catch em, this Emperor brought out vaſt Qua 
tities of rich Apparel, Gold, Silver, and Precio 
Stones; and for Things which could not be thros 
abroad in their kind, he caus'd certain Tickets to 
caſt among the People, each containing what 
Perſon ſhou'd have into whoſe Hands it came, 
Wheat, Herds, Slaves, Oc. extending ſo far as w 
Heritages, Fields, Houſes, Iſlands, and Things ole 
traordinary Value. All which immenſe Paodigalit 


caus'd him to uſe intolerable Extortions and Exa6 
; | ol 


«in all the Provinces; which were ſuch, as ma- 

y Places were diſpeopled and became ,deſolate ; 

o. his profuſe Gifts in a great meaſure preſery'd 

e Love of the Commons of Rome. F 

But as this Emperor's Actions were inſupportable 4. D. 

the generality of his Subjects, the following Year 66. 

ter the Burning of Rome, many of the Principal 

oblemen of Rome form'd a Conſpiracy againſt him, 

the Head of which was Caius Piſa, a Perſon of 

hom Tacitus gives an excellent Character, and ac- 

ding to his Name the Plot was call'd Piſoniana. But 

ing at the very Point of Execution, this was diſco- 

erd before it took effect, and in ſtead of the happy 

onſequences that were expected by ſome, it open'd 

Paſſage to new Miſchiefs and Cruelties : For upon 

is Occaſion Nero put great Numbers to Death ofall 

anks, Noble and Ignoble, Guilty and Innocent ; 

mong which Numbers dy d the great Poet Lucan, a The Drath 
n of extraordinary Flame and Spirit, tho' not of 9 Lucan. 

great Judgment, who hated Nero for his forbidding + 

im to publiſh his Verſes, vainly comparing his own 

them. Seneca was likewiſe condemn'd, not being 

vided of any Treaſon, tho' accus'd by one Nata- 

„to compliment Nero, as was believ'd, the Emperor 

wing an earneſt deſire to diſpatch him, as appear'd 

om his former Attempts by Poyſon, tho' he had 

'orn to Seneca, Rather to loſe bis own Life, than to burt 

n. Seneca being commanded to die, chearfully un- 

eookit, deſiring only to diſpoſe of ſome Legacies; 

ich being reſus d, he told his Friends, That ſince he 

been hindred from giving them what they had merited, 

left them the Example of bis Life, the Memory and Imi- 

lin of 20hich wou'd gain them Immortal Honour among 

god Men. He was oblig'd to ſeek for Death ſeveral 

ys; for he had ſo macerated himſelf with Abſti- 

ence, that he cou'd not bleed, and Poyſon wou'd 25, nah 

We no Operation upon him; but at length entring of Seneca. 
bath, he was ſtiff d wich the Fumes, having accor- 


ding 
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ding to his uſual Elegancy, diſcours d even tot 
laſt, of many excellent Things, which being tab 
from his Mouth, were afterwards publiſt'd. Sy 
was the Death of this great Philoſopher Seneca, i 
cording to Tacitus, who gives him a far better Cj 
racer than Dion Caſſius, and if the Account whieht 
latter gives of him may be credited, we may try 
{ay that his Death was a juſt Judgment upon hin 
for living ſo contrary to his Writings and Principla 

and for educating his Pupil no better. Not longaft 
Seneca, follow'd C. Petronius, the moſt polite, thi 
not the chaſteſt of the Roman Writers; a Perſon wh 
had been a great Aſſiſtant to Nero in his unlawk 
Pleaſures, and one famous for his exquiſite Art 
And of Pe. heightning and refining avoluptnous Life. HisDeat 
tronius. was the moſt remarkable in the World, and moſt 
ſembling the whole Courſe of his Life, in which 
proceeded with the leaſt imaginable Concern, opa 
ing his Veins, and cloſing em as he thought fit, d 
courſing with his Friends, not of ſerious Matten, 
of the Immortality of the Soul, but of light and ple 
ſant Things, all the time attending to ſoſt Verls 
and delicate Love-Songs. So that his Death, tho cat 
ftrain'd, ſeem'd caſual, no Circumſtance markingi 

| leaſt Perplexity of a dying Perſon ; and in hin 
might be truly ſaid, That to die is to ceaſe living. 
ſides there dy d the Empreſs Poppæa her ſelf, who 
ing with Child and indiſpos'd, Nero Kill'd her by 
Kick with his Foot, for upbraiding him as he 
eurn'd late from driving his Chariot in publick. 
In the Twelfth Year of Nero's Reign, the Je 
fell into a deſperate Rebellion, having been fever 
oppreſs d by the Roman Deputies and Governon 
eſpecially by Florus, who was arriv'd to that D 
gree of Tyranny, as by a publick Crier to give N 
miſſion to Rob and Steal through the whole Coll 
try, on Condition that he might have part off 
Booty. It was manifeſt that the terrible Vengea"\ 
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Heaven was now fallen upon this miſerable Na - | 
, having ſo obſtinately blinded themſelves a- 
at the undeniable Miracles of our Saviour, and 
i his innocent Blood, which they ſolemnly im- 
cated upon themſelves. and their whole Race, 
brought upon em the moſt calamitous Misfor- 
hes, and the extremeſt Miſeries that ever any Peo- 
ſuffer'd ſince the Creation of the World. For 
h intolerable Robberies and Devaſtations, and 
h barbarous Murders and Maſſacres were com- 
ted in all Parts; ſuch implacable Diviſions and 
tions, and ſuch amazing Deluſions by falſe Pro- 
s prevail'd among em, as after a wonderful 
nner ſubverted the whole State, drew upon em 
utmoſt Malice of their Enemies, and apparent- 
demonſtrated the higheſt Diſpleaſure of Almighty 
d. Notwithſtanding theſe Miſeries among them- 
res, and the Maſſacre of 200000 Fews in one 
V and 50009 in another, they prevail'd ſo much 


ie, dl 


ten, inſt Ce/tius Gallus, Governor of Syria, who was 
pie againſt em, as to expell him Judæa. Nero now 
VerlWnted his General Corbulo, whom he had lately put 
0 conf8Dcath, and deliberating whom to ſend thither, 
ingüeagth deſign'd- Veſpaſian, as the only Perſon ca- 
him le of ſuch a Charge, tho' he had not long be- 
g. ordad him his Preſence, upon the Account of 


ho bly Drowſimels or Indifferency in the Theatre when 

er by added and ſung upon the Stage; but now want- 

; he bis Service, and not fearing him by reaſon of 

ick. WE Meanneſs of his Birth and Name, inveſted him 

2 i this Office. Veſpaſtan uſing all poſlible Expedi- veſpaſi- 

oF", gather'd a mighty Army from e/£gypr and Sy- an': Expe- 

and together with his Son Titus firſt invaded 4ition «- 
Province of Galilee, and in a ſhort time ſtorm'd /f 1b 

2, deſtroying the Town, and putting the Fews Ow. 

the Sword, Then advancing to Fotapata, he 

that Place by Storm, after a cloſe diege of For- 

Days, being bravely defended by Jeſenbas the fa- 

mous 
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| mous Hiſtorian, who has given us a large Accy 
of this remarkable Siege, and all theſe Wars; andi 

us, that in the Siege alone 40000 Fews periſh'd 1 
ſephus was here taken Priſoner. and order d to bel 
to Nero; but deſiring to ſpeak with YVeſpaſian, faj 

told him, That he ſhou'd free him from bis Captiviy, 
ſhou'd firſt be Emperor himſelf. After ſome Ref 
ment of the Legions, Veſpaſian advanc'd to Iberia y 
Tarichæa, of which the — yielded, and was fh 
red at the Requeſt of Agrippa, but the latter was 
ken by force, and deſtroy' d, where great Numbe 
periſn d, beſides 30000 which were ſold. After it 
he proceeded with extraordinary Valour and Cy 
duct againſt Gamala, and Giſcala, with the Hill 
burium, all which were taken with terrible Slang 
ters of the Je; and all Galilee being pow redut| 
Veſpaſian and Titus return'd to Cæſares. 

During the time of theſe great Actions, the i 

bred Diſtempers of the Roman Empire, which | 
been contracted by the notorious Miſmanageme 
of four ſucceeding Princes, began to break out u 
The rt diſcover themſelves in their furious Effects. I 
great Re Romans had, with great Patience and Courage, bo 
— — the Calamities proceeding from the fatal Diſſin 
Empire, tion of Tiberius, the monitrous Brutality of Caly 
and the dangerous Stupidity of Claudius; but ii 
raging Fury of Nero having exhauſted all humi 
Patience, there was a general Revolution in M 
Minds, and as general a Reſolution in all theit Ad 
ons. This appear'd firſt in Gaul, by means of Ju 
Vindex, one of that Nation, but of the Senatoriam I 
gree, who commanded the Legions there, and pl 
lickly proteſted againſt the Actions and Governme 
of Nero; which he did with ſo little fear of his 0 
Life, that when it was told him, That Nane 
his Head at ten Millions of Seſterces, he made ann 
Whoever brings Nero's Head to me, | ſhall bave mt 
exchange, But, to ſhew that he had no-ambitious 


) 
. 
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sa of Sovereignty himſelf, he proclaim'd Sergiu, 
h Emperor, a Perſon eminent for his Illuſtrious 
amily, with the ſeveral Charges and Dignities he 
ad worthily executed; who being now Governor 
f Part of Spain, to ſecure himſelf from Nero, had gi- 
n himſelf co an unactive And obſcure kind of Life. 
alex wrote ſeveral Letters to him in Spain, earneſt- 
perſwading him to declare himſelf in favour of Man- 
1d, againſt ſuch a Monſter as Nero; which was very 
ceptable to him, tho he durſt not proceed but with 
eat Caution, till he fully diſcover'd the Readineſs 
his Soldiers, and the Inhabitants of his Province. 
herefore on a Day appointed for Enfranchiſing of 
wes, having his Army, and all the Country about 
n, he ſpoke to em after this manner: My. Fellow« 
diert and Friends, we are aſſembl d to beſtow upon o- 
rs the great Benefit of Liberty and Freedom; a Benefit 
which We our ſelves have had but ſmall Enjoyment, tho 
lnging to us by all the Rights of Nature and Fortune. It 
eves me to ſay, but it binders not every Man from ſee- 
p, that no Slave under the ſevereſt Maſter, ever endur d 
ur of barder Service than we bave ſo many under 
ero. What kind of Exact ion has he not us d, to ſu ply 
th Extortion what he has ſpent with Shame ? What kind 
Cruelty has he not practis d? Has be not wallow'd in the 
od of bis Father, his Brother, his Mother, his Wife, his 
Her, and all who are valiant or virtuous in the Senate, 
ly, or Provinces, without any Diſtinction of Age or Sex? 
which cry for Vengeance upon ſuch a Prince: A Prince! 
, an Incendiary, a Singer, a Fidler, a Player, à Carter, 
her, no Prince, nay, no Man, baving @ Man to his 
wnd, and a Man to bis Wife, but a Monſter of Man- 
4; againſt whom what Vindex in Gaul bas already 
fed, I well know, and I am moſt ſarry to bear. The 
ue Courſe of my former Life bas been far remov d from 
Witious and aſpiring Deſigns ; and I cou'd heartily wiſh, 
the ſmall Remainder of my Days were ſpent in more 
ſt; but ſince, by what 3 I know not, 155 

aVe 


I Em. em, but as The Speech was not finiſh'd, why 
— by the the Soldiers and People with one common Voice 


Soldiers in terrupting him. ſaluted him Emperor. Galba con 


Spain. 


good of my Country, not as Emperor or Auguſtus, wii 


. ſacred Names ] adore at a Diſtance, not daring to appnud 
' Galba de- 
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bave impos'd upon me a Part which 1 never deſign d i a, 


and leaſt of all at this Age, I will not refuſe, with yun þy 
probation, to ſacrifice my infirm and decrepid Body fart 


mending their Zeal to the Good of the Empire, ax 
accepting the Subſtance, refus'd the Title, termin 
himſelf Lieutenant of the Senate and People of Rome. 
The firſt News of Yindex's Revolt came to Nen 
Naples, in the midſt of his Pleaſures ; but he wa 
little affected with it, that he ſeęm'd rather to o 
joice, as having an Occaſion of pillaging thoſe qq 
lent Provinces by the Right of War: At Supper al 
receiving Letters of freſher Advice, more preflinga 
importunate than the former, he ſhew'd no other] 
motion than a bare threatning the Revolter fir 
fturbing his Pheaſures and Recreations ; and fo for eig 
Days continu'd without writing or giving any Or 
about the Publick. At length the opprobrious Edids 
Vindex, ſo far awaken d him, as he writ to the Sena 
recommending to the Fathers the Intereſt of hit 
ſelf and the Republick, excuſing his Abſence ml 
the Pretence of ſome Indiſpoſition. But noth 
mov'd nor inrag'd Nero ſo much as Vindex's Calli 
him UsnsklIful Muſician, often demanding of the 
ſons about him, Mhetber they really knew any in that 
feſſion more skilful than bimſelf ? The Senate receit 
' Nero's Letters, out of Flattery and Fear, judg d 
dex a Tray tor to the State; but urg'd by new Alu 
he in a great Fright repair'd to Rome, where note 
ling the Senate or People together, but ſome pil 
pal Men to his Palace late at Night, as to conlult 
bout urgent Affairs, he ſhew'd em certain Engl 
and Contrivances of Muſick by Water-Inſtrume 
ſagely diſcourſing of the Nature and Workma 


| hap. III. NERO VI. 

t each, and that be ſhortly wou'd produce em on the 
tape, if Vindex weu'd give bim liberty. But hearing 
ortiy after of the Commotions in Spain, under Gal- 
,, he in a great Rage rent his Clothes, beat his 
81:24, crying out, He wat undone, bis Misfortunes above 
i Preſident, being alive to ſee his Empire loſt ! and 
ou'd receive no Comfort till the Senate by Decree 
ad declar'd Galla an Enemy to the State. And he 
s ſo ſordidly infatuated, that even in fo great a 
Jiſorder of Affairs, he continu'd his former Debau- 
hes; and ſoon after putting Galba's Servants in Pri- 
on, ſeiz d his Goods, and expos'd 'em to Sale. After 
at he enter d upon the moſt barbarous and outra- 
eous Deſigns imaginable, reſolving to maſlacre all 
overnors of Provinces; and Commanders of Ar- 
ies, under pretence of Conſpiracies; to deſtroy all 
xil'd Perſons, left they ſhould join with the Revol- 
rs; to murder all the Gauls in Rome, as Favourers of 
ar Countrymen ; to give up Gaul to the Plunder 
his Army; to poyſon the whole Senate at an En- 
nainment; to burn the City, and to turn out Wild- 
aſts among the People, that ſo obſtructing the ex- 
noviſhing of the Fire, their Deſtruction might be 


ce t out of Compunction or Remorſe, but out of 
nothielpair of effecting em, he reſolv'd upon an Expe- 
ion in Perſon; and among his Preparations his 
ncipal Care was to procure Waggons convenient 
(the Carriage of his Muſical Inſtruments for the 
eter ; to cut the Hair of his Concubines, after 
Faſhion of Men, and to arm 'em like Amazons, 
th Battel- Axes and Shields. - oC CET 
Asin a corrupt Body, full of malignant Humours, 
firſt Pain that appears draws on the reſt, diſclo- 
old Aches and Strains, and agitates all chat is un- 


lolation of the whole: For this one Attempt of 
| L 2 Vindea 


— 


e more inevitable. But ſetting aſide theſe Deſigns, 


Ind in the Body; fo in a Government, when it is 
werlally diflik'd, the firſt Diſorder endangers a. 


ny 
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Vindex not only caus'd the Revolt of the Armies ig 
Spain, but ſhortly after that of the Legions in Gens 
1, and other Places, all' unanimouſly declaring 3 
- gainſt the preſent Emperor. Upon which News, Na 
being at Dinner, in a deſperate Fury tore the Le 
ters, overturn'd the Table, daſh'd two Cryſtal Cay 
of great value on the Ground, and caſting off al 
Care of his own Preſervation, call'd for Poyſan, 
which he enclos'd in a Golden Box, that his Deal 
might be anſwerable to his Condition, and then re 
pair'd to the Ser velian Gardens. From thence he di 
patch'd the Freed-men, in whom he had moſt conf 
dence, to prepare his Fleet at Oftia ; then ſounding 
the Minds of the Tribunes and Centurions of hy 
Guards, and finding them unwilling to accompanj 
him, and one of em to ask him, Whether it was 
hard a thing to die, he was quite diſtracted and cat 
founded in his Thoughts and Intentions ; and I 
cou'd not reſolve whether he ſhou'd addreſs himſelf 
the Parthians, whom he had lately oblig' d, or toG 
ba in a ſupplicatory manner; or whether he ſhou 
put himſelf in deep Mourning, appear publickly l 
fore the Roſtra, and with all poſſible Humility at 
Dejection implore the Peoples Forgiveneſs for wii 
was paſt, and if they were inflexible, to beg the Mf 
vernment of Egypt. He at laſt determin'd to do ly D. 
but fearing the People ſhou'd tear him in pieces, ron: 
fore he got to the Place, he deferr'd the Matter end 
the next Morning; but awaking at Midnight, all 
underſtanding that his Guards were retir'd, hel 
out of Bed, and ſent about for ſome of his Freon) or 
from whom receiving no Anſwer, he went to tte: 
Lodgings himſelf, with two or three others. nil 
the great Monarch of the World, lately adord ves 
God, and attended by Thouſands of Friends, SW (c 
ers, and Servants, now as a common Page ewe 
knocking at Doors, finding all ſhut againſt hs! 
fortunate State. And now deſtitute of all A 
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nd Advice from Friends, he return'd back, where 
ading his Chamber rifled, his Servants fled, and his 
doyſon remov'd, he ſought for Spicillus a Gladiator, 
r ſome other, to be flain by him; but finding none, 
e cry d, Then I have neither Friend nor Foe, and ran 
:ſperately out, as tho he wou'd have thrown him- 
lf into the River Tiber: But making a ſudden ſtop, 
nd deſiring ſome ſecret Place a little to recollect his 
teaſon, and reaſſume his Courage, Phaon his Freed- 
an offer d his Houſe four Miles diſtant in the 
ountry, which Nero accepted; and ſo accompa- 
yd with four Men, of whom Sporus was one, he 
ed away meanly Apparel'd, and worſe Mounted, 
ding his Face with an Handkerchief. In his Jour- 
ey he was infinitely diſmay'd by a violent Trem- 
ling of che Earth, and prodigious Flaſhes of Light- 


aſe of Soldiers curſing him, and wiſhing all good 
ortune and Proſperity to Galba. After which, to 
revent all Diſcovery, they forſook the High-way, 
reping through Briars and Buſhes into a Thicket of 
eds, on the back-ſide of Phaon's Farm-Houſe ; 
here a Hole was beaten in the Wall, thro' which 


lf upon a mean Pallet in a back Room. 

During Nero's Abſence, the Senate aſſembl'd, and 
tonounc'd him a mortal Enemy to the State, and 
ondemn'd him to Death More Majerum, ſending in- 
dall Parts to ſeek him, and bring him alive. The 
count of this Determination was brought to Nero, 
one of Phaon's Servants, who found him making 
eparations for his own Death, with a Thouſand 
mile Sighs and inglorious Tears, repeating ſeveral 
mes, What an Artiſt will the World loſe ! He hearing 
lorrowful News of his Doom from the Senate, 


Puniſhment it was? and underſtanding that he 
is to be ſtript naked, his Head faſten'd in a Pillory, 


L3 and 


149 


9 


ing; and paſſing by the Camp, he heard a great 


79 crept in like a Beaſt upon all four, caſting him- 


imanded what More Majorum meant, and what kind 


The Death 
of Neto. 


Before he was quite dead, an Officer came in, and 
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and in that Poſture to be ſcourg'd to Death, he wa re 
{o terrify'd, that he ſnatch d up a couple of Daggers: WIC-/ 


but after feeling their Points, with great trembſiggiꝭ 


put them up again, pretending, That his fatal Hour wa 
not yet come. Sometimes he begg'd and intreated, 
that one of them preſent wou'd inſtruct him how tg 
die, by killing themſelves firſt ; greatly deceiving 
himſelf in deſiring ſo couragious an Example out of 
fo debauch'd a School: Other times he condemn'{ 
his own Puſillanimity and Poorneſs of Spirit, till hear: 
ing the Noiſe of ſome Horſemen ſent by the Senate 
to ſeek him, he ſet a Dagger to his Throat, with 
which, by the Aſſiſtance of Epaphroditus, his Secrets 
ry, he wounded himſelf ſo as he dy'd ſhortly after 


pretending he came to his Relief, he ſtopp'l the 
Wound with his Cloak, and endeavour'd to ftanch 
the Blood; to whom Nero gave no Anſwer, but, 'Ti 
too late, and, Is this your Fidelity aud Allegiance ? wit 
which Expreſſion heexpir'd, his Eyes ſtrangely fix 
and ſtaring out of his Head, to the wonderful Ter 
ror and Amazement of all that were preſent, Thi 
was the miſerable End of Nero, the Sixth Emperor 
Rome, who, by his abominable Life, had brought u 
on himſelf all the cruel Misfortunes that cou d bel 
2 Prince, and upon the State all the dreadful Cal 
mities that cou'd ariſe from unjuſt Tyranny in hi 
Life-time, and from inteſtine Convulſions after 
Death. He reign'd thirteen 'Years,ſeven Months, 
twenty eight Days ; and was taken off in the pril 
of his Years, being in the 32d Year of his Age, 
which Space his Cruelties gain'd him a Name odid 
not only to his Subjects, but to all Generations, dl 
even to a Proverb; à Puniſhment the gteateſt ti 
can happen to a Prince in this World. He was 
laſt of the Family of the Czſars which reignd 
Rome, tho the following Emperors had the Titls 
Cæſar; and hedy'd U. C. 82 1. A. D. 69. bony I 
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Years aſter the Beginning of the Empire by Julius 
zſar, and 94 after the full Settlement of it by Au- 


— 


C 
rom the Death of Nero, to the Death of Vitel- 


lius, the Ninth Emperor; after which the Em- 
pire became Hereditary a ſecond Time. | 


Containing the Space of almoſt two Tears. 


] Ever was a more univerſal Joy and Satisfaction A. D. 
N in Rome, than at the Death of Nero; all Per- ©: ©? 


ons came running into the Streets to congratulate 6% 

ne another, with peculiar Caps on their Heads,ſuch « 

Slaves wore when their Maſters firft gave em their 

reedom ; and they unanimouſly decreed to create 

alba Emperor, who was now in Spain, eſteeming 

lim a Perſon of great Wiſdom and Valour. He was 

ow ſeventy two years of Age, and had born Offices 

nder four Emperors, wiſely preferving himſelf from 

e Snares of thoſe Tyrants, tho' not wholly from 

eir Vices: And he was the firſt who receiv'd the Em- 

ite from the Hands of the Soldiers, the Senate con- 

ting; having himſelf no Affinity or Alliance with 

e Family of the Cæſars, either by Blood or Adopti- 

. Shortly after his being declar d Emperor by his gn, 

my, he found himſelf involv'd in many Troubles wade Ems . 

ad Afflictions, and all his Hopes and Deſigns were pere. 

arbeing blaſted by an unexpected Diſorder among 

me of his Men; for, upon his Approach to the 

amp, one of the Wings of his Horſe repenting of 

© new Oath they had taken, endeavour d as much 

poſſible to deſert him, and he found it no ſmall 
ö 


- 
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Difficulty to keep em to their Duty. He likewif 
with great Hazard eſcap'd the Conſpiracy of ſeren 
Slaves, who were purpoſely preſented to him by om 
of Nero's Enfranchis d Men, and had undoubtedy 
ſlain him as he paſs'd through a narrow Street to go 
his Baths, had they not diſcover'd themſelves by wy 
loudly exhorting one another, Not to omit ſo fair a 
Opportunity. But that which gave Galba the great 
Fear and Diſquiet at this time, was the unexpedeſ 
Death of Vindex in Gaul, who kill'd himſelf afterthe 
entire Defeat of his Troops by Rufus Virginius, Con 
mander of the German Legions ; which Bartel wa 
fought through the Ignorance and Miſtakes of the di 
diers, and againſt the Wills and Deſigns of the Gene 
rals. The News of this, added to Galba's other Misſot 
tunes, reduc'd him almoſt to deſpair both of his Lil 
and Empire, and he had once a deſign of deſtroying 
himſelf; but timely Advice coming from Rome, all 
ring him that Nero was dead, and'all People ha 
{wore Allegiance to him there, he immediately lai 
aſide the Name of Lieutenant of the Empire, and ul 
ſum'd the Title of Ce/ar. After which, he put hi 
ſelf upon his Way to Rome, in his Imperial Hab 
with a Dagger about his Neck, and hanging dow 
before his Breaſt ; neither wou'd he appear in a Rd 
or Gown, till all ſuch as were contriving new 
ſturbances were defeated and cut off; as name 
Nymphidius Sabinus, Captain of the Guards at Num 
Fonteius Capito, Lieutenant in Germany; and Clu 
Macer in Africk. In his Journey towards Rome, Ri 
Virginius, beforementioned, ſent to yield him his 
bedience ; who till then had ſhewn himſelf whal 
neutral, in reſpect of any particular Perſon, attell 
ing the Will and Determination of the Senate, 
As this Emperor. approach'd Rome, as, it uſual 
happens when Matters are concluded with Haſtea 
Precipitation, the People began to ſhew leſs val 
faction for his Arrival, than they did for his Ele 

. | 2% ol 
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with ; for ſeveral Rumours were ſpread abroad, both 
den his Cruelty and Avarice, by reaſon of the unuſual 
 onficor he had exercis'd towards ſuch Cities of Spain 
tech Gol, which had ſcrupl'd to join with him at 


goth, by oppreſſing them with exceflive Tributes, de- 
oliſhing their Fortifications, and executing their 
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A orernors, not excuſing even their Wives and Chil- 
edel en. Which Reports ſo highly diſadvantageous to 
hecke old Man, and a young Prince, were confirm'd 


er ta augmented at his Entrance into Rome, by his Se- 


Con ry to thoſe Sea-Men and Mariners, whom Nero 
taken from the Oar, and liſted among his Legi- 
ie dry Soldiers; for endeavouring to reduce theſe nu- 
Gene erous Troops to their former Condition, upon their 


Aisſob ang with great Contumacy to ſubmit to an Or- 


is Li ſo injurious to themſelves, and their inſolent de- 
roy ending an Eagle and Military Enſigns, he command- 
, Ale his Horſemen to ride in among em, who kill'd 
ple hoo; and not being fatisfy'd with this Puniſhment, 
ly lag caus d em to be decimated afterwards. Beſides 
ind ich, he diſcharg'd the German Cohort, which had 


ut hingen eſtabliſh'd by the former Emperors, for a Guard 


Hab their Perſons, and had given manifeſt Teſtimo- 
g coves of their Allegiance and Fidelity to their Prin- 
2 RO; yet notwithſtanding he ſent em to their own 
ew UW'untry without any Reward, pretending they were 
name er affected to Dolabella than himſelf, becauſe they 
t N encamp'd themſelves not far from his Gardens. 


d Clad 
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ing in Rowe, with this ſecret Diſcontentment, tho 
n publickJoy and Solemnity, he began to take up- 
bim the Adminiſtration and Government of the 
pite, and did ſome Acts as a wiſe and worthy 
Ince; yet theſe were generally leſs acceptable than 
e others were odious. He took care toreſtore all 
ons unjuſtly exil'd by Nero, as well of the Nobi- 
s meaner ſort, to their Country and Honours, 
not to their Wealth and Eſtates. He was very 
die to all Criminals ; and being petition'd for a 
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of ordinary Malefactors, he commanded the 6; 


hated andabhorr'd, was his ſuffering himſelf tobe! 


in his Preſence, were commonly ſtil'd his Fz 


The Roman Hiſtory. Book 
condemn'd Knight, that he might not ſuffer the Dea 


lows to be painted and finely colour'd, to make ity 
fwerable to his Quality. However, he repreſen 
a moſt grateful Spectacle to the People, which wi 
Elius, Polycletus, Locuſta, Patrobius, Petinus, and othersj 
Fetters drawn through the City, and publickly Ei 
cuted, as Inſtruments and Miniſters of Nerv's Cy 
elties ; tho? he ſpar'd ſome of the moſt notorious( 
fenders for the ſake of Money. And he was ſo 
markable for his Avarice, that it is ſaid, that he wol 
ſigh and weep when his Table was better furniſh 
than ordinary; a Vice tho' incident to his Age, ye 
dangerous to his Circumſtances, eſpecially in reſpel 
of his Soldiers, and was the firft Thing which mat 
way for his Ruin. When a large Donative had be 
promis'd to the Soldiers, by ſuch as were appoints 
to tender em their Oath in his Abſence, he utteſ 
refus'd to confirm it, declaring, That he choſe, but 
ver wou d purchaſe his Soldiers; which much exalpe 
ted his Men, who in theſe corrupt Times cou di 
ſuffer any rigorous Diſcipline like the ancient! 
mans, eſpecially from a Prince who ſuffer'd himlt 
to be bought and ſold every Hour. Moreover, 
highly provok'd the Prætorians, by caſhiering ſere 
of em ſhortly after, upon a bare Suſpicion of C 
reſpondence and Confederacy with Nymphidins. 
But that which made this Emperor moſt genera 


tirely manag'd by three Favourites, who having tid 
Lodgings with him in his Palace, and being alu 


gogues : One was T. Vinius, his Lieutenant in $4 
a Man of inſatiable Covetouſneſs; another ws 
Laco, now Captain of his Guards, one who had is 
der'd himſelf inſupportable by his Pride and Al 
gance ; and the third Icelus, a Freed-Man, who 
aſpir'dcothe higheſt Command in the Equeſria 


Theſe three, whoſe Humours and Vices were 
different as poſſible, abus d che Authority of the 
peror with ſo much Inſolence, that they made 
appear by the Inequality of his Conduct, both 
jous and deſpicable , fo that ſometimes he ſhew'd 
nſelf ſevere and rigorous, at other times remiſs and 
ligent ; condemning ſome illuſtrious Perſons un- 
ard, and pardoning others without Reaſon, as he 
guided by theſe Perſons. He till increas'd the 
oples Hatred, by revoking the profuſe Donatives 
Nerv, which were ſound to amount to above ſe- 
teen Millions of our Money, and reducing em 
the tenth Part, giving Commiſſion to fifty of the 
vites to collect the Remainder for himſelf; with 
choricy, That if any Player or Champion had ſold 
at Nero had given em, and imbezl'd or ſpent the 
nſideration they receiv'd, in that Caſe they might 
ire and recover it of the Perſons who had pur- 
ad it, Publick Slaves were proclaim'd in all 
ts, and the Streets throng'd with the Confluence 
| Contentions of Officers, Buyers, and Sellers; 
lile nevertheleſs there was ſome Pleaſure in behold- 
thoſe whom Nero had oblig'd, as miſerable now 
moſe whom he. had oppreſs d. On the contrary, 
re was nothing but by the Mediation of his Fa- 
rites and Freed-Men, he permitted either to be 
phtfor Money, or granted for Favour ; as Taxes, 
emptions, Puniſhments for Innocents, Impunity 
Criminals, and other Pieces of Injuſtice. Among 
ters he pardon'd Halotus and Tigellinut, two of the 
It pernicious Inſtruments which Nero imploy'd, 
the People of Rome were importunately ſollici- 
s for their Puniſhment. And as if this was not 
cient to diſoblige them, he preferr'd Halotus to 
ot honourable Poſt; and appear'd ſo publickly 
Miz Juſtification of Tigellinus, that he put forth an 
ic in his fayour, and upbraided the People with 
ir Xrerity, Beſides all which an 
| "Gln 
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Circumſtances, his unweildy old Age render hin 


| ſprung up in moſt Parts of the Empire, throng 


tion'd. Theſe Legions growing proud and infolent 


pected, and out of Favour with the Emperor Gal 
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contemptible to many, ſo that almoſt every My 
durſt preſume to murmur at his Proceedings, a 
act any thing againſt his Authority, © 3 

Affairs being in this unſetled Poſture at Rome, tha 
in the Provinces were in a worſe Condition: Fd 
ſince the Army and Province of Spain had pt 
ſum'd to chuſe an Emperor without any other -k 
thority, many Mutinies were rais'd, and Fadion 


Enyy, Diſcontent, or deſire of Alteration, but pri 
cipally among the Legions in the upper Genn 
whoſe Commander was Rufus Virginius before. ma 


by reaſon of the great Victory they had obtain 
over Vindex in Gaul, ſhew'd ſmall Value or Eſleg 
for Ordeonius Flaccus, their preſent Commander, at 
Lieutenant to Virginius ; and holding themſelves f 


becauſe they were the laſt who came into his Servid 
they now reſolv'd to be the firſt who ſhou'd deſen 
And upon the firſt Day of January, wherein they! 
ſually took the Oaths, and paid their Homage off 
delity to their Emperor, they refus'd to ſwear tou 
but the Senate; and immediately diſpatch'd a M 
ſage to the Prætorian Cohorts to remonſtrate, Thatil 
cou d not acquieſce in the Hlectiin of an Emperor created 
Spain, and that the Senate wiu'd proceed to chuſeſud 
Perſon as they theught moſt pr: per. Let Suetonius tells 
that they referr'd the Election to the Pretorian 


mutinous and dilcontented, as thoſe in the U 
being particularly excited and encouragd by d 
Commander Vitellius, who notwithſtanding bel 
receiv'd all his preſent Authority from che Hand 
the Emperor Galla, began to ſound the Mind: 
Affections of his Soldiers, and violating his Faith! 
Fidelity, endeavour'd by all poſſible Method 


Pee 
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cure the Empire for himſelf. This Vitellius, who 
erwards became Emperor, was a Perſon of great 
putation and Authority, by reaſon of the ſeveral 
ces and Magiſtracies which he had held in Rome 
d abroad, under the three Emperors, Caligula, 
udius, and Nero, with whom he had been very in- 
ate and private, more for his exceſſive Vices, and 
e particular Abilities of his Perſon, than for any 
reves or Excellencies. He was in favour with . 
liguls for his Dexterity in managing a Chariot; 
th Claudius for his Gaming and Dice, and with _. 
for the ſame Proficiency, and ſuch like Quali- 
And beſides this, as he was very ſubtle and craf- 
in his Deſigns, ſo he obtain'd in thoſe Days great 
ices and Dignities, as that of Præfect, of the Prieſt- 
od, as alſo to be Proconſul in Africk, which Of- 
e he honourably executed; and laſt of all to be 
mmancer of the Legions in Lower Germany, the 
ſects of which ſhall be afterwards related. 
The Emperor Galba being advertis'd of all the 
Immotions in Germany, and knowing that beſides 
Age, he was the leſs reſpected for want of an 
tir, he reſolv'd now to put in execution what he 
formerly defign'd, which was to adopt ſome Per- 
not ſuch Age and Authority, as might be deſer- 
ly capable of the Empire, and who in his Life 
ght protect and ſupport him, and after his De- 
aſe ſucceed him. His Favourites and ſuch as were 
mate with him, underſtanding his Determinati- 
„ each of em ſeparately pretended to give him a 
n of their own chuſing; o that there aroſe a great 
tention among em upon this Occaſion. Ocho 
ale great Intereſt, and induſtriouſſy endeavour'd 
obtain this Adoption, alledging the great Service 
bud done for Galba, as being the firſt Man 7 Note 
Þ came in to bis Aſſiſtance in Spain, after he had de- 
7d againſt Nero; and as the Urban and Prætorian 
torts favour'd him, and Vinius the Emperor's chief 
ſoutite aſſiſted him, he almoſt afſur'd himſelf of 
OO OA 7 Wer 


the Publick Good alone, and diſliking the Vie 


% 


for Piſo Lucinianus, in whom was a happy Cong 


dated its Beginning from me; but now it it arrivd 


jour Youth, but by yielding them a good Prince. To| 
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Succeſs. But Galba having fully reſolv'd to conkd 


Diſpoſition of Otho, which he thought too neal 
reſembled that of Nero, had no regard to whaty 
ſpoken in his Favour : but upon a prefixt day he {g 


rence of thoſe good Properties neceſlary for a Prin 
and Emperor, and taking him by the Hand, in 
Preſence of ſome Friends, among other thing 
faid thus: If this ſtupendious Frame of the Roman 
pire cou d ſubſiſt without a ſingle Governor to balane 
the Liberty of the Commonwealth might worthily l 


thoſe Circumſtances, that my Age can benefit the Pujh 
Rome no way, but hy finding them a good Succeſſa, 


ceed by Election, will be inſtead of Liberty; and now 
Julian and Claudian Lines have fail d, Adeption 1 
ſupply all Defe&s : For to be deſcended from Princes, il 
Mork of mere Fortune, and is ſo eſteem d; in Adi 
our Fudgments are moſt incorrupt, and moſt rarely alu 
and if we will chuſe the moſt worthy, the Voice of the 
tion points us out the Man. I have paſs'd by all n 
Friends and Companions in Arms, for your ſake, nt do 
ing but you will retain your former Virtues ; but ast0i 
of others towards you, you will find a Difference ; 
Flattery, the moſt peſtilent Poyſon of all true Meaning, 1 
break in: For ſince moſt Men talk with our Eſtates, 1 
than our Perſons, it is much eaſier to flatter a Prince, i 
to inſtruct him. For your Adminiſtration, ſet Nero 1 
your Eyes, whoſe Family and Deſcent could not ſhield l 
and his own Infamous Life and Cruelties alone, puſh dl 
out of his Throne, and not Vindex with an unamm d 
vince, nor I with a ſingle Legion; and tho' the Soldier 

Senate had not ſo univerſally agreed about 4 Succeſſor, 
were all unanimous in his Ruin. The ſureſt and [61 
Rule for your Security, is judiciouſly to weigh whit 

Jour ſelf wou d allow or blame in another Prince: fu 
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ve not bere, as - 2 Sens; a 22 Race born 

s vereionty, and the reſt to ve Slaves; but you are to 

on People which can neither bear Bondage nor Liber- 

ame, but require a prudent Mixture of both to balance 

Inconveniences of either. Piſo's Anſwer was full of 

ererence and Modeſty ; and in all his Deportment 

ere appear d a Firmneſs and Equality of Mind, be- 

aking him rather able to diſcharge, than ambiti- 

;to obtain the Dignity. Immediately after Galba 8 

ih a great Train went with Piſo to the Camp, Piſo adepr= 

here he adopted him after the uſual Manner, obli- ed by Gal- 

ig the Soldiers to ſwear Obedience to him, and re- ba- 

ie him for Ceſar; but gave no Rewards to the Sol- 

ers, nor promis'd any, as they expected: He only 

de a grave and ſhort Speech to em after the an- 

nt Manner, and was coldly receiv'd by em, as he 

ws likewiſe by the Senate immediately after; Rome 

ing now ſo addicted to Briberies and Donatives, 

d loft its ancient Equity and Integrity. 

Galba having made this Adoption, conceiv'd it 

ud have been the moſt effectual Means to ſe- 

re his Life and Empire; but it ſhortly after prov'd 

e Occaſion of his Confuſion and utter Ruin. For 

b finding the Hopes of his Adoption wholly fru- Otho's 

ted, and perceiving the Soldiers well affected to- Deſigns. 

ads him, for the extream Hatred they had con- 

d againſt Galba, reſolv'd. to effect his Purpoſes 

Force and Treaſon, to which he was excited, not 

Ily by his Hatred to Galba, and his Envy to Piſe; 

t by che Conſideration of his Debts, which were 

become inſupportable from his riotous Life. 

or was he aſham'd to declare, That if he was not Em- 

i, be co d not ſubſiſt, and that it was equal to him whe- 

be fell by bis Enemy in the Field, or by his Creditors in 

Cum of Law : Notwithſtanding he with ſome Dif- 

uty found Ready Money ſufficient to corrupt the 

«ian Cohorts ; and where that was deficient, he 

fydall with large Promifes,and plauſible Speech- 
; es. 
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es. And in leſs than eight Days, finding the J 
fections of the Soldiers, he ſtole. ſecretly from 
Emperor while he was ſacrificing, to an appoint 
Place, where calling the Soldiers together, in af 
Speech he began to enumerate the ſeveral C 
ties and Executions made by Galba in ſo ſhort a Spud 
urging, That thoſe Things which others account bei 
Crimes, are by bim term d gentle Remedies ; Cruly WW 
cloak'd with the venerable Name of Fuſtice ; ſordid 8): 
varice is call'd provident Sparing ; and your Stripn le 
Indignities, true Diſcipline. *Tis ſcarce ſeven Mu e 
ſince the Death of Nero, yet Icelus, one of Galba'[ 
Vourites, has rak'd together more Treaſure than ay 
Nero's wicked Inſtruments had done in as many Tu 
And certainly Vinius himſelf, if he bad been Em 
wou'd have ſhewn leſs Covetouſneſs, and more Reſyil 
even that Vinius who oppreſſes us as Vaſſals, and tui 
as vile Strangers, whoſe Wealth alone wou'd be ſaſſa 
for the Donative, which is ſo often caſt in your Tell, 
ne ver paid to your Purſes. In you alone lies the preſent | 
medy for all theſe Diſtempers; and ſince you, my loving 
panions, have already given me the Title of Prince, 11 
not be call'd a private Man; and aPrince I cannot be, wi 
another poſſeſſes the Throne. I deſire you not to aWar, | 
yon not to any dangerous Exploit; the Soldiers within at 
of the ſame Mind, and one unarm d Cohort now guardiꝶ 
Emperor, endeavours not to defend him againſt us but i 
detains him from eſcaping your Hands; and when yu) 
come in view, the greateſt Contention you can have withilt 
15, 050 ſhon d be moſt forward in my aſſiſtance. At the Ml 
ing of this Speech, the Soldiers with loud: Shouts! 
Acclamations took him upon their Shoulders, ealll 
Emperor ; and drawing their Swords to give thegi 
er Terror to the People, ys him to their Cal 
Galba in the mean time ſuſpe&ed nothing ol! 
Revolt, and when the News of it was brougit 
him, he was extremely diſheartned and confound 
and as his Counſels were ſudden and unprem? 


4 
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ated, ſo they were unconſtant and variable. For 
ome were of Opinion that he ought to put himſelf 
n Arms, and appear in Publick, that his Preſence 
night ſtem the Torrent of this dangerous Tumult: 
Dthers, that his greateſt Security wou'd be to forti- 
yhimſelf in the Capitol, and there to attend the Re- 
ult of the whole Diſorder. The poor old Emperor 
ontinu d wavering and doubtful what Reſolution to 
lle, upon the account of the various Meſſages and 
leports which were brought; for ſome repreſented 
e Matter as ſlight and inconſiderable, and others as 
tal and ruinous. But at laſt being deluded by a 


pes 
Mom 
ba: 


le Report of Osbo's being ſlain, he rode arm'd out of 
palace with his Guard, and many Followers, into 
Ema Grand Forum ; where infinite Numbers of People 


ere gather d together to ſee the Effects of ſo furious 
Combuſtion. At the ſame Inſtant, on the othet 
de, there enter d a conſiderable Body of Horſe, ſent 
om the Camp to deſtroy Galba ; who tho they came 
wn with rapid Violence, and with a full Reſoluti- 
of diſpatching him, yet upon their nigh Approach 
bim, ſtood amaz d, and in a dubious Poſture, for 
onſiderable Time, apprehending the Confequence 
their fatal Commiſſion. At the ſame time Galba 
s in the greateſt Confuſion imaginable, not know- 
p upon what to reſolve, nor what Enterprize 
undertake ; the Crowds and Throngs of People 
Ing him to and fro, with Amazement in their 
untenances, and ſuch a Silence as argu d great Fear + 
(ſome portentous Paſſion. Galba thus ſtanding ir- 
dute whether he ſhou'd return to his Palace, or 
te to the Capitol, having had ſufficient Time for 
der; but now miſſing his Opportunity, he found 
nlelf unable to do an thing for his Security: For 
ag abandon'd by the greateſt Part of his Follow- 
the Soldiers ſent by Gtho immediately rulſh'd in a- 
0g the People and Senate, diſperſing and tram- 
bs them under Foot; and approaching Galba, he 
: M iretch'd 
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Galba 
| ain in the 
Forum. 


1 i 1 And alſo 
Piſo. 


A. D. 69. 


of his Age, after a ſhort Reign of Seven Months; 


Favourite to Nero; but more for the Conformii 
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ſtretch d out his Neck, as Plutarch relates it, biddin 
them Strike it off, if it were for the Good of the Commu: 
wealth and the Roman People; which was immediate 
perform d, and his Head ſet on the point of a Lang, 
and preſented to Ocho, from whence it was contemp 
tuouſly carried about the Camp, his Body remaining 
in the Streets till it was buried by one of his Bond: 


men. This was the fatal End of Sergius Galba, the 
Seventh Emperor of Rome, in the ſeventy third Year 


Perſon who had gain'd the Empire unjuſtly, goven 
it injuriouſly, and loſt it ſuddenly. His Death wy 
accompanied with the Slaughter of many other Pe 
ſons, particularly of his three Favourites, Vinius, Las 
and Icelus, who had haſtned if not effected his Ruin 
and likewiſe with that of his adopted Son Piſe, who 
Death Orho moſt of all defir'd, and whoſe Headh 
gaz d on with a Joy and Satisfaction molt unbecon 
ing his aſſumed Character. | 


II. On the ſame Day that Galba was thus mul 
der'd in the Forum, the Senate and People, now bi 
the Dregs of their Anceſtors, ran all by Heaps an 
Multitudes to the Camp, contending and preſſi 
who ſhould be moſt forward, effacing the Memo 
of Galba, extolling the Judgment of the Soldi 
and with great Flattery kifling the Hand of 00 
and the leſs their Hearts and Affections were 
wards him, ſo much the more were their Gellut 
and outward Proteſtations. Orbe was now thi 
eight Years of Age, a Perſon Valiant and Wit 
of an ancient and honourable Family, and a 800 


their Hymours and Vices, and the Beauty of hisV 
Poppea, than for his worthy Executing of ſome col 
derable Offices with which he was intruſted. 0 
now finding llimſelf thus highly congratulated, 5 
ſurrounded by Senators and the principal Non 

ö 6 
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Rome, immediately went to the Senate, which was F; 


ling aſſembled by the Prætorian Præfect of the City, where i 


beſides the ordinary Salutations and Applauſes, they othomade | 150 


10 pave him the Title of Auguſtus, and all the other Emperor. nl 
eme Titles and Preheminences which the other Emperors 1 
un erer obtain d. And having there made a brief Ora- 


zone ion, wherein he told the Fathers, That he took upon 
lim the Empire rather by Compulſion and the Conſtraint of 


th there, than by his own choice and ſeeking, promiſing to go- 
the. n the ſame by the Counſel and Advice ebe Senate, he 
thy ent from thence through the Forum, which was all 


over d with Blood and dead Bodies, to the Capitol, 
nd from thence to the Imperial Palace: And thus 
25 Otho the firſt Emperor, who was advanc'd to this 
onour by Means of the Prætorian Guards, which 
zwe em Occaſion frequently to aſſume the Autho- 
dead of creating Emperors afterwards ; a pernicious 
deconrecedent for the Rowan Empire, and forthe Empe- 
| ors themſelves, as Time and Experience manifeſted. 
Wh, contrary to the Expectation of many. deferr'd 
is mul” Pleaſures, diſſembl'd his Riot, and luxurious Life, 
ow bd order'd all Things that was fitting for the Honour 
_ [the Empire. And firſt he commanded Marius Ce!- 
© who had been highly advanc'd by Galla, to be 
Nemo ought into the Capitol; expecting by pardoning ſo 
eat a Man, and fo odious to his Party, to purchaſe 
of one Ju't Title of Clemency in the Beginning of his 
vere een. Celſus being call'd, fearleſly confels'd the 
wle Accuſation of Fidelity to Galba, freely aſſert- 
the, 7247 Princes ought rather to reward ſuch Examples; 
1 Win 0:4 admitting the Defence as juſt and vertuous, 
mediately advanc'd him next to himſelf. This Act, 
th the juſt Puniſhment of Tigellinus, Nero's chief 
lrument of Impurity, and his generous Reſtorati- 
e confi ot the Perſons and Goods of all ſuch as had been 
.d, Ma, exil'd by Nero, gain'd him ſo much the Love 
d Alſection of the People of Rome, that they con- 
ud true and faithful to him to the End of his ſhore 
In. M 2 While 
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* While the Affairs of Rome were tranſacted in thi 
>:r0- by ie Manner, the Legions in the Lower Germany, havin 
German, been purchas'd by the large Gifts and ſpecious pm 
Legion. miſes of Vitellius, after ſome Treaties and Impunitiy 
for Outrages,concluded to create him Emperor, vic 
they effected, without attending the Will and Plep 
ſure of the Senate, about thirteen Days before Gall 
Death. The ſudden News of which put Ocho into 
great Conſternation, and the City to no ſmall Cops 
cern, well knowing that nothing butthe Sword, and 
the Blood of ſo many Romans cou'd determine thi 
- famous Conteſt, the Pretenſions being plauſible a 
both Sides. The German Legions pretended, That i 

had as great an Authority to create an Emperor as the 
ons in Spain, and that Vitellius bad a rightful Poſſeſſion 
fore Otho' Creation; the Senate and Cohorts at Roni 
pretended, That they bad the Supreme Power, and thati 

them reſled the abſolute Authority to chuſe and create E 
rors; and baving made choice of Otho, they woud mtr 
cede And though Otho by this Means had the mal 
powerful Intereſt, and the moſt ſpecious Tits 
yet whether his guilty Conſcience threw him in 
timerous Apprehenſions, or his diſcompos'd Tempt 
caus'd him to dread the Miſeries of a Civil War, 
ſought by large Promiſes to come to a Compoſttia 
and Agreement with 7itellizs; but nothing was cot 
cluded to the Satisfadiion of either Party, and ti 
Diſſenſions daily increaſing, both began their Prep 
rations for War. It was ſuppos'd by many, thatk 
veral Perſons from Vitellius were come to the City 
' ſpy out and learn how the Parties were aſſedel 
whereupon the whole City was fill'd with Jealoui 
and Apprehenſions, the ſecret Cloſets being {cart 
ſtee from Fears, All Perſons turn d and ſhap'd tha 
Countenances according as the News was fayourl 
or formidable from abroad; and in the Senate 1 

thing was ſo difficult as an even and prudent 

age in theſe nice and perillous Times; Silence Wo- 


bereckoned for Contumacy, Freedom of Speech for | 
Inſolence, and Flattery was too well known to Orho, 


ho having been a Courtier, was too skilful in the 
A raaice of it himſelf, The Cares and Fears of the 
City were much augmented by the great Preparati- 
Won; of 0:50, and the Diſabilities of the Nobility and 


entry in the Affairs of War: The chief of the Se- 

ate were grown old and impotent, wanting both 

he Power and Vigour of Soldiers ; the Nobility were 
lothful, cover'd with the Ruſt of a long Peace, and 
orgetting the Fatigues of a Camp; the Equites were 
liſſoly'd in Eaſe and Luxury, and ignorant in mili- 
uy Service, which the more they endeavour'd to 
onceal, the more they betray'd their Fears. The wi- 

er ſort began to ſhew great Concern at the Miſeries 
nd Perturbations of the Commonwealth; but the 
conſiderate were ſwell'd with vain Hopes and ex- 
wagant Opinions; and many Perſons, Bankrupts 
Peace, in theſe Troubles began to make the great- 

t Appearance; they being ſafeſt, when the State 
as in the greateſt Danger and Diſorder, 

During the Time of theſe Preparations, Otho re- 
av'd Advice that Vitellias's Forces were upon their 
arch towards Italy, under the Conduct of twa _ 
dmmanders call'd Valens and Cæcinna; whereupon, . 
:b departed from Rome with a fair Amy, confiſt> 
bp of the Roman Nobility, the Præcrian Cohorts, 

de Legions out of the Fleets upon the Italian Coaſts, 

d ſuch others as he could levy in that Time. In 
b manner he began his March from the City, very 
wwerful as to Numbers of Men, tho' generally unac- 
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ſcach tomed to War, leaving for the Government of 
d heme, Flavius Sabinus, Brother to Veſpaſian, who was 
ura en in Tudæa, and had ſworn his Army to Otho, and 


te rontinu'd his March againſt Vite!l;us, whoſe Forces 
ere already arrived at the Alpes, to the number of 
wong doo Men, whereof 40000 were commanded by 

, and the reſt by Cæcinna, Vitellius himſelf re- 
| M 3 maining 
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maining in Gaul, in expectat ion of more Troops from 
Germany, and the Legions from Britain. Upon the 
nigh Approach of theſe numerous Armies this fat 
Civil War was boa, or rather that begun by Vn 
and Galba againſt Nerò was continu'd ; which occy. 
ſion' d many to make melancholy Reflections upon 
the Wars between Fulius Ceſar and Pompey, and be. 
tween Auguſizs and Antony, wherein fo much nn 
Blood was ſhed ; from which fatal Miſeries the Stat 
had been free for almoſt an hundred Years, tho ng 
from thoſe of Tyranny and unbounded Ambition 
the general and almoſt certain Fore-runners of the 
other. Otho of late had been much troubled with 
unuſual Dreams and diſmal Apprehenſions, and u 
reported, that one Night fetching ſeveral profound 
Sighs in his Sleep, his Servants ran haſtily to hi 
Bed-fide, and found him upon che Ground; att 
which he uſed many Expiations to appeaſe the Gholl 
of Galba, which ſeem'd to beat and puſh him rude 
ly out of the Bed. However, he proceeded with 
great ſhew of Courage, and arriving at the City d 
Brixellum on the River Po, he remain'd there, lend 
ing his Forces before him, under the Conduct 
worthy Commanders, particularly Suetonins and 

ſus ; who were very little reſpected by the Soldier 
being grown proud and inſolent with the Though 
of creating an Emperor, imagining that no M 
leſs than he ought to have Command over then 
The like want of Obedience was in the Armies 0 
Vitellius, and upon the ſame Account; and bol 
Partięs proceeded with ſuch Haſte and Precipitation 
that beſides Skirmiſhes and other Encounters, in 
few Days Space, three conſiderable, Battels wen 
fought ; one [nigh Placentia, another nigh. Crema 
and a third nigh a Place call'd Caſtor ; in all wh 
O ho and the Romans had the Advantage, tho d 
Word on both ſides was, Rome and the Empire! 


- Shortly after this, Valens and Cæcinna, Who ; 
| 4 | no! 
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Ut 

bor had ated ſeparately, joyned all their Forces 
1. together, ſtrongly re- enforcing their Army with new 
te Supplies from ſeveral Parts; now reſolving to ha- 
fat zard all in one general Bartel, if the other Parties 
bY refuſed them not. About which time, Osho very 


joyful for the Advantages gain'd by his Generals, 
mY came to his Army at Bebriacum, a Village between 
" 8 enen and Verona; and finding the Enemy, not- 


2 wichſtanding their late Loſſes, very forward to give 
"EY him Battel, call'd a Council of War to determine 


whether to protract the War, or hazard a Battel. 
a OLE Celſus, and the moſt experienc'd Comman- 
weg cr; declar d, That it was their Opinion, That protract- 


1 ing the War was much the wiſeſt and ſafeſt Courſe, ſince the 
ola whole Force and Power of Vitellius were arrived, and were 


mw in want of many Neceſſaries, which obliged them to 
offer Battel as their ſpeedieſt way of ſupplying themſelves : 
On the contrary, Otho's Army was well provided of all 
Things, and Italy, and the Senate and People of Rome at 
bs Devotion, Names which were never quite dark:n'd, tho 
ometimes obſcured. Morecver ſeveral Frovinces bad re- 
vilted from Vitellius, whereas all bx Provinces ſtood firm 
tobim; and the Legions in Pannonia, Mceſia and Dal- 
matia, were no upon their March to bi Aid: So that be 
had no Reaſon ſo often and ſo raſhly to tempt bis Fortune, 
and therefore he cught to weary out bi Enemy by Delays, or 
un for a greater Power, where there could be no doubt 
f /iFory. But ſome others, whoſe unexperienced Heat 
and miſguided Vigour made them too deſirous of a 
Datel, declared, That nothing but that could end the Mi- 
ſeries of the State, proteſting that Fortune and all the Gods, 
vith the God-h-ad of Ocho, favoured the Deſign, and 
would undoubtedly proſper the Enterprize ; deſcending to 
this groſs and extravagant Flattery, to prevent others 
Irom croſſing their Opinion. Otho inclined whally to 
the latter, approved of their Counſel, and comman- 
&:d the ſame to be put in Execution; for he was ſo 
txreamly uneaſie under this War, that he thought 
| ; "M4 WW it 
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it a leſs Puniſhment to loſe a Victory, than to be con 
tinually rack'd with Fears and Suſpences. Afterwhid 
it was agreed, That the Emperor ſhould not perſonally he 
the Battel, fo that being free from the doubtful Event 
the Field, be might reſerve himſelf for the main Fun 
the State; and he retiring to Brixellum, his Army 1 
vanc'd towards the Enemy, who lay encamp'd ng 
far diſtant. Orho's Soldiers were generally Men of uo. 
ble Preſence, ſtrong and valiant, but had but ſmall 
Experience in the War; on the contrary, thoſe of j3 
tellius were not only more numerous, but were olf 
diſciplin'd Men, and train'd up in Arms from thei 
Youth. Yet the Othonians, tho they were at firlt de 
ceiv'd, and almoſt confounded with a falſe Shewq 
Accommodation from their Enemies, attack'd then 
with great Courage and Brayery, and at the firſt On: 
ſet ſlew all the firſt Rank, and won the Eagle, the Bax 
tel continuing cruel and bloody on both fides. The 
Armies were extreamly incumber'd with Trees and 
Hedges, ſo that they were oblig'd to fight with but 
{mall Regularity, bearing down upon one another, 
Body to Body, Buckler to Buckler, hewing thei 
Way with their Swords and Battle-Axes, after a cot 
fus'd dreadful manner, each Man furiouſly contending 
asif the Event of the whole War depended upon his 
own ſingle Valour. At length the Vitellianiſti, bol 
by their Numbers and Skill gain'd upon the Flank 
of their Enemies, and the Prætorian Cohorts imm 
Tiately betook themſelves to flight; which ſhortly 
TH after cauſed the intice Defeat of the Orhcnians, Wit 
Le: Otho's fled towards Bebrizcum with great Confuſion, and 
ena miſerable Slaughter made by the Enemy, wht 
mel -* thought ic no Advantage to take many Prilc 
ners. | 
In the mean time Ocho at Brixellum waited for the 
News of the Battel with great Impatience; and ons 
of the firſt who brought him an Account of it v3 
2 Common Soldier, who being tax d with Falſhov 


l hap. IV. OTHO VII. | 1 69 
1-1 Cowardice by ſome Perſons about the Emperor, 
immediately fell upon his Sword at Otbo's Feet; 
be ſight of which he cried out, That he would cauſe 
| 9 Ruin of no more of ſuch valiant and worthy Soldiers ! 
1 Soldiers ardent Affection was ſuch, that they 
s not for any Comfort or Encouragement from 
noir Emperor, but gathering all about him, endea- 
rd to animate and revive his Courage, telling 
mal", That there were ſtill Forces ſufficient both for bis Re- 
end Security, and they would ſuffer all imaginable 
OUT i; 47d Extremities for bis ſake. They who ſtood at 
reat diſtance, lift up their Hands, and beſought 
1; theneareſt embrac'd his Knees, eſpecially Plotiur 
mu,the Prætorian Præfrect, beſeeching him, Not to a- 
dn ſo true and deſerving Soldiers, ſo loving and faithful 
; averring, That it was a greater Inſtance of 
mnanimity to ſuſtain, than to avoid the heavy Sbock 
nune; that brave and valiant Men ſupport themſelves 
pe againſt Fortune; white cowardly and impotent Spi- 
by Fear, are ſuddenly driven to Deſpair. But not all 
r Perſwaſions and Intreaties, nor all the apparent 
ſdability of Succeſs, if he would continue the War, 
ou in the leaſt divert him from that Reſolution he 
ding now taken ; a Reſolution ſo generous in its Na- 
n M8, that ſome Authors think it rather the Effect of 
bote ſudden Inſpiration, than of any thing that could 
Flamgrreed from a Temper ſo ſoft, and a Life ſo effemi- 
mme s his. Having made ſilence, he courageouſly 
hort\W: to them after this manner: I eſteem this Day as 
, Whore b2ypy and glorious than that wherein you made me 
„ , ſnce it bas manifeſted ſuch ſenſible Tokens of your 
who: ind Affection, and ſuch inconteſtible Proofs of your 
pile nd Loyalty ; therefore I beſeech you not to deny me 
Favour, which is, to ſuffer me to die juſtly and honou- 
pr tell fir be Safety of ſo many brave Soldiers and worthy N 
0 00988": 50 are. There can be no Occaſion for thoſe Le- N 
f by ana Forces coming to my Aſſiſtance, ſince the Enemy is 1 
* 7 Hannibal nor Pyrrhus ; therefore to hazard your 
* Virtue 
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Vertue and Valour in Dangers wholly needleſs, ; tm, 
Purchaſe of Life; and the greater Hopes you have of Sug 
the more honourable will be my Death, as being 9nlay 
and not by any Conſtraint, Aſſure your ſelves, I had 
die than reign Emperor, fince 1 can never ſo much ada 
the Roman State by Wars and Bloodſhed, as by ſanif 
my ſelf for the Peace of it ; and whereas others have pa 
ſed Fame and Glory by their well-governing and ſupp 
the Empire, I may reaſonably expect a Name for havin 
rather than to permit my Ambition to weaken or deſny 
And therefore I deſire that you won d take thu as an und 
ed Proof of my Courage and Reſolution, that I make m( 
plaints of hard Fortune or ill Succeſs ; for to blame 
Gods or Men, implies a mean and indirect Deſire of Lui 
After this Speech, in a courteous manner, he 
ſir d the old Men, and requir'd the young to yl 
themſelves to Vitellius as ſoon as poſſible, leſt byl 
lays they provok'd his further Diſpleaſure. Then 
buking the unreaſonable Fears of thoſe about 
without any alteration in his Countenance, or 
of Fear in his Speech, he retir'd to his Cham 
where he writ two gonſolatory Letters to his d 
and one to Meſſaliua, who had formerly been man 
to Nero, and whom he had deſign'd for his ow, 
commending his Memory and Aſhes to her. 
this he burnt ſuch Letters and Papers as might be 
judicial to any Perſon afterwards, and diltnd 
what Money and Jewels he had among his Fn 
and Domeſticks. Being prepar'd in this manner, 
reſolv d to die, a Tumult arifing, he perceiv d tix 
diers ſtopping and upbraiding thoſe who weteg 
away, as Traytors and Deſerters of their Soren 
Nay ther, ſaid he, Let us add this Night to our Ls 
forbad all Violence to be us'd, commanding his VB. be 
ber to be left open till it was very late, and order bing 
free Entrance to all who deſir'd to ſee him. Mons 
which, the Doors being ſecur'd, and having qua. 
his Thirſt with a draught of cold Water, be Bp... 


V. O T HO VIII. 177 i 
"ia Daggers, and having try'd and choſen the ſharp- 11 
ne laid it under his Pillow, and fell into a pro- KY 
lo: Sleep; but awaking about break of Day, and VE 
d ral ing one of his Servants remaining, he commanded 


tho kills 


do retire, and taking the Dagger, gave himſelf %, 

e occal Stab on the lefe Side, and with à ſingle 0. 
ban ended his Life. This was the remarkable I! { 
M of 0:50, the Eighth Emperor of Rome, but three 9 
i hs and five Days after he had traiterouſly mur- 1 
ra his prince, and uſurp'd the Empire; a Perſon, al 
| Tacitus Writes, who by two Acts, one the moſt de- Wl | 


e nd 
ame ei 
Li 
r, be 


able, and the other the moſt laudable, equally de- 1 
ed Infamy and Renown among Poſtericy. Moſt 5 
his Soldiers who were preſent about him, after 
had kiſs'd his Hands and his Feet, and given him 


o Character of a moſt couragious and magnani- 
R Emperor, kill'd themſelves about his Funeral 
Tha : and many who were abſent, underſtanding 


Manner of his Death, were fo deeply and ſeꝑſi- 
affected, that they ſlew one another. Finally, ma- 
ho, while he was living, deteſted and abhorr'd 
now as much applauded and extoll'd him; and 
ew to a common Opinion and Diſcourſe among 
People, Tbat be depos d Galba not ſo much out Am- 
4 to reſtore the Liberty of the Commonwealth. 
ever, his great Care for the Good of the Pub- 
had gain'd him the Affection of the Senate and 
ple of Rome, notwithſtanding all his Perſonal 
5; which may ſerve for one Inſtance to mani- 
the great Facility of any Prince's gaining the 
ts of his Subjects. 


Il. Shortly after the Death of Otbo, all the Sol- 4. D. 1. 
„ both Legionary and Pr #torian, repair'd to the 7o. 4. 
RUSS of Virginius. Commandet of the German bi 
ons, earneſtly begging him, To take upon bim the 


e of Emperor, off ring bim their utmoſt Service and TH 
nee; and if he thought fit not to accept of tbeir Em- 10 
| 2. Pes ; N 
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Vitellius 


made Em. 


p:ror, 


lens and Cæcinna, in order to obtain their Param, 
ginius alledged, That it wou d be a high piece 1 Indi 


manders overthrown at Bebriacum, as alſo for thi 


Soldiers, who committed ſuch Robberies and ( 


cCalamitous War; and in their Inſolencies they al 
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pire, that he wou d pleaſe to be their Ambaſſadn vl 


on, as well as Preſumption, to accept of the Emin: 

the Hands of a vanquiſh'd Army, ba ving refus d the | 
of the German Legions before Nero's Death, at « 
when his Succeſs wou d have been almoſt unqueſtimull 
but finding the Soldiers eager and tumultuoy;,| 
gave em ſome hopes of being their Ambaſſador i 
Mediator, till he had retir'd into his Lodging, ff 
whence he ſuddenly withdrew to a private Place, 
their Fury had ſpent it ſelf. But Rubrius Galla 
Perſon of conſiderable Note, immediately unden 
the Embaſly to Yitellius's Captains, where Peace 
Pardon was obtain'd for all the Soldiers and C 


Senators who had accompany'd Orho, and were g 
at Mutina, And at Rome, as ſoon as the Death 
Otho was publiſhed there, Flavius Sabinus, Pr 
of the City, aſſembl'd the Senators, who tho' tl 
hated Vitellius, immediately pronounc'd him EN 
ror with the uſual Solemaities, giving him the Ti 
of Auguſtus, and Pater Patriz, with other honounl 
Epithets, reſolving to return great Thanks both 
him and his Army for what they had done, UI 
at the ſame time Italy was ſeverely harraſs d by! 


rages, as exceeded all the Oppreſſions of the n 


no diſtinction between Perſons or Things ſacred 
profane. Vitellius was then in Gaul, and that he mi 
do ſome memorable Act of Juſtice before hs 
to Rome, he caus'd all the Rrætorian Cohotts, \ 
had been Inſtruments in Galb4's Death, and d 
Advancement, to be diſarm'd and depriy'd of 
Name and Honour of Soldiers, commanding # 
120 of the moſt-Guilty to be put to Death, wi 
he diſcover'd by their demanding a Neun, 
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ling of Galha. By which honourable AR he gave 
at hopes of an excellent Prince; but he immedi- 
ly let looſe the Reigns of his former Vices and 
ravagancies ; inſomuch that he deſerv'd to be 
Kd among the worſt of Princes, and the worſt 
Men. As ſoon as he began his Journey for Rome, 
rode through the Cities and Towns with all ima- 
ible Pomp and Pride. He ſtirr'd not upon the 
ers, but in his painted Galleys, curiouſly adorn'd 
h Garlands of Flowers, and profuſely furniſh'd 
h the moſt exquiſite Delicacies and Proyocatives 
Gluttony ; and in all his Journey there was no 
ler or Diſcipline either among his Soldiers or Ser- N 
ts, he himſelf being highly pleas d with their con- 
nal Rapines and Inſolencies, how inſupportable 
ver. For they were not _ with devour- 
all Places with Free Quarter, but they Enfran- 
d Slaves, beat, wounded, and raviſh'd at their 
ure. Upon his Arrival at Bebriacum, where the 
Battel was fought, he was very deſirous of ſeeing 
Place, where were great Numbers of ſcatter'd 
lies torn in Pieces, Limbs diſmally mangled, Fi- 
es of Horſes and Men putriſy d, and the Air and 
ond tainted with Stench and Blood, all which he 
7d with infinite Pleaſure and Satisfaction; and 
n ſeveral of his Train ſhew'd great Uneaſineſs 
the noiſome Smells, he impiouſly told em, That 4 
Enemy  (mells ell, but a Dead Gitizen better: Yet 
ediately to correct and qualifie the nauſeous 
hits, he call'd for large Quantities of Wine, and 
king publickly, he with the like Vanity diſtri- 
d the reſt among his Soldiers. | 

tellius being arriv'd at Rome, as in his Journey 
ite Ravages and Outrages were committed by 
ſarious Nations which accompany'd him, ſo his 
y with ſuch a numerous Army became a for- 
able Spectacle to the City; for he enter'd it as 
2 conquer d City, mounted upon a noble 

| Courſer, ; 10 
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finiſn'd, he immediately after caus'd himſelf to 
choſen Pontifex Maximus, and to be made perpe 
Conſul ; and took upon him ſuch Honours and Di 


ſhou'd not continue a Year compleat ; and he was ſo hi 


of the Party. Shortly after the publiſhing of his E 
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Courſer, adorn'd with his Military -Habilimeny, 


Senate and People of Rome going before him, a 
e 


he had triumpb'd over em, himſelf ſurrounded y 
Standards and Colours, and his Army marching 
him in a confus'd diſorderly manner. In this ill 
der he march'd up to the Capitol to ſacrifice to 

piter, from whence he repair'd to the Imperial | 
lace ; and the next Day commanding the Senate 
be aſſembl'd, he made a fulſome Speech, ext 
gantly magnifying and extolling his own Ach, 
miſing extraordinary Advantages from his Adnj 
ſtration, and was humbly anſwer'd by them, obe 
and honour'd as Emperor, and their Sovereign [y 
Departing from the Senate towards the Palace, 
was met with the Body of the Commons, who bai 
been accuſtom'd to flatter all in Authority, with 
conſidering Truth or Falſhood, highly applauded: 
bleſs'd their new Emperor; and when he deny d! 
Name of Auguſtus, they conſtrain d him to accept 
it; and he now took it with as much Vanity, s 
had before refus d it. Theſe firſt Solemnities be 


ties as he thought good, commanding Magiltrate 
be choſen ten Years before they enter'd upon tl 
Offices; which Arbitrary Proceedings ſoon prod 
him the Hatred of the City. And thinking by 
Induſtry to have prolong'd his Life, he baniſ d 
Rome and [taly all the Judicial Aſtrologers calld 

thematicians, becauſe they had ſaid, That" bis N 


ly incens'd againſt em, that if Information 
made againſt any one of that Profeſſion, he im 
diately order'd him to be Executed, without hea 


for their Baniſhmenc by the firſt of Otfober, 3" 
ting was ſet tp in the Forum to this effect: Ve, x 
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„ the ancient Chaldæans, give Warning to Vi. 
os Germanicus to depart the World by the Calends of 
__ October. That it might appear to all, what 
ample he deſign'd to follow in his Government, 
publickly ſacrific'd to the Manes of Nero, in a 
eral Aſſembly of the Prieſts in the Campus Mar- 
And at a ſolemn Feaſt, being much pleas'd 
h a Perſon play ing upon the Harp, he comman- 
bim to ſing ſomething in the Praiſe of Domiti- 
whereupon the Harper beginning one of Nero's = 
gs, he immediately leap'd up, and gave the firſt 01108 
kens of Applauſe. _ #1 
nthis manner Vitellius began his Empire, his Sol- Fl 
5 having leave to take their Fill of the Debauche- ki 
of the Town; ſo that in a ſhort time their Bo- 1 
were waſted, and enfeebled by Lazineſs, and F 1 
ir Spirits broken by Luſt and Luxury. The prin- 1 
al Affairs of State were manag'd by the Counſel 4 
Capricio of Players, Charioteers, and ſuch con- 1 
ptible Perſons, among which Aſiaticus his Freed- | 


, and memorable for nothing but his infamous "Mt 
e had a principal Place. He now abandon'd him- HE 

to ſuch Luxury and Profuſeneſs,to which he had fil. 
naccuſtom'd in the Reigns of Caligula and Nero ; 
cially to Gluttony, the abominable Exceſs where- 
urn'd him to a very Monſter: For he uſually eat 
tor fire Meals each Day ; and the better to ſu- 
n that courſe of Life, he brought his Body to a 
dit of Vomiting whenever he pleas d. All his Meals 
& prodigiouſly expenſive, tho' they were not al- 
js at his own Charge; for he frequently invited 

if to his Friends, to a Breakfaſt in one Place, to 
ner in another, to a Supper in a third, all in the 
& Day; and they generally entertain d him after 
ba ſumptuous Manner, that each Treat ſeldom 
lleß than Ten Thouſand Crowns. But the moſt 
Morable Supper made for him was by his Brother, 
Us firſt Arrival at Rome, in which were two o_ 

| an 


hy, 


towards all ſanguinary Acts, that he puniſſi d all f 


left unpractis d, to deſtroy ſuch Perſons of Quali 


f 
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ſand ſeveral Diſhes of Fiſh, and ſeven Thoufay 


Fowl ſetv'd up, the moſt valuable that, cou'dbep 
cur'd : Yet his own Profuſeneſs exceeded all thi 
the Dedication of that Charger, which, byreaſy 
its vaſt Capacity, he term'd Minerva's Target; 
which was a rich Olio made of the Sounds of the 
call'd Scarri, the Brains of Pheaſants and Peacuck,, 
Tongues of Birds call'd Phænicopterus, and the 5 


of Sea-Lampreys, brought from the Carpathian 


the furthermoſt Coaſts of Spain. For the making 
this prodigious Charger, he took care to have a | 
nace built on purpoſe in the Fields. Nor was hett 
inſatiable than unſeaſonable in his Gluttony, i 
being able to contain himſelf, during the time hey 
at Sacrifice, from plucking the Entrails, Corn, 
Meal, half-roaſt and parch'd, out of the Fire, to 
vour em. Tacitzs reports, that no Perſon in this f 
peror's Court, ſought to raiſe themſelves by Veri 
Abilities; the only way to Preferment, being 
profuſe Banquets and ſumptuous Treats made to 
Emperor ; who conſidering nothing but the prel 
Enjoyment of his Pleaſures, in four Months tl 
waſted above ſeven Millions of our Money, 4 
ruin'd many Cities and Families; ſo that 7% 
tells us, that if he had Reign'd long, the holen 
pire would not have been ſufficient to have mal 
tain'd his Gluttony. © 0 
During theſe Pleaſures, and afterwards, he ext 
ted barbarous Cruelties, ſuch as demonſtrated, 
Nero was his Example; and he was ſo eagerly N 


of People with Death, and upon the ſmalleſt Od 
ſions. There was no Fraud nor Hypocriſie which 


had formerly been his Aﬀociates and School-Felio 
carefling them at firſt, and giving them a Share in 
Government, till he ſhortly found Pretences tog 
dem. And going to viſit one of em in à Violent! 


* 
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yer, upon his deſiring to drink, he mingled Poyſon 
with Cold Water, and deliver'd ic to him with his 
wn Hands. He ſeldom or never excus'd ſuch Uſu. 
rers, Scriveners, or Publicans as demanded Payment 
f his former Debts ; of which Number one coming 
o ſalute him, he commanded him to be put to death 
immediately ; but his Mind ſuddenly changing, he 
ſent for him back: But as this Action was applaud- 
d by thoſe about him as a ſignal piece of Clemency, 
he caus'd him to be executed before his Face, de- 
laring, That he deſign'd only to feed b Eyes with the 
pectacle. Having condemn'd another to Death, he ex- 
cuted his two Sons with him, only for their preſu- 
ing to intercede for their Father. A Roman Knight 
ikewiſe being hal'd away to his Puniſhmenr, and cry-- 
ng out to the Emperor, That he had made bim bis Heir; 
e caus d him to produce his Will, and finding him- 
elf only Co-Heir with another Friend of the Teſta- 
or's, to make the Inheritance fully ſecure, he com- 
anded both to be executed. He likewiſe put ſeve- 
al of the meaner ſort to Death, only for deriding . 
he Colours of ſome Charioteers whom he favour'd, 
uppoſing that they did it in contempt of him, and 
hat they durſt not have been ſo audacious, but upon 
be hopes of a Revolution. He was ſuſpected alſo 
0 have been acceſſary to his Mother's Death, having 
ommanded that no Meat ſhou'd be given her, under 
fretence it wou'd injure her, by reaſon of her Sick- 
els; being induc'd to this by the Predictions of an 
Id Woman, whom he believ'd as an Oracle, and 
no had told him, That if be ſurviv'd bis Mother, be 
nd reign many Years in Happineſs and Security. Thefe 
prrid Vices only ſeem'd to put him in mind of his 
alted State, for elſe ſo ſtrange a Stupidity had ſeiz d 
In him, that if others had not known him to be the 
mperor, he himſelf would have foon forgot it. He 
Counted all bitter that was wholeſome and beneti- 
a,luffering nothing but what was pleaſant and in- 
© toxicating ; - 
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toxicating ; and fortifying himſelf with confused 
Mirth and Sottiſhneſs againſt all Dangers and Eg, 
gencies, he loſt the very Remembrance of Thing Eu 
paſt, and the Thoughts of Things to come; nor the 3, 
leaſt mention of War was made before him, and the 10 
Rumour and Diſcourſe of it was ſtrictly forbidden in Mo 
the City. | N 455 202 

Vitellius having by his abominable Life made him mo 
ſelf odious to the City, and by the daily Inſolen in 
cies and Cruelties of his Soldiers, inſupportable tg! the) 
the Country; the Legions in the Eft, tho in the be. Man. 
ginning of his Reign they refus'd not his Authority, 
now began to revolt, and ſhortly after unanimouſly 
refolv'd to make Veſp:fian their Emperor. Veſpajun 
had proceeded with great Bravery and Renown 
againſt the perfidious Fews, and had reduc'd moſt 
of their Country except Jeruſalem, when he heard d 
the Death of Nero, and the Succeſſion of Galba; whidl 
caus'd him to defer his deſign'd Enterprize again 
Feruſalem, {ending his Son Tita to know Galba's Plea 

_ lure. Tita was fo long ſtopp'd by contrary Windy 
that upon his Arrival on the Coaſts of Achaia in Gree 
he underſtood of Galba's Death, and Orho's Advance 
ment; which News caus'd him to return to his H 
ther in Fadæa. And during the civil Conteſt between 
Ocho and Vitellius, Veſpaſian continu'd Neuter, tho It 
acknowledged Ortho for Emperor, till Vitellias obtain 
the Victory and the Empire; a Matter no ways pla 
ſing to him, nor to the Commanders in the Eaf, A 
highly diſliking ſo vicious a Man, and ſo corrupt 

Governor as Vitellius: So that when the Day cam 

wherein they were to ſwear Allegiance to the Nei 
Emperor in the Preſence of Veſpaſan, they periormd 
the Solemnity with great Silence and Heavineſs An 
now Veſpaſizn renewing the War in Fades with er 
traordinary Fame and Honour, and having reſo 
upon the Siege of Jeruſalem ; the Murmurings 4 
Diſcontents increas'd againſt the new EmpaW.! 10 
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Oi only in Ve/p2fan's Army, but likewiſe in thoſe of Sy- 

„ and Egypt, as alſo in the other Legions of the 

%; inſomuch that they all fixed their Eyes upon 

alan, as a Perſon moſt worthy of the higheſt Au- 

he BW chority, and moſt able to put an end to the Miſeries 

in of his Country, reſolving to create, him Emperor 
againſt Vitellius. This Deſign was favour'd and pro- 

moted by the News they receiv'd, that the Legions 

in Meſia and Pannonia had the ſame Reſolution; for \ 

they being upon their March to Otbo's Alliftance ; 

and underſtanding of his Defeat and Death, recurn'd 

back, refuſing Obedience to Yitellius, whom they ha- 

ed, declaring themſelves ſhortly after for Veſpaſtan. 

Upon theſe Motions there paſs'd ſeveral Metlages 

and Letters between Alexander Governor of Agger, 

und Mutianas Governor of Syria, a Perſon of great 

Renown both in War and Peace, who concluded that - _ - 

Veſpafizn ſhou'd be Emperor, tho he utterly refus d it. Veſpaſian 

und this Matter being thus promoted, Alexander made ted 


he firſt Overture; and Veſpaſian was proclaim'd Em- „ Er. 
feror in his Abſence at Alexandria, all the Army ſtern Le 
onfirming it with extraordinary Applauſe, and pay- gion. 
ng their accuſtom d Homage. 
About eight Days after this, Veſpaſian's Army like- 
iſe proclaim'd him Emperor, and intreated him to 
ccept of the Government, which he reſolutely re- 
d upon many Accounts; which occafion'd ſeve- 
il ſecret Conferences between him and his Friends, 
b whom he urg'd the many Difficulties and Dan- 
ers that attended ſo great an Enterprize, particular= 
5 That in all Civil Diſſentions the Faith of Soldiers i: 
etually wawering ; therefore it wou d be indiſcreet, as 
el as diſhonourable, to bard bimſelf und his Reputation, 
gain Empire at this Age. That Wars of this Nature re- 
re infinitely more Vigour and Reſolution than all other: 
in private Enterprixes @ Perſon may proceed and ſtop 
lere be pleaſes ; but in gaining a Crown, there is no Me- 
im between the State of 4 Prince, and the Death of 4 

- 3 |  Trajtor. 
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the Facility of the Attempt, and the Duty incumbent um 
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Traytor. The more that Veſpaſian declin'd his own: 


Promotion, and the Ambition of an Empire, the 
more his Lieutenants endeavour'd to confirm in hin 


ha 


Empi 
ppon 
him to free the State from an uſurping Tyrant, and an 1115 
Army f Robbers, not Soldiers. Beſides theſe private if 14, 
Counſels, Mutianus told him openly and in publick ”_ 
That the Roman State was. now ſo miſerably degenerated ad 
by means of its corrupt Governors, that after your atebiev- od h: 
ing ſo many glorious Exploits, you muſt expect no Safety, 


for how many renown d Perſons have of late been deſtroy, . 5 
only becauſe their Merits and Vidtories diſtinguiſi d rente 
from the Vulgar : So that formerly ſeeking the Empire might, { 


miſerably ruin d, is an unpardonable piece of Sloth and 


' than in Peace; for they who deliberate to rebel, have 


have been term d Ambition and Treaſon ;- bus now the EN. Il par 
pire muſt be your only Refuge and Sanctuary. We riſe wt 
againſt Auguſtus, a Perſon of that profound Inſight and 
Prudence, nor againſ# the wary old Age of Tiberius, mr 
againſt the Houſe of Caligula, Claudius and Nero, rooted 
by ſo many Deſcents into the Empire: You alſo gave plat 
to the Antiquity of Galba's Family; but to ſleep now, an 
to abandon the State, to be thus abominably palluted, and 
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Cowardice ; tho” your living in this Slavery, were alwa 
as ſafe as it is diſhonourable. We are to meet an Enn 
enervated with Licentiouſneſs, Armies diſſolu'd in Eaſe an 
Luxury, and the very March of our Forces will immediatt 
Iiſchſe all the ſecret Diſtempers of the preſent Government 
Nor do 1 rely. more upon your Vigilance and Condutt, thi 
upon the Stupidity and Crueity of Vitellius. - And m 
than all, this our Cauſe, is for more juſtifiable in Wa 


ready rebell d. After this Speech, the reſt came mo 


boldly. about him, exhorting and perſwading hi hos 
and laying before him the Oracles and Prophecies. v, 
and the favourable Aſpects of the Heavens; l Fo 
finding all Ways ineffectual, his Soldiers fore d a. an 
compell'd him with their drawn Swords, thit 1 
ning him with immediate Death if he refpsd m, 

Empir | Ano; 
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Empire, as Foſephus and ſome others teſtifie. Where- 

pon Veſpaſian took upon him the Imperial Authori- 
„ and ſhortly after all the Armies in the Eaſt came 
bis Obedience and Service; as likewiſe did thoſe 
122 Pannonia, Noricum and Dalmatia. All things 
\Whicceeding thus proſperouſly on Veſpaſtan's ſide, he 
ada Council of War, with Mutianus, Alexander, 
„ad his Son Titus; where it was decreed, that Titus 
od continue che Wars againſt the Fews ; that Mu- 
ann With all poffible Diligence, ſhou'd with the 
reateſt part of the Legions enter Italy ; and that Veſ- 
ſan ſhou'd go to Alexandria to make Proviſion from 
|| Parts, and with a greater Power to paſs over into 
ih, there to join Mutianus, as Occaſion ſhou'd re- 
wire it: All which Deſigns were ſpeedily and di- 

gently put in execution. 3 
At the ſame time the Mæſian Legions hearing of 
vianus's defign'd Expedition, choſe Antonius Primus 
Ir their Commander, an excellent Soldier, who had 
en baniſh'd by Nero, and reſtor'd by Galba, and haſt- 
ed into Italy before Mutianus could arrive; either 

nth Deſign of ſhewing their extraordinary Readi- 
esto ſerve Veſpaſian, or in hopes of getting the Plun- 
er of that Country. Great Preparations on the Em- 
ror's fide were made againſt all theſe threatning 
aims, and tho he himſelf was fo bury'd in Luxury, 
o have but ſmall Concern for the Publick, yet his 
o chief Commanders, Valens and Cæcinna, at firſt 
great Diligence and Expedition, both in oppoſing 
e coming down of Antony from Maſia, and in pre- 
ning the landing of Mutianus, whom they expect- 
Ihortly in Tray. But as Antony had already enter'd 
E North. Neſt Parts of Italy, Cæcinna with the prin- 
al Forces of Vitellius, haſtned his March towards 
n, and arriv'd at Cremona, not far diſtant from 
E Enemy; but conbdering the Effeminacy of his 
My, he hearkned to the friendly Advice ſent him 
any, and perſuaded bis Soldiers, mt to truſt 
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to the enfeebl d Power of Vitellius, but to yield to the lll 7 
rits of Veſpaſian, while they cou d do it with the greuand 
Advantage and Security, Whereupon with ſome brot 
luctancy, they ſwore Allegiance to Veſpaſian ; but and 
this Action was inconfiderate, ſo was their Repen Vous 
tance ſudden, and their Indignation ſo violent, Hi ron 
they immediately imprifon'd their General asa T erde 
tor, and exhorted Antony to embrace the Empero For. 
Quarrel. Notwithſtanding they were without a ef 
neral, in the Heat of their Fury they reſolv'd to H Mar 
gage the Enemy; and marching directly towards eure 
tony, without a Leader, almoſt ſtarv'd with Hung bro 
and Cold, they fell in with him about the thi: 
Hour of the Night, preſſing forwards with gre 
Rage and Obſtinacy. Antony was ready toreceive'e 
and the Fight continu'd all Night very doubtful a 
cruel, with great Slaughter ſometimes on one fide 
and ſometimes on the other; and there cou'd 1 
be imagin'd a more dreadful Diſorder and Confal 
on than at preſent, proceeding from the loud Or 
cries and Shreeks of the Soldiers, the uſeleſs Power 
the Commanders, the ſmall hopes of Glory andt 
diſmal black Shades of the Night. Thus uncomſe 
table for both Parties, the Battel conrinu'd till c 
Morning, at which time they knew and talk d m1 
one another, intermitted the Fight, and gave Vid 
als to one another, and after their Repaſts ingagt 
ſecond time. But the Soldiers on 4ntony's fide (aluting 
according to their Cuſtom the Riſing Sun, the 
zellians immediately apprehended that Mutianus M 
arity'd, and ſhortly after betook themſelves to fig 
to Cremona, loſing above 30000 Men, There f 
ing Czcinna from his Impriſonment, they proc 
him to make their Peace; and the Mefian Legio 
immediately after made ſeveral Attacks upon 
4, and entring the Place, they laid it in Ali 
uſing all imaginable Outrages and Barbarities, 
Having no regard to Age, Sex or Dignity. 5 5 


IN > 


itelius was wallowing, in all manner of Luxury 
and Exceſs, when the News of this great Defeat was 
brought to him; at which he was ſo extreamlytarcl'd 
and irreſolute, that he became deſpicable and ridicy- 
Jous to all Men. But at laſt rouzing himſelf a little 
from his drowſię Life, and intoxicating Pleaſures, he 
order d Julius Priſcm, and Alphenus Varus, with what 
Forces he con d procure, to guard the narrow Paſſage 
f the Apennine Mountains, and prevent Antony's 
March to Rome, reſerving conſiderable Forces to ſe- 
cure the City under his Brother Lucius. At laſt 
through the inſtant Importunities of his Army lying 
Me van ia, aſſuminga great Train of Senators, partly 
pon Suit, and principally upon Fear, he repair d 
0 his Camp irreſolute of himſelf, and obnoxious to 
ll unfaichful Counſels. Nothingappear'd more ridi- 
dlous to the Romans, than to fee their Prince and 
ommander without Skill in Arms, void of Dire- 
tion and Counſel, demanding of others in what-Or- 
er to march, what Diligence was requir'd for Diſco- 
ries, what Means was to be obſerv'd to carry onthe 
ar, and upon every flying Rumour fearful in Coun- 
enance, and trembling in Body, and beſides all, moſt 
ommonly drunk. At length growing weary gf his 
amp, and underſtanding of the Revolt of his Fleet 
It Miſenum, he return'd to Rome, ever fearful of the 
alt Blow, and always careleſs of the principal Con- 
ern. But his Fears daily increaſing, he thought of 
Compoſition with Ye/paſian; and being offer d by 
ters from Antony and Mu:ianus, that if he wou'd 
eaceably reſign the Empire, his Life ſhou'd be grant- 
d him, and a Place and a Revenue ſufficient for his 
aintenance; hereupon in D:cemver, he deparced 
nt of his Palace in deep Mourning, with his Ser- 
ants all ſad and weeping abgur him, and his little 
jo carry'd in a ſmall Chair, as if it were to Wis Bu- 
a. All Perſons that had any Senſe of Human Inſta- 
Wy, were mov'd at this Object, to ſee an Empe- 
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' ror of Rome, juſt before Lord of the Univerſe, tx 
bandon the Seat of his Command and Fortune, and 
to ſink to nothing. Tacitus obſerves, that ſudden Vi 
olence deſtroy d Julius Cæſar, and ſecret Conſpiracy 
Caligula; Night and the obſcure Corner of a Coun 
try-Houſe cover'd Nero's Flight, Piſo and Galha dy{ 
as it were in the Field, but Vitellius in the Aﬀemhly fel tl 
of his own People, and amidſt his own Soldiers, H nn, 
ving utter d ſome Words agreeable to his preſent Milt 
fortune, That he gave Place in regard of Peace, and Me be 
Good of the Republick, only deſiring them to retain ſome Ri 
membrance of bim, and take pity of his Brother, bis Wif 
Vitellius and young Children; at length overcame with Tear 
Meri to re- he offer d his Sword to Cæcilius the Conſul, ſurren 
fen zie dring thereby the Power of Life and Death over thi 
Empire. Citizens. Which whenthe Conſul refus' d to accept 
he departed, proteſting, Thar be wou'd lay down all h 
Regalities in the Temple of Concord, and ſo asa bu 
Mn retire to his Brother's Houſe ; but being ſtopp'dh 
ſome who cry'd out, That he bim/eif was Concord 
he return'd, and not only proteſted that he rerain| 
his Sword, but that he allo accepted of the Surnam 
of Concord, and fo repaird to his Palace. 
Pitellius the next Day taking Courage from th 
Promiſes and Proteſtations'of the Soldiers and Cit 
zens, chang'd his Determination; which extreme] 
mov d Sabinus, Governor of the City, as havin 
been very forward in promoting the Reſignation 
and underftanding that ſome of Virellins's Party cant 
to murder him in his Houſe, he by the Inducemel 
of his Friends, with ſome Senators and Eęuitet fel 
on the Capitol, and was immediately beſieg d by! 
Vitellian Soldiers; fo that Rome, as well as Ih, 00 
felt the fatal Miſeries of Civil Conteſts. The ne 
Morning the Capitol was aſſaulted with great Fury 
but it being weakly provided, it was defended Wl 
no C᷑urage nor Order: And as in ſuch ſudden M 
fortunes it often happens, that all will "direc 1 
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mand, and few will obey and execute; fo, by 
eas of ill fighting, and worſe directing, after a 
(Woody Conteſt, the Capitol was enter'd by Force, and 
oof che Fury of the Soldiers, that glorious Edifice was 
in in Aſhes; the moſt deplorable Misfortune, as Ta- 
ass, and the moſt deteſtable Accident that ever 
d el che Roman People ſince the City was founded. 
ning this Combat and Conflagration Vitellius was 
i ding in the Palace of Tiberius, and with great Plea- 

e bche1d all the Paſſages in that diſmal Spectacle. 
ang Domitian, Nephew to Sabinus, and Son to Veſ- 
Vit 
ears 
ren 
r the 
cept 
lb 
* v1 
Letters and Meſſengers to Antony to beg for a 


vo 
nd 


the reſt were put to the Sword, except Sabinus, 
cared him by the Command of Vitellius. Soon af- 


m/s March towards Rome, and of Mutianus's Ar- 


, cſcap'd by Flight, in the Habit of a Prieſt, but 
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The Ca. 
pitol burnt 
the ſecond 


time, 


om the Soldiers took Priſoner, and ſhortly after 
the Death of Sabinus, Vitellius, underſtanding of 


lin Tah, he again began to ſeek for Peace, and 


cori npoſure; and he grew ſo timerous and dejected, 
tan he likewiſe ſent the Veſtal Virgins, as in a Caſe 
namic greateſt Extremity. But Antony being inrag d 


he Death of Sabinus, and the Deſtruction of the Ca- 


m wy; wou'd hearken to no Treaty, nor come to any 


| Cit 
mel 
having, relolutely determining to defend themſelves to 
ation laſt. So there being both within and without, 


mpoſition, but continu'd his March even to the 


ls of Rome, where the Virellian Forces expected 


ca verous Armies of the beſt Soldiers in the World, 


eme y attack d the City on three ſides, and che Va. 
„eg fally'd out in as many; and there began at 
by 088" of em the moſt Eruel Battel that ever the Romans 

no 
ene 
Fury 


iquelts, and the Vizellians ſupported by Fury and 


nM 
K 1 
man 


1 the Streets. The People ſtood by and look'd 


air. After the Battel had continu'd a whole Day, 
derer were driven into the City, and a dread- 
laughter of 'em made in the Campus Martius, and 


ain d, the Haviam being elevated by their former 


on 


1 2 — 
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on as they fought ; and as at ſome remarkable Men 
or Paſtime clapp'd their Hands, incouraging ſonllilh 
times one Party, and ſometimes the other, and wii 
either Side turn'd their Backs, and hid themſelye 
Horſes or Shops, they cry'd to have em pluckq 
and kill'd, and fo gain'd themſelves the greateſt Þ 
of the Prey: For while the Soldiers were bifily « 
ploy d in Slaughter and Bloodſhed, the Spoil felltof 
ſhare of the common People. They were now q 
brating their Saturnalia; and rather than not eny 
the Pleaſures of the Feſtival, they converted thecy 
mon Calamity into Mirth and Jollity, haying a} 
lith in their greateſt Miſeries. Throughout the wht 
City there was both a barbarous and ſhame ful Sped 
cle; and a ſcandalous mixture of Cruelty and Ley 
nels; in one place Slaying and Wounding, in a 
ther Tippling and Bathing ; here ſtreams of I 
and heaps of mangled Bodies, and hard by lewd! 
bauchees, and ſhameleſs Strumpets ; in ſum, all 
abominable Licentiouſneſs of'a moſt diſſolute and 
otous Peace, and all the deplorable Miſeries 9 
moſt dreadful and cruel Captivitix. 
Thus was this mighty City, the Head and! 
preſs of the World, taken by her own natural 
jects; and as it was fatal to many Thouſands, 
was no leſs to Viteſlius himſelf, who wich great! 
and Confuſion, retir'd privately to his Wite's H 
on Mount Aventine, deſigning to haye fled ! 
Night to Tarracina to his Brother, and the Col 
there. But immediately changing his Mind, 
as it happens to Men in extream Danger, fearin 
Things, and moſt diſſiking the preſent, he ren 
again to his Palace, now void and deſolate, 6 
baſeſt and meaneſt Servants being either fled a 
or elle purpoſely avoiding his Preſence. This ul 
al Silence and Solitarineſs extreamly aftonilh d 
and after much ſorrowful Wandering and Wenn 
he caſt himſelf into an obſcure cloſe Corner, 
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ence he was ſoon after pluckt out, by a Party of 
e conquering Side. To whom he pretended he had 

crets of the higheſt Importance to diſcover to Ve- 

fan, and very ſervilely begg'd em to,keep him, 
vin Priſon, till his Arrival at Rome. But all was 

rain, for without attending any further Determi- 

tion or Counſel, they bound his Hands behind 
m, throwing a Halter about his Neck, and tear- 
p his very Cloaths 6ff his Back, they drag'd him 
If naked into the Publick Forum, through the main 

eet call'd Via Sacra, upbraiding him all the time 
th a thouſand opprobrious Words, and treating 
with all imaginable Indignities, tying his Hair 
ckward, as is uſual to the moſt execrable Male- 
tors, and holding the Point of a Sword under his 

in, ap . bending down his Head he might pre- 
nt the ſnewing his Face: Some pelted him with 

ng and Filth, others revil'd him wich his Glytto- © 
and his vaſt Diſh, others call'd him Incendiary, 
| others reproach'd him with the Imperfections of 
Body, as beiug of an enormons Tallneſs, having 

ery red Face, a prodigious Belly, and a diſtorted 
ig; till at length they brought him to the Ge- 4 | 
ie, and kill'd him with many Strokes and Wounds ; Vitelling” - -| 
m whence they dragg'd him with a Hook, and lain 
f all poſſible Ignominy threw him into the Tiber. 
Is was the diſgraceful End of Vitellius, the Ninth 
peror of Rome, inthe 57th Year of his Age, after 

bott Reign of eight Months and five Days, tho' 

nus leems to aſcribe a longer Reign to him; a 
[gn which, together with that of his two Prede- 
rs, Galba and Ortho, makes not much above eigh- 

0 Months ; which occaſion'd ſome Writers not to 

em into the Catalogue of Emperors, and Plutarch 
ompare em to Kings in Tragedies, who laſt no 
her than the time that they appear upon the Stage. 

Death of this Emperor was accompany'd with 

of his Brother Lucius Vitellius, and his only ID 
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11 D. HE Death of Vtellius, and the overthn 
70, of his Party, rather finiſh'd the War than 


188 The Roman Hiſtory. ©: Bool 4 
which may be ſaid to be an Addition to the Punil No 
ment of this Uſurper and Tyrant; a Perſon want 
Life was moſt impious, whoſe Advancement „ eſt 

moſt Villanous, whoſe Adminiſtration was moft 


Ma 
dious, and whoſe Death was moſt Ignominions, Wknd; 


— — 


— 
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From the Death of Vitellius, to the Death 
Veſpaſian, the Tenth Emperor ; who. ren 
the Empire in a great meaſure to its fo 
Glory. | Wo 


Containing the Space of about Ten Tears. 


gan a real Peace. For the Conquerors purſu'd ti 
Enemies throughout the Ciry with implacable 
tred and Fury; the Streets were inhumanly pavd u 
dead Carcaſſes, the ſacred Temples and publick Pla 
diſmally imbru'd with Blood; every Man lying f 
where it was his Fortune to be overtaken, with 
diſtinction of Place or Perſon ; And Licentiouſa 
increaſing, they began to ſearch Houſes, and d 
out ſuch as were hid, maſſacring all Soldiers, and 
others whom they ignorantly or maliciouſly accoul 
ed ſuch ; ſatiating themſelves while their Cho 
continu'd freſh with nothing but Blood and De 
ction. But as the Heat of their Rage and Fury! 

aſſwag' d, they converted their Cruelty into Cd 
touſneſs; ſuffering no Cloſer to eſcape untiffd, 
no ſecret Place unſearch'd, pretending that ths 
tellian were conceal'd there; which was a ſpeci 
Pretence of breaking open all Houſes ; and if 
ſiftance were made, a fair Occaſion of new Mall 
= 


3 


des the Soldiers, the Mob and beggarly Scum of 
people, now with the foremoſt, grew trium- 
nt in Plundering and Villanies; ſome of the 
leſt Bond- men voluntarily diſcover'd their weal- 
Maſters ; ſome were detected by their neareſt 
nds ; dreadful Lamentations and Outcries were 
rd in every Street, and the City appear'd as a 
e expos d and abandon'd to the furious Ravages 
2 mercileſs Enemy: Inſomuch that the Inſolen- 
occaſion'd by the riotous Soldiers of Orho and 
a us, fo much deteſted before, were now accoun- 
U nconſiderable Evils, comparatively with the pre- 
4 Calamities. Among many Perſons of the high- 
ua ank, the late Emperor's Brother Lucius was put 


Death; a Perſon in Vices equal to his Brother, 


far more vigilant in hisReign ; and not fo much - 
ker with him in his Proſperity, as violently 
yd away with the Current of his Adverſity. 
ſhortly after, at the Arrival of Mutianus to the 
y, and the Return of Domitian, who had abſcon- 


king of the Capitol the Murders and Ravages in 
City ceas'd, and there began ſome Order to ap- 
in the State. | 


Power which Auguſtus, Tiberius and the reſt en- 
0, was confirm'd to him as Hereditary. A Frag- 
It of this Law is ſtill extant ; which, by reaſon 

ſbewing the Extent of the Authority of Veſpa- 
and all other Emperors, I have here alerted as 
Ws: Ler it be lawful for bim to make a League 
whom be pleaſes, as it was lawful to Divus Augu- 
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lince the Death of his Uncle Sabinus, and the 


Tiberius Julius Cæſar Auguſtus, and Tib. Clau- 
Czlar Auguſtus Germanicus, &. As alſo to 
tbe Senate, make Report, diſmiſs, and make Sena- 
alulta by Reporting and Separation, as it was law- 


ful 


he Senate was aſſembl'd, and Veſpaſian declar'd Veſpatn | I 
ror by the unanimous Conſent of all, the Lex made En- 
js being renew'd to him in particular; and the P 
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ſal co Divus Auguſtus, Tiberius Ju. Czfar Augijy 
and Tiberius Claudius Cæſar Auguſtus: Germanig 
Moreover, when as by bu Will, Authority, Comma 
Mandate, or be being preſent, the Senate ſhall be alt 
it jball be as effeftual, to all Intents and Purpoſes, arif 
Senate had been afſembl'd or beld by Law. Mn 
whomſoever be ſhall commend to the Roman Senate or} 
ple, that ſtand for any Magiſtracy, Power, Command 
Charge, or to whomſoever he ſhall give or prbiniſe bis A 
Frage, llt bim be cinſider'd beyond the uſual Form in 
Comitia. As alſo it may be lawful for him to inlarge1 
Pomerium, F be think it convenient for the Comm 
wealth, or agreeable to the Majeſty of all Things Di 
or Humane, Publick or Private, let him have Right | 
Authority to act and do, ſo as it was lawful: for Dj 
Auguſtus, Tiberius Ju. Cæfar Auguſtts, and Tiber 
Claudius Cæſar Auguſtus Germanicus. Mora 
from ſuch Laws and Plebiſcita as it was Ordain'd, i 
Divus Auguſtus, Tiberius Ju. Cæſar Augultns, 
Tib. Claudius Cæſar Aug. Germanicus ſhow'd bef 
from thoſe Laws and Plebiſcita, let the Emperor 

Veſpaſian be freed. And what Things ſoe ver, by 
Law or Rogatio ſeever Divus Auguſtus, Tiberias 
Cæſar Auguſtus, and Tib. Claudius Cæſar Augil 
Germanicus ought to do, Jet it be lawful fer the EN 
Cæſar Veſpaſian Auguſtus to do tbem all. Morin 
what Things ſoever that before the Rogatio of this 

were ated, done, decreed or commanded by the EN 
Cælar Veſpaſian Auguſtus, or by any other, by u 
of bis Command or Mandate, let them be belt as af 
Valid, as if they bad been done by Command of tht " 
or Commons. After which follows the Sanctios in i 
Words. If any Perſon by Virtue of this Law bas a 
ſhall do any thing againſt the Lavi Rogationes, Pl 
ſcita, or Senatuſcontulta, or ſhall nur do what bt 0 
to bave done accerding to any Law, Rogatio, Plebilai 
or Senatuſconſultum, and that by Virtus of thi 

let no Damage from thence happen to him neither by 


- 
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any thing to the People for this Matter, nor let any 
in Action againſt bim, nor let any Perſon judge bim, 
permit the Matter to be debated before bim. Many 
uriers were immediately diſpatch'd to Veſpaſian, 
at Alexandria in Egypt, to yield Obedience to. 
in behalf of che Senate, and to defire his return 
dome; but the Winter being dangelbus for ſailing, 
eferr'd his Voyage to a more convenient Seaſon. 
The Civil Miſeries of Rome it ſelf were now at 
nd, but ſuch violent Commotions were rais d 
zu] and G-rmany, as extreamly endanger'd the 
ce and Safety of the Empire. Theſe were firſt 
lion d before the Death of Vitellius, by the craf- 
aſtigations of Claudius Civilis, a Perſon of great 
johs, and of as great Reputation among his 
ntrymen the Batawvians in the Lower Germany, 
having been ſent in Chains to Nero, and freed 
la, came into Danger under Vitellius, the Ar- 
inſtantly demanding his Death. Beſides his 
ncrymen, now the Inhabitants of Holland, he 
ted his Neighbours the Caninefates to this Rebel- 
and by ſecret Meſſages, and large Promiſes 
over the Auxiliaries of Britain, and the Batavwi- 
dhorts, then quarter d at - Moguntiacum, now 
. Thele drew out and deſtroy'd the Roman 
fiſons, overthrew Aquilias, Captain of the ad- 
d Guards; and after him Mummius Lupercus the 
tenant, Herenniu, Gallus endeavouring to prevent 
March of theſe Cohorts, was likewiſe overpow- 
by 'em; and as Vitellius had drein'd theſe Parts 
diers againſt O:ho and Veſpaſian, Civilis for a 
wet wich but a ſmall Reſiſtance. Having ga- 
d together a conſiderable Force, for a more co- 
Idle Pretence he cans'd his Army to ſwear to 
u, and beſieg'd ſuch as refus'd in the old 
P; after which the Romans mutinying againſt 
us their General, the Command was given 
Ws, an eminent Soldier, and Herennius Gallus 
Was 
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De Roman Hiſtory. Boch 
was made his Lieutenant, Vola in his firſt Eng 
ment with Civilis was oblig'd to retreat, but f 
ſecond he overthrew him, tho without any profil 
of finiſhing the War; for the News of Viteljuss Da 
through Gaul and Germany increas'd the Dilor 
and Commorions in all Parts. And now Gall 
without any pretence of Friendſhip to pat, 
his Deportment ſhew'd himſelf an Enemy to the] 
mans in general; and the Soldiers of YV:tellius,byn 
ſon of their ill Actions, rather choſe an exten 
Servitude, than the Government of Peſpaſian”: 
Gault likewiſe took new Courage and Reſoluti 
interpreting the Burning of the Capitol. to preſapet 
Ruin and Deſtruction of the Empire. Whereny 
the Treviri, and the Lingones, two conſiderable N 
tions revolted, and all Gaul was in a tortering 1 
unſettl'd Condition; and what ſtill prov'd more q 
gerous, the Legions themſelves were corrupted, 1 
became Traytors to their Country, a Thing unkng 
till now among the Romans. Having murder d] 
la their General, they perfidiouſly took an Oath 
the Empire of Gaul; and to theſe other Legion 
ſeveral Places join'd themſelves, ſome being beſe⸗ 
reduc'd to Extremity, and afterwards cut in Pi 
by Civilis, according to their Deſerts. And 
Diſturbances increaſing, Julius Sabinus, one 0 
Revolters, taking upon him the Name of Ce 
a numerous and diſorderly Body of Men againl 
Sequani, who not refuſing Battel, routed ide 
fus'd Multitude, and put Sabinus to flight. © ** 

Theſe dangerous Diſturbances being reportel 
Rome with Enlargements, the Senate wer&infg 
Confternation, and Mutianus had no leſs Com 
upon him, who together with Ye/paſian's Son! 
tian ſet forward for the War, with great Ce 
diſpatching four Legions towards Gertany, unde 
Command of Petilius Cerealis. By which Um 
Gauls, principally by the Means of Fuliws f 


* 
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began to conſider and reflect on the mighty Power 
of the Romans, and at length approv'd rather of a 
zrvile Peace, than a dangerous and fatal War; Ce- 
uls allo gave the Treviri 2 great Overthrow, and 
noſt of the Revolters return'd to Obedience. Short- 

y after which, he came to a general Battel with 
vilis, and his Aſſociate Claſſicus ; in the Beginning 
ff which he was much overpower'd, for the Legions 
gan to be broken, the Cavalry were put to Flight, 
nd his Bridge over the River Moſella poſſeſsd by the 
nemy ; yet after all theſe great Diſadvantages, Ce- 
uls by his extraordinary Care and Diligence re- 
over'd all; and not only routed the Enemy, but 
Iſo took and deſtroy'd their Camp. Mutianus and 
Imi:ian receiv d News of this Succeſs before their 
al at the Alps, and Mutianus diſſwaded the o- 
« againſt proceeding in their March, well know- 
g his ambitious and haughty Temper, which al- 
ady had diſclos'd it ſelf to the diſquieting of the 
ity ; but his Advice not ſucceeding, he went with 
imas far as Lyons, out of Compliance, from whence, 
it is ſaid, Domitian wrote privately to Cereals, to 
liver up his Army to him, that he might have an 
pportunity of rebelling againſt his Father, or of ri- 
ling his Brother Titus. But perceiving that he was 
ntemn'd upon the account of his Youth, he care- 
Ily betook himſelf to ſuch Courſes as might | beſt 
nceal his Deſigns. Shortly after Civilis recruited 
(augmented his Forces throughout Germany, and 
tals allo doubled his Strength; whereupon ſeve- 
lengagements enſu'd, the effects of which was at 
tan Accommodation. For the Batawians were ſo 
rely chaſtis'd, that they gladly accepted of a 
rice, as well as Civilis of a Pardon, both of which 


te freely offer d by the Roman General. , 

During the time of theſe violent Commotions in The þ-f E. 

many and Gaul, thoſe Scytbians call'd Sarmatæ ſud- 2 F = 

lly paſs'd the River Ifer into Mæſia, and purſu'd aden N- 1 
Wo their tion 
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War being thus ſpeedily finiſh'd, the General, to p 


after ſome Ages they over- ran and deſtroy d the Ri 


his Tribunal, beſeech'd him moſt humbly, Tbat 


The Roman Hiſtory. © Bock 
their March with ſo much Celerity and Fury, thy 
they deftroy'd ſeveral of the Roman Garriſons, tog 
ther with Fonteius Agrippa the Lieutenant, after a yl 
liant Reſiſtance, and waſted all the adjacent Coup 
tries with Fire and Sword. Veſpaſian hearing of thi 
at Alexandria, and the Ravages made in Mzſia, ſent 
Rubrius Gallus to ſtem this furious Torrent, by whay 


great Numbers were ſlain in Battel, and the reſt di 
ven with great Terror into their own Country. Thy 


vent any further Attempts, fortify'd the Places wit 
{ſtronger Garriſons and Forts, by which Means dh 
Enemies Paſtage became more impracticable. Thel 
firſt Eruptions of the barbarous Northern Natiog 
ought the more to be noted and obferv'd, becau 
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Veſpaſian continu'd ſeveral Months at Alen 
where he receiv'd great Honours and Offers of Fo 
ces from many Foreign Potentates, and during 
Stay in that Place, this remarkable Accident is i 
lated of him by the beſt Authors. A blind and 
lame Man, of mean Condition, and of the vilg 
Rank, preſenting themſelves to him as he fat up 


wou'd vonchſafe to cure em, for they bad been admuij 
by their God Serapis in a Dream, that if he pleai d 
to Spit upon the Eyes of one, and but touch the other 
his Heel, both of em ſhou'd recover and be cur d. Veſpt 
doubting much of the Succeſs, durſt not put it 
Practice; till being over-rul'd by the Importunit 
and Perſwaſions of his Friend, he try'd both Me 
before the whole Aſſembly, and found the Peri 
effectually cur d. Before his Voyage to Rome be. 
der'd his Son Titus to continue the Wars againſl 
goes well knowing his extraordinary Skill 

alour; and fetting Sail from Alexandria, he tous 
at Rhodes, and from thence paſting to Grech 


cap. V. VESPASIAN X. 195 
honour'd ſeveral Cities there with his Preſence, ſail- 
ing from thence to Traly. Never any Prince in the 
World was more zealouſly expected, or more trium- 
phantly receiv'd, than Veſpaſian; all rightly judging 
Him to be a Perſon of thoſe Vertues and Excellen- 
ries a5 might beſt recover the languiſhing State ofthe 
man Empire. He was met many Miles from Rome 

y che Senate and Nobility of the City, and by above 
af the Citizens, who were fo deſirous of ſeeing 
im, that they cou'd not contain themſelves in the 
ity-Walls, ſuch tranſports of Joy appear'd in every 
an's Face. The reſt receiv'd him at his Entrance 
ich their Wives and all their Children; and he was 

|| the Way entertain d with yoyful Applauſes, and 
dad Acclamations, reſounding at once from many 
undred thouſand Mouths, and calling him their Be- 
factor and Conſerver, and the only Perſon worthy to be 
mperor of the World ! The whole City, as a Temple, 
45 all hung with magnificent Garlands, and full of 
ecious Odours and Perfumes ; ahd the infinite 
hrongs and Multitudes of People were ſuch, that 

e Emperor with great Difficulty arfiv'd at the Pa- 
ce. The whole Body of the People were feaſted by 

ir Tribes, Kindreds, and Neighbours ; and ſacrifi- 

Ins to their Gods, they requeſted, Thar Veſpaſian 
pbt continue their Emperor many Years, and bi Son Ti- 

b ofter him, and that the Empire might never depart from 
Family. And Veſpaſian, now fifty nine Years of 
ge, began immediately to act conformably to the 
opes all Men had conceiv'd of him, in adminiſtring 
lice, in reforming the Laws and Cuſtoms of Rome, 
mourably rewarding thoſe who had ferv'd him, and 
tdoning his Adverfaries with ſingular Clemency. 


us againſt the Fews, who eſteeming themſelves vier of che 
Favourites of Heaven, notwithſtanding in a de- Jews. 
ndle Manner tanguifh'd under all the Miſeries and : 
Uamities which poſſibly cou'd befall Mankind ; 

| O 2 and 


In the mean time Titus in Fudza carried on the 25. ,.. 
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and, as our Bleſſed Saviour told his Diſciples, ach 
never bapned from the Creation of the World to that ting, 
nor never ſhould again. Famines, Plagues, Earthquake 
Prodigies in Heaven and Earth, Voices, Armiesfighs 
ing in the Air, and a Flaming Sword hanging one 
Feruſalem, were ſo many fatal Preſages of the Dy 
ſtruction of that glorious City and Temple nog 
threatned by the Roman Eagles: And certainly ther 
never was a more ſignal Inſtance of a ſevere Viſtas 
on from Heaven upon a People, who by their obi 
nate Blindneſs and Impieties, had made themlelng 
moſt miſerable Objects of Divine Wrath, and full 
ripen'd themſelves for Vengeance. Before Tirus's E 
pedition againſt Feruſalem, the Fews were grievoul 
embroil'd in Factions and Diſſentions, deſtroying 
and robbing one another in all Parts; at lengthgred 
Numbers turning open Robbers, they gather'd tog 
ther in whole Troops, committing ſuch Ravagesaul 
Cruelties, as equall'd all the Misfortunes they 
ceiv'd from the Romans. Afterwards the Robbe 
loaden with Pillage and Plunder, broke into Fer 
lem it (elf, where they not only conſum d the Pron 
ſions of the People, but fill'd the City with milen 
ble Slaughters, Rapines, and Diſſentions. They al 
the Principal of the Citizens into Priſon, and the 
put em to Death unheard; pretending that they q 
ſign'd to have betray' d the City to the Romans; | 
after all theſe horrid Impieties, they boaſted of l 
for the Law of God, and theCuſtoms of their Coum 
and thereupon were: term'd Zealots. Finding it 
People were ready to oppoſe em with Arms, ti 
retir'd to the Temple, where they made an ignom 
Fellow call'd Phanias High-Prieſt, tho he was not 
the Sacerdotal Order; but they were ſharply refill 
by Ananus the High Prieſt, who procur'd the Pedl 
to riſe againſt em, and forc'd 'em into the 10V 
Part of the Temple. Upon which Exigency u 
ſent to the Idumæans, accuſing Ananus of LY 


ng the betraying of his Country, and imploring their ,_ if 
8 Afiftance, /ince they themſelves, 2bo fought for the Li- 
VM rt of it, were nom cloſely beſieg d. The Idumeans im- 
WW nediacely came to the Number of Twenty thouſand 
cn, who being let into the City by Means of the 
2. los, together with them committed moſt inſup- 
00 portable Outrages againſt the miſerable Inhabitants. 
They maſſacred eight thouſand the firſt Night, and 
awards welve thouſand of the Nobility, among 
„hom was Ananus, beſides an infinite Number of the 
u ommon Sort; but at length the Idumæans perceiv- 
ull ing the Impieties of the Zealots, and that they had 
E ally accus d the Nobility, ſet at Liberty two thou- 
ad whom they had impriſon'd, and return'd home. 
j lter whoſe Departure, the Zealots renew'd their 
—:pincs and Slaughters, and rag'd more cruelly than 
er, eſpecially againſt ſuch as endeavour'd to fly 
o the Romans. "© 
But ſhortly after the Zealots were divided among 
hemſelves, by reaſon of one John, who with a Se- 
litious Party holding Giſcala, pretended to accept 
df thoſe Articles granted by Titus, and privately 
etird to  Feruſalem. There joining with the Zea- 
, and. becoming the principal Incendiary, he now 
fected Sovereign Power over the reſt, but was vio- 
ently oppos'd by ſuch as before had been his Equals. 
let tho' they diſagreed in this Matter, they all ac- 
orded in plundering the People; and Feruſalem be- 
ng thus fill'd with Tumults and Diſturbances, thoſe 
o were without the City had liberty to rob and 
Illage, and thoſe whoſe Towns were deſtroy'd by 
tele Means, aſſembled together in the Deſarts, and 
niting, broke into other Temples and Towns; fo 
Mat there was no Place in Judæa which did not ſuf- 
er in a moſt unheard of manner. In a ſhort time a 
e Faction was rais'd againſt the Zealors by one Si- 
the Son of Giora, who gathering together great 
Maltitades of Robbers and Murderers who were got 
| O 3 | into 
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The Roman Hiſtory. Book J. 
into the Mountainous Parts, attack'd many Citig 
and Towns, reduc'd all Idumæa into his Power, waſt. 
ed Judæa, encamp'd himſelf before Feruſalem it ſelf 
and became a mighty Terror tothe Inhabitants, why 
were moſt miſerably oppreſs'd by the Zealors: within 
In the mean time ſuch Idamæans as had lately fled ins 
to the City, and join'd themſelves with the Zealy 
deteſting the Cruelties of John, whom the Zeal 
had choſen for their Commander, oppos'd his Pro- 
ceedings, kill'd many of his Men, and forc'd the Ty- 
rant out of his Palace into the Temple; but the G 
tizens fearing that he might deſtroy the City in the 
Night, agreed to let in Simon with his Army, why 
entring the City, vigorouſly attack'd the Temple, but 
in vain. Immediately after Eleazer, who once hat 
been chief among the Zealots, envying the new An 
thority of Jobn, found Means to draw over many 0 
his Soldiers to him, and ſeiz'd on the inward Part d 
the Temple; ſo that now a third Faction was raid 
and John was oblig'd to fight both againſt Simon an 
Ekleager. By which Means the Temple and Alt 
were abominably polluted with Blood, all Things# 
bout it were burnt up, and Proviſions deſtroy'd, whi 
might have ferv'd the City for many Years, and id 
want of which it ſuffer'd ſo extreamly in a ſhore tin 
after. So that that renowned City which was lol 
merly celebrated for Peace and Unity within it { 
now became the Place of all imaginable Diviſion 
Diſtractions and Confuſion. 28 
Feruſalem was involy'd in all theſe miferable Cal 
mities, when Titus with a powerful Army approaci 
the Place to Inveſt it, being accompany'd with 
lexander Governor of egypt, and Foſepbus the fel 
who for the Truth of his Prediction was now fre 
from his Impriſonment. Titus ſat down within 8 
or ſeven Furlongs of the City, a ſhort time belo 
the Feaſt of the Paſſover, and ſhut up an infinite Mt 
titude of People, who according to the oy 
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| came from all Parts to that great Solemnity; by 
which Means all Proviſions were conſum'd in a ſhore 
pace. The Three Factions, upon the ſight of this 
numerous Army, unanimouſly agreed to oppoſe it, 
and ſallying out with great Reſolution and Fury} put 
the Romans to diſorder, oblig'd em to abandon their 
Camp, and fly to the Mountains; but the Fews 
were at laſt repell'd, and forc'd into the City by the 
extraordinary Skill and Valour of Tirus, who highly 
jenaliz'd himſelf in this and all other Actions in the 
Siege, During all Intermiſſions of the Beſiegers At- 
acks, the Civil Conteſts were reviv'd within the Ci- 
ty with great Slaughters and Confuſions ; and upon 
he Feaſt of Unleavened Bread, on the Fourteenth of 
Vril, Eleazer and his Companions open d the Gates, 
hat all Perſons might have Liberty to pay their De- 
otions in the Temple. But Jobn us d this Feſtival as 
Means to effect his treacherous Deſigns, cauſing 
great Numbers of his Aſſociates to enter in among the 
eople with Weapons under their Garments, to get 
ofſeffion of the Temple; who as ſoon as they were 
nter'd caſt off their Garments, and ſhew'd them- 
elves in Armour. Immediately a dreadful Tumult 
ole in the Temple; for all the People who were nor 
{ the Sedition thought themſelves betray'd, and the 
[ealots imagining this Treaſon only practis d to pre- 
udice them, abandon'd their Poſt, leap'd from the 
Lowers, and fled into the Vaults about the Temple": 
Ind the People flocking about the Altar, and others 
no were driven into the Temple, were kill'd with 
lubs and Swords, and trodden under Foot after a 
arnarous Manner. Great Numbers were ſlain upon 

ate Reſentments, and all ſuch as had formerly 
ended theſe Traitors were deſtroy'd without Mer- 
J but they who cruelly rag'd againſt the Inno- 
at, gave the Offenders leiſure to eſcape out of 
deir Vaules, by which Means they gain'd the in- 


ad Part of the Temple, and with great Slauahter 
O 4 | aſſault- 


The Roman Hiſtory. Book 
aſſaulted the other Parties; ſo that at length the Fz 
ctions were reduc'd to Two, that under Fobn con- 
ſiſting of 8400, and the other under Simon of 10000 
fighting Men, beſides ooo Idumæant. Notwith. 
ſtanding the Enemy was at the Walls, and to op 
pole them they generally joyn'd their Forces; ye 
upon all Intermiſſions they violently rag'd againf 
each other, and both againſt the Citizens; ſo that 
never any City in the World was more ſeverely ha 
raſs'd without, and more miſerably torn within. 
The City being ſtrongly fortify'd with three Wal 
on every ſide, except where it was fenc'd with deep 
Vallies, Titus found great Difficulties in the Sieg 
but having with much Oppoſition plac'd his En 
gines, he batter'd the outward Wall, and breaking 
in on the third Day of May poſleſs'd all the Nm 
Part, as far as the Tower of Antonius, and the Vab 
ley of Cedron. All this time he ſhew'd great Cle 
mency to the Jes, and gave em all imaginable 
Aſſurances of Pardon and civil Treatment if they 
wou'd ſubmit ; but ſo obſtinate were the Fews, thi 
they refus'd all Conditions, and judg'd his generou 
Humanity to be nothing but Cowardice. Thus er 
aſperated the Romani to proceed with the great 
Fierceneſs and Severity; ſo that God and Man, Ha 
ven and Earth ſeem'd to fight againſt this wretche 
Nation. Five Days after Titzs broke through the 
cond Wall, tho' the Beſieged made divers Sallies, al 
drove him out again; yet on the fourth Day he i 
cover'd the Place, and prepar d for the Battery oft 
third Wall. After which he ſent _ Foſephus to! 
Country- men to exhort em to yield, who uſing 
the powerful and pathetical Per ſwaſions imaginadi 
was entertain'd only with scoffs and Reproachd 
ſo that now Titus refolv dito ſhew no Mercy (0 
People who had been perfidious and Rebellious tot 
higheſt Degree, and now ſtubborn and remorlet 
beyond all Example and Belief, The * i 
17 . | Ja 
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ning to eſcape out of the City, Jobn and Simon 
Popp d up all Paſſages; yet the Famine, increaſing, 
oo W:ca: Numbers ſtole out, who being taken by Titas, 
ch. WW c215'd them to be all crucify d, inſomuch that Room 
1 8 wanting for Croſſes, and Crofles for Perſons. 
Jen che 1250 of May, Titus began four Mounts for his 
int W:ctering-Rams ; two nigh the Caſtle Antonia, where 
tha e was in hopes of taking the Temple, and two nigh 
ue Monument of Jobn the High-Prieſt, where he 
. Whppos'd he might break into the upper Part of the 
ale iy with greateſt Facility. But John, whoſe Office 
qeep s to oppoſe the Romans about the Caſtle Antonia, 
eg ich great Bravery ſally'd out, caſt down the Ram- 
arts, and deſtroy d em; and two Days after Simon 
th as much Courage burnt up the other, tho' ſe- 
nteen Days had been ſpent in finiſhing em all. He 
kewiſe deſtroy'd many Rams and Engines, and cou- 
geoully preſſing forward broke into the very Camp 
the Romans ; but was valiantly repuls'd by Titus, 
om Antonia, who ina Council of War now reſolv'd 

) compaſs the whole City with a Trench, which 
th incredible Diligence and Celerity, was finiſh'd 
three Days, with thirteen Forts both ta hinder 
e Flight of the Beſieged, and to prevent all Relief 
ming into the City from abroad. 

The Seditious ſeem'd nothing mov'd at this, tho? 
he Ee Famine not only rag'd among the common Sort, 
t likewiſe began to afflict them; and ſuch a Mor- 
ty enſu'd, that from the 14th of April, to the firſt 
Jul 115080 Carcaſſes of the poorer Sort, were 
Inyd out to be bury'd at the publick Charge, as 
un was inform d by one Manneus, who was ap- 
ated to pay the Money. Divers Noble Men alſo 
ttledro him, certify'd him that £00000 of the or- 
wry Rank were caſt dead out of the Gates, and o- 
Ks who dy'd beſides were innumerable; and that 
hen ſo many dy'd as they were not able to bury 
n, they gather d their Bodies together into the 
Y | greateſt 
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greateſt Houſes adjoining, and there ſhut em up 
Buſhel of Corn was ſold for 600 Crowns, Sinks a 
Holes were continually rak'd to find the old Du 
of Oxen to ſatisfy Peoples Hunger, which extrem 

mov'd the Compaſſion of Titus and the Romans, 
the Minds of the Seditious were not at all chan 
For Simon, notwithſtanding theſe deplorable Calan 
ties, continuing his Rapines and Murders, kill d 
tbiæ the High-Prieſt, by whom he had Entrance 
to the City, with his three Sons, and ſixteen othen 
pretending that they deſign'd to fly tothe Enem 
Whereupon Judas one of his Officers being tired d 
with his inſupportable Cruelties, attempted to bet 
a certain Tower to the Romans where he comma 
ded ; but being diſcover'd by an Accident, be 
put to Death with ten others of his Accomplice 
John alſo being driven by extream Neceflity, conven 
ed the Golden Veſſels of the Temple with the ſacn 
Money to prophane Uſes; and was conſtrain d tod 
vide the Wine and Oyl, ordain'd for Sacrifices,! 
mong his Soldiers. The Famine rag'd ſo extreamj 
that a Noble Woman boyl'd her own Child to eati 
which was look'd upon as ſo deteſtable an AR amor 
the Romans, as well as the Fews, that Titus, atteri 
inſiſted upon his frequent Offers of Peace and pa 
to the eus, declar'd, That be would bury that abom 
ble Crime in the Ruins of their Country. He cut do 
all the Groves within a conſiderable diſtance of i 
City, and cauſing more Mounts to be rais d wit 
21 Days, on the firſt of July he began to batter l 
laſt Wall, and repelling Fohn and his Party, on! 
fifth Day enter'd the Caſtle by force. At which til 
many falſe Prophets deluded the Multitude, by" 
ling em, They ſhou d have Aſſiſtance from God; i 
therefore tho” Titus ſtill exhorted 'em to yield, t 
ob{tinately refus'd all Accommodation, boating, 
they bad rather endure all kinds of Miſeries. Wherel 
on the Conteſt grew very bloody about the Teny 
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e battering Rams, and the Defendants valiantly 


dundation of the Gates be undermin'd ; therefore 


tus WAS oblig'd to ſer em on fire. Yet it was his 


eſolution to ſave the Temple; but on the tenth of 
uf, a certain Soldier, againſt the Command of 
; General, excited by ſome divine Fury; caſt Fire 


od of the Temple, notwithſtanding the utmoſt En- 
avours of Titus to the contrary, the triumphant 
zmes conſum'd that Edifice, which was the moſt 
orious and moſt beautiful that the World ever ſaw. 
The ſight of this extream Misfortune, put a ſud- 


dw neicher gfteeming their Lives nor Forces, ha- 
ng loſt that for which they fought : The loud 
utcries, and miſerable Lamentation of the People 
cho d from all the adjacent Mountains; and many 


d already clos'd, reaſſum'd new Strength, and 
end their Eyes to bewail the glorious Temple, 
ich they now beheld all in Flames. Tita was im- 
ately ſaluted Imperator by his Soldiers, and the Se- 
ious fled into the City; where they defir'd a Parly 
ta the General himſelf, who highly blam'd em for 
ir Obſtinacy, but promis'd them their Lives upon 
mediate Submiſſion. But refuſing to rely upon his 
omiſes, they demanded Liberty to depart the City 
their Wives and Children; which ſo extreamly 
dag d Titus, that he commanded it to be proclaim d 
aCryer, That they were not any longer to expect any 
75. Whereupon he permitted his Soldiers to plun- 
rand burn the City; but the Sedirious Tyrants re- 
(to the King's Palace, where many had depoſited 
ar Wealth, and from thence repell'd the Romans. 
iy likewiſe kill'd 6400 of their own Country- 
, and rifling the Money, betook themſelves to the 

oper 


the Wall of the inward Part was too ſtrong for 


ſiſted the Romans from the Top; neither cou'd the 


to the Buildings on the North Side, which catching 


n Damp to all the Courage and Fury of the Fews, 


niſh'd and expiring Perſons, whoſe Eyes Deach 
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upper and ſtronger Part of the City, call'd g 
where notwithſtanding theſe imminent Calamitie 
they ſtill more cruelly tyranniz d. Titus havingen 
ſider d the Strength of the Place, provided Engingy 
batter the Walls, part of which being broken dow 
the Tyrants were ſeiz d with great Fear and Conſt 
nation, not knowing how to proceed: And the bo 
er of Heaven appear d in the Overthrow of che 
Wretches ; for they abandon'd their Towers, whid 
were their only Strength, and in vain ſought to 
cape, by hiding themſelves in Vaults and Privie 
from whence Jobn and Simon were drag d, the forme 
being condemn'd to perpetual Impriſonment, andth 
other reſerv d for a Triumph. The reſt were all puti 
the Sword, and Titus commanded both the Tem 
and City to be intirely raz d, by a Plow being brow 
over it, according to the ancient Cuſtom, which 
markably accompliſh'd our Saviour's Prophecies, Th 
not one Stone ſhou'd remain upon another only he pi 
ſerv'd the Ve -Part of the Wall with three Tow 
which for their Strength and Beauty, might bear I 
ſtimony of the Statelineſs of the City to Poſteriy 
The Soldiers wou'd have crown'd him as a Congut 
ror for this Act, and upon the Account of his en 
ordinary Valour in the Siege; but he refus dthe ll 
nour, denying he was the Author of it, for be 
executed the deſigns of Heaven, which had manifeſtly a 
clared 'its Wrath againſt the Jews. To this fatal H 
came the famous City of Feruſalem, after it | 
flouriſh'd under Gods own Hand above 2 100 Ye 
in the Second Year of Veſpaſian's Reign, 38 1 
after our Saviour's Crucifixion ; and never any t 
in the World was more memorable, the Captive"; 
mounting to 97000, and thoſe who periſh'd ine: 
Siege 11000: 9, according to Foſephus. So Nt (el 
was the Guilt of our Saviour's Blood upon the) ble | 
and ſo abominable were their Vices, that we haven 
ſon to agree with that Author, who believ d, W i 
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» Roman had not come againſt them, the City 
ou d have been ſwallow d up by the Earth, or have 
Lriſh'd by ſome Deluge, or elſe by Thunder-Bolts 
a Lightnings, have born the Puniſhments of Sodom, 
hoc Inhabitants they exceeded in. Wickedneſs. 
ere ended the temporal State and Government of 
e Jews; and that Province, which had been go- 
ern d by the Romans as their Friends, and in a great 
caſure free, was now made Captives; and the Fews 
emſelves were made Slaves, baniſh'd,-ſold, and diſ- 
rd throughout all the Parts of the World. E 
The War being thus finiſh'd, great Rejoycings 
ere made at Rome, and all Mens Mouths were 
[4 with the Praiſes of Titus, who not only had 
eum himſelf a moſt expert Commander, but like- 
iſe had ſlain twelve Men with his own Hands; 
id a Triumph was decreed by the Senate, both to 
im and his Father, becauſe the beginning of the 
wiſh War had been ſo worthily manag'd- by him. 
herefore Titus leaving all things in good Order in 
e Eaſt, he return'd to Rome, being receiv'd with 
e univerſal Applauſes of the whole City, and with- 
a few Days after, both the Father and Son eater'd 
jon their Triumph, which was as ſolemn and mag- 
cent as Rome ever ſaw. For the Spectacles there 
chibited, both for Number, Variety, and Richnels, 
ere admirable in all things which Human Invention 
bud poſſibly ſupply; and almoſt all things that ever 
ere elteem'd valuable or beautiful among Men, a- 
dunding in Riches and Proſperity, were that Day 
pos d in the Triumph; largely manifeſting the 
hty Wealth and Dominions of the Romans. A- 
ons the rich Spoils, were expos'd vaſt quantities of 
od taken out of the Temple; after which was car- 
ache Jews Law, the laſt, and not the leaſt remar- 
Me of all the Spoils. This was the firſt time that 
me ever {ſaw the Father and Son Triumph together. 
'« had alſo the Title of Cæſar given him, 175 a 
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Triumphal Arch erected to his Honour, of ore 

Beauty and Magnificence, deſcribing all his N 
Exploits againſt the ens, which to this Day com 

nues almoſt entire, as a laſting Monument agu 

that perverſe Nation. Veſpsſian likewiſe built a Tex 

ple to Peace, wherein he put moſt of the Fewiſh Spo: 

| and now having quieted all Nations, he ſhur up. 
Janus'* Temple of Janus, which had been open about fil 
3 or ſix Years: This was an extraordinary Sarisfadig 
1 to the whole City, who now were almoſt aſſurdt 
4. D. future Happineſs and Tranquility: For ſeeing g 
71. contagionof Civil Difſention, beginning in Gaul 
Spain, had pafs'd on to Germany, then taken a Couſ 
to Dalmatia, and laſtly infected e/fgypr, Syria, ul 
Juda, in ſam, all Provinces and Armies, they n 
ſonably preſum'd, the whole World being thus purpl 
and cleans'd, that the malignant Humour waz ſpent 
and civil Wars and Calamities were now at a Perid 


"49 D. II. After Y:/paſizn had thus glorioully ſiniſ d 
9 9 Troubles and Lalleries, both Foreign 00 Dome 
ſtiek, he made it the great Buſinefs of the ret 
his Reign, which continu'd not above eight Yea 
longer, to eſtabliſh all Things to the laſting Hag 
nefs and Grandeur of the Roman Empire, whit 
now needed the powerful Aſſiſtance of ſo great i 
wife a Man to reſtore it to its former Strength u 
Vigour. Many notorious Abuſes and Corrupt 
were now crept in, and mix d with the Rm 
tion; being begun by a long Peace and Secu 
then heightned by the Extrayagancies. of Tyra 
and Monſters, and after wards completed by i 
Confufions and Diſorders of Civil Diſſentions. 9 
the correcting and reforming of theſe dangerow? 
regularities, Yeſpaſian uſed great Prudence and 
pour, and ths better to effect his Deſigns, bie joi 
his Son Tiras with him in the Conſulſhip, withwi 
he was ſeven Times in that Dignity ; and my 
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ade him his Collegue afterwards both in the Cen- 


nthority of Titus, that he was in a great meaſure 


his frequent dictating of Letters in his Father's 
ame, his publiſhing of Edicts, his ſpeaking to the 
nate in the room of the Queſtor, and his taking 
don him the Government of the Imperial Palace; 
all which things he acted much to the Honour 
d Welfare of the Publick, tho ſometimes not ſo 
uch to the Advantage of his own private Eſteem 
d Reputation among the People. 

Vaſpaſian towards the Re- eſtabliſhing of the State, 
gan firſt with the Regulation of the Armies and 
Idiers, many of which, through confidence of their 
tories, and others through a ſenſe of their Igno- 
iny, ran into all kinds of Licentiouſnefs ; which 


 calhier'd great Numbers of the Vitellians, and cor- 
&ed others, not ſparing thoſe who were the great- 
t Inſtruments and Partners in his Victories. He o- 
ted no Means or Care of regulating the Diſci- 
ine of the Armies, in which he was never deficient, 
ter in Juſtice or Rigour. Of which we have a me- 
Prable Inſtance of a young Officer, to whom he had 
en a conſiderable Command, who watting upon 
m to return him Thanks for this Favour, and ſmel- 
ls fragrantly of very rich Oyls and Perfumes, the 


ce exprefling great Indignation, told him, He had 
ber be had ſmelt of Garlick; and immediately took 
ay his Commiffion. He was no leſs fevere with 


Non Foot from Oſtia and Puteoli to Rome: Upon 
Ir petitioning him to have ſome certain Allow- 
& above their Wages for Shoes, inſtead of com- 
zug with their Petition, he ordain'd for the fu- 
ture, 


{ip and Tribuneſhip. And ſo great was the 


artner to his Father in the Empire, which appear'd 


caſion'd many Provinces and free Cities, to become 
ſolent and mutinous. To reform which Diſorders, 


peror look'd very feverely upon him, and with a 


 xamen, who were appointed by the Publick, to 
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ture, 'that they ſhould diſcharge their Duties wi 
out any Shoes at all; after which they were oblig! 
to perform thoſe Journeys bare-foot. He took an 
than ordinary care in purging and reforming th 
two moſt honourable Orders of Men, the Se, 
and Equites, of both which he took a general and fr 
View, they having been much exhauſted by inia 
Maſlacres, and abominably corrupted by the My 
thods of the preceding Emperors. Of: theſehe fox 
leſly turn'd out all ſuch as he found unworthy of ths 
Places and Dignities, and ſupply'd their Places wi 
the moſt honourable and deſerving Perſons he cai 

23 either in Italy or the diſtant Proving 
He. likewiſe ſtrictly examin d into all the Coum 
Judicature, where he found the Number of Prog 
ſes and Suits of Law ſwell'd to ſuch an unreaſongh 
Bulk, that old Actions were left undetermin'dby 
long Vacation and Intermiſſion of Juſtice, and! 
an Acceſſion of new Conteſts ariſing from the U 
mults and Diſorders of the late unhappy Times. 
remedy which Grievance, he elected certainPerk 
by Lot, and qualify'd them as Judges, to reli 
ſuch to the Poſſeſſion of their Eſtates, as had bil 
unjuſtly diſpoſſeſs'd during the Wars. Thele ws 
likewiſe to determine extraordinarily in Cauley 
fore the Centumviri, which Cauſes were becom 
exceſſively numerous and tedious, that a Client cd 
ſeldom hope to ſee his Suit finiſh'd ; and alſo to! 
duce and digeſt them into a far leſsCompals ;forwil 
Purpoſe many new and excellent Laws were mad 
While the Emperor took ſuch great Cate in 
main Affairs of the State, he was no leſs built 
ploy'd about the Buildings of che City and ol 
Places: And whereas Rome had loſt much of 
Splendor and Magnificence by the late Ruins! 
Conflagration, he much haſten'd the re edilying 
all former Structures; and if the Proprietors 
lected to build in any competent Time, he pen 
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d any other Perſon that pleas d, to enter and take 
Meſſion of the Ground where they ſtood. But the 


Ni 
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(which, for the greater Encouragement to others, 
a himſelf was the firſt that began the Work, and 
d out the firſt Rubbiſh upon his own Shoulders, 
ng his Nobility to follow his Example; by 


ite was his principal Concern, in the rebuilding 
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hich means he caus'd it to be finiſh'd in a ſhore 


me, and that more beautiful and ſtately than ever 


the bad been. He moreover rais d ſeveral new Edifi- 


x of great Charge and Magnificence, particularly 


On 


18 4 
roles Agrippina, but was almoſt entirely demoliſh'd 
nay Nero. He built beſides a moſt ſtately Temple to 
adi Goddeſs Pallas, the Workmanſhip of which was 
nd } 
6 11 
es, 
Perla 


r law: In the Paintings, Carvings, and Inlay- 
s, the moſt excellent Workmen in the World; 
ole Arts were then at the higheſt, ſhew'd their 


#5 aſſures us, that Men came from all Parts of 
World, to view the Riches and Rarities of this 
mple. He alſo built a famous Amphitheater in 
midft of the City, of ſingular and admirable 
rkmanſhip, the Ruins and Relicks of which 
ein to this Day. It was a noble Building of 
nderful Largeneſs and Magnificence, round in 


half Circles, in the middle of which were re- 
ſented famous Shows, Spectacles, Wreſtlings, 
tings with wild Beaſts, and Combats of Gladia- 
and all Things were form'd and contriv d with 
nuch Art, that the Seats were capable of an infi- 


rich and exquiſite, that it ſurpaſs d all that - Rome 


m, as if two Theaters were join'd together like 


Temple of Peace beforemention d, not far from 
ino e main Forum; and the Temple of Claudius upon 
ount Cælius, which had been begun by the Em- 


at Skill, and left Memorials of their Fame: And 


Number of People, without any Hindrance or - 

duvenience to each other. As che late Fires had 

roy d many Records relating to the Publick, he 
5 | ufiders 
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undertook to reſtore three thouſand Tables of Brk 
which had been burnt, having with great Pains an 
Induſtry found out their true Copies. Theſe wen 
in ſome ſort the Regiſters of the Empire, in whid 
were recorded all Decrees of the Senate, all Omi 
nances of the People, all Treaties, . Alliances, a 
Privileges granted to any Perſon or Corporatiq 
whatſoever, and all remarkable Occurrences fron 
the very firſt Foundation of the City. In theſe au 
the like Works he expended vaſt Sums of Money. 

The good Emperor was not only mindful of thy 
Eſtabliſhment and Reſtoration of the City, but hy 
likewiſe extended his great Care to the ſpeedy reeds 
fying of all other ruinous Cities and publick Builk 
ings in the Empire, many of which were finiſh 
with great Coſt and Beauty, the Walls fortify'd and 
Avenues ſecur'd with no leſs Skill and Induſtry. I 
built alſo many Cities and Towns in ſeveral Partsd 
the Roman Dominions; and with a mighty Charyt 
caus'd the Flaminian Mountains to be made hollow 
and cut down on both ſides, and a commodionl 
Way made to paſs through them. For the ſevenl 
Provinces of the Empire, Veſpaſian took care of theit 
Eſtabliſhment with great Prudence and Vigour ; al 
like a Prince, and excellent Governor, ſettled 
Affairs to the Honour of the Roman State, and ti 
Tranquility of the Inhabitants. He made great Ale 
rations in many Parts of his Dominions, in whid 
he often met with many Troubles and Difficults 
but moſt of all from Antiochus, King of Comagens, i 
the fourth Year of his Reign; who, together wil 
his Son Epiphanes, was accus'd by Cæſennius Fe 
Governor of Syria, of holding private Correlpal 
dence with Vologeſus, King of Partbia, Pætus rep 
ſented to the Emperor, Tat if this Matter w 
timely prevented, it might ſhortly come to an open Rev 
which might give Diſturbance to the whole Roman En 


Whereupon Veſpaſian gave Orders to Pætus to as 
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ed ashe thought expedient ; and ſhortly after, this 
nd overnor invaded the Province of Comagena with, 
WS confiderable Force, where he met with no great 
Sc itance: For Antiocbus fearing too much to exaſ- 
ernte a powerful Nation, after ſome few Marches, 
nM vicced his Country, and fled with his Wife and 
WD 2ughters into Cilicia 5 which ſo diſcourag'd his Ar- 
, that deſpairing to preſerve his Kingdom, they 
ind with the Romans. His two Sons, after ſome 
- Wicorous Struggles and Efforts, finding no Security in 
teWcic Facher's Country, fled into Parthia to Vologeſus. 
et Ant ioc bas was ſurpriz d in Cilicia by Pætu, who 
e orly after caus'd him to be arreſted, and ſent him 
und towards Rome; but 6 5reod generouſly pre- 
nted all ill Treatment towards the King, conſider- 
ig more the ancient Friendſhip between them, than 
y Offences which gave Occaſion to this War, and 
terefore he caus'd him to be loos'd, and to continue 
Lacedæmon, where he allow'd him a Revenue ſui- 
ble to his Royal Dignity. This unexpected Uſage 
ud his Sons to uſe the Mediation of Vologeſus to 
ocure a Reconciliation with the Emperor; which 
ov d ſo effectual, that both Father and Sons were 
ortly after ſent for to Rome, where they were cour- 
ouſly receiv'd, and remain'd there in great Splen- 
ur and Honour. But they loſt their Dominions ; 
the Kingdom of Comagena from henceforward 
fame a Province of the Roman Empire. 
About the ſame time the Eaſtern Parts of the Em- 7he ſecind 
were in ſome Confternation, by reaſon of a dan. "7, 
ous Irruption of the Alani, a barbarous People of hn Na- 
dehtbiant, inhabiting about the River Tanaz, and ria. 
Lake Mzotis, who in vaſt Numbers abandon d A. D. 
own barren Country, and by the Aſſiſtance of 73+ 
King of Hyrcania, invaded the Kingdom of Me- 
There having made great Devaſtations in this 
Pulous and opulent Country, they forc'd Paco- 
che King, to betake himſelf to his ſtrongeſt 
P 2 Town, 
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b Town, where, with great difficulty, he redeem'l hi C 
Wife and Concubines with a hundred Tale, Pr. 
From thence theſe formidable People paſs'd into h {:11 
Kingdom of Armenia, where, after great Rag dot 
Tiridates the King met them with a conſiderable M n2! 

my. But in the firſt Encounter Tiridates was over WY and 
thrown, and with extraordinary Hazards, eſcaph |y | 
being taken alive in Battel; for having caſt a R :-{: 
about his Neck, they were dragging him among no 1 
his Enemies, but he happily cut the Rope in pieces dur 
with his Sword, and fled. The dangerous Succek WA ope: 
and Progreſs of this ba:barous Nation ſo alarm'd ie terc 
Roman State, that Veſpaſian thought fit to ſend h chan 
Son Titus to chaſtiſe their Inſolence, and relieve bani 
King that was his Vaſſal and Ally. Titus with bis! 
powerful Force march'd as far as the City of A Proc 
och, when the Report of ſo potent an Enemy, ecly 
ſo expert a Commander, ſo terrify'd their con fal 
and undiſciplin'd Armies, that they ſoon retir'd ral 
to their own Country, carrying away vaſt Numbes Crin 
of Men and Cattle. This is the ſecond memorableWWJ:nda 
Irruption of the Northern barbarous Nations, ſomefzcco: 
of which, in after Ages, over-ran and ruin'd the but v 
man Empire. In the following Year Veſpa/ian joyn ito R. 
his Son Titus with him in Quality of Cenſor, and the Emp- 
made the laſt publick Cenſus in the Empire; in win n M 
Pliny obſerves, that ſeveral Perſons were found of lead 
extraordinary Age, particularly two of 150 Yea b:v: 
Veſpaſian ſtill proceeded in the great Affaits of be 
State with all the Wiſdom and Vigour of a mig) % 
Emperor, and all the Kindneſs and Clemency of Wi af 
merciful good natur'd-Man. His Courteſy and om 
mency appear'd conſtantly, both in his publick Au it 
' miniſtration, and in his private Affairs; ſo He! 

ſcarce one innocent Perſon was puniſh'd througholer 

his whole Reign: If any ſuffer'd, it was who ln! 
without his Deſign and Knowledge. He alu 


ſhew'd himſelf very different from ſeveral *q 
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predeceſſors; for he was ſo far from indulging him- 


ſelf in the Deſtruction of any Man, that he could 


not ſo much as look upon the Sufferings of a Crimi- 


nal, without ſignifying his Compaſſion by his Sighs 
and his Tears. Helvidins Priſcus, the Prætor, the on- 
ly Perſon that ſaluted him by the bare Name of Yeſ- 
raſan, after his return from Syria, and one who made 
no mention of the Emperor in his Edicts publiſh'd 
during his Office, cou'd not provoke him by theſe 
open Aﬀronts; till at length in his moſt inſolent Al- 
tercations, he endeavour'd to make him no better 
than an ordinary Man: Yetafter all, though he was 
baniſh d before, and Orders iſſu'd out afterwards for 
his Execution, the Emperor ſent to countermand all 
Proceedings againſt him, and would have undoubt- 
edly preſerv'd him, had he not been deceiv'd with 
a falſe Intelligence of his Execution before the Ar- 


mal of his Meſſengers. But the moſt remarkable 


Criminal in this Reign was Fulius Sabinus, who 
mdaciouſly proclaim'd himſelf to be Cæſgar, and 
accordingly took up Arms to vindicate his Title; 
but was at length ſuppreſs'd, and brought Priſoner 
to Rome, Several Interceſſions were made to the 
Emperor for his Pardon, and his Wife appearing 
in Mourning at Court, with her two young Sons, 
pleaded for her Family after this manner; O Czfar, 
bave brought forth theſe Infants, and pave 'em Nou- 
ment to encreaſe the Number of your Supplicants, and 
i enlarge the Bounds of your Clemency. This Speech 
b affected the good Emperor, as to draw Tears 
ſom his Eyes, and to ſave her and her Children . 
It it cou d not procure the Pardon of her Husband, 


No had been too dangerous a Rival and Oppo- 
4 988 


klf very eaſy to his Subjects, and became very cour- 
edus and affable to all forts of People, permitting 
em to uſe any kind of Freedom with him. 


0 1 | He 


2 


In his more private Affairs he always made him? : 


The Roman Hiſtory. 
He was fo far from concealing the Meanneſ; of 
his former Condition, that he frequently diſcoun 
of it himſelf ; and when ſome particular Perſon, 
in a pompous and plauſible Manner prerended y 
derive his Pedigree from the very Founders 
Reate, and the Companion of Hercules; he deſpigf 
and derided them, as a juſt Reward for their Fl 
teries. He had ſo ſmall a Reſpe& for Titles, tha 
he would not accept of that of Pater Patrie but 
with great Difficulty ; and when the King of ba 
thia had writ thus co him, Arſaces King of King, 
zo Flavius Veſpaſian ; he, without reprehendiog hi 
Pride, or reſenting the Affront, directed his An 
ſwer thus; Flavius Veſpaſian, ro Arſaces King f 
Kings; to ſhew, that ſuch Trifles were beneath the 
Regard of an Emperor. He ſhew'd a remarkahl 
Civility and Familiarity towards all Men, and ws 
rarely angry or mov'd at the Liberties of his Friend 
the Gibes and Reflections of the Lawyers, or tit 
downright Rudeneſs of Philoſophers ; of which 


Suetonius mentions ſome particular Inſtances. Lit 


anus Mucianus, a Perſon ſcandalous for his unnatth 
ral Impurity, preſuming upon his Merits, and cat 
rying himſelf inſolently and irreverently, the Ems 
peror never rebuk'd him but in private; and Ih 
ving once complain'd of his Crimes to a commol 
Friend to both of them, he came in with this cot- 
cluſion, Still I am a Man. When an Advocate 
call'd Salvius Liberalis, in the Defence of a Weil 
thy Perſon, had the Impudence to ſay before him, 
If my Client be worth an hundred Millions: of Seſtenth 
what is that to Cæſar; Veſpaſian was ſo far froſt 
being diſguſted at it, that he gave him particult 
Thanks for uſing that Freedom. After the Philo 
ſophers had been baniſh'd the City, Demetrius the 
Cynick meeting him upon the Road, won d dt 
vouchſafe to thew him any kind of Reſped, but 
proceeded ſo far in his Irreverence, as to * 
. | open 
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of WY openly ; but the Emperor inflited no other Puniſh- 
nent, chan barely to ſtile him by the Title of Dog, 
alluding to the Name of his Sea. | 
[ Such' was the courſe of 1 Adminiſtra- 
ton, ſo as to preſerve himſelf from all kinds of 
4 Sowreneſs and Uneaſineſs, and likewiſe from all 
ids of Jealouſies and Suſpicions. And for that 
Reaſon his Reſentment either of ſudden Offences, 
or of old Animoſities, was ſo ſmall, that he mar- 
yd the Daughter of his Predeceſſor Vitellius, his 
inveterate Enemy, into a noble Family, and gene- 
rouſly gave her a rich Dower, and all Accoutre- 
ments ſuitable to her Birth and Quality. Notwith- 
ſtanding his great Generoſity and Clemency, many 
Plots and Conſpiracies were form'd againſt him, in 
which he generally ſhew'd very little Concern ; 
for he often paſs'd by the Treaſon of ſuch as con- 
pid his Deſtruction, ſay ing, That they were all blind 
md inconſiderate, not knowing what a Weight and Bur- 
den the Empire was : And for the former Cuſtom of 
arching ſuch as came to ſalute or ſpeak with the 
Emperor, he left that off *before the Civil Wars 
were ended. He regarded 'theſe Matters the leſs, 
by reaſon of the great Confidence he had in his own 
Fate and his Children; inſomuch, that he declar d 
in open Senate, Tbat either his Sons os ſucceed bim 
i» the Empire, or no Body. He was ſo far from being 
carry d away by Suſpicion or Dread, to the Deſtru- 
aon of any Perſon, that when he was ſeriouſly- ad- 
Pied by his Friends to beware of Metius Pompoſianus, 
om they had ſtrong reaſon to ſuſpe& ; he, con- 
tary to all cheir Opinions, rais'd him to the Dignity. 
df Conſul ſhortly after, aſſuring them, That the Time 
vud come, when he muſt be ſenſible of ſo great a Bene- 
le ſought no Revenge for thoſe many Affronts 
wich had been put upon him in Neros Reign; 
nd particularly, an Uſher coming to beg his Par» 
don after he was Emperor, for rudely thruſting him 
P 4 aut 
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in the Time of his Misfortune ; 'Ve/paſian was pn 


Ibe Roman - Hiſtory. 1 Book ha 
ont of his Room, and bidding him go hang hinſg 


vok d no further, than to bid him be gone almoſt x 
the ſame Terms he had us'd towards him. | 

Notwithſtanding this Emperor's Clemency af 
Forgiveneſs appear'd in almoſt all Caſes, he new! 
was mild in pafling by ſcandalous. Enormities, by 
was ſtrict and ſevere in reſtraining and reprehend 
ing of Vice; which may be ſaid to be his laſt grey 
Stroke in his re-eſtabliſhing the Roman Empire. I 
found that the Manners of the Citizens were deply- 
rably vitiated and corrupted by all kinds of Luxury; 
Therefore to put a check to their Debaucheries, h 
prevail'd with the Senate to make a Decree, That 
what Woman ſoever, who join'd her ſelf to anothe 
Perſon's Servant, ſhou'd finally loſe her own Liberty, 
and become a Vaſſal her ſelf. To reform the Cor 
ruptions of Uſurers and the Looſneſs of Youth, I 
ordain'd, That no Ulurer ſhou'd recover any Mone 
of young Heirs, if it was lent to be repaid with Ad 
vantage upon the Deceaſe of their Fathers. He mal 
many other ſtrict Laws for the reſtraining of Leu 
neſs; and as he was ſevere in puniſhing of Vice, 
he was no leſs remarkable for rewarding all kinds dl 
Merits, in which he extended his Liverality to 1 
ſorts of People, compleating the Eſtates, and ſertling 
Penſions upon all indigent Senators and Conſul 
Perſons, when their Wants proceeded from no m 
nifeſt Crimes of theirs. But his more particull 
Bounty he expreſs'd towards the Profeſſors of all At 
and Sciences; and ſettled a conſtant Salary ol 
hundred thouſand Seſterces upon the Teachers 
Rhetorick, to be paid Yearly out of the Excheque 
He indeed baniſh'd many of the Philoſophers fr! 
the City, by reaſon of their exceſſive Inſolence; Þ 
was always a true and hearty Encourager of Lean 
ing and Learned Men. He entertain'd Foſephus, i 
famous Writer of the Jewiſh War and Antiquit 
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ich great Civility ,honour'd him with a Statue, and 
ighly applauded his Writings; tho' all were not fi- 
15 in his Reign. In his Reign flouriſh'd Pliny the 
der, an eminent Natural Hiſtorian, Quinctilian the 
own d Orator, and many other Perſons of great 
earning, who were highly eſteem'd by this Empe- 
br. He was no leſs an Encourager of all other Ex- 
ellencies in Art, and invited the greateſt Maſters 
d Artificers from all Parts of the World, by his 
ountiful Allowances, making likewiſe confiderable 


us Engineer undegtaking to remove certain Co- 
mus of vaſt Weight into the Capitol, at a ſmall 
harge, was well rewarded for the Invention, and his 
erformance excus'd, the Emperor telling him, That 
4 let the Poor live. 


licence cou'd not preſerve him from the Scandal of 
Irarice and Rapaciouſneſs, of which he gave many 
ublick Teſtimonies, ſome of which were below the 
dignity of an Emperor. Suetonius tells ns, That he 
as not content to revive the old Impoſitions which 
ad been remitted under G#!ba, to add new and 
ore grievous Tributes to ſeveral of the Provinces ; 
ut he alſo drove a Trade publickly, which wou'd 
ave been diſhonourable to a private Perſon, bar- 
ring and buying Commodities, that he might ſell 
mto Advantage. Some believ'd that it was his 


s Officers to the moſt profitable Charges to make 
of them as Sponges, and to ſqueeze them when 
ty were become rich. He deſcended to ſome very 
uſual and diſhonvurable Impoſts, even to the lay- 
gan Exciſe upon Perſons Urine. This caus'd his 
n Titus to remonttrate to him the baſeneſs of ſuch 
n Invention ; but Veſpaſian immediately took ſome 
[the firſt Money that came from that Exciſe, and 
ding it to his Son, demanded, if rhe ſmell o *r 


217 


reſents to em, as he found Occaſion. An ingeni- 


et all his numerous Acts of Generoſity and Mag- 


uſtom to advance the moſt griping and rapacious of 
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' ded him? And yet, proceeded he, this comes out of th 


of the whole Senate and People. 


us, That this Emperor new form'd and eftabliſhd 
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Urine. For this and all other his ſevere Impqj 
Authors do much excuſe him, by reaſon of the 
Neceflities of the State, and emptineſs of the Ig 
chequer, when he came firſt to the Governneg 
For he then declar'd publickly in the Senate, 7k 
the Subfiſtance and Re-eſtabliſhment of the Common well 
be wanted a Supply of Forty Millions of great Seon 
An incredible Sum, exceeding three hundred Mill 
ons of our Money. This is the more readily by 
liev'd and acknowledg'd, becauſe he always employ 
his Revenue to great and noble Purpoſes, and lai 
out with great Wiſdom and Liberality. His public 
Works and Edifices were highly chargeable anda 
penſive ; his Preſents and Penſions were numera 
and not without Profuſeneſs; and his Feaſts a 
Entertainments were frequent and magnificent, 
cording to his Quality: And in all things he ad 
principally to the Peace and Honour of his Subje 
in general; ſo that by his daily conſidering of tha 
Good, the nearer he approach'd the end of his DA 
the more he encreas'd the hearty Love and Reſpei 


The great Changes and new Eſtabliſhments þ 
made in the Provinces and Tributary Kingdoms 
fore his Death, were very remarkable ; many ( 
which he reduc'd to a fuller Subjection to the Rome 
State than ever they had been before. Beſides Jul 
and Comagena, before particulariz'd, he reducd tu 
Kingdoms of Lycia, Pamphylia, and Cilicia, in 4 
which before had their own proper Kings, to Pi 
vinces of the Empire: In Europe he did the like | 
the Kingdoms of Achaia and Thracia, the Iflands 
Rhodes and Samos, together with the great City | 
Byzantium, and many other Places. Aur. Viktor tel 


thouſand Nations, who ſcarcely before were rech 


to be two hundred, the greateſt Part being he 


min d by the Cruelty of former Tyrants. As to the 
articulars and Occaſions of all theſe Acts, Hiftori- 
ns have been too ſhort and imperfect; tho' we have 
deaſon to preſume from the reſt of the Actions of 
his Emperor, that his Conqueſts and Reductions 
ere not without good Ground, or very plauſible 
retenſions. As no Provinces in the Empire lay out 
f his View and Care, fo in all his Reign he had a 
ticular Regard to Britain, as a Nation that added 
uch Glory and Renownto the Roman Empire. He 
nt firſt Petilius Cereals to be Governor in thoſe Parts, 
ho bravely.enter'd the Country of the Brigantes, 
> moſt Northern and numerous People in that Pro- 
ince; to whom he gave many and ſignal Defeats, 
nd either ravag'd or conquer d the greateſt Part of 
eir Territories. So that Cerealis ſeem'd to have e- 
lipsd the Fame and Conduct of any that cou'd 
me after him; when Julius Frontinus, a great 
an, and as eminent as cou d be expected after ſuch 
predeceſſor, ſucceeded by Veſpaſians Order in the 
ne Charge, with no leſs Glory. For he ſubdu'd 
e ſtrong and warlike Nation of the Silures, the In- 
pbitants of South-Males; where he had not only a 
tent Enemy to encounter, but alſo almoſt inſupe- 
le Difficulties from the Nature and Situation of 
e Country. In the laſt Year of Veſpaſians Reign, 
minus was ſucceeded by Julius Agricola, a Com- 
nder of great Fame, both for Valour and Con- 
c who enter d upon the moſt memorable Expe- 
on that had ever been known in Britain, conti- 
ung about ſeven or eight Years, and ſucceeding 
ih great Reputation and Renown. But nothing 
great Note was perform'd by him in this Reign. 
/:|:fan being now in his Ninth Conſulſhip, and 
don Tzu in his Seventh, and having done many 
Fat and noble Acts to the happy Settlement of the 
apire, he was ſurpriz d at Campania with ſome 
pit Motions of a Diſtemper, when . 
E 
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| he cry d out, according to the Aſpirings of bis pg 
Principles, Methinks I am going to be a God. His ln 
diſpoſition caus d him to remove to the City, fg 
whence he retir d to Cutyliæ, and an Eſtate he jy 
about Reate, which he uſually viſited every Sunn 
In this Place, notwithſtanding the Encregſe of 
Diſtemper, he gave himſelf up to the Affair of o 
Empire, as formerly; but having corrupted his E 
trails by the uſe of cold Water, he was after a fat 
Time ſuddenly taken with a Flux, which fo 
brought him to ſuch a Weakneſs, that he was ready 
faint; when of a ſudden he cry'd out with his fy 
mer Courage and Bravery, An Emperor oupbt 1 . 
ſtanding on bis Feet; and raiſing himſelf up, he eri 
The Death in the Hands of thoſe that ſuſtain d him; his Dea 
of Veſpa-, being highly lamented, and his Memory gtateft 
fan. preſerv'd by all the great and wiſe Men in the E 
pire. Thus dy'd Havius Veſpaſian, the Tenth Em 
ror of Rome, in the ſixty ninth Year of his Age, 4 
ter a laborious Reign of ten Years, or very near; 
Prince of great Wiſdom, Moderation, and Model 
next Julius Czſar in War, and to Auguſtus in Peact 
one whom Providence ſeem'd to have rais'd on pi 
poſe to reſtore ſo vaſt an Empire as Rome, and 
it from ſinking; and one whom Pliny ſaid, I 
Greatneſs and Majeſty had chang d nothing in bim; 
only to make his Power of doing Good an{werable 1 
Will. He was the Second Roman Emperor that df 
a natural Death, and the firſt that was ſucceeded! 
his own Son. He dy'd in the 832 Year of the G 
A. D. 79. it being 123 Years after the Beginning 


the Empire by Julius Cæſar, and 105 after the 7 
Settlement of it by Auguſtus, 5 
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CHAP. VI. 


„n the Death of Veſpaſian to the Death of 
Domitian the Twelfth Emperor, which ended 
the Family of the Veſpaſians, aud the Twelve 
Cæſars. | | 


Containing the Space of near ſeventeen Tears. 


4 PON the Deceaſe of the great YVeſpaſiar, 
i his eldeſt Son Tits was univerſally receiv'd 
d obey'd as Emperor; both for being his Father's T 
ſociate in the Empire, and likewiſe his being ap- 
inted his Succeſſor by his laſt Will and Teſtament : 
Inly his ambitious Brother Domitian made ſome Op- 
ſition, inſolently maintaining, That his Father bad 
mirated bim, and that his Brother Titus bad falſify'd 
il; but his Plea having but a weak Foundation, 
jon fell for want of a Support. Titus was now near 

5 Years of Age, a Perſon of uncommon Excellen- 
and Accompliſhments, both as to the Perfediĩons 
his Body, and the Ornaments of his Mind. He 
u ſerv d in many Wars and Expeditions, with 
eat Honour and Renown, and diſcharg'd many 
fices in the State with no leſs Wiſdom and Under- 
ding. Yet notwithſtanding his many Vertues 
Deſerts, he had not liv'd free from ſeveral Crimes 
d Vices, which brought many Accuſations and 
perſons upon him in his Father's Reign. His Se- 
ity to ſome particular Perſons, and his counte- 
weing the Aſſaſſination of A. Cæcinna and ſome 
dem, for exciting the Soldiers to Sedition, gain'd 
l the Hatred of many. Beſides his Cruelty, he 
vdeery d alſo for his Voluptuouſneſs and Luna N 

or 
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for his frequent Spinning out his Treats and Cola 
ons with the moſt profuſe and diſſolute of i 
Friends, till Midnight and after. Nor was he | 
accus'd for his Luft upon many Accounts, and p 
ticularly for his extraordinary Paſſion for Queen i; 
renice, Siſter to King Agrippa of Fudæa, to whom h 
Report, he had promis d Marriage, but perform. 
not, by reaſon of the Hatred of the People. I 
was ſuſpected alſo of Rapine and Extortion, in m6 
lation to his Father's new Impoſitions, upon what 
Account he was willing to bear part of the Oding 
And more than all, he was not only look d uy 
privately as a ſecond Nero, but likewiſe pronoun 
ſo publickly by the People; ſo that ſcarce ever 
Man arriv'd at the Empire with a more ſully d N 
putation, or a greater Repugnancy of the People 
Rome. 3 | | 

But in a very ſhort Time after his Entrance up 
the Government, theſe Calumnies and Accufation 
turn'd all to his Praiſe and Advantage; and his Ver 
tues and Graces became fo bright and perſpicuons;y 
to diſperſe all Doubts and Suſpicions, and to mil 
him gain that Reputation under the Burden ani 
Envy of an Empire, which he cou'd not obtain un 
der the Freedom of a private Perſon, After this, I 
had ſo much Skill and Addreſs, together with | 
much good Fortune in gaining upon the Hearts at 
Affections of all People, as to be generally til 
The Love and Delight of Mankind. Philoſtratas tells | 
That he had before advis'd with the famous 4pm 
nius Tyanæus how to govern well and nicely; wil 
only bad him Follow his Father's Steps, and cou d * f 
His firſt Step towards the gaining the Hearts of i 
Subjects, and his happy Government of the Empit 
was his moderating his Paſſions, and bridling l 
ſtrong Inclinations; one great Inſtance of wilt 
was his withdrawing himſelf from the Company 


hig beautiful Queen Berenice, and his ending . 


I, notwithſtanding their mutual and paſſionate 
ves, and all out of the great Reſpect he bore to 
e Senate and People of Rome. He alſo diſcharg'd 
eral Perſons who were the chief Inſtruments of 
Delights and Recreations, rightly judging them 
te unbecoming the Majeſty and Dignity of his 
fce, He not only forbore to countenance and - 
refs his Company of Dancers, whom he had for- 
ly choſen with great Skill, but alſo to ſee them 
any publick Aſſembly ; tho' he was ſtill a great 
xcourager of publick Games and manly Paſtimes. 
all theſe Matters, he ſhew'd ſuch a happy Mix- 
re of firm Refolution and humble Modeſty, that 
him it was ſaid, That if ever any Man truly abſtain d 
mwhat was bas own, he was the Perſon. He was not 
zonly in reſpe& to himſelf, but likewiſe to all 
ers, for he never took any thing from a Citi- 
; and was ſo little addicted to deſire other Men's 
perties, that he wou d not receive the uſual Pre- 
ts and Contributions which were his due: et 
ne of his Predeceſſors was more truly liberal and 
Inificent than he. | | 
he firſt publick Act he did, was a general Con- 
nation and Ratification of many Rewards and 
nileges which had been granted by ſeveral of his 
deceſſors, not conſidering an Order of Tiberius, 
which ſucceeding Emperors might refuſe to con- 
their Predeceſſors Grants; ſo that when they 
confirm 'em, it was commonly with ſuch For- 
ity, as if they were the firſt and only Donors : 
Titus, without theſe Formalities, confirm'd all by 
general Edict, and was the firſt Emperor that 
ad that Method. After this he proceeded with 
Viſdom and Diligence in the great Affairs of the 
bick, and particularly in the regulating and re- 
ing of ſeveral Miſchiefs which had not been 
kaly remov'd in his Father's Reign; amongſt 
ich that of Informers, Promoters, and Pertifoggers 
| was 
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of Law-Suits, he prohibited, among other Thing 


or that any one ſhou'd inquire into the Eſtate of 


tors; and he was ſo far from refuſing what they d 
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was very notorious, who had their Riſe from the];, 
centiouſneſs and Impunity of former Reigns, and 
daily increaſing in Corruptions, they became the 
Cauſers and Fomenters of all kinds of Heats ang 
Diſſentions. Of theſe Titus made daily and public 
Examples, condemning them to be ſcourg'd and 
beaten with Clubs in the main Forum, then to he 
dragg'd through the Theater, and at laft, part to be 
fold as Slaves, and part to be tranſported to unin- 
habited Iſlands, till he had utterly exterminated thoſe 
Peſts of the City. To put a further Stop than his 
Father had done to the Corruptions and Tediouſnel 


that the ſame Caſe ſhou'd be ery'd by ſeveral Laws; 


any dead Perſon, after a ſet and preciſe Number d 
Years. [= 

He was no leſs active than his Father in repairing 
of ancient Buildings, and erecting of new; anda 
ter he had dedicated the famous Amphitheater, ani 
with admirable Expedition finiſh'd the Baths hard by 
he exhibited many Shows which were very ſumpm 
ous and magnificent. He preſented alſo the Peopl 
with a Naval Battel, in the old Naumachia, as all 
a Prize by his Gladiators in the ſame Place; andil 
one Day he caus'd 5ooo Wild Beaſts of all Kind 6 
be baited for the Satisfaction of the Citizens The 
publick Rejoycings and Feſtivals were continu iq 
a hundred Days ſucceſſively; in which, and in 
other Caſes, he treated the People with exceedit 
Kindneſs and Affability, and having deſign'dtogl 
them the Diverſion of the Gladiators, he orders 
to be proclaim'd, That all Things ſhou'd be exhibited, 1 
according to his own Fancy, but the Pleaſure of the Spi 


ſir'd, that he earneſtly ſolicited them to declare tit 
Minds. Moreover, his Complaiſance was ſo ges 
that tho' in his Judgment he was for one Party 


. Gladiators, yet he many times joyn'd both in 
ice and Geſture with the Opinion of the People; 
e Gill ſoas to retain the Majeſty of an Emperor, and 
o no Injuſtice in the Diſtribution of the ſeveral 
es. And that he might not be deficient in any 
ic of Popularity, he permitted thoſe of the com; 
eon Rank to have acceſs into his Baths, while he 
vol; bathing himſelf. His Liberality, Courteſie, and 
eadineſs to do good, have been obſerv'd and ap- 
zuded by Writers in all Ages; and even St. Augu- 
u ſtibd him by the Title of a moſt ſweet Prince. 
ne of his principal Methods was never to ſend 
ny any Petitioner with an unpleaſing Anſwer, 
r without ſome hopes of Succeſs; and thereupon 
ing advertis'd by ſome of his Council, That be 
nid more than he ſeem d able to perform, he made 
wer, That no Man ought to depart ſorrowful from 
Preſence of a Prince ; an Anſwer that ſufficiently 
wd his Diſpoſition to Mercy and-Goodneſs. He 
s naturally ſo deſirous of doing Good, and of aſ- 
ing others in all kinds of Neceſſities, that one 
gt being told, that he had done nothing for any 
lon that Day, he with a heavy Countenance, ex- 
bod his Diſſatisfaction in this memorable Apoph- 
om, Amici, Diem perdidi, My Friends, I have loſt a 
a Sentence worthy of an Emperor, and to be 
and in the Memory of all Princes 
he whole Rule and Government of this Empe- 
was mild and merciful, ſo as to receive no Ac. 
tion againſt ſuch. as cenſur'd and abus'd him; 
te uſually ſaid, ben Ido nothing worthy of Cenſure, 
Lord not Calumnies. He was ſo tender of the Lives 
lis dubjects, that when he enter'd upon the Of- 
of Pontifex Maximus, he ſolemnly proteſted, That 
kd it to keep bis Hands pure and undefiled from Blood; 
M which time he never was either the Author, or 
Occaſion of any Man's Death, tho he wanted 
Opportunities of executing his Revenge; af- 
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and Cohorts againſt him, ſoliciting them to a U 
fection, in order to which he had prepar d all M 


7 = 
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firming, That be had rather die himſelf than put anthers 
Death. Of this great Clemency, there was a remarkable 
Inſtance: Two of the Patrician Degree being c 
vited of Treaſon, and aſpiring to the Empire, þ 
made uſe of no Torments or Inquiſitions, nor ip 
flided any Puniſhment, but only privately adm 
nilh'd 'em to deſiſt, mildly telling them, That the En 
pite as given by Providence, and that it was in wain 1 
commit a Villany either in Hopes of obtaining it, or thug 
Fear to be diſappointed of it: But for any thing elſe, th 
might command what he cou d grant. At the ſame tn 
de diſpatch'd a Meſſenger to one of their Mother 
eaſe her of her Fears, and to aſſure her, That hy 
was out of all Danger; and, as if this was not a ſuſ 
cient Inſtance of his Generoſity, he not only ent 
tain'd them at Supper with himſelf that Night, . 
the next Day at a Spectacle of Gladiators, plat 
them by himſelf, and when the Combatants We 
pons were according to Cuſtom preſented to hi 
he publickly deſir'd their Judgment and Approbati 
His Carriage was no leſs remarkable towards his Þ 
ther Domitian, who was . continually conſpiring! 
gainſt his Perſon, and as often incenſing the Legi 


ters for an open Rebellion. Yet notwithitanding 
theſe Provocations and Dangers, he wou'd not 
perſwaded, either to execute, baniſh, or diſcout 
nance him by diminiſhing his former Honours; 
on the contrary, he comported himſelf towards 
as at firſt, giving him the Title of Aſſociate and 
ceſſor, and with Tears privately intreating him, 
to attempt that by Treaſon and Fratricide which be f 
ſhou'd obtain freely and in courſe ; therefore be deft 4 
at length they might live amicably like Brother. 

In the ſhort Reign of this Emperor, there! 
pen'd ſome Misfortunes and Calamities no leſs un 
pected than deplorable : The firſt was a dreadFi 


ful 


Un 
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almoſt incredible Eruptions.of the Flames of Mount 
Veſuvius and Campania, which after ic had ruin'd many 
Cities, and a vaſt Tract of Land, the Aſhes were car- 
yd through the Air into many diſtant Nations. At 
this Mount, Pliny the Elder, and famous natural Hi- 
ſtorian, then Admiral of the Roman Navy, being deſi- 
rous to diſcover the Reaſon of this wonderful Acci- 
dent, by his too near approaching it, was ſuffocated 


terrible Calamity, there happen'd a Fire in Rome, 
which laſted three Days, and as many Nights inceſ- 
ſantly; and likewiſe a dangerous Peſtilence, in which 
here commonly dy'd ten thouſand every Day. Ne- 


if not only with the Care and Regard of a Prince, 
hut likewiſe with the Tenderneſs and Compaſſion of 
Father, comforting the diſtreſs'd with his reviving 
Edics,and aſſiſting them as his own Revenues wou'd 
permit him. He choſe ſuch Perſons by Suffrage, as 
ad been Conſuls before, to take upon them the 
harge of ſeeing the Ruins in Campania repaired ; 
nd ſuch Goods and Eſtates as were found pertaining 
oPerſons which had periſh'd by the ſaid Mountain, 
Ind had dy'd without Heirs, he commanded ſhou'd 
e employ'd towards the Building of thoſe Cities and 
Lowns which had ſuffer'd. In relation to the Burn- 
g of the City, he publickly declar'd, That he wou'd 
ke the whole loſs of that upon himſelf ; and according- 
he deſign'd all the Ornaments and Furniture be- 
ging to his own Palaces, to the Re adornment of 
Temples, and publick Buildings of the City: And 
at all Things might be effected with more Certain- 
and Expedition, he commiſſion'd ſeveral Roman 
nights to ſee all his Commands executed. Then to 
medy the Peſtilence, and to abate the Malignity of 
at Diftemper, there were no Methods, either Hu- 
an or Divine, that he neglected; having ſought 
all ſorts of Remedies, and all kinds of Sacrifices 

| Q 2 which 


in the Smoak, as his Nephew teſtifies. Beſides this 


ſertheleſs, in all theſe Miſeries, Titus behav'd him- 
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which he thought might be of any imaginable Uſe 
While Titus was thus buſily employ'd in the Aﬀain 
of a calamitous, tho' peaceful Empire, Agricola, hi 
renown'd Lieutenant in Britain, proceeded in his fy 
mous Expedition with admirable Succeſs, both in w 
ducing and civilizing that Nation. He had enter] 
Britain in the Reign of Veſpaſian, a ſhort time befor 
whoſe Arrival, the Ordovices the Inhabitants of Nmk 
Wales, had almoſt entirely deſtroy'd a Wing of thi 
Roman Legions ; by which Means the reſt of the con 
quer'd Nations were all ready for a Revolt, eithe 
out of deſire of Liberty, or to diſcover the Worth d 
the new Lieutenant. Agricola, tho' the Seaſon w 
far advanc'd, with great Celerity gather'd togeths 
his ſcatter'd Troops and Auxiliaries, and march'dtq 
wards theſe formidable People, who kept themſel 
in places of Advantage, and durit not deſcend int 
indifferent Ground. He therefore with great Bray 
ry, placing himfelf foremoſt, advanc'd towards thet 
with his Army, and being feconded with the Ski 
and Courage of his veterane Soldiers, put them all 
Flight and Sword, ſo that the whole Nation wal 
moſt extirpated. Agricola, finding that all Thin 
were like to ſucceed. according to the Event of 
firſt Actions, immediately determin'd to make hil 
ſelf Maſter of the Iſle Mona, or Angleſey ; but this N 
ſign being ſo ſuddenly laid, Ships were wanting 
the Expedition, which defect was no:withſtandi 
fapply'd by-the great Policy and Reſolution of 
General. He commanded a choice Body of Aux 
ries, who were well acquainted with the Shallow 
the Waters, ſuddenly to paſs over, and invade 
Iſland ; and theſe, by the Cuſtom of their Natl 
Country, being able in Swimming to govern th 
ſelves, their Horſes and Arms, perform'd it ſo effal 
ally, that the Enemy, who firſt expected a Fleet, 
exceedingly ſurpriz'd and confounded, as ſuppoli 
nothing could be hard or invincible to Men that! 


A 
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ea a War with ſuch Reſolution. Whereupon they 
MW nmediately deſir'd Peace, and ſurrender'd the Iſland 


o the Command of Agricola, who now became great 
aa fimous, as having upon his Entrance, a Time u- 


Wally ſpent in Ceremony and Oſtentation, encoun- 


(WW: ſo much Toil and Hazard with great Succeſs. 
Agricola in theſe proſperous Proceedings of his For- 
unes, fought not with any glorious Relations or Let- 
ers, to improve and augment the Greatneſs of his 
onour ; but rather in ſeeking to ſuppreſs the Fame 
ff his Actions, made em become more ſplendent: 
Ind then applying himſelf to Civil Government, he 
WF: culated and reform'd many Abuſes and Corrupti- 
tens in his Family, in his Camp, and in the whole 
lu rovince, and eſpecially thoſe that afflicted the poor- 
err ort, as Exactions, encreaſe of Tributes, and Pay- 


iu ents of Corn, which had been very burdenſome to 


he Britains ; all which he moderated and level'd in 
uch a Manner, as they became eaſie to the Inhabi- 
ants, By ſuppreſſing theſe and the like Enormities, 
egain'd no leſs Honour than in the Field, all Per- 
ons beginning to entertain an honourablę Opinion 
their new Governor. And whereas the Britains, 
therto haraſs'd with Oppreſſions and Wars, had 
Jmall Leiſure or Inclination to apply themſelves to 
Mattzrs that accompany Peace, and to the Orna- 
dent of Civil and ſetled Societies; therefore they 
ere ready for Revolts and Inſurrections upon every 
ght Occaſion. The better to induce them by Plea- 
ures to Reſt and Quietneſs, he exhorted them in 
Invate, and aſſiſted them in publick to build Tem- 
les, Places of Reſort, and ſtately Houſes; and like- 
ils provided, that the Sons of the Nobility ſhould 
e carefully inſtruded in the liberal Arts and Sci- 
ices, commending the Induſtry, and preferring the 


lat they, who bur lately deſpis'd the Roman Lan- 
age, did now affect and ſtudy the Graces of it, 
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arts of the Britains before thoſe of the Gauls ; ſa 
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From that time alſo, the Roman Modes and Dreſſes 
h-came in requeſt, and the Gown commonly wore, 
proceeding by degrees to their ſoftneſs and incen 
tives to Debauchery, Portio's, Baths, and Banquet 
which by the Ignorant were term'd Genteelneſ, 
when in reality Tacitus tells us, they were but the 
Trappings of their Yoke and Bondage. By thek 
Means Agricola brought the Britains to a more gene 
cal Inclination to Peace, which partly by the Negli 
cence, and partly by the Avarice of former Gore: 
nors, had been no leſs odious than War it ſelf. 

In the following Year, Agricola, unſatisfyd with 
his former Conqueſts, diſcover'd new Countries and 
Parts of Britain yet untouch'd, or at leaſt not full 
{ubdu'd ; and being ambitious of drawing the Con 
tines of the Roman Empire into a larger compals, h 
marched Northward up to the very Frith of Taw 
Tweed, waſting all as he paſs'd, and without Rt 
{tance fortify'd the Paſſages with Caſtles and For 
which he ſtored with ſufficient Proviſions. By whid 
means every wintering Garriſon ſecured and guard 
it ſelf, and with the Summer-Service, ever repair 
the Winters Miſcarriages ; which continually dila 
pointed the Enemy, fo that Agricola had all the Sit 
ceſſes he cou'd defire. The following Summer he [pe 
in ordering and ſetling what he had over- run; all 
with ſuch Succeſs, that if the Valour of his Armid 
and the Glory of the Roman Empire cou'd have pt 
mitted it, they needed not have ſought-any otis 
Boundary in Britain. For the Friths of Glota, and l 
dotria, Dunbretton and Edenborough, two Arms of i 
oppoſite Seas, ſhooting far into the Land, were ol 
divided by a narrow Neck of Land, which Agr 
had ſecurd by Forts and Garriſons; ſo that the N 
mans were abſolute Lords of all the South Side, 4 
= i up the Enemy as it were within ano 
Iſland. yr 


/ 
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Chap. Vi Fi rus 


For theſe great Succeſſes and Exploits in Britain, 
Yericola not only purchas'd much Fame, but Titus 
o receiv d great Honours upon his Account, parti- 


cularly to be ſaluted Imperator the fifreenth Time. But 
his Emperor liv'd not to enjoy theſe Honours, be- 
ug ſuddenly ſnatch'd away, to the exceeding derri- | 
ment of the World, and to the unexpreſſible Grief of 


all his Subjects. Not long before, at the finiſhing of 
ertain publick Solemnities, in which he wept plen- 
ifully before the People, he retir'd into the Terri- 
ories of the Sabines, ſomewhat more melancholly 
han formerly, being diſcourag'd at ſome unfortu- 
te Omens. In his firſt Stage he was ſurpriz'd with 
2 violent Fever, and being carry'd afterwards in his 
Litter, and finding that he muſt ſubmit to Death, he 
ou'd not forbear expreſſing his mighty Unwilling- 
eſs to depart; and looking up to Heaven, with an 
uſual Tenderneſs complain'd, That he ſhou'd be ta- 
kin away ſo undeſervediy, and proteſting that in the whole 
urſe of bis Life, be did not know of any Action but one 


he ſame Town where his Father dy'd, not without 
upicion of his Brother's Treachery, being now in 
be 41/4 Year of his Age, having had but a ſhort 
Reign of two Years, as many Months, and twenty 
Days; a Prince too deſerving for ſo corrupt an Age, 
Ind one whom Tacitus ſays, was capable of any kind 
{ Dignity, in whoſe countenance was no leſs 
dweetneſs than Majeſty. This happen'd 48 Years 
iter our Saviour's Crucifixion ; about which Time 
ral dangerous Hereſies began to creep into tle 


* and corrupt the Purity of the Chriſtian 
ath, 


II. As ſoon as the Death of Titus was known and 
wliſh'd, a general Grief and Sadneſs appear d in all 


bat he cugbt to repent of, which he did not expreſs. The Death 
dhortly alter, he dy'd upon the Ides of September, in ¶ Titus. 


is City, which in a ſhort time ſpread it {elf through 
24 * 
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all the Provinces to the utmoſt Bounds of the En. 
pire; this Prince being lamented in all Parts, as tho 

the World had been deprived” of a perpetual Pr. 

tector. All the Senators, without any legal and u. 

gular Convocation, haſted to the Senate-Houſe wi 

great Impatience ; and ſhutting the Doors for a ting 

open'd them again, render'd more Thanks and Ac; 
knowledgments, and heap'd upon him more Praifs 

and Encomiums, than ever the Emperor obtain 

either before or after his Death, placing him all 

among their Gods; which ſhews with what great 

cilicy, and in how ſhort a Time a Prince may gait 

the Hearts of his Subjects. This great and veneg 

Domirian ble Reſpect that all had for him and his Father, cau 
mad: Em- his Brother Domitian to ſucceed him in the Empin 
preſs without Oppoſition or Contradiction, notwithſtang 
ing the ill Opinion that many had juſtly conceiyd q 
him, he being now about thirty Years of Age. Thi 
Pride and Ambition of this Prince had formerly y 
pear'din ſeveral manifeſt Inſtances, which caus d my 
ny to dread his Government; and tho he ſhew! 
great concern for the Death of his Brother, yet ſhot 
ly after his Arrival at the Empire, he inſolentiy d 
clardin open Senate, That it was be who bad givmi 
both to bis Father and Rrother, and that they bad but 
ſtor d it to him again. In the former part of his Reigt 
his Vices and Enormities were happily tempet d 
many wiſe and good Actions; in which Time. | 
ſpent and employ d many of his Hours in divers kind 
of Recreations and Diverſions, particularly in Arch 
ry and Gaming, in the former of which. he was 
wonderfully expert, that out of Glory he woudd 
ten cauſe his Page to ſtand at a great Diſtance wi 
his Hands ſpread for a Mark, where he won d ho 
with that Art, as to ſtick all his Arrows between! 
Fingers without any Hurt. And here I muſt not. 
mit one cruel, tho deſpicable Recreation, of wii 
all Authors take notice; which was his uſual Cu 
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f retiring an Hour in a Day into his Chamber, in 
e Beginning of his Reign, where his ſole Employ- 
gent was a ridiculous catching of Flies, and prick- 
g em through with a ſharp Bodkin; which Cu- 
om gave Occaſion to Criſpus, when one enquir'd, 
hether any Body was with the Emperor, ſharply * 
d anſwer, Not ſo much as a Fly. ph, 
The Beginning of his Reign was generally accep- 
ible to the People, at which time he ſhew'd ſo great 
Abhorrency to all Manner of Cruelty and Blood- 
ed, that he once reſoly'd by expreſs Edict to forbid 
je ſacrificing of Oxen. He alſo ſhew'd no Signs of 
rarice or Parſimony; but on the other ſide, gave 
quent Teſtimonies not only of his Moderation, 
tLiberality, behaving himſelf very bouiyifully to 
| that were about him, inculcating nothing to them 
much as to avoid Baſeneſs and Sordidneſs. Such 
heritances as were left him by Perſons who had 
dren, he wou'd not accept; and refus'd ſeveral 
her Eſtates ; and likewiſe remitted many. Penal- 
and Tributes which were his Right. He neg» 
ted all kind of Literature, which his Father and 
other had highly encourag'd ; only he was very 
ful and liberal in repairing of the Libraries which 
d been burnt, and recovering Copies of ſuch 
oks as had been loſt, ſending purpoſely to Alexan- 
to tranſcribe and correct them. But he had ſb 
ata hatred to Philoſophers, Machematicians, and 
rologers, that in the ſecond Year of his Reign, he 
tonly baniſh'd them out of Rome, but like wiſe out 
al ah. But in publick Edifices, Shows, and 
acles, he was no leſs Ambitious than any of his 
deceſſors. He rebuilt ſeveral ſtately and noble 
picks, which had been deſtroy'd by the Fire in 
brother's Reign; among the reſt, of the Capitol 
had been burnt again: But he was reſolv'd to 
pols the Honour and Glory of it to himſelf; for 
oy "01d not permit any Name to be put in the In- 
| N ö 3 - ſcriptions 


Ludi Sæ- 


culares. 


KH. 
84. and in a regular Courſe cou d be repreſented | 
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ſcriptions but his own, nor allow the leaſt menig 
of the Primitive Founder. In the Capitol he eres; 
- ed a new Chappel, which he dedicated to Fuji 
Cuſtas, as alſo a Forum, or a Hall of Juſtice ; andi 
Honour of Jupiter Capitolinus, he inſtituted thry 
ſorts of Conteſts to be obſerv'd every five Year, « 
Muſick, Horſemanſhip, and Wreſtling, in whichh 
diſtributed his Coronets in great Numbers. He lik 
wiſe built another Temple for the Flavian Family, 
Courſe or Liſts for Races and Wreſtlings, a Muſid 
Houſe, and many other publick and magnificy 
Buildings. 8 

The better to obtain the Favour and Applauſe ( 
the People, Domitian ordain d many publick Shak 
and Games which were exhibited wich wonder 
Pomp and Curioſity. Firſt, he caus'd a vaſt Laket 
be digg'd near the River Tiber, ſurrounding it wi 
{pacious Walls and numerous Seats; in which he 
preſented Sea-Fights, by great Numbers of Shi 
which almoſt amounted ro compleat Fleets, 4 
ſcarcely differ'd from real Battels. He alſo frequel 
ly exhibited that cruel Sport of Gladiators, and gi 
large Rewards to Chariot-Racers. He had likem 
his Tourneys, and Battels of Horſe-Men and Fol 
Men, and Huntings and Baitings of infinite Nat 
bers of Wild Beaſts, in which he exceeded all} 
Predeceſiors ; for he caus'd Women, as well as M 
publickly to fight with Wild Beaſts, In the ti 
Year of his Reign he caus'd the Celebration oftil 
great Games and Feaſts call'd Scalar, which of 
others were far the moſt ſolemn and magnilic 


once in a hundred Years, which was ſo long 1 
their Celebration by Auguſtus; only Claudius had 
derd them in his own Reign, without obſer 
Time or Order. In theſe ſolemn” and ell 
Games he added many Things, and beſides had! 


putations and Controverſies both in Latin and © 


hap. VI. DOMITIAN XII. 135 
Loſe, as alſo all kinds of Muſicians, Singers, and 
ancers, together with Virgins for running of Ra- 
s: In all which Solemnities he diſtributed great Re- 
ards, fitting Preſident himſelf, magnificently adorn d 
ich a purple Robe and Crown, with the Prieſt of 
iter, and College of the Havian Prieſts about 
m, with their Coronets. He alſo promoted all 
ds of Tragedies, Comedies, and Stage-Plays ; and 
concluſion,there were made by his Order all thoſe 
ſts, Games, and Revels, that ever had been ſeen 
known in Rome, beſides many which were new- 
invented. Among all which he made a Diſtribu- 
n among the whole Body of the Roman People of 
o Seſterces to every Perſon call'd Congiarii ; and 
ing the time of theſe Revels, which laſted a con- 
erable time, he made many ſumptuous Banquets and 
blick Entertainments; and there were thrown a- 
ng the common People all ſorts of Coins, Clothes, 
d other valuable Things out of Windows, which 
re call d Miſſilia. By which kind of Shows and 
nevolences, he was greatly eſteem'd by the vulgar 
tin the former Part of his Reign. 
But in ſome other Matters Domitian was more de- 
7edly commended and efteem'd ; particularly in 
Alminiſtration of Juſtice, in which he was more 
In ordinary diligent and induſtrious : He many 
[es ſat himſeif in an extraordinary Manner in the 
Jurts, and ſuperſeded the partial Sentences of the 
tumviri : He likewiſe admoniſh'd the Commiſſi- 
is and delegated Judges, not to incline too much 
the chetorical Perſwaſions of ſuch as interpoſed in 
behalf of the Slaves and Servants who demand- 
cir Liberty, ſeverely puniſhing ſuch Judges and 
unſellors as were corrupt, and acted by Bribes. 
lin this Matter he was ſo careful as to encourage 
Tribunes himſelf to accuſe a particular AÆAdile of 
tortion, and to demand Juſtice againſt him of the 
Ae, He was fo exact in relation to the Corrup- 
tion 
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tions, and Enormities of the City Magiſtrates, an 
the ſeveral Governors of Provinces, that there wx 
never known more Equity and Modeſty among thy 
great Officers, than in his Reign, tho' after his Dea 
moſt of the ſame Perſons were convie of all Man. 
ner of Crimes, He purſu'd his Father's and Brother; 
Deſigns as to the reforming of tedions Law. Suit 
and in baniſhing Delators and 'Promoters ; and he it 
charg'd ſuch as had been ſued in the Exchequer 
Years before, and had their Suits ſtill depending, ng 
allowing any new Proceſs to be made upon that 
count, but within a Years {pace ; and with this pu 
ticular Caution, That if the Infermer made not hi 
Charge good, he ſhou'd ſuffer Baniſhment. Helik 
wiſe prohibited the Caſtration of Children; and ſug 
as were Eunuchs already, and in the Poſſeſſion of th 
Merchants, he moderated their Prices, and reduc 
them to a more reaſonable Rate. Obſerving a u 
Plenty of Wine, and as great a Scarcity of Con 
the ſame Year, he concluded, that the great Cate i 
cultivating Vines had caus'd the neglect of Tillage 
to prevent which Inconvenience for the future, heh 
an Edict commanded, that no more Vines ſhould} 

planted in tal), and that they ſhou'd be cut down} 

the Provinces, or at leaſt reduc'd to a Moiety: Bt 

he perſiſted not long in this Reſolution. Having t 

ken upon him the Office of Cenſor, and the Regul 

tion of Manners, he reform'd many Abuſes in 

City; particularly he ſappreſs'd ſuch Libels and U 

famatory Writings, as any ways reflected upon f 

ſons of Quality of either Sex, and caus d them tol 

burnt, adding Diſarace and Infamy to the Authdl 

He turn'd a Senator out of the Houſe, purely fori 

immoderate Delight in Buffoonry and Dancin 

judging choſe Qualitizs below the Dignity of 

venerable Order. From ſuch Women as were de 

dalous in their Lives, he took away the Privilege 

Litters, and their Capacities of Legacies and * 


hap, VI. DOMITIAN XII. 237 
ance; and ſtruck a Roman Knight out of the Liſt of 
he Judges, for receiving his Wife after ſhe had been 
epudiate for Adultery. But as for the Whoredoms 
f the Veſtal Virgins, which had been accidentally 
legleted by his Father and Brother, he puniſh'd 
ithout Mercy: Such as were convicted but once, 
ufferd Death as ordinary Malefactors; but others 
vere bury d alive, according to the ancient Cuſtom, 
nd their aſſociate Criminals whipt to Death. Theſe - 
nd the like memorable Acts of Juſtice, have been 
johly applauded by many; but in moſt of em he 
zd ſuch Pride and Elation, and ſhew'd himſelf fo 
reſſively Vain-glorious, as gave almoſt evident 
i oke os of bis future Enormities. He was at preſent 
(ery various by reaſon of the Equality and Propor- 
on of his Vertues and Vices, till in Proceſs of 
ime, the latter prevail'd ſo as to drive him into all 
inds of Cruelties and Impieties. 
ln all the Beginning of this Emperor's Reign, Agri- Agricola 
la vigarouſly purſu'd his great Attempts and Enter- 2 5 
rizes in Britain; and after thoſe memarable Suc- 
ſſes in the laſt Reign, he continu'd his Progreſs, 
id with many — Conflicts ſubdgd ſome 
lacent Places and People, till then unknown to the 
mans; and likewiſe put Garriſons into thoſe Parts 
[Britain which lie towards Ireland. After this, ſuſ- 
King a general Inſurrection of the Caledonians, thoſe 
ce Northern Nations beyond Bodotria, in the fol- 
Wing Years he man'd out a Fleet to ſearch out the 
res and Harbours of that ample Region, and with 
k Army march'd for the North. After various Pro- 
ſons and Succeſſes, the Britains, intent upon no- 
Ing but Revenge or Slavery, by Leagues and Trea- 
5 multer'd up their whole Power; being at laft 
able, that a common Danger muſt be repell'd b 
onfederacy and Union. Theſe, as their laſt Ef- 
ad gather'd together above 30000 armed Men, 
ldes great Numbers of Youth, and luſty old __ 

b ä who 
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who formerly had been famous Soldiers, and fill 
thin'd the Scars and Badges of their Bravery,” Up 
the Approaches of both Armies, all Perſons ui 
great Eagerneſs and Impatience attended the duc 
of this deciding Battel ; and Galgacus both by Big 
and Merit Commander of the Britains, with a nd 
Warmth and Courage is ſaid to have ſpoken to th 
Effect. When I conſider the Cauſe of this War, and g 
preſent Urgency, 1 have Reaſon to preſume, that the fu 
Happineſs and Freedom of the hole Iſland will date thi 
Birth from this important Day. For we are the m q 
liant Remains of the Britains, ſeated in the remoteſ Pay 
beyond the Ken of thoſe Nations enſlav'd by the Eumz 
that our Eyes are yet unpolluted, and free from the Coy 
gion of Foreign Tyranny ; and this ſecret Receſs, unn 
to Fame, bath hitherto preſerv d us in all the Bleſmg 
Liberty, Beyond us is no Nation, nothing but Wave 
Rocks; on that Side, nothing but Bondage and Slat 
which we muſt expect from the Romans; a People un 
able in their Luſts, and unbounded in their Ambiti 
Thoſe Robbers of the World, and Ravagers of the Univq| 
now the exhauſted Lands can no more furniſh their Ram 
endeavoyr to rifle the wide Sea and Ocean. When th 
meet wid opulent Enemies, their Cruelty proceeds from 
varice; when with Poor, it ariſes from Ambition. 
Eaſt and Welt, vaſt as they are, cannot ſatiate theirs 
racious Minds; they, and they alone, with equal Gr 
neſs and Appetite, graſp at the Riches and Poverty of 
Nations. Dewvaſtations, Murders, and Extirpation, | 
with them under the falſe Names of Empire and Gove 
ment; and they boaſt of eſtabliſhing Peace in thoſe 
vinces they have render d deſolate. Our Goods arti 
Tribute, our Corn their Proviſion, our Bodies their Tok 
all kinds of Drudgery, and if the Modeſty of our Wiotd 
Daughters has preſerv d them from open Violence, wht! 
were Enemies, it cannot ſecure them from theit laſco 
Friendſhip, nom they are Gueſts. Other Slaves, whom 
ture and Fortune have deſtin'd to Servitude, art nun 
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8, ccir Maſters; but the Britains alone purchaſe their own 

und:ge, and maintain and ſupport their Oppreſſors. Were 
Enemies Courage in War equal to their Debaucheries in 
ce, we might juſtly dread their Arms; but their Glory 


heir Forces, Which are gather d out of many Nations; (6 
but one Miſcarriage of theirs will diſſolve their Power. In 
m, there you ſee Tributes and Slavery, here Death or Li- 
ty ; therefore let us remember the Glory of our Anceſtors, 
nd conſider the Happineſs of our Poſterit x. 
This Speech being vehemently deliver'd, was re- 
ziv'd with barbarous Songs, and confus' d Acclama- 
ons; while Agricola on the other fide encourag'd 
5 Men with all the Force and Charms of the Roman 
loquence, and fearing to be flank'd by reaſon of the 
nemies Numbers, he drew out his Front in the ut- 
oft Length, and advanc'd himſelf at the Head of 
is Foot. The Battel began at a conſiderable Di- 
ance, wherein the Britains ſhew'd great Art and 
ourage, by means of their broad Swords and ſhore 
ucklers, with which they bore off the Darts of the 
nemies, and pour'd in upon them with Showers of 
cir own. To prevent which Inconveniency, Agri- 


ance againſt them with their ſharp-pointed Buckſers, 
ich render'd their pointleſs Swords unſerviceable, 
(lo mangled their Faces that they were oblig'd to 
tire with great Precipitation. This Advantage be- 
g ſeconded by the Emulation of the other Cohorts, 
ſo furiouſly bore down all before them; and being 
ny Ways back'd and ſupported by the great Skill 
[their General, the Britains were at laſt diſpers d: 


words of their Enemies, others tho arm'd betook 
emlelves to Flight, leaving a Field diſmally firew'd 
ith heaps of Arms, Carcaſſes, mangled Limbs and 


ace, and Victory made ir pleaſant to the Conque- 
Tors; 


all owing to our Diſſentions : But our Union will diſſipate 


ood. Night and Wearineſs put an end to the 
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u order d the Batavian and Tungrian Cohorts to ad- 


ſilt many unarm'd ran deſperately upon the | 


De Roman Hiſtory. Bock. { 
tors; but the Britains, both Men and Women, wan 
dering in a deplorable Manner, ſpent the Nightig 
calling their loſt Friends, carrying off the Woundel 
in burning their Houſes out of Rage and Fury, 2 
ſhifting from one Hole to another. Sometimes ch 
conſulted with each other, and conceiv'd {oy 
Hopes; then again they were broken wich Comp 
ſion; and oftner with Madneſs at the Sight of the 
Wives and Children, ſeveral of which they deſtroy 
out of Pity, to prevent their future Miſeries. Thi 
victory put a ſtop to all future Reſiſtance, and Aj 
cola ſending out his Fleer along the Coaſts, they 1 
diſcover'd Britain to be an Iſland; and at the fan 
| Time found out the Ifles of Orknzy, and ſubd 
300 them, which had only been heard of till that Ting 
Wl | And thus after many Struggles and Conflicts, aba 
138 Years after Julius Cæſar's firſt Entrance, then 
Britain's moſt Limits of Britain, and the Orcades beyond it 
fnal Re- were by the Valour and Induſtry of Agricola mail 
auction. known to the Romans; and the greateſt part of ti 
A. P. Iſle reduc'd into an entire and civiliz d Province 
857. the fourth Vear of Domitian's Reign, the Goren 
ment of which was ever annex'd and appropriatdl 

to the Roman Emperors themſelves, and no ways 

the Diſpoſal of the Senate. 1 
Agricola having ſent a plain Account of the 
Tranſactions , without any amplifying Terms, 
Domitian, whole Vices and Impieties began mom 

penly to diſplay themſelves, his Letters were Tecel! 

with an open ſhew of great Joy, tho' in Reality Wi 

as much Trouble and Concern. For he was conſe 

ous to himſelf, that his late German Triumph 

both unjuſt and ridiculous; having bought cen 
Slaves of that Country, and dreſt them in the Hal 

of Captives to adorn the Solemnity ; whereas nos 
great and real Victory of many thouſands ſlain 
ſubdu'd, became current in every Man's Month. 


was dangerous, he thought, that the Tones 
b * 
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inte Perſon ſhan d ęclipſe the Glory of a Prince; 
F that he had in vain ſuppreſs'd che Srudy of Ora- 
ry and other Popular Arts, if another cou d thus 
paſs him in the Art of War. Being tormented 
ith theſe Thoughts, and muſing of it in his Cloſer, 
general Fore-runngr of Cruelty with this Prince, 
concluded it moſt convenient to conceal his Re- 
ments till che Fame of theſs ViRories, and the 
eat and Efteem of the Soldiers were ſomewhat a- 
ed. Therefore he cook care that Triumphal Or- 
ments, Statues, and other Hongurs ſhou d be de- 
xd him, and that in very honourable Terms by 
c Senate ; and to remove him from Britain, caus d 
Report to be ſpread, that the Lieutenancy of S- 
then vacant by the Death of 4tilius Rufus, and 
1d for Perſons af the higheſt Rank, was deſign d 
bim. By which politick Contrivance this wor- 
Commander was diſplac d from his Lieutenancy 
3r32ain, the Province being ſurrender d in a peacg- 
Condition to Saluſtius Lucullus, and that of Syria 
jos'd of otherwiſe. That his Entry into Rowe 
zu be obſcure and private, he came into the Ci- 
by Night, as he was order d; and by Night was 


yy 


im 
s 


. 


nitted into the Palace, where the Emperor re- 
d him wich a ſhort and ſilent Salutation; from 
om he quickly drew off among the reſt of the 
endants. After which, to preyent further Incon- 
e cacies, he gave himleif up to retir'd and unactive 
ce notwithſtanding his D ath ſome Years after 


- 
= 
o 
o 


g dot without Suſpicion off Poyſon by Domitians 
nl r e e , LETT 
gau did this Emperor treat his principal Com- 
fler Agricola ; a — Fore Thringr of an un- 
ſerous Reign, when. Princes become regardleſs 
e2lous of their Subjects beſt Services. He thor 
iter found the, Inconyenieney. of this kind. 8 
ene in the e Wa that happen g in 
"en, Whigh wer ai Enderra ken NE. 
i C 0 
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SF Roman Hiſtory: Boch þ 
ceſſity. The firft was againſt che Sarnen w 
rope, with whom were join'd thoſe of 4% A 

ny of the ancient Scy:b;ans, who all together iu 
the Roman Empire, and began a cruel, aud "Wi 
Tous War, at once deſtroying a Whole Legion 
2 General of the Romans. But after feveral'W 
forcements of the Legions, and much Bloodſhedjt 
. Sarmatians were overthrown, and conrad 
tire into their Country, with the Lols of maß 
their People. After which in the Eighth Yeu 
Domitians Reign, the Dacians, under the Condill 
Decebalus their King, made an Eruption out f 
Country, and extreamly afflicted the Roman State 
which War many bloody Battels were foughttol 
great Shame and Loſs of the Romans: At felt 
overthrew Oppizs Sabinus, a Man of Conſulat 
ty, and cut off the greateſt Part of his Arm 
next Cornelius Fuſcus, Captain of the Pri G 
in ſeveral Fights. Our remaining Authors are? 
brief and imperfect as to the Particulars t 
great and dangerons Wars ; but Tee whoſe 
Account of em is loſt, tells us, that mach 
and Standards of che Rimans were caſt WW ] G! 
the Raſhneſs or Cowardice of their Comm 
The Conteſts were not then for the Limits ore 


9 * 
1 


pite, aud the Banks of the Panube; but dhe Nan 


Legions, and the Provinces thethfelves were 
ger of being . Loffes being beapd! 
Loſſes, every Seaſon became unhappily"mems 
for ſome Calamicy ot Overthrow. But at fal 
Reman, Sears, rigorouſly exerting It inwart f 

and Strength, repelbd thoſe bitbarous Nations, 
not without the Aſſiſtance of Money, abd uni 
'procur'd Dowiti;» x Triumph, Which was norm 
48 28 1771 err er he'd 
| if Triumph; for he obtain d another bert 
'a People in Germam, with whom die meinen 
doubtful War; for Which he'vainly aum e s 
name of Germanitns, And caus d the c Mont ric 


x, becauſe in one of them he was made Emperor, 
id in the other he was born. | 


- 


re Gold and Silver, and of preciſe Weight, And 


inſt Heaven, when it has raisd em above the 


ne to himſelf Divine Honours, and to ſtile him- 
Our Lord and Our God; ordering likewiſe that no 


phe him into all kinds of Enormities, and was 
fatal Fore- runner of many exceſſive Cruelties, 
iroying great Numbers of all Sorts, without Mer- 
or Conſideration; ſo that he prov'd like Nero and 
eula, and not like his Father or Brother. He 


e of which had been Conſuls, particularly Civi- 
Orftus, and Accilius Glabriv, in their Baniſhments; 
ultly pretending Practices againſt the State. He 


executed only for his Jeſts, tho they were old 
innocent; Salwins Corceanus, for celebrating the 


falt Father's Side; Metius ef lanus, for being re- 
ed to have had an Imperia 
„bim to be Emperor; and other Pretences of the 


e Nature; and Salluſtius Lucullus, his Lieutenant in 


or ſuffering a new ſort of Lances to be call d 
hel 
ain 
ile 
nths 


R 2 _ ther's 
ä 


After this Domitian proceeded to higher Degrees of 
ide and Extravagancy, not permitting his Statues. 
the Capitol to be made of any Thing leſs than of 
Ambition is a boundleſs Madneſs, which ſets Men 
orld; ſo it caus d this Emperor impiouſſy to aſ- 


n ſhou d preſume to call him otherwiſe, either in 
ting or Diſcourſe. This monſtrous Arrogancy 


d many Illuſtrious Senators to be put to Death; 
rely in his Proconſulſhip of Aſia, and Salvidę- 
puniſn d Multitudes of others upon every ſlight 
fling Occaſion: Æliu Lamia among the reſt 


eit y of 0:49 the Emperor, who was his Uncle by 


roſcope, portend - 


lu s after his own Name. He commanded Fu- 

Ruficys to he put to Death for publiſhing. 4 

ng in Commendation of Peta Thraſea, and Hel- 
* Priſcur, two Philoſophers,! contrary to his Fa- 
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lr and October, to be call'd Germanicus and Domiti- 
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* The Roman Hiſtory, Bock 
ther's Promotion in the Empire ; upon which * 
caſion he a ſecond time baniſh'd all che Piep 


Mathematicians, cc. ont of Rame and n - So 
after this Decree the great Magician A 


N , 


- 


neus, having often endeayour'd to rival gur Saria 
was brought before Domitian, where periormips q; 
iy Tricks of Magick, is ſaid immediately to: ya 
out of ſight. $3 1. 2.3 ere 
Upon the account of the many Cruelties of { 
Emperor, and for {ome Affronts receiy'd, Lai 
tonius, Governor of the Upper Germany, id 
gerous Rebellion in thoſe Parts; and being Gt 
mander of a numerous Army, be ulurpd meh 
of Emperor. The Succeſs of this lnlurreaipn remay 
long doubrful, and became daily. more formidablal 
the Emperor, who had fo, much loſt the Love of 
Pe ople, till his General Normandus dexteroully i 
priz d Antonius, juſt when a ſudden Over-flown 
the Rhine bad ſtopp dthe Arrival of the.Genmay Al 
liaries, and deſtroy d both him and bis Army». 
News of this Victory, we are told, was brouglt 
Rome by Supernatural Means on the fame. Day 
the Battel was fought, to the great ſurprize d 
Emperor and City. 1 
After this Victory and Succeſs, Demitia C 
increas d, ſhewing no kind of Mercy to thols 
had been of the Adverſe Party; and that he 
throyghly revenge. himſelf, and diſcover all thei! 
complices, he invented new. kinds of Torture, 
ting Fire into their Privities, and ſometimes cus 
off their Hands. After which he became ext 
tant in his Cruelties, even to his greateſt Friend 
Favourites, in which he was not only fierce aud 
tive, but alſo exceeding ſubtle and artificial in 
prizing. The Day before he crucify dthe Compun 
of his Houſhold, he kindly. calt'd: him up 110 
Chamber, caus d him to ſit down. by him, dim: 
him cheerfully. and ſecure, and favour q hm W er! 


ö - | \ . 
yh of Meat from his oWn Table that Night. Ha- 
ing concluded on the Death of Aretinn Clement, 4 
. of Conſular Dignity, and one of his princi- 
Favourites and Emiſſaries; he ſent for him; com- 
emented him, ſhew'd him greater Favour than for- 
xerly, and carry'd him about with him in his dwn 
iter : And that he might abuſe the Patience of 
en with more Scorn and Contempt, he never pro- 
ounc'd any diſmal Sentence, but with a e 
ainble, full of great Clemency and Mercy; ſo 
it whenever he appear'd kind ànd gentle in the 
ologue, it was 4 certain Sign of proving cruel and 
obdy in the Epilogite. Having brought ſome Per- 
ns accus d of Treaſon before the Senate, to pre- 
ne them for his Deſign, he publickly declar d, That 
t Day won d manifeſtly ſhew bow dear be was to the 
te; by which Means he fote-ſpoke their Judg- 
ents, and eaſily prevall'd to have them condemn'd 
die wore Majorum, the moſt cruel of all Deaths: 
ich when he had obtain'd; as if he had been ter- 
hed with the Atrocity of the Puniſhment, he thus 
rceded with the Senate, Permit; I beſeech bu, Ve- 
fable Fathers, that I n obtain of you tender Pity 
lieb] know cannot be obtdin 4 but with great difficalty 7 
t theſe poor condemn d Mritebeſ may bt allow'd to make 
ice of what Deaths they will fuer: Ry 6 ding you Wil 
che your own Ejes from a diſmal Spectacle of Horroh, 
E the World will rake notite thut I as then preſens 
the Senate. 9 5 
In the midſt of theſe various Cruelties, this Em- 
tor gave himſelf up to all kinds of Luxury atid 
dontinence, and tb the Practice of all ſorts of c- 
tous and rapacious Acts. In the former he was tio 
notorious than the moſt vicious of his Pteaecel- 
s being enotmotifly addicted to Luſt and Wan- 
dels, and frequently converſing and ſwimming 
Ih the moſt ordinary and le wd Proſtitutes. H4- 
PE exhauſted his Treaſury by extrabrdinaty Bund- 
R 3 ings, 
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People, whether living or dead, upon the leaft { 


was ſufficient to ruin the Poſſeſſor. He confi 
| Inheritances, tho' never ſo remote, if but one Wi 
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learcht out and ſlain. Tho' afterwards two 


and inconſiderable, and underſtanding by them 
Chriſts Kingdom was not of this World, he dil 


be below his Fears and Jealouſies. 


The Roman Hiſtory. | Book! 
ings, by his frequent Exhibitions to the People; hy 
his Augmentation of his Soldiers Pay, aud of 
great Charges of the Empire, his Avarice bepany 
appear, and to ſhew it ſelf in its moſt ugly Form, 
ducing him to the Invention of all kinds of Rapid 
and Extortions. He ſeiz d upon the Eſtates of 


cuſation, by the firſt Informer; and the ſmalll 
Action or Word againſt the Majeſty of the Prag 


neſs cou'd be found to depoſe, That be beard the 1 
ceaſed Party ſay when living, That Cæſar was bir 
With which Artificial Contrivances, and as manyi 
thers as he cou'd invent, he never ceas'd ſqueeni 
and pillaging opulent Perſons, not only in Rimet 
Ttaly, but alſo in other Provinces ſubje& to the f 
pire; fo that Wealth and Riches now became 
Romans. greateſt Snare. But above all, the ſen 
[Tributes of the Fews, now the Abjects of the Wa 
was exacted with greateſt Rigour and Severity, 
only from ſuch as by open Profeſſion were Few, 
practis'd their Religion in the City, but from ff 
alſo as had diſſembled their Original, and by 
Means evaded the Impoſitions. And his enom 
Impieties having awaken'd in him the quickelt 

louſies, he became extreamly ſuſpicions of thel] 
of David, upon Report made to him, That fun 
ſhou'd ariſe a Perſon ho was to rule the whole Wi 
Whereupon this cruel Emperor commanded all d 
Fews of the Lineage of David to be diligal 


an Grandſons of St. Jude the Apoſtle, of that 
being brought before him, and finding them 


them, ſuppoſing their Meanneſs and Simplidit 


\ 
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At length to ſet a Seal to all former Wickedneſſes, The ſecond 


. 11T . 5 « general | 1 
his Emperor ſet himſelf to perſecute the Catholick Pieſicarss - i 


urch, and to deſtroy the Chtiſtian Religion; and . 


* by his Letters and Edicts, both in Rome and in other 4, 09. 
the infini bers of Chriſtions were baniſh'd = 
ces, infinite Numbers of Chriſtians were baniſh'd 91. 


a put to Death; upon whom he executed various 
-Cruelties. This was the ſecond general Perſecution 
r the Church, which broke out in the tenth YeSr of . 
his Emperor's Reign, and 26 Years after the begin- | 
ing of the firſt under Nero, tho' ſome place it three 14 
r four Years after; in which the beloved Diſciple | I 
dt. Jobn was ſent for to Rome, by the Proconſul of 1 
a, where by Domitian's Command he was thrown | 
itoa Cauldron of boiling Oil, or rather Oil fet on 

Ire; whence he was miraculouſly :preſerv'd: from 
Danger, and immediately after baniſh'd to the des 
olate Iſle of Patmos, where he wrote the Apocalypſe, 
which was a Divine Repreſentation of the State and 
ondition of Chriſtianity in the future Periods, and 
hee of the Church. Many other eminent Chriſtians 
ſfer'd in this Perſecution, particularly, Timotby was 
ond to Death in Epbeſus by Diana's Votaries ; and 
Diomyfius the Areopagite was martyr'd at A4rbens, Be- 
des, Domitian ſpar d not his Couſin- German Fl. 
mens, in the Time of his Conſulſhip, for being a 
imiſtian ; and baniſh'd his Wife H. Domitilla, his own 
unſwoman alſo, for the ſame Reaſon, into the Iſland 
andataria. Thus like his bloody Predeceſſor Nera, 
e rag d agaifiſt the innocent Chriſtiam, and likewiſe 
heit Perſecutors; but before his Death, after two or 
res * he moderated the Perſecution, and made 
ceale, 11 of i * 1 
Now Domitian by his brutiſh and bloody Practices, -" 
ecame odious to the greateſt part of his Subjects, it 


a | - * . 
em"! exceeding terrible to the Senate and Nobility ; | 
ane whole Body of which he often threatned by the | 


zen leleſs Deaths and Baniſhments of ſo many of 
en. Once the Senate-Houſe was beſet, and the 


R 4 Senators 
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The Roman Fiiſtory, Bock, 
Senators environ'd with Soldiers, to their grem Tl 
ror; another Time they wete driven to a molt 
mal Fright by a more private Contrivance-of a 
Emperor's; which ſucceeded in this manner. Dil 
tian, at a ſer Evening and Feſtival, made à kinda 
| ſolemn Invitation of the greateſt part of the nid 
to a publick Entertainment. At the Ertrance'ofi 
Palace they were all formally receiv'd; and chen 
nioufly conducted, and lock d up in a fpacionsBl 
hung round with Black, and illuminated by a 
elanclioly Lamps, which were only ſufficient 
fhew the Horror of the Place, and to diſosyet fl 
ral Coffins, upon which were fairly writtentheNan 
of the Senacors invited. The Senators wer 
with ſtrange Fears and Apprehenſions at the 
ance of this Diſmal Scene, and the Proſpect of Ya 
ſo ſolemnly carv'd out for them, well knowihg'll 
cauſeleſs and unreafonable Ctuekties of this E 
tor. In the height of their frightful Imagination 
ter along Waiting, their Fears were ificreas'd by4 
Entertainment of many naked Perſons, with ul 
Bodies all over blacken d, who enter'd the Huff N 
drawn Swords in one Hand, and e 
the other. The Gueſts at this dreadful AppeHu 
expected nothing but immediate Death, When 
denly the naked Perſons, after they had dane d 
time about them, ſer open the Doors, telling i 
That the Emperor gave all the Compuny leave to wit ban 
Thus did this Tyrant threaten the maiff Body f 
Senate at once; but he ſeldom threarned, Wich 
ſtriking, eſpecially if he once got their Nantes N 
a certain Table-Book, which he kept purpoltlyi 
cruel and bloody Deſigns. e 
As Domitian drew near the End of his. Reign, | 
Errors and Enormities became more confpicuown 
- notorious; he became more lazy and utracive, ih 
inſolent and revengeful, and like a thorough p# 
Tyrant, inſupportably jealous and ſuſpicions 
el 1 
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ſons, The Predicidns of the Cho/deans, and other { 
icologets; concerfiing his Death, gave kim violent 
pprebenſions; which, together with his numerous 
ines, made him live in perpetual Diſquiet, the 
ſt Suſpicion throwing him into the greateſt Anxi- 
A length he won d not admit any Priſoner or 
e iminal to be brought befote him, but in private, 
with the greateſt Caution; nor wou d he hea 

oc them plead for themſelves, till he had firſt 
ur dtheit Chains in his Hands : And that his Do- 
flicks might perceive how unſafe it was for any to 
apt the Liſe of his Patron, upon any Pretencs, 
commanded Epaphroditusto beexecuted, for being þ 
pos d to aſſiſt Nero in his Death, tho he deſit d it | 
ſelf; being firſt deſerted by the reft of his Friends. - 
ly; his Jealouſies increas d to that Degree, that Hl 
ms d his Gallery, in which he uſually walk d, to 
ſet about with a certain Stone call d Phengites, by 
Btightneſs of which he cou d diſcern what was 
behind him by Reflection as in a Glaſs. He 
ame daily tormented with ne Omens 
Portencs ; but nothing more tetrify d him than 
Anſwer of Aſcleterion, the Aſtreloger, and the 
ge Accident that enſu d. For he being ageus . 
Donitian, of publiſhing the Predictious of his 
th, and not denying the Charge, the Emperor 
lif he knew his 6wn Fortune; and. what wou'd 
tis Death; the Aſtrologer reply'd, Ibat he ſhou'd 
wur d by Dogs. To convinee the World, af he 
ght, of his Error, he eaus d him immediately to 
un, and burn d with all poſſible Gare and Cau- 
; which while his Officers were effecting, a fu- 
* Tempeſt ſuddenly aroſe, blew down the Fune- 
le, and threw off the Body; where the Dogs 
ceident caught it up, and devour'd: it before it 
half burnt. His Jealouſies extended likewiſe to 
en and Learned Men, eſpecially 11 
n he puniſh'd fot their que Praiſes of 9 * 

F Mien. 
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Men. He always dreaded theſe, well knowing th 


finiſhing his Hiſtory of the Fewijſh Antiquities/iny 


many eminent Writers, particularly Martial;\thewi 


ries in this Reign, was to ſee and be ſeen; wi 


cret, and being inur'd to that violent Expedient 
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Death of his Couſin Clemen: above-mentioned, 
haſtned by Reaſon of an accidental Dilcovery® 


% 


wiſe and faithful Men continually obſer vd and en 
demn'd the hainons Offences of Tyrants, and wa 
record them for the good of Poſterity. No 
ſtanding Foſephus by a happy ' Fortune"retain'd d 
Favour, if not the Encouragement of thisEmpeny 


x 3th Year of this Reign. At which Time ffouriſ 


ty Epigrammatick Poet; Fuvenal the declaimings 
tyriſt, who lively expos'd the Vices of this con 
Reign; that ſonorous Enthuſiaſtick Poet Sau 
begins the 4th Book of his Sy, with the Oelen 
tion of Domitian's 17th Conſulſhip, which was in 
74th Year of his Reign; with ſeveral othen 
were prompted more by the Genius of the Natit 
than the Encouragement of the Emperor. 

The laſt part of this Reign is repreſented by Tu 
tus, as the moſt miſerable' and inſupportable of a 
preceding; in which he tells us, Domian, not at 
Times, and by various Degrees, but wiel an un 
terrupted Courſe, and with one Blow, as id Wee, 
deavour'd to ruin the State. Nero exercis d abom 
ble Gruelties, but withdrew his Preſence, and lo 
not on: But the principal Part of the R 


Mens ſecret Sighs were regiſter'd ; and when 
fern Countenance and fiery Viſage of the I 

with which he arm'd himſelf againſt Confuſion 
Bluſhing, eou'd endure publickly to obſerve and 
the Fears and Paleneſſes of ſuch an inſinite Num 
of People. But a Period was ſoon put to kisfun 
Proceedings; for Rome had now learn d the fan 


burthening its ſelf of Tyrants and Moniters. 
Ruin was much promoted by means of the 1 
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Pon Wife Domitia, who ſearching into/his black Ta- 


le- Book, found her own Name there, with many of 
is principal Friends, particularly Stepbanu his Ste w- 
rd, Norbanus and Petronius, to whom ſhe ſhew'd the 
Book, in order to oblige them to concert Matters 
with her, and diſpatch Domitian. Theſe and ſeveral 
others, to whom the higheſt Friendſhip had been 
hewn, were ſoon perſwaded into a deep Conſpira- 
which they form'd and carry d on with the greateſt 
Diligence and Secreſy. Of theſe Srephanus-and Par- 
benius were Principals, the latter of which was Do- 
yitian's chief Chamberlain, and the former for ſeve- 
Days had worn a Dagger in his left Arm, which 
e wrapt in Wooll, pretending an accidental Hurt 
nthat Place. Having after divers Conſultations, de- 
mined the Manner and Method of Proceeding, 
bey impatiently waited for the firſt Opportunity to 
put their fatal Deſign in Execution. 
The Roman Writers take notice of ſeveral preſa- 
ing Omens before his Death, particularly frequent 
nd terrible Flaſhes of Lightning, which drove him 
Imoſt to Deſpair, and caus d him to cry out, Let 
ore frike whom” be pleaſes. He had notice formerly 
the Day and Hour of his Death, according to 
dme, and the preceding Day havihg order'd ſome 
doice Fruit, which were preſented him, to be re- 
d againſt the next, he added; If it be my Fortune to 
Je them : Then turning to thoſe about him, he told 
dem, That the next Day ſome fatal Thing wou'd be per- 


Ut Midnight he was ſo affrighted, as to leap out of his 
Kd; and the next Morning he ſent for an Aſtrolo- 
er who came from Germany; and condemn'd him to 


gs portended a Revolution in the State. At Night 
Nen his Fears were greateſt, heenquiring of his At- 
endants what Hour it was, they falfly told him Mid- 
Ight, which was an Hour later than that which he 
appre- 


@ 


m d, which ſbou d prove the Diſcourſe of all the Warld. 


heath, for declaring to him that the late great Light - 
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apprehended. At which, being tranſported; ff ot 
Danger was paſt, he haſtned to his Bath for the g 
freſhment of his Body; but Parrhenims; wir 
Earneſtneſs led him another way, pretending he 
got a Perſon in his Chamber, who had a Matter 
the —— — to diſcover to him, and ſich 
as cou d not ſafely be deferr d. In which Chamb 
he was met by Stephanus; who under pretence of dif 
Foxering Conſpiracy; preſented Domitian With 1 
Lift of ſeveral Names; and-whiile he was reading 
with great Horror and Aſtoniſnment, he ſuddenly 
ſtruek his Dagger into his Groin, Whereapon dh 
mperor cry ing out, clos'd with him, and with gre 
iolence threw him to the Ground, before he conll 
give him a ſecond Wound; but in tlie midſt of the 
Struglings, Part henias, Clodianus, Maximus, and Sats 
rius, with other Conſpirators; who were of his on 
Houfhold, ran all furiouſly upon him, and with! 
ny Wounds diſpateh'd this impious Tyrant. RA 
moſt incredible what ſome Writers teport concert 
ing Apollonins Tyanens, formerly mention d, who bein 
at Epbeſws, at the ſame Minute that Dimitiah N 
ſlain, ſuddenly cry'd ont with great Bagetnels 
rage brave Stephanus! Strike the Hramt home; and ig 
mediately after ſaid, All is well; the Tyrant ij M,“, 
be is juſt now ſlain. | 22 
This was the wretchied End of Havi Domi 
the twelfth Emperor of Rome, in the 4th, Year 
his Age, and the 1 ed of his Reign; a Perſon, wi 
tho he had the noble Examples * 2 Father and In 
thet, by his deteſtable Vices and Ambition, became 
odious and abominable, that the Empire gro 
with his Burden, and the World cou d contain i 
no longer. The Jadgments of Heaven were ſtill mn 
exemplary in the Indignities offer'd to his Body i 
his Memory: For tho his Death was takefi heine 
by his Prætorlan Guards, who were often Inſtrumet 
of his Cruelty, and therefore offer d to canoniae 
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«a God; yet the Joy of the Senate was ſo extra- 
ordinary, that being aſſembled in the utmoſt Haſte, 
hey cou d not abſtain from reviling him after the 
noſt opprobrious and contemptuous manner imagi- 
able, commanding Ladders. to be immediatel 
ought, all his Scutcheons, Statues, and Images to 
e torn down, and deſtroy d before their Faces; and 
lat made a Decree, That no more Honour ſhou'd be 
own at bis Funeral, than was allowed to a common Ruf 
un; that all bas Inſcriptions ſhon d be totally raz'd ; 
ut bs Name ſhoud be ſtruck out of the Regiſters of 
ume, and bis Memory aboliſh'd for ever. He differ'd 
rom Caligula and Nero in this, that tho' he was ra- 
her more-cruel, he was not altogether ſo irregu- 
xr and extravagant; and by a happy preſerving the 
uſtice of Governors and Magiſtrates, he kept the 
ire from general Rebellions and Revolts ; by 
ich Means he reſcu'd himſelf from Nere's Guilt 
f ſowing the Seeds, and creating of Civil Wars 
ter his Death. His Death put a Period to the Fa- 
lily of the en, and was the laſt of thoſe Em- 
erors, vulgarly call d The Twelve Cæſars; of which 
falint, Auguſtus Veſpaſidn, and Titus, were Perſons, 
0' not faultleſs, of ingular Merits and Renown ; 
e and O:ho had great Vices and Errors; Tiberius, 
Blizuls, Claudius, Nero, Vitellins, and Domitian, tho 

Mmmendable for ſome Qualities, were Monſters of 
ankind, and Peſts of the World. Of all of them, 
t three dy'd a natural Death; moſt, if not all 
e reſt, having been the juſt and wilſul Cauſe of 
tir own Ruin and. Deſtruction. The Death of 
e laſt happen'd U. C. 849, it being 138 Years af- 
the Beginning of the Imperial State of Rome 
der Julius Ceſar, 121 after the full Settlement of 
e Empire by Auguſtus, 96 Years after our Savi- 
Is Birth, 63 after his Crucifixion, and 25 after 
e Deſtruction of Feruſalem. | 
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rom the! Death of Deinitian, obs: lat: 45 the 


Twelve C S A'RS,"ro the Death' of Trajan, 
the Faurteewth Emperor. who brought the Em. 
Pre to; the atioſt Extent and Power. l 70 
Containing the, Sate of 21 1 Tear ears. ory 7 11 
| 0 117 E 33 been a 
and afflicted with the lawleſs Actions of 
a barbarous and tyrannieal Prince, and 
by all the Miferies and Calamities of Ar- 


krary Power; ſo that the Death of Dasnitian, how 


gular ſoever, prov'& A gigar Relief and $xtrgordi- 
nary 
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nary Satisfaction to the Greateſt and Wiſeſt of d 
City, who under his Reign cou'd have no Secu 
either of their Lives or Eſtates. Many Perfid 
Hopes were rais d and enlarg d by a Proſpe& ofthe 
Golden Days that ſucceeded, which they belies 
were portended by Dowitjan's late Dream; bf havin 
a Golden Neck and Head grown upon his Should 
Tho? this was but a ſmall Foundation for Me 
Hopes, yet in the Event, thoſe profperous Ting 
prov'd true, by reaſon of the Moderation and Wil 
Government of the five ſucceeding $, wh 
tho' Foreigners, procur'd that Happinels to the 
man State, which but few. of its own Natives y 
Neighbours cou'd afford. The Senate, after fox 
Moderation of their Tranſports of Joy for Dei 
ans Death, and ſome ſmall. Conſulcations, i 
diately took care to provide a Succeſſor, betore x 
other ſhou d be choſen by the Army ; and Cu 
Nerva, being at that time, for his many Vert 
Experience and Age, a Perſon of tlie greateſt 
putation and Efteem in Nome, he was made Eng 
ror by his Suffrages, having been ficſt favonrd i 
afliſted by Petronias Secundus, Captain of the Pra 
an Guards, and Parthenius, one of the late Conſpi 
tors. Nervs was of an illuſtrious Family, ſprupg in 
a Father of the fame Name, and born in ghe Ii 
Crete, tho molt (ay in Narnia a City in UR dl 
others ſay Spain being now above Sixty Tour Ya 
of Age, and not without ſome bodily 'Infirmingh 
He had been often invited to take upon him the ned 
pire in the late Reign, and was ofcen in Danger d ; 
Domitian; therefore he was the more ready to ace 
of this Dignity, tho declining in Years. 7 | 
 Nerva was fearcely receiv'd in che Senate, and 
low'd of as Emperor, when he was exceeding!y10 
priz d by a falſe Rumour, That Damitiar was ftilla 
and chat the Report of his Death was only a 


toe to create nei Miſchieſs and Cutis 


* | ; 8 
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eus extreamly confounded this wary and timorous 
ince, lo that his Countenance was ſuddenly chang'd, 
Voice loſt, and he hardly able to ſtand ; till Par- 


ni gave him ſuch aſſurance of the Truth of his 
ach,thathe recover'd his former Temper and Reſo- 


their utmoſt Reſpects, and to receive him as 
ir Lord and Emperor; all ſhe wing great Satisfacti- 
and no lefs Hopes of future Proſperity and Suc- 
„ Many Ccngratulatory Speeches and Comple- 
nts were made to this new Emperor; but that 
m Arrius Antonius, à very wiſe and juſt Man, and 
intimate Companion, was of adifferent kind from 
reſt. For having embrac'd him with great Fami- 
ty, he openly told him, That in Conſideration of his 
ancement to this high Dignity, he tame with the reſt to 
atulate the good Fortune of the Senate and People of 
ie, and the Happineſs of the Provinces of the Empire, 
wd not congratulate Him upon any Account. For, 
ceded he, having by your Wiſdom and Virtue, now 


icked Princes, you plunge your ſelf into new Troubles 


vill unjuſtly preſume upon your Favour, in reſpect of 


beconte greater and more violent Enemies, than thoſe 
openly declare themſelves your Foes, + wi | 

ſer the finiſhing of the Ceremonies and the ac- 
med Solemnities, Nerva diligently and cloſely 
jd himſelf to the great Affairs of the Publick, 


bis firſt was the reſcinding of the odious Acts 
Uccrees of his Predeceſſor Domitian, particularly 


, 
* — 


ing the ſcatter'd Chriſtiant; who from Rome and 
Cities were baniſh'd in the late Reign, permit- 
0 em the free Uſe of their Religion. In the 
x dfwhich general Indulgence; St. Fobn the Evan- 
* 3 


— 
Sm 43% 
77 
f 
4 


jon. Shortly after, the whole Senate went to pay 


ily eſcap'd the Malice of your Enemies; and the Injuries 


Dangers, and expoſe your ſelf to the Cenſure and Ha- 
Fall, both Friends and Enemies; eſpecially the former, 


m Amity ; and if any of their Suits be deny d, they © 


perſorm' d ſeveral noble and excellent Things. 
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The Chri- 
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geliſt left the Iſle of Patmos, and return'd into a 
ancient Charge, chiefly fixing himſelf at Epbeſus, th 
Care and Preſidency of which he took upon hin 
and by the Aſſiſtance of Seven other Biſhops g 
vern'd that ſpacious Dioceſe. This Emperor ſten 
the like Kindneſs and Humanity to all others, w 
were unjuſtly baniſh'd by his Predeceflor ; and i 
wile releas'd and diſcharg'd all the Cities of the N 
pire from thoſe ſevere Impoſitions which Veſpaſuny 
Domitian had laid upon them. He particularly 
mov that rigorous Tribute upon all Carriages, whi 
had been look'd upon as ſo great a Grievance in 
neral, that the Senate commanded Coyns to be ti 
ted in remembrance of the Goodneſs of the EN 
ror that eas'd Italy) of that Burden. - To many 
by Demitian had been unjuſtly diſpoſſeſs d of th 
Goods, he commanded the Owners to be reſtor( 
all ſuch as cou'd be found about the Imperial Pan 
And he not only ſhew'd himſelf liberal to thoſe i 
were oppreſs'd ; but to all poor Men who had & 
he caus'd them to be bred up at his own Charges. 
made alſo a munificent Diſtribution among all 
People of Rome, in a larger Meaſure than wasul 
ly made by any of his Predeceſſors; and toſomt 
cay'd Citizens, who he knew had no Eſtates, he al 
certain Poſſeſſions, which he purchas'd for that 
pole, to be divided among them; all which he le 
the Care and Management of certain Senator 
pointed for that purpoſe. And above all, he « 
ferr'd great Favours, and beſtowed large Gifts 1 
his Friends and Relations; and his Liberality 
generally ſo extenſive, that at his firſt Arrival 
Empire, he was conſtrain'd to ſell his Gold and 
ver Plate, and other rich Moveables of his How 
enable him to perform his many bountiful Ol 
His Liberality likewiſe extended to Learning, 
learned Men, of whom he was a great Incoui 
being himſelf very eloquent and a good J 


% 


nia aſſures us; in whoſe Time flouriſh'd, be- 
des ſome eminent Writers mention'd in Domitiaus 
geign, that celebrated Inſtitutor of Youth 24in- 
Man. . e e Bl A | 
This Emperor was no leſs noted for his Mildneſs 
Ind Clemency, than his Bounty and Liberality, in- 
much that he ſolemnly ſwore, That no Senator of 
ome ſhou'd by bs Commandment be put to Death, tho 
ber gave never ſo juſt anOtcaſion ; which Oath he ſo 
ligiouſly obſerv'd, that when two of that Rank 
ad conſpired againſt his Life, he us d no kind of Se- 


ww 9 


them ſee be was not ignorant of their traiterous Deſigns, 


cd them on each fide of him, and preſented each 
th a Sword, telling them before all the World, 
bit they might experience the goodneſs of the Gear's 
Body. This and other uncommon Acts of Cle- 
cy, gave Occaſion to ſome to murmur againſt 
Lenity of his Government, alledging, That ſuch 
at Mildneſs caus'd too much Loofneſs and Corruption in 
State ; and Fronto, à principal Man in Rome, fre- 
md openly to declare, That it was a great  Misfor- 
t to live under that Reign, where all Things were for- 
lien, but a worſe under that where all Things were al- 
4. Upon notice of which Boldneſs, Nerva ſhew'd 


Uſeveral Things which gave Occaſion for ſuch a 


L uprightly, that he acted nothing of Moment 
out the Aſſiſtance of others, and he procur'd 
25 were of the greateſt Experience in Rome, b 

loſe Advice and Counſel, he provided, ordained, 
L diſpatch'd all Matters of Conſequence. Yet 
ralon of his Mildneſs and Remiſſneſs in ſome 
fuculars, the great Officers of State and Gover- 
of Provinces were accus'd of being more cor- 
Nin their Adminiftrations, and more burdenſom 
S 2 to 


8 


rity againſt them: But firſt ſending for them, To 


 carry'd them with him to the publick Theatre, 


t (mall Anger, but prudently prohibited and al- 


lure; and he ſo much defir'd co govern wiſely 
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to the People, than under that Tyrant Dua 
who by a happy and vigorous Reſolution, reſtrain} 
a great Part of their ſhameleſs Briberies and inding 
Practices. And by this Means likewiſe, ſeyen 
were condemn'd thro the Accuſation of Sycophany 
particularly Suras a Philoſop er. 
During the ſhort Time of his Reign, he made 
veral good Laws and Ordinances ; among which 
ſtrictly prohibited a common Abuſe of that Apt 
which was the Caſtration of Males ; a Cuſtomwhid 
Demitian had likewiſe condemn'd, tho not wholly 
mov'd, He alſo forbad that any Man ſhou d m 
his Niece, or Brother's Daughter, which was fi 
allow'd in Claudiuss Reign; and ſettled ſeveral o 
Things that wanted Reformation. He put all tha 
Servants and Slaves to Death, who had taken thek 
vantage of the laſt Reign, and ſought the Lis 
their Maſters by turning Informers ; and likewilet 
dain'd, that no Perſons of that Rank ſhou'd be hey 
in any Accuſation againſt their Maſters. He wa 
not permit any Statues to be erected in his Hon 
bee down all thoſe Gold and Silver Statue 
Danitian's, which the Senate had ſpared, and d 
verted them into large Sums of Money. He fol 
great many rich Robes and Plate, much of the! 
niture of the Palace, and retrench'd ſeveral unte 
nable Expences of the Court. At the ſame tims 
had ſo little of Avarice in his Temper, that when 
rodes Atticus had found a large Treaſure in his Ho 
and to avoid Calumnies, had diſcover'd to Hil 
the legal Owner; Nerva generouſly wrote to hit 
tere, Uſe it : But the other not believing himſel 
cure, gave him to underſtand, That this Treaſurt 
c:eded the Condition of a private Perſon; Whereupon 
Emperor readily reply'd, Ergo abutere, Then abuſe 
being freely willing to reap none of the Profit l 
ſelf. He was alſo a noted and frequent Recond 
of all Differences and Conteſts, and had fo g 
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oafdence in his own Innocence, that he often 
aid, That tho be ſhou d quit the Empire, and return to 4 
vate Life, be had done nothing that cou d cauſe him to 
ur any Man. He had ſo ſmall a Fear of Virgilius 
uf, a moſt popular Man, whom the Armies had 
ormerly ſet up for Emperor, that he made him his 
llegue in the Conſulſhip; and upon his Death 
bortly after, he gave him an honourable Epitaph, 
porting, That Rufus's aſſuming the- Empire, was ſole- 
fer bis Country's Good. Notwithſtanding the Acti- 
s of this Prince gave him no Reaſon to fear E- 
emies, yet he liv'd not free from the treacherous 
ractices of his Subjects: For beſides the forementi- 
n'd Senators who aim'd at his Life, Calpurnius Craſ= 
„ with ſome others, form'd a dangerous Conſpi- 
cy againſt his Perſon, but this was timely reveal'd 
this good Emperor, who according to his wont- 
| Clemency, wou'd uſe no Severity, but reſted ſa- 


Ipable,tho' the Senate deſit d to infli a more rigo- 
bus Puniſhment. Still he continued in his uſual Secu- 
y, his Symbol being, A good Mind poſſeſſes a Kinggom. 
This Emperor had no remarkable Wars abroad, 
ut was not free from ſome Diſturbances among his 
dldiers at home, more eſpecially in the Beginning 
| the Second Year of his Reign; all which aroſe 
pon the Account of Demitian's Murder, which they 
lolv'd to revenge the firſt Opportunity. Caſperius 
fliauus, Captain of the Prætorian Cohorts, was the 
incipal in this Commotion, who zealouſly excited 
e Soldiers to deſtroy all thoſe who had join'd in 
e late Emperor's Aſſaſſination; which they de- 
min d to put in Execution, though Nerva neither 
we them Encouragement nor Permiſſion. This 
lotion was ſudden and impetuous, and the Empe- 
r extreamly concern'd, reſolving to prevent their 


e Empire, or to die in their behalf; all which 
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yd with only the Baniſhment of thoſe who were 


emands, and protect thoſe from whom he receiv'd 
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he openly declar'd and publiſh'd. But the Manet 
was carry d on with ſuch Violence and Reſolnting 
that the old Emperor wanted ſufficient Power a 
Vigour to put a Stop to their Fury; So that Stehle 
nus and Petronius were ſlain, and all others who wen 
pronounc'd guilty by Caſperius; who reſted not heꝶ 
but conſtrain d Nervs himſelf to give Thanks tothy 
Soldiers before the People, for deſtroying: the wal 
and moſt impious of all Men. This was a wy 
ſenſible Affliction to the Emperor, whoſe Pope 
and Authority daily declin'd; and now finding th 
his Age and Infirmities render d him almoſt contem 
tible to his Soldiers, he reſolv'd to adopt ſome wa 
thy Perſon for his Succeſſor, who ſhou'd be abl 
both to ſupport him, and govern after his Deces 
Tho Nerva had many conſiderable Friends and N 
lations, who endeavour'd for this high Dignity, yd 
like a noble, juſt and generous Prince, he fought d 
ly the publick Good of his Country, and wiſch 
made choice of Ulpius Traj anus, an utter Stranger . 
his Family, then Governor of the lower Geng 
and the greateſt and moſt deſerving Perſon of i 
Age: Having put his Determination in Executint 
and the accuſtom'd Solemnities perform d, he 
dopted him in the Capitol, made him Cæſar in il 
Senate, and immediately ſent Ambaſſadors to hid 
at Cologne, with the Enſigns and Arms of the En 
pire, and a Verſe in Latin, deſiring him, To come al 
ſuccour him, The adoption of Trajan prov'd ſo gre 
a Curb to the Licentiouſneſs and Mutinies of ti 
Soldiers, that for the future they remain'd in a pe 
fect Quietneſs and Obedience. But Nervs livd 1 
long to enjoy the Benefit of this happy Choice; | 
about three Months after, he was feiz'd with 2 . 
lent Paſſion againſt a Senator call'd Regulus, i 
by ſtraining his Voice, he was put into ſuch a Di 
order; that by reaſon of the Feebleneſs of his K 
% and the Lowneſs of his Spirit, be Jell-in 


— 
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Fever, and ſhortly after dy'd, being almoſt 66 Years 
of Age, aſter a ſhort Reign o 

and nine Days. Thus dy'd Cocceius Nerva, the thir- 
teenth Emperor of Rome, a Prince of great Wiſdom, 
Generoſity and Moderation; and ſo much the more 
commendable for his impartial Choice of ſo brave a 
Succeſſor. He was deify'd by the Senate according 


depulchre of Auguſtus. 


II. The Roman Empire in the laſt Reign, had but 
partly recover d its Miſeries and Loſſes occaſion d by 
ie Tyranny and Miſmanagement of Domitian; but 
his preſent Reign ſeems to have been the peculiac 
are of Providence to reſtore all Things to their for- 
ner Luſtre, and to ſpread the Roman Fame to a lar- 
fer Extent than ever. Trajan was at Agrippina, or 
lane, or returning from thence when Nerva dy d, 
wing firſt reduc d all Germany beyond the Rhine, to 
ts former State and Condition; for which and other 
joble Qualities he was joyfully receiv'd at Rome by 
he Senate and People, and obey'd as Emperor. He 


of Seville; being now above 42 Years of Age, of 
ſtrong Body and vigorous Mind, happily temper'd 
ich the furious warmth of Youth, and the wary 
wperience of old Age; ſo that he was in all Re- 
pas prepar'd for the greateſt Attempts, and the 
obleſt Enterprizes. His Father's Name was Trajan, 
Ind his Wife's Plotina, a Lady of great Note, whoſe 
odeſty and Piety in this exalted Station, was high- 
j eltcem'd by the Romans. In the beginning of, his 
gn, he was bleſs'd with the Happineſs of ha- 
15 the greateſt Maſter of this Age, that admira- 
1 Philoſopher and Biographer Plutarch, who, at 
ens firſt Arrival at the Empire, is ſaid to have 
tit to him to this purpoſe. Since your Merits, with- 


84 out 


one Year, four Months 9 Nervs. 


o the ancient Cuſtom, and his Body interr'd in the 


s 2 Spaniard by Birth, of an illuſtrious Family, u En- 
orn in a Town call'd Italica, not far from the Ci“ 
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out Importunities, have gain d you the Empire, I myſt en 
gratulate both your Virtue, and my own good Fortune: f 
at leaſt your future Government proves anſwerable"th * 
former worth: Otherwiſe you have ſubjected your ſelf ud 
Perils, and me to the Cenſures ef detracting Tongues, I 
Rome will never ſupport an Emperor unworthy of ber ſi 
and the Errors of the Scholar will be charg'd upon the ty 
ſter: Upon which account Seneca is reproach d, and ki 
Fame ſtill ſuffers for the Enormities 2 Nero; and wa 
Socrates and Quintilian have not eſcap'd Cenſure forth 
Miſcarriages of their Pupils. But you, if you till cont 
nue what you are, and recede not from your ſelf, will an 

| Fainly adminiſter ali Things as becomes your Dignity, "| 
yon lay the Foundation of Government on the Command 
your own Paſſions, and make Virtue the Scope of all yu 
Adiens, they will all proceed in true Harmony and Ori 
1 have ſet before you the Power of Laws, and the Cini 
Conſtitutions of your Predeceſſors ; which if you obſerve u 
obey, Plutarch js then your Guide of Living: Ful 
wiſe, this praſent Letter ſhall be my publick Teſtinuny | 
gainſt you, That you. ſhall not ruin the Roman Em 

under the Pretence of the Counſel and Authority of Platard 
Trajan ſtrictly obſerved theſe and the like Methods 
and it's believ'd, that this wiſe Emperor made uſed 
Plutarch in all his Counſels, and that the great Hap 
pineſs that attended all his Actions and Adminiſta 
tion, proceeded in a great meaſure, from his nobl 
Inſtructions. Ts | 
Trajan with great Care and Induſtry, ſet about 
the Adminiſtration of the Government, and purlul 
it with that Mildneſs and Moderation, that Juſtia 
and Impartiality, together with that Wiſdom all 
Sagacity, as caus'd the Admiration as well as tl 
Love and Satisfaction of the Senate and People 
Rome. He firſt endeavour'd to reform the Laws, a0 
to cauſe them to be obſerv'd; and that Equity 
Juſtice ſhou'd be ſtrictly and faithfully adminiſtredil 
all Caſes. - He alſo took great Care to advance „ 
—ç 9 8 5 1 7: . M 
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„ oſt worthy and virtuons Men in the higheſt Poſts 
1 Offices ; and ſuch as were otherwiſe, he re- 
imd with Gentleneſs and Clemency, and not 
ith Rigour and Severity. Upon his taking upon 
im the Empire, he declar'd in the open Senate, 
at 10 good Man by his Command, ſhou'd ever ſuffer 
ath or Diſgrace ; which he confirm'd by a ſolemn 
bach, and inviolably obſerv'd it throughout his 
hole Reign, according to Dion. Shortly after he 
nt for Caſperius and the Prætorian Cohorts, who 
ad rais'd the Sedition againſt Nerva, under the No- 
on of employing them, and disbanded them as mu- 
nous Perſons, without further Puniſhment ; tho 
me ſay he put them to Death. He immediately 
ew d his great Bounty and Liberality, beſtowing 
ge Benefits and Favours upon all Men, greatly re- 
ring the Poor and Indigent, in which he both 
ated and excell'd his Predeceſſor Nrva; which 
in an eminent manner ſhew'd by his educating of 
eat numbers of poor Mens Children in Rome, and 
all ah. He was no leſs noted for the Command 
his Paſſions, and did ſo far moderate his Wrath 
hoc Choler, as he was never known to be overcome 

hit; and likewiſe, was as free from the Deſires 
other Mens Properties, and all kinds of Rapines 
d Avarice. In ſum, he was endu'd with all the 
ble Virtues and Qualifications of a mighty Empe- - 
: In the Affairs of War he was valiant and in- 
lrious ; in the Times of Peace mild and gentle; 
(in relieving the Diſtreſſed, liberal and bountiful. 
d ſeeing there are two Things expected and 
Jurd in great Princes, Religion at Home , 
| Fortitude in Arms Abroad, and Wiſdom in 
u; he was endu'd with ſo great a Meaſure of 
nobleſt Gifts, that, as Aurelius Victor tells 
he ſeem d to enjoy a tranſcendent Temperature 
ul Virtues: Only he was not free from thoſe 
v Vices of Luxury and Women; though 
in 
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in the former he never ſhew'd any Diſorder qr g 
travagance, nor in the latter us'd any Violence 
Compulſion. e 
With theſe Virtnes and Qualifications he beg 
his Reign, continuing in Peace for a ſhort ſpace; bi 
being a moſt expert Commander, and inſpird: wil 
a Martial Warmth, and a Thirſt after Glory abo 
his Predeceſſors, he reſolv'd to extend andenlay 
the Bounds of the Roman Empire by the Force of 
Arms. His firſt Enterprize was againſt the Dag 
the Inhabiters of a ſpacious Country on the Not 
the River Danube; taking a juſt Occaſion from 
frequent Ravages and Wars they had made upon 
Roman Dominions in Domitian's Reign. Trajan ta 
a great and powerful Army, and with great Celen 
march'd into thoſe barbarous Countries, where] 
was vigorouſly oppos'd by Decebalus their King, wi 
his utmoſt Power, ſo that the War became ſharp u 
bloody. But Decebalus, being no longer able to p 
tract the War, was conſtrain d to come to a genel 
Battel, where Trajan by his Skill and Valouron 
threw him, with exceeding great Loſs to the Du 
ans, with no ſmall Slaughter to the Roman. I 
Victory was purchas'd with the Expence of fo ml 
Blood, that the Roman, wanted Linnen to bind} 
their Wounds ; which occaſion'd this Emperor, ( 
of a generous Pity, to tear his own Robes and 
ments towards the ſupplying that Defe&. Andi 
thoſe who dy'd bravely, he order'd Altars to be en 
ed, and Sacrifices to be yearly offer'd to their N 
mory. Taj an cloſely purſu'd the Enemy, and! 
ſo much Diligence, that Decebalus, almoſt reduct 
Deſpair, ſent to him, humbly imploring Peace, 
offering to accept of any Articles and Condi 
that the Emperor thou'd propoſe. Whereupon 
jan, who glory'd as much in pardoning the Hun 
and Submiſſive, as in ſubduing the Proud and Hal 
ty, notwithſtanding he had made himſelf Malte 


be oreateſt part of his Country, was willing to ad- 
i him into Grace and Favour upon theſe follow- 


Ii within the Bounds of the Empire. Next, To deliver 
al bis Inſtruments and Engines of War, and his ſeveral 
gineers, together with all the Roman Deſerters. Third- 
\ To evacuate all the Caſtles and Forts within his Domi- 
n, and to demoliſh ſuch as ſhou'd be appointed by the 


les were unwillingly accepted of by Decebalus, who, 
er he had ſworn to obſerve them, came before the 
nperor to his Camp; where ſolemnly proſtrating 
ſelf to the Earth, he publickly acknowledg'd 
mſelf his Victim and Vaſſal. This ended his firſt 
ian War, in the third Year of his Reign; for the 
cceſs of which Trajan obtain'd the Surname of 
Ws, | | 
Trajan returning ViRorious to Rome, enter'd the 
y in ſolemn Triumph, and brought with him the 
nbaſſadors of the King of Dacia, to whom he gave 
dence in the Senate; and the Peace which Tra- 
„bad granted was there confirm'd. After this, for 
0 MO, and in Honour of theſe late Conqueſts, and the 
re to endear himſelf to the People of Rome, he 
ibited all manner of Games and Shows, which 
te uſual upon theſe Occaſions ; withal, adding 


uſtice, nor from the Care of the Government; 
while they laſted, he ſpent the greateſt part of 
Time in diſpatching of publick Bufineſs, and ad- 
iliring of Juſtice, going in Perſon to the Tribu- 
and publick Audience, to judge and determine 
ny Cauſes; which he did with no leſs Wiſdom 
Juſtice. While Trajan was thus worthily em- 
q in the City, in a ſhore Space, Decebalus, being 
able to endure SubjeRion and Servitude — his 

| 'rede- 


jo Conditions. Firſt, To ſurrender ſuch Lands as be 


peror. Laſtly, To look upon only thoſe for Allies and 
emics, which were ſo reputed by the Senate. Theſe Ar- 


eral new Games as he thought fit. But theſe pub- 
| Rejoycings did not withdraw him from doing 


A Famous 
Bridge o- 
Der the 

Danube. 


Predeceſſors, began to make Preparations fox a newll 


Army, but more incens'd than formerly, Trajan wal 


forthe Convenience of his Forces, being all of iqu 
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War, firſt privately, and afterwards publickly 1 
pairing and fortifying his Towns and Caftles, yy 
viding Arms and Engines, and levying both dons 
ſtick and neighbouring Forces againſt the Em 
reſolving to make one vigorous Puſh towards 
regaining his Loſſes. Upon notice of theſe powerh 
Preparations, Decebalus a ſecond Time was adjudet 
an Enemy to the Empire; and fo with an eqn 


to theſe Provinces again in Perſon. In theſe 
Decebalus, growing more cautious by his former 
feats, refus'd to come to a Bartel, uſing all kinds 
Policies, Stratagems, and Treacheries againſt the] 
mant; by ſome of which Trajan himſelf was in git 
danger of being ſlain or taken: and by a notoria 
Piece of Treachery, under the pretence of a fil 
Conduct, the Enemy took a great Commander a 
Favourite of the Emperor's, call'd Longinas, Du 
balus finding ſo valuable a Prize and Pritoner, ſentt 
Trajan to purchaſe a Pardon, and to treat of a Peat 
threatning beſides, that if it were not granted hin 
he wou'd inſtantly put Longinus to Death. To whit 
Propoſal, Trajan gave Anſwer, That Peace and W 
bad not their Dependanc# upon the Safety of one Subj 
and proſecuted the War wich all poſſible Vigour an 
Induſtry. Decebalus M immediately put i 
Threats in Execution; but" Longinus finding n0 N 
curity of Life, nor no Life without Bonds, took d 
{on and deftfoy'd himſelf. © © LDL en 
During theſe Actions, in a very ſhort Space, 7 
jan built a Bridge over that ſpacious River Dans 


Stone of wonderful Beauty, and one of the 1 
ſtately and magnificent Works of that Nature in i 
World. This Bridge contain'd twenty lofty Arc 
being in Height an hundred and fiſty Foot, bel 
the Foundation, and ſixty Foot in Breadth; eld 
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uch being diſtant from each other a hundred and 1 
wenty Foot: Which was a moſt ſtupendious Fa- j 
brick, conſidering the ſhort Time of its Building, and | 
e numerous and almoſt inſuperable Difficulties of | 
ing lo large à Foundation in a River vaſtly deep, | 
ith an Ozy Bottom, and a contracted Stream rapid 1 
02 Miracle. This may be one Proof of the Wealth 1 
nd Greatneſs of the Roman Empire, which ſhe ws, | 
at nothing is too bold and difficult for that Nati- fi 
n to attempt and effect. This Bridge was erected - i 
Trajan to make a free Paſſage for his Armies to i 
aſs the River Danube, againſt theſe barbarous Nati- Il 
ns; but his Succeflor Adrian being of another Opi- 

jon, to hinder them of the like Conveniency, as 

"me write, order d it to be broken down. Upon 

he finiſhing of this Bridge, Trajan continu'd the War 

th great Vigour, ſhewing himſelf a moſt expert 

nd valiant Commander, perpetually encouraging 

is Soldiers by his own Example; and notwith- 

anding the Country was large and ſpacious, and 

e Inhabitants fierce and hardy, he conquer'd and 

bdu'd the whole, diſcover d much Treaſure, and 

ducd King Decebalus to ſuch Extremities, that to 

ſcape being made Priſoner he ſlew himſelf, His 

lead was immediately ſent to Rome, and the whole 

ountry of Dacia was added to the Roman Empire, Dacia cn. 
nd reduc'd into a regular Province; in which 2 F 
duntry Trajan built many Cities and Towns, and 1 


r g Province, 
nt ſeveral Colonies, being now in the ſixth Year of 4. D. 104. 


b Reign. After which he return'd towards Rome N | 
ith great Honour and Renown, bringing with {Il 
m large Sums of Money, and much Wealth, taken 
om that King and Country; and his Name and | 
Knerofity became fo famous through the World, 1 
it on his Way he was met by Ambaſſadors from a | 
e very Indies, and ſeveral other Nations, to ſue 
his Alliance, acknowledging him to be their Lord 
dd Superiour, At his return to Rome he a+ 
the 
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the City in Solemn Triumph, and immediately 0 
ter were exhibited various Shows and Games, ij 
many magnificent Treats and Feaſts, for Joy of 
Return and Victories. Theſe were more poi 
pous than any before this Time; laſting for t 
ſpace of an hundred and twenty Days, in wh 
ſometimes ten thouſand Beaſts, both wild and tate 
were kill'd in a Day, accompany'd with an inf 
Number of Gladiators Prizes, and other War 
Paſtimes. *: TIDY mm 
Now remaining in Rome in Peace and great Pr 
ſperity, the Emperor vigorouſly proceeded in af 
ther Reformation of the Laws, and all kinds of | 
conveniencies : Among the reſt he utterly extermin 
ted thoſe inſufferable Vermin the Delators, Inform 
and Pettifoggers, who in former Reigns had madeit 
credible Advantages by fomenting all kinds of x 
vate Quarrels and Diſſentions, and had been almi 
deſtroy'd by Titus. He was no leſs buffly emplof 
in publick Edifices and Fabricks, in Rome, Italy, A 
all Parts of the Empire; building ſeveral whole 
ties and Towns, and granting great Privilege 
others. He rebuilt the grand Cirque, much lay 
and more beautiful than before, and put an Ia 
tion upon it, ſignifying, That it was to make it wi 
thy to receive the People of Rome. He made an infinl 
number of Bridges, High-ways, and Canfeys, 
the great Advantage and Conveniency of all Place 
in the Care and Number of which ufeful Works 
exceeded all his Predeceſſors. Finding the Cin 
have ſuffer'd extreamly through Fires in his A* 
ordain d for the future, That no private Houſe ihol 
be built higher than ſixty Foot, becauſe of the" 
Ruins and Expences when ſuch Fires happen d; 
which Care and Regard to the publick Good 
was eſteem'd A4 Father of his Country. But in al 
various Buildings, he carefully avoided Oppreſi 
and never took the Liberty and Benefit of any Mil 
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dods or Labour, as was frequent in ſome of his 
redeceſiors. He ſhew'd himſelf exceeding courte- 
ns and liberal to all Men; and he often went to 
ifit his Friends, either when they were ſick, or up- 
n Feſtival Days; and without diſtinction kept mu- 
gal Feaſts among them, going out with them in 
eir Litters. He always retain'd a profound Vene- 
tion for the Senate, and he never injur'd any of 


is Reign, but one by Order of Senate without his 
lnowledge. He never us d any kind of Injuſtice or 
xtortion to increaſe the Exchequer, but acted all 
hings with great Moderation and Munificence, and 
oth publickly and privately enrich'd deſerving Men 
ith Money and Honours, tho he had but ſmall ac- 
naintance with them. He entertain'd Perſons of 
crit with great Love and Familiarity, tho* they 
ereof mean Degrees, and frequently admitted them 


replyed, That be treated bis Subjects with the ſame U- 
ye, as be himſelf won d defire of his Prince, were be a 
ivate Perſon. Then he had fo great an Aſſurance 
this own Innocence and Integrity, that in giving 
b dword to Saburanus, according to Cuſtom, when 
made him Captain of the Guards, he pronounc'd 
ele remarkable Words, Tote 'rhis Sword, and if 1 
wern like a juſt Prince, employ it in my Service; but if 
abuſe my Authority, draw it againſt me. After which 
e added, that be who gave Laws to the reſt of the 
wid, lay under ſtricter Obligations to obſerve em, than 
J his Subjects. | | ö 

As this Emperor was moſt juſt and regular in all 


th great Freedom and Diſregard to Danger; and 
8 pare many Teſtimonies of his fearleſs and open 
Pupoſition ; but more particularly in his great Con- 
ce ſhew'd to his Friend and Favourite Sura. -_ 

Ome 


hat Sacred Order, nor was any condemn'd in all 


to his private Converſation; for which, being 
lam d for his too great Condeſcenfion, he generoul- 


e Actions of his Adminiſtration, ſo he proceeded 
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ſome Perſons, who envy'd his great Share he hadi 
the Emperor's Friendſhip, us'd all imaginable Mg 
thods to blaſt his Reputation, and render him ſuf. 
&ed to his Maſter ; accuſing him even of forming 
Deſign againſt his Life. But Trajan, to ſhew hy 
much he rely d upon the Fidelity of his Friend, hy 
ving received an Invitation to Sup with him, we 
freely and unconcernedly ; then purpoſely ſendins 
back all his Guards, he order'd Sure's Phyſician and 
Barber to be brought to him, commanding the ſay 
mer to take off his Hair about his Eye-Brows, ai 
the latter to ſhave off his Beard; after which be 
bath'd himſelf, and remain'd fearleſly among Swi 
Friends and Companions. Upon this Trial he 

turn'd to his Palace, and recounting all Circumſtz 
ces, told the Accuſer, That if Sura had any Deſyn 
gainſt his Life, be gave him the faireſt and ſafe Oui 
to execute them z and his neglect of it was a plain Indica 
on that no ſuch Deſign was ever form d. The Death 
Sura, not long after, was a great Affliction to thi 
Emperor, who honour'd his Memory with publid 
Statues for his many Services to him and the Puj 
lick: Which was an Honour that he was pleaſed tobe 
ſtow upon the Memories of many Worthy Perſons 
and no Prince was more remarkable for his general 
and grateful Acknowledgments of the real and pul 
lick Services of his Subjects. And tho? by reaſon 
his great Affairs, he was not very excellent in ti 
Skill of Arts and Sciences, yet no Prince in the Wot 
uſed greater Munificence, and gave greater Ene 
ragement to Learning and Learned Men than i 
there being many of eminent Note in this Reig 
For beſides his famous Greek Maſter Plutarch bel 
mention d, there flouriſh'd Pliny the Younger, wit 
in his Panegyrick upon Trajan, which he delivers 

the Senate-Houſe, when he was Conſul, gives us 
true Exemplar of an excellent Orator, as well 
a good Prince. And amongſt many others flourill 


wetunl 


of 


aon, who writ the Lives of the Twelve Cæſart, 
rich the ſame Freedom as they liv'd them; Lucius 
lus, who has left us a neat, though irregular 
ompendium of the Roman Hiſtory ; Cornelius Ta- 
un a moſt ſublime and grave, though ſometimes 
cure Hiſtorian, famous for his Political Reflecti- 
r and profound Senſe; and Lucian, that great 
offer at Chriſtianisy and Religion, remarkable for 
great Wit and pure Greek, who began to flouriſh 
Reign... ůnUuqn⸗ nnn 


eceſs and Proſperity, without any Blemiſh or Diſ- 
der in his Government; at which Time he began 
look upon the Numbers of the Chriſtians, with an 
team jealous and ſuſpicious Eye; dreading them 


ppire, and Enemies to the Gods of the Romans, 
alſo judging them to be Eſtabliſhers of Heteriæ; 
ilegal Societies, which uſually were the Nurſeries: 


ath « 
0 til 
ublid 
1 
tobe 


teriæ, all Colleges and Corporations were account- 
that were not ſettled either by the Conſtitution of 
Emperor, or the Decree of the Senate; and the 
ons frequenting them adjudg d guilty of High- 


; fo that a ſharp Perſecution broke out in moſt 


ian fell by the Rage of popular Tumults, as 


be Ninth Year of this Emperor's Reign, ſixteen 
ks after the beginning of the ſecond by Domitian, 


o ſuffer d Martyrdom, being thrown into the 

with an Anchor about his Neck; St. Simeon, Bi- 

of Feruſalem, at * of Age, — a 
| cf 


— — 


For nine Years ſpace Trajan reign'd with great | 


t only as the Underminers of the Religion of the 


faction and Sedition. In the Number of which 


aſon. Under this plauſible Pretence the Chriſti- Tb. Third 


were proſecuted by Governors and other Offi- Set 
Perſecut i- 


s of the Empire; in which great Numbers of 15 D. 


4 by Edits and Proceſſes. This was the Third 
Kral Perſecution of the Church, which broke out 


ſorty two after the beginning of the firſt under 
„In this Perſecution, St. Clements, Biſhop of 
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„ 


107. 
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firſt ſcourged, and then crucify'd ; and St. j] 
Biſhop of Antioch, who was condemn'd to be throw 
to wild Beafts at Rome, by Trajan himſelf, who hu 
a particular Diſpute with him at Antioch. This B. 
ſecution for a while rag'd in ſeveral Parts of the B 
pire, and was ſo much the more burdenſome, hy 
cauſe the Chriſtians generally ſuffer d under the 
tions of Malefactors and Traycors, and under 
Emperor fam'd throughout the. World for his fing 
lar Juſtice and Moderation. But it had not cond 
nu'd long before Trajan, coming to Antioch, in ork 
to his Expedition againſt the Parthians and Arm 
ans, did there mitigate the Rigor of it: For ham 
receiv'd an Account from Pliny, the Proconſil 
Bithynia, employ'd by him for that Purpoſe, I. 
Innocency and Simplicity of the Chriſtians, that they u 
@ hurtleſs and inoffenſive Generation, whoſe principal 
ons was their worſhipping Chriſt as a'God, and their 
liging themſelves by Oath to abſtain from all Wickein 

And likewiſe receiving another Account from I 
rianus, Governor of Paleſtine, who told him, Thi 
was wearied out in executing the Laws againſt the G 
læans, who crowded to Execution in ſuch Multitude, 
be 10 at a loſs how to proceed. Hereupon the I 
peror gave Command, That no particalar Ig 
ſhou'd be made after the Chriſtians, tho” if any of 
themſelves they. ſhow'd ſuffer. By which Means 
Perſecution in a great meaſure ceas'd ; and the 
which had hitherto rag'd to a great degree, d 
now to be extinguiſh'd,and only crept up and d 
in private Corners. 45 | 
Trajan's From Antioch Trajan march'd with a powerlul 
great ka- my againſt Armenia, taking Occaſion from thei 
2 of Armenia s receiving the Crown and Enſign 
e La. King from the. Hands of the King of Paridis 
knowledging him for his Superior and Soveif 
when that King ought to have receiv'd his Aut 
ty from Rome, according to former Articles. U 


/ 
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s fiſt Invaſion of Armenia, the Fame of his Arrival 
uss ſuch, and the Enemies Fears in all Parts ſo great, 
at he met with no great Reſiſtance, neither in Ar- 
Den, nor in the Countries adjoining ; and the 
u eeateſt part of the Kings, Nobles, and Governors 
f the Neighbouring Countries, came ſubmiſſively 
o him, hambly acknowledging themſelves his Sub- 
ets, and him their Lord and Sovereign, bringing 
ith them many rare and noble Preſents. Among 
any other Things of great Value and Curioſſty, he 
4 prefented with an Horſe, for Largeneſs, Co- 
bur and Shape, the moſt valuable inthe World; 
hich being before taught, upon his approaching 
e Emperor's Preſence gracefully kneell'd down, and 
d his Head to the Earth, as it were owning him 
be Sovereign of the World. Trajan having in a 


itten Partamitaſites the King into his Power, he re- 
cd the whole Country into a Province of the Em- 
re; and at the fame Time rewarded thoſe Kings 
d Tetrarchs who were in his Service, with many 

le and munificent Preſents, fining others great 
udes, ms, according to their ſeveral Actions and De- 
the s. And leaving all Things in good Order, and 
I licient Gariſons to ſecure the Country, he marct'd 
n vards with his victorious Army, conquering the 


6, de 
erſul 
thel 


ſigns! 
art bia 


took the City of Nſibis, and other Places, and 
de that Kingdom like Armenia, a Province of 
Empire. In all which the King of Parthia was 
lirain'd to ſubmit, after many Skirmiſhes, En- 
mters, Attacks, Sieges, and a Thouſand noble 
perform d by this Emperor; wherein he not 
\ ſhew'd himſelf a Perſon of infinite Courage, 
dorelgur, and Induftry, but likewiſe of no leſs Skill 
sui Conduct, as well as exact Policy and Diſcipline. 
u. Ui ilvays macch'd on Foot at the Head of his Ar- 


T 2 my, 


ort Space ſubdu'd all the Kingdom of Armenia, and Armeniz, 


eam pninions of the King of Parthia, and then en- Parthis, 

d the e chat opulent Country of Meſopotamia, where a | 
pot 

conquer d. 
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The Roman Hiſtory, Bock I 
my, which he exactly view'd and furniſh'd apaing 
every Expedition ; uſing all imaginable Variety ig 
his Marches, and ſometimes propagating falſe Re 
ports, and playing the part of a "Py to keep hj 
Men more carefully to their Duty. It they croſs 
a River on Foot, he did the fame, conforming hin. 
ſelf to all their Inconveniences and Extremities wit 
the utmoſt Complaiſance, but alſo with ſo mg 
Diſcretion and Authority, that no Mutinies nor I 
ſturbances were ever known in his Armies. The Fany 
of his mighty Victories daily filld the Ears of th 
Senate and People of Rome, who order'd great y 
crifices and Thankſgivings, and confert d new N 
nours and Titles upon him, particularly decree 
him the Name of Optimus, or Moſt Exxellent, wi 
likewiſe the Surnames of Armenicu and Paribig 
and other Titles, upon the Account of theſe em 
ordinary Conqueſts. 


* 


After this great Succeſs, and enlarging the Bonn 
of the Roman Empire, he deſir'd to repoſe himi 
for ſome few Days, and therefore determind 
paſs the Winter in Hria; where diſpoſing of his! 
my to the beſt Advantage, he lodg'd himſelf in 4 
tioch; to which City repair'd a numerous and (ple 
did Concourſe of many Kings, Potentates, and M 
baſſadors from ſeveral Parts of the Eaſt, all to aue 
this mighty Emperor. Continuing there in g 
Affluence and Proſperity, and ſurrounded by ſud 
glorious Train of Monarchs and crown'd Head 
and che whole City were ſurpriz'd with the moſta 
niſhing Accident that cou'd be imagin d; Which 
an Earthquake, the moſt dreadful and amazing 
ever happen'd in any Age whatſoever. - It Was! 
manner general ; but Syria, and eſpecially 4 

felt che greateſt Share of its Fury; it beginning 
a-moſt furious Storm and Whirlwind, which tor 
an infinite Number of Trees and Houſes, WW 


brought down the Birds to the Earth; which "TY: 


Cup. I. T RAI AN XIV: 277 
ccceeded wich ſuch dreadful Lightnings and Thun- 
er, as overthrew the moſt ſtately Palaces and 
Buildings in Antioch, and it ſeem'd as though the 
World was all in Flames, and the Earth open'd to 
devour all Human Kind. The Sea was alſo in a 
wonderful Motion, which was ſeconded with ſuch 
extream Heats, that Men were obliged to ſtrip them- 
ſelres and go under Ground. Many Cities in the Eaſt 
were likewiſe ruin'd, many Hills and Mountains 
ſunk, and became level, many Rivers were dry'd up, 
and many Waters and Fountains ſprung up in new 
aces. In the City of Antioch almoſt all the Houſes 
Mad Buildings were entirely demoliſh'd, and many 

Thouſands of People lain ; particularly Pedo the 
, UC onſul ; and Trajan himſelf was in great danger of 
Life, eſcaping by a ſudden leaping out of a Win- | 
low into the Fields, where he was conſtrain'd to 
main for many Days in Tents. Some write he 
vas held in the Air by an unknown Hand for ſome 
ace; and 'tis believ'd by many, that theſe Cala- 
nities were Inſtances of the Divine Diſpleaſure, for 
he Severities towards the Chriſtians ; and that theſe 
ausd ſome Remorſe in Trajan's Mind upon their 
\ccount, and diſpos'd him to a better Opinion of 
at Religion in the reſt of his Reign, it being now - 
bout the 17th Year, A. D. 117. 
Trajan with great Diligence and Induſtry repair'd 
Pioch, and the other Cities that ſuffer'd by this Ca- 
mity; and the following Summer he gather'd all 
s Forces together, and parted from Antioch to pro- 
ed in his famous Expeditions he had begun; di- 
Ring his March towards the Ea, to make a Con- 
elt of 4/jria and Chaldea, with the renown'd 
ty of Babylon, Capitol of the ancient Monarchy 
the Aſſjrians. And being to paſs the famous Ri- 
 Enpbrates, at a large winding of it, he was ob- 
5d to encounter many great Difficulties and Dan- 
s; For the Parihians, with their utmoſt Power, 
| | 43 | en- 


[i il | Chatdza Tich and noble Countries Chaldæa and Afhria. Hal 
e Aſſy- he deſign d to make a Cut from the great River f 
+ tia com phbrates to the Tigris, for the Conveniency of | 


WHY quered. 


278 


endeavour'd to ſtop his Paſſage ; but Trajan, by ki 
| 3ndefatigable Toil and Induſtry, found out a Rems 


among the reſt, the great City of Arbela in Au 


all Nations. But for the Particulars of theſe gi 
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dy for this Inconvenience, ſecretly cauſing Boats h 
be made upon the adjoining Mountains, and bring. 
ing them upon Carriages to the Water-ſide, ſndden. 
ly made a Bridge over the River, and paſs d his Aj 
my with great Celerity, but not without prey 
Slaughter and Danger on both Sides. Having paſg{ 
the River, he boldly advanc'd forward, conquer 
ing and ſubduing Cities and Caſtles in all Parts, au 


in whoſe Fields Alexander the Great Overthrey 
King Darius. Aſter which he ſtill continu'd hy 
ſucceſsſul Progreſs, and conquered other Countrig 
where the Roman Standards had never been bes 
diſplay'd: and from thence, without meeting ay 
great Oppoſition, he advanc'd up to the Walls 
the famous City Babylon, the Power and Greats 
of which we read ſuch Wonders; and taking ith 
Force of. Arms, he alſo ſubdu'd all its Territotie 
by which means he became entire Maſter of thy 


Veſſels and his Marches ; but finding the fornt 
River ſo much higher chan the other, as to ren 
one unnavigable, he mounted his Veſſels up 
Land- Carriages; and brought them to the Tigns 
from whence he advanc'd to the great City Ce 
which he took, and open d himſelf. a Paſſage in 
Perſia, where he ſtill made new Conqueſts, 4 
gain d new Places to the Wonder and Terror 


Wars and Conqueſts, Authors have been too bi 
and ſuccinct; and by reafon of the Loſs of obe 
many noble Acts and great Exploits of this Eu- 
or are unknown to uus 4 
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Trojan having made himſelf Lord of all thoſe Na- 
| jons about the Rivers Tigrs and Euphrates, with o- 
ber Countries and Provinces adjoining; he took 
bw WW Ways, and went down the River 7zgris towards 
ee pen Gulf, to ſubdue a mighty King call'd A- 
r bnbilus, who inhabited a conſiderable Iſland, made 


al hat the King and the Inhabitants of thoſe Parts 
der admitted, yielding up all into his Hands. But here 
e met with exceeding great Dangers and Inconve- 
[yrs iences; for, Winter coming on, he was afflicted 
bre ich ſuch violent Rains, Storms and Tempeſts, to- 
ether with ſuch Inundations of the Tigris, that he 
25 in danger of loſing the greateſt part of his Ar- 
y. After which, with indefatigable Pains he fit- 
d out a large Fleet, and failing down the Perſian 
ulf, enter'd the vaſt Oriental Ocean, conquering 
ren to the Indies, and ſubduing part of them to the 
man Empire; having ficſt receiv'd Information of 
ole Countries, by certain Merchant Ships, ſailing 
to thoſe Parts. But this vaſt Attempt againſt the 


cording to Trajan's ExpeRation : For not only the 
erolts of ſome of his new Conqueſts, oblig d him 
ſhorten his intended Voyage and Expedition; but 
ewiſe the ſearcity of Proviſions, and Convenien- 
on thoſe Coaſts and Countries, quite contrary to 


5 a Means to draw him from ſuch diſtant Parts 


mpts ſeem d unworthy of ſo great an Emperor; 
pecially ſince he found himlelf too aged and un- 
aldy for extraordinary Fatigues; therefore he re- 
Ivd to return with his Fleet tb the Perfian Gulf. 
pon theſe Seas he began to reflect upon the De- 
ts of Age, and the Decay of Vigour, and faid, 
ihe Divine Powers had preſerv d to bim bis former 

5 20h 'T 4 Health 
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At y the divided Streams of that River. At the Em- Further , 
*ror's Arrival, the Terror of his Arms was fo great, . 


lie, and along thoſe Coaſts, ſucceeded not long 


e fam d Reports of their Fertility and Abundance, 
the World. For which Cauſes any farther At- 
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that he accounted Alexander the Great infinitely benni 
pi further than be. And ſo he wrote to the Senated 


Names of all the ſeveral Nations he had conquer 


great Beauty and Magnificence, for the better Pn 


Health and Strength, he wou d not have reſted til be ju 
attain'd the utmoſt and remoteſt Confines of the World; jaf 


beginning his Reign ſo very young ; yet he ſtill purpurl y 


Rome, and ſent them the particular Relations a 


and ſubdu'd, which were ſo many, that Dion tells u 
they cou'd ſcarcely be number d or nam d. U: 
which the Senate order d new Sacrifices and Than 
givings, and decreed him many new and addition 
Honours, and among the reſt a Triumphal Arch, ( 


ſervation of his Memory to future Ages. 
. Trajan thus returning to the Perſian Gulf, and lu 
ing near the Mouth of the Tigris, he ſpeedily to 
Order for the Recovery of thoſe Places which by 
revolted, ſending two Commanders call'd Luciw a 
Maxime, with powerful Armies. Theſe in the 
ginning had ill Succeſs ; for Maximus in a Bate 
gainſt the Parthians, was overthrown and lain: ! 
Lucius afterwards reinforcing and relieving his Am 
obtain d ſeveral Victories over the Enemy, and red 
ver'd the City of -Nifbis in Meſopotamia , and oth 
whichhad revolted ; doing the like to the City Eq 
in the ſame Province, which for ſome particu 
Crimes he laid in Aſhes. And while Lucius was i 
employ'd, Euricius and Clarius two other Comm! 
ders of the Emperor's, ſucceſsfully proceeded agi 
others who had likewiſe revolted, from whoni d 
took the City of Seleucia, upon the River Tign' 1 
other Cities which the Parthians had recoyerd 
thoſe Parts. So that in a ſhort Space Trajan not d 
vetook all thoſe Countries which had revolted, | 
likewiſe conquer'd'many other Cities and Proving 
by which means he became Lord of the greatelt 
beſt Parts of gſia. All this was attended withan! 
incercupted..Courſe of Proſperity , meeting witl 
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WS. Gderable Loſſes, nor no Repulſes, but before one 
iy in the Deſarts of Arabia. And what is an addi- 
yi \n2l Honour to all his Conqueſts and Victories, 
ig the whgle Time of his carrying on theſe 
eic, ſo very remote and diſtant from Rome, ſo great 
vs his Wiſdom and careful Management, that no 
«mult or Diſorder ever happen d in the City. Now 
b wiſe and great Emperor finding himſelf weary'd 


one Man rightly to govern ſo vaſt and unweildy 
Empire as that of Rome, eſpecially thoſe Provinces 
en from the untameable Parthian: ; he reſoly'd to 
re a King in Partbia and Perſia, of his of chu- 
. which King ſhou'd be a Vaſſal to the Roman 
du pire, reſerving to the Emperors the ſupream Ju- 
ly ui icon and Soveraignty. With this Reſolution 


ich Han repaired to the great City Cteſipbon in Perſia; 
ein M convoking the principal of the Parthian Nation, 


o gladly gave him Security for Obedience to the 
ran Empire, he with great Pomp and Solemnity, 
dyn 'd one of the Royal Line of Parthia call'd 


t Nation. Afterwards he did the like in the King- 
nd o of Albania in Aſia, near the Caſpian Sea; efta- 
ty E ing there a King to govern that Kingdom; and 
particuWcins Governors and Lieutenants in other Provin- 
was u he enlarg'd the Bounds and Limits of the Ro- 
omni Empire, beyond the River Tigris, where the 
d apaine of the Romans, till now had ſcarcely been 
om d of ; it being now above 4000 Miles in length. 
r having ended all Wars in the Eaſt with great 
over (ry and Renown, and eſtabliſh'd all Countries 
not d no leſs Wiſdom and Underſtanding; he reſolv'd 
lted, rect his Journey towards Traly and Rome, in a 
Prone magnificent and triumphant Manner than any 
eatelt! I his Predeceſſors. up. 
ich a0 fore the finiſhing of theſe laſt Wars, and full 
g wil Wc ment of the Eft, the Fews, who had been di- 


t with Age and Labour, and judging it impoſlible 


tbenaſpates, to the great Joy and Satisfaction of 


Rebe lion 


and Miſe- 


ries of the 


ſperſed Jews. 
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' ſperſed into all Parts of the World, fell into a dia 
ful Rebellion in ſeveral Provinces of-the Emyin 
taking Occaſion from Trajan's diſtant Expediing 
but more eſpecially from the late terrible Fx 
quakes, which, as they believ'd, portended the li 
and Downfal of the Roman Empire. Having 
ter'd into a Conſpiracy, they made incred 
Slaughters and barbarous Maſſacres upon u 
and Greeks of all Ranks and Degrees, withont ei 
Diſcretion or Mercy. This Rebellion began ff 
Cyrene, 4 Roman Province in Africa, ſhortly after 
egypt, and next in the Iſland of Cyprus, which 
ces they in a manner diſpeopled, ſo great and bout 
leſs was their Rage and Fury. Their Barbaritiesy 
ſo heinous and outragious, that they eat Mens f 
beſmear'd themſelves with their Blood, wore tht 
Skins, ſawed them aſunder, caſt them to wild Bei 
made them kill each other, and putthem toall ki 
of Torments. Beſides the particular Slaughter ih 
committed throughout egypr, in Cyrene they (| 
200000, and in Cyprus 250000. Trajan Was l 
about returning into 1:aly, and finding the pert 
ous Effects of theſe Barbarities, in a great Rage 
ſolv'd to purſue theſe impious Wretches throught 
his Dominions, not as Enemies or Rebels, but 
Creatures noxious and deſtructive to Human 
ciety, with a Revenge anſwerable to the vaſtnel 
their Crimes; which he ſpeedily effected, under! 
Conduct of ſeveral Commanders both. by Sea 
Land. Theſe, after many cruel and bloody Hal 
ties, ſeverely chaſtis'd that obſtinate and rebell 
Nation, whom God had now forſaken; leaving 
to be treated as the Venom and Peſts of Man 
and to be deſtroy'd in infinite Numbers by all N 
of Deaths ; which prov'd the moſt terrible En 
tion and Puniſhment, that ever happen d to an 
tion in the World. The Carriage and Behanoi 
thoſe in Cyrene and Cyprus, caus d the Emperor io 
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> their Brethren in Meſopotamia ; 3nd upon that 
rd L. Quintus to baniſh all out of that Country, 
ich was ſoon effected with the Deſtruction of 
at Numbers by Acts of Hoſtility. And becauſe 
Cruelties of the eus were moſt notorious in Cy- 
, partly for the future Security of the Cypriors, and 
ty to brand the Jes with perpetual Infamy, it 
; publickly enacted, That mo Jew, bo driven by 
peſts, ſhou'd preſume to ſet Foot in Cyprus, upon pain 


H Venom of bis Countrymen. © = 

This great Slaughter and Puniſhment being aba- 
Trajan taking good Order about the Affairs of 
„ began his Journey towards Italy, leaving his 
in Adrian General of all his Forces in the Eaſt; 


arance on that Soil, which bad been tainted with the 


ries and Honours ; there being in Rome the moſt 
nificent Triumph, and folemn Reception pre- 
d for him that ever had been known ſince the 
ding of the City. But coming into the Province 


declining ; and his Diſtemper increaſing, he or- 
d himſelf to be carry'd to the City of Seleucia, 
re within a few Days after, he dy'd of a Flux, 
ſome ſuſpe& Poyſon to have been the main 


mphant Reign of 19 Years, 6 Months and 15 
$; a Prince of incomparable Abilities, either for 
his Severities to the Chriſtiant, he might have 
n World. His great Virtues and Excellencies, 
that beſides thofe many and divine Honours 


bew d to him after his Death, it became a Go 


immediate Execution, as already condemn'd by bis very 


| ſo continu'd his Journey, cover'd with infinite 


cilia in the leſſer Aſia, he found himſelf weak 


Ile. Thus dy'd the mighty Trajan, the 14tb Em- 7he Death 
jr of Rome, in the 63d Year of his Age, after a 1 Traian. 


Command of an Army, or the Government of 
mpire ; and had not his Actions been ſtain d 
elteem'd the moſt Matchleſs Prince in all the 


his Memory ſo dear and precious to the Ro- 
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ſtom in ſucceeding Reigns, when they pour oP" 
their Bleſſings upon their new choſen Emperor, H 
wiſh'd them the Fortune of Auguſtus, and the Gu! | 
of Trajan, as the greateſt Happineſs they could pol pd! 
bly enjoy; a Thing worthy to be conſiderd by FP" 
Princes, whoſe good or bad Actions are certauu ed 
make their Memories precious or odious to all uu e 
Ages. Trajan dy'd in the 870th Year of the Me 
142 after the Settlement of the Empire by 4% 


117 aſter our Saviour's Nativity, and 46 after Mee 
Deſtruction of Feruſalem. io 


CHAP. II. 


From the Death of Trajan to' the Death of || 
tonius Philoſophus, or Marcus Aurelius, 
ſeventeenth Emperor; when the Power 1 
Luſtre of the Roman Empire began t 


cline, 


Containing the Space of 63 T ears, 


I. F H E Roman Empire was never fo large ul 

ſpacious as at preſent ; nor was it ever ſof 
midable to the reſt of the World, as at the Tit 
when Trajan left it; tho' not long after it began 
ſink by the Unweildineſs of its Bulk; and the 
neſs of its own Weight. The Death of this Pri 
brought a general Sorrow and Mourning upon 
whole Empire; and tho he had the Enjoymeil 
the largeſt Authority, and greateſt Revenues of 
in the World, he wanted the Power of producing 
Heir to ſucceed him after his Deceaſe. He had! 
ther San nor Daughter, nor wou'd he adopt anf 


— — —— 
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n for his Succeſſor, as ſome believe, imitating 

Leander the Great, whom he ever endeavour'd to ex- | 

| in Honour and Renown. But his Wife Plotina, | 

ing his Nephew lit Adrianus, or Hadria- | 

„a Perſon of great Authority and Popularity, | 

1d no leſs Wiſdom and Merits, endeavour'd with 

eat Diligence and Policy to gain him the Empire. 

\ order to effect this great Deſign, the Death of 

jan, according to Agreement, was for ſome 

mace conceal'd, till Adrian had ſounded the Incli- 

ation of his Army, and Plotina the Nobility of Ram,, 

d ſhortly after ſhe produc'd a forg'd Inſtrument, | 

worting, That Trajan bad adopted bim for bis Son 

| Succeſſor. Finally, their Policies and Artifices 

ceded ſo well, that the Deſign took effect, and 1 

e Army immediately ſwore Obedience and did | 
omage to Adrian, notwithſtanding his being ab- 

om Rome, and in the City of Antioch, where 

had been left by Trajan, as General of all the 

ces in the Eaſt, He doubled the uſual Dona- 

e to the Soldiers, for a fortunate Preſage of his 

ture Reign; and immediately wrote to the Se- 

ite, excuſing himſelf fo aſſuming the Empire with- 

t their firſ® Choice and Approbation; being occaſional 

the haſty Salutation of the Soldiers, who rightly judg d, 

jat the Senate ought not to be long without a Head; 

cluding with a Petition, To be confirm'd in the 

wire; which after a little Conſideration of his 

erits and Alliance with Trajan, was eaſily grant. Adrian 

and he acknowledg'd and obey'd by all Men as 72-4 En. 

iperor, Adrian was by Deſcent a Spaniard, and * 

bdica, the ſame City where Trajan was born, his 

others Name being Domitia Paulina of Cales in 

in, He was Nephew to Trajan by his Mother, 

ters ſay by his Father, tho ſome ſay he was Son 

tis Couſin German; and was marry'd o Sa- 

, Trajan's Siſter's Daughter. When he enter'd 

an the Empire, he was about forty Years of 

Age, 
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Age, being a Prince highly acceptable, and th 
miſing to the Roman State; for he had in the i 
Reign born the higheſt Offices both Civil and i 
litary, which he diſcharg'd with much Honours 
Reputation. | 
Shortly after the Death of Trajan, before 4 
an left the Eaſt, the Parthians and ſome other N 
tions lately conquer'd, reaſſum'd their former ( 
rages, and began to make Revolts ; and likew 
in Britain, and ſome other Parts, there bean 
be ſome Alterations and Inſurrections. All wii 
Adrian might with no Difficulty have pacih 
and ſuppreſsd by the Force and Power of | 
Arms, and wanted neither Courage nor For 
to effect it; but he thought it moſt conyenig 
to decline the Extremities of War and Viola 
For tho' this Emperor was but little Inferior 
Þis Uncle in Courage and Arms, yet he mil 
differ d in his Temper and Inclinations: Try 
had a mighty Thirſt aſter Honour and Fa 
and graſp'd at all Occafions and Methods tot 
large the Bounds of the Roman Empire; but 
drian's principal Care was to preſerve the and 
Limits entire, without any ambitions Proſpets 
farther Conqueſts. Therefore in the 3 
his Reign, he in a great Meafure abandond! 
Provinces of the Parthians, and other Prom 
of the Eff, beyond the Euphrates to the Ind 
which Trajan had conquered ; judging" Pat 
Media, 1 and the reft of choſe di 
Provinces, to be of a greater Inconvemienct 
the Roman Empire, than Advantage; and for 
better Safety and Security of other Places, 
made Euphrates the Boundary and Barrier in ll 
Parts, and plac'd his Legions about the Banks 
that River. Some are of Opinion, that be! 
this cut of a ſecret Envy and tacit Detiaa 
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his Uncle Taj ans Glory and Reputation; tho' - = 
ters more juſtly commend it as a politick and pru- | 


ent Action, and for the real Good of the Empire. | 
wing thus ſettled Affairs in the Eaſt, he left Catil- | 
| 
| 
| 


Severus Governor of Syria; and ſuppreſſing ſome 
i(turbances lately rais'd by the Fews, he took his 
ey by Land towards 1raly, and fent the Aſhes 
Trajan by Sea. Upon his nigh approach to 
e, he was inform'd, that a magnificent Tri- | 
ph was prepar'd for him in the fame manner as | 
provided for his Uncle Trajan, as being his Com- - 
nion in all the fame Wars and Conqueſts: But he i 
holly refus d that Honour, judging himſelf not 
orthy of it, and order'd that the fame Triumph | 
d Entertainment ſhould be given to Tajans II. 
age; which was perform'd with a wonderful Pomp 
d Solemnity ; and tis obſerv'd, that he was the 
ly Man that ever triumph'd after he was Dead. 
is Aſhes were plac'd in a Golden Urn upon the 
pp of a lofty Pillar of 140 Foot high, and of cu- 
bus Workmanſhip, repreſenting the Particulars of 
| his noble Exploits, which remains to this Day, 
|| going by the Name of Trajan's Pillar. Beſides 
elf Deifying him after the Roman Cuſtom, in Ho- 
ur of him, they inſtituted new Games call'd Par- 
a, which continu'd for many Ages; ſo highly 
s this Emperor beloy'd, and ſo dear his Memory 
all his Subjects. | 
Adrian began his Reign with the great Love and 
plauſe of all Men, and immediately perform'd 
ny Parts of an excellent Prince, conformable to 
> Courſe of his paſt Life, and the future Hopes 
nceiv'd of him. His Parts and Qualifications 
re admirable, and ſcarce any Prince in the World 
6 more remarkable for the Excellency and Variety 
tis Endowments. He was capable of compre- 
ading whatſoever he defir'd, and was highly skil- 

in all Exerciſes both of Body and Mind, and 

wanted 
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wanted nv Strength nor Abilities either for Arne 
Learning, in which he induſtriouſly endeavours 
excel all Men. He compos'd excellently well bot 
in Proſe and Verſe, pleaded Cauſes, and bee 
perfect in Oratory ; but ſo much affected the Wi 
and Phraſe of ancient Times, that he prefer d 
before Cicero, Ennius before Virgil, and Ccilin 
fore Salluſt. He was a ſingular Mathematician, a 
a Maſter of all its ſeveral Parts; and was nol 
Skilful in Phyſick, knowing the Vertues and Þh 
perties of all Herbs and Minerals. In Drawingy 

Paintings he was equal to the greateſt Maſters ; y 
was an excellent Muſician, and ſung to Admira 
| Beſides all, he had a Memory beyond Beliek, g 
could exactly retain all Places, Buſineſſes, and 
diers, calling them all by their Names, tho hely 
| been long abſent from them; and moreover wat 
ſuch a Capacity, that he cou'd endite, write 
confer of Buſineſs all at one Inſtant. . Finally, be 
ſaid to be as much Maſter of all Arts and Scien 
as almoſt any Man cou'd be of one ; being likem 
very expert and politick in Wars and Military Di 
pline, and was very ſtrong, able and skilful in An 
both on Foot and Horſe-back : And was allo mul 
addicted to all ſorts, of Huntings ; in which he 
ſo dextrous, that with his own Hands, he frequeal 
kill'd Lions, Bears, Wild-Boars, and other te 
Beaſts. And though he ever lov'd, and continnd 
endeavour'd the Peace of the Roman Empire, ye 
all his Reign he had a: more than ;ordinary Ul 
of Martial Diſcipline ; ſeverely, puniſhing the Vi 
and Licentiouſneſs of Soldiers, correcting aud 
forming paſt Errors, and preſcribing new Ruls 
the future. «  :> x 
- Shortly after his Entrance into the City, het 
an Oath, That he wou'd never puniſh-a Senate 
therwiſe than by the very Sentence of the den 


and at his Birth-Day he exhibited many Show 


1 e ben 
mes to the People, ordering many wild Beaſts to 
ur, being le l gen 


hides great 


co omit nodhing. e and generous, 
61 ue to the 


N Children; 
d Noble M 
J. frpm no 


r 


6.0 d, but likewiſe to be adyis 


He 


— J 


of a - © 9 = >, 74 * "= ESP. > n 
on requir' d it: And he often declar d in o- 
| | Court 4 d Sen _ & 26 bk. | — da 
% 204 Sehate, Ther be pelt govern the | Rev. 
, to procure the Peoples Good, not his ohn. 


Men and 


Courteous in his Diſcourſes he had with wel 
Perſons of low Degree; and he deſpis'd hich? 
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Death at his Arrival to the Empire. He wf 
tive and prying into the Secrets ehen of the wi 
_ eſt Families; and was ſo ready to hearken to Wi 
perers and Sycophants, that the Eſtates and Li 
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He had ſo great a Veneration for the Senate. i 
was ſo nice in conferring the Honour of that 
that when he created Tatian, his Cape 
Guards, and a Confular Perſon, he told him, 
he bad not bing in his Power equal to this let | 
nour : And further, he proceeded even toexas 
thoſe Emperors who had a lels Eſteem d Sena 
than they ought. Upon ſolemn Days he com 
pl waited upon the Confuls totheir own Houle 
familiarly convers'd with Men of Rep 
— — in their Sicknels twice br ties Wal 
and treating them with all rhe Kindneſs anda 
arity of Companions, He viſited Tome sieh pe 
who were no more enfranchis'd Servants, com 
ing chem in their Infirmities, and "allilling 
with his Counſels. He was extreamly Aﬀable u 


p * 


wou d envy him a Pleaſure ſo ſenſible tc bim, 
on the Pretence of maintaining the Pott aud W 
vity of an Emper oo. 
Yee notwithſtanding all theſe noble Virugl 
Qualifications, this Emperor was not free from my 
great Vices and Imperſections; and he 1s blen 
have had a ſtrange and unuſual Mixture of both f 
to ſeem to reconcile moſt Vices with their contra 
Virtues. For in the midſt of his Excellence, 
was noted to be proud and vain-glorious, ear 
and detracting, cruel and revengeſul; which } 
appear d from his putting ſome eminent Peron 


of his greateſt Friends became oſten endangil 
However he had an uncommon Faculty of 


manding and governing his Aﬀe&ions, and ] 
mighty Artifice cover d his inſolent, enyious, ſu 
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of it, and is ones Continnance, many have ac- 
counted it the Fourch General Perſecution; But it is 
noe generally reckan'd o by che Fathers of the 


ere again put in Rrecution; ſo chat it may be 
all'd a Revival, or perhaps a Continuance of the 
Third Perſecution, wich was not entirely ceas d in 
hers Rein. 
ſache ſame Year thae this Peeſecrion was begun 
r reviv'd, ſeveral of the Northern Nations, as the 
lanes, Scythians in Europe, the Sarmatians and Daci- 
w, began to make Devaltatiotis in the Rowen Em- 
e. Apainſt theſe barbarous People Adrian himſelf 
ated from Rome, with a very . » Army; but 
pon his near approach to their Coun 

Adrian, the Lieutenant of Trajan, brought them 
2 Submiſſion; which being teadily accepted by 
e Emperor, ended all preſent Conteſta. The bet- 
to have eas d the Roman State, he determin d to 
ve quitted the Province of Dacia for the future, 
t was deterr'd from that Deſigu by his Friends, 
do made it appear, that Rome wou d then be much 
dos d to the Inſults of the Northern Nations; fo 
it he only broke down. the famoys Bridge that 
zn had built over the Danabe, the better to pre- 
it their Incurſions. In this Journey, a Conſpira- 
vas diſcoyer'd againſt his Perſon, which occati- 
d the Execution of four Conſular Perſons ; but 


de without his Conſent and Approbation. There- 
r leaving Mercius Turbo. Governor of Pannonia 
Dacia, he return d ſpeedily to Rome, to purge 

a him- 


a 


Church, ſince. no newBEdids Gere ffir ont againſt 


untries, the Name 


k Execution was diſown'd by the Emperor, as 
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among the People, conferring. great ah 


Sands of eAgypt. Ftom Gaul he went into Gem 
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kiimſelf from the Infamy and Ear e 
making a large Congiar or Diltabugon oro 
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Privileges upon many, andexhibicing mille 
Games and Spectacles to the City; net e 
careful Execution of Juſtice ig E 


Staying at Rome for a ſhorter Time a eee 
reſolv'd to viſit the whole Empire in Perſon; 


that all Things were regulated and eſtabliſh tol 
Honour and Safety of the\Publick; andtaking nl 


him a ſplendid Court, and a cofifiderable Force, 


firſt enter d the Province of G, where he male 
Luſtration of all the Inhabitants, viewed the cu 
Cities and Fortifications, and gave many Markt 


his Favour, as he did in all other Places of f 


Empire. In his Travels he uſually faid, 75% 
Emperor ought" v0 imitate the Sun, who carries bis Li 
through all the Corners and Regions of the Earth ; and! 
moſt commonly travelłd on Foot, and always vi 
his Head bare, making no Diſtinction between ll 
frozen Mountains of the Alps, and the ſcorchil 


carefully ſurveying the Legions and Armies thay 
and tho' he endeavoutr'd to preſerve Peace fag 
than promote Wars, yet he ſtrictly kept his Solas 
to true Diſcipline and Hardſhips, and carefully 
niſh'd-all Luxury and Delicacies from the Cu 
He put down the Uſe of Arbours, ſhady Wal 
and Grotto's among the Soldiers, cut off many! 
perfluous Expences of his Officers; and to ed 
chem by his own Example, he exercis'd himſell 

all Hardſhips, and often walk'd twenty Miles tof 
ther at the Head of his Troops. He alſo conforl 


himſelf to the Lives and Habits of the ordinary v 
diers, eating their Ammunition Bread, Bacon, # 


Cheeſe, after the Examples of the Younger 
and Metellus; but where his Commands were hat 
than ordinary; he was ready to give them Mol 
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ind Prefermentsfor their Incouragement. He markd 

ut Camps himſelf, made many wiſe Rules for liſt- 

ne Soldiers, and perſonally examin'd into the State 

if the Magazines for Ammunition and Proviſions, 

ith many other Things for the laſting Eſtabliſh- 


- * 


bent of Order and Authorit 7). 


Aſter ſome ſtay in Germany, he enter d Belgium, 
pd from thence pals'd over into Britain, where he 
form'd many Abuſes, and reconcil'd the Inhabi- 
nts and Romans Which dwelt. there, as well the 
atriſons, as the Natives and Colonies. And for the 


» 


ter Eſtabliſhment of futute Peace and Security he 


sd a mighty. Wall to de made of Wood and 4 frm 
th, extending from the River Eden in Cumberland, 1 in 
the Tine in Northumberland, eight Miles in length; 5" 
d all to prevent the Incurfion of the wilder Bri- 
1, and dangerous Neighbours, that daily difturb'd 
e Peace of the Romans.” This ſtupendious Work 
vs begun in the Third Lear of his Reign: And 
ving taken all neceſſary Care in this Iſland, the 
pperor return'd into Gaal, where he erected ſome 
ous Buildings, fome to the Honour of Plotina, 
d conferr d many Favours and Honours; in that 
duntry. Having thus viſited all Gaul and the Bor- 
5, he directed his Journey for Spain, and at his 
rival he was received with great Joy and Satisfa- 
on, being a Native of that Country. After he 
I view'd and viſited many Places, he took up 
Winter-Quarters in the City of Taragon, where 
calld a Meeting or Parliament of all the Provin- 
in Spain, and ordain'd many Things for the 
pod and Benefit of that Country.” At this Place, 
king in a Garden, a Servant of the Houſe ran 
ouſly at him with a drawn Sword to kill him ; 
the Emperor - cloſing with the Man, cook him 
loner, deliver'd him to his Guards, and inſtead 
puniſhing him, ſent hima Phyſician to bleed him, 
| Perſon quite diftcaRed ; which was a remarka- 
| U 3 ble 
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ble Inſtance of the Command of hig T 
ter the Extremity of the Winter was paß herenl 
his Journey, and travell'd through all Spain, vis 
the ſeveral Cities, and beſtowing many Favoiirus 
on them; eſpecially his own Country Talica and 
ville, to which he granted many. great Exemptions 
and ſeveral peculiar Privileges, but went narthichs 
himſelf. Thus having travell'd over all Spain, i 
the Eaſtern Parts of the Empire, he return'dtowns 
Rome, deſignin g after ſome convenient Stay there, 

| ſurvey the reſt of the Roman Ennely, which vs 
much the largeſt Part; and at this Time he appdi 
ed the exact Limits and Bounds of the Empire, fro 
the barbarous Nations on the North. Where th 
wanted Rivers and other natural Marks and Divi 
ons, he made uſe of large Stones, Pillars, Trees, al 
other Things; and to the High Germans, who 
that Time were free, he appointed a King, whid 
gain'd him a great Reſpect among choſe People uh 


. 


were ready to revolt. 1 7 

Adrian being now a third Time at Rome in pit 
Peace and Proſperity, he employ d himſelf in 
Affairs of the City, and the frequent Converlaty 
of ingenious and learned Men. Of theſe he us 
great Encourager and munificent Patron; and! 
with him Philoſophers, Aſtronomets, Poets, Rhey 
ricians, Grammarians, Muſicians, Geometric 
Architects, and excellent Painters. and Statuand 
moſt of whom he ſurpaſs d in their on Skill, a 
he frequently declar d, That he never neglefted 0 
ted any kind of Learning or Knowledge that might 4 
ful in Peace or Mar, either. for an Em; eror or a Pals 
Perſon. But as extraordinary Parts and -Curiolity. 
too often accompanied with an envious and ceald 
ous Temper, ſo this Emperor bore a ſecret Hatredl 
ſeveral worthy Perſons whoſe Learning and logeal 
ty had gain'd them a more than ordinary Repu 
T4 | on. And tho' he openly careſs'd and entertail 
\. * * kan 
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med Men with great Sitibfaion, yer he had a 
rear Jealouſie of ſuch as; any Ways excell'd him; 
nd he took ſuch àn exceeding Delight in puzling 

d conquering others in Dilputes and Arguments, - 
bat many yielded'their Cauſes when the Advantage 
12s apparently on their Side... As Favorinus did, an 
zenious Man, who ownin 8 himſelf worſted by the 
peror, when he could wih caſe have repell d the 
orce of his Arguments, and being blam'd by his 
ends for fuch à Conceſlion, made anſwer, Ought 
„ve Place to 4 Man who bas Thirty Legions. at bis. 
nd? But this envious and atabitious Temper of 
ns ſomerimes proceeded to open Violence and. 

WS niſhmeor of great Artiſts, and particularly to the 

MS: cuting of Apollodorus the Architect, for freely 

wing him the Errors of his own-new Buildings. 
che Captain of his Guatds being envy'd. for 
me extraordinal Sl, or leave to retire, and liv- 

g quietly ſeven Years after in the Country, order d 
s Inſcription on his Tomb, ' Here lies Similis, whoſe 
d conſiſted” of ſixty ſeven Tears, yet luv d but ſeven. 
was ſo fond of Glory in theſe Matters, that Spar- 
tells us, that he wrote his own Life and Actions, 

d afterwards gave it to his Servants. who were 

olors, to publiſh it under their own Names, In 
þ Reign flouriſſid che chief of the Juriſconſulcs or 
vyers, and particularly Julian, who compos d the 
rpetual Edict by the Emperor's Command, to 1 
a Rule for all the ſucceeding Prætors in Rome; be- 
call d Edidtum Perpetuum, becauſe it was to conti- pq;aum 
ein force for ever. Beſides him, among other perpetu- 
med Men and Writers, flouriſh'd Ptolemy of Alex- um. 
a, the famous Aﬀronomer ; Phlegon, Adrian's 
td-man, eminent for his exact Calculation of the 
Impiads; Arrian, who wrote the Expedition of 
render the Great; and Aulus Gellius, the Learned 
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hor of the Noffes Attica. _ | 
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| Ren tes e into the 
ceſſary 


Journey, he ſhortly arriv'd in the Leſſet 4%, in 
whence he turn'd back into Greece to the gg 
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The Emperor continuing in Rowe:fora gude 
ble ſpace, towards the ſeyenth Year of 1. Re | 
receiv'd Intelligence that the Parthians began tm 
War againſt the Empire; which causd N te 
Eat: and making all o 
reparations, he reſoly'd to- pralkente th 
War in Perſon ; which ſo alarm'd the Enemy, thi 
they immediately ſu'd for a Peace, and; Sbtaindf 
This gaye Adrian an Opportunity of pufſuing 


Travels without Moleſtation; and beginning 


City of Athens. Here he made a conſiderable 
took upon bim the Place and Honour of Arch, & 
lebrated their ſolemn Sports, and gave many mail 
cular'Laws and Privileges to that Cir; bibelpll 
ally was enter d into their Eleuſmian ieee 
were accounted the moſt ſacred andyenerable off 
whole Gentile World, and by Way of Em -nq 


Duadratus, Biſhop of Athens,” ani Dar 
- 


Saviour's Miracles, bis curing Diſeaſes,, and 14 
Dead, of which. ſome Inſtances were ſtill alive. 
Apologies, and Letters from Serenjus Graniamus ] 
conſul of Aſia, which repreſented, the unjuſt 
ceedings againſt the Chriſtians, took o the Res 
neſs of the Emperor's fury, and caus'd him to 
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othe Governors of Provinces, Tbat the Chriſtians A. D. 
loud not be puniſh'd. for the future, except they bad mani- 124. 
ol tranſereſs d the Laws of the Empire. And he was | 
ſtewile fo. far wropght into a good Opinion of 
rifianity, that Lampridius tells us, he-deſign'd to 
aida Temple to Cbriſt, and to receive him into the 
amber of their Gods; and that he commanded 
eqmples to be built in all Cities without Images, 
Which were for a long ſpace call'd Adrians; but: 
s ſtopp'd in his Proceedings. by ſome, who con- 
ulting the Oracle, had been told, that if this ſuc- 
ceded, the Pagan Temples would be; deſerted, and 
Men become Cbriſti unn. 
Aker a whole Winter's continuance in Athens, the 
mperor return'd towards Italy, taking Sicily by his 
Way, where he viſited Ata the famous Burning 
ountain, and the principal Places of that Iſland; 
d after that return d a fourth Time to Rome. But 


ky 
* 
by 
of 


err a ſhort ſtay, He-prepar'd Ships and Gallies, and 
e d the Mediterranean into Africk,where he was re- 
ird wich incredible. Joy and Satisfaction, not only 
er che Eſteem the Inhabitants had for him, but alſo 


cauſe his Arriyal was attended with plentiful Show- 
of Rain, which the Country had wanted for five 
[ears together. Here the Emperor ſpegt much Time 
regulating and reforming the Government, in 
ding and deciding Controverſies, and in ordering 
any magnificent Buildings to be erected; among 
ch was his Re-edifying a great part of the fa- 
ous City of Carthage, which he commanded to be 
fil d Adrianople, according to his own Name. Stay- 
g 2 conſiderable Time in Africk, he return d proſ- 
ouſly to Rome à fifth Time, where he carefully 
forided for all other Matters of the Empire; yet 
e made no long ſtay; but when all expected and 
op d for his continuance in the City, he ſuddenly 
Lg” ready for his Journey into the Eaſt. He travell'd 
0 #1 ſecond Time into Greece, and viewing all Parts, - | 
* era 4; - Ms | fx +. caus' 


wink 
ot, t 
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| 
| Jeruſalem 
| Rebuilt. 


A. D. principally by the Aſſiſtance of the Fews, who be- 
130. 
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caus d thoſe Buildings and Temples to be finn Wie 
which he order d before to be begun, and enjoyn and! 
others to be built: And thus continuing his Journey, Wvile 
he paſs'd over into the Leſſer A, and aQed they c.. 
with the ſame Care, Prudence, and Exactneſs as eig 
did in all other Parts. Having gone 3 J Ti 
Leſſer Aſia into Syria, he by Letters and Meſfenger b 4 
invited all the Kings, Tetrarchs, and Potentates in 
thoſe Parts, not only Subjects and Allies, but alſa 
Neighbours and Strangers, to conſult and comet 
with him in that Country. Among this numero 
and ſplendid Concourſe, the King of Parthia wa 
one, to whom he freely ſent his Daughter, who haf 
been taken Priſoner by Trajan in the former Wan 
for which generous Act many came to his Coutt to 
viſit, honour, and acknowledge him ; - all whom he 
received with ſuch uncommon Courteſie and Cn 
ty, as raisd the Envy and Concern of all other 
who neglected this Opportunity. At the Finilhin 
of theſe magnificent Feaſts and Entertainments, ak 
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ter a Survey of Syria, the Emperor enter d Pf rouge 
and Fudes, viſiting all the principal Cities; after» te 
which he ſet forwards, and did the like in the ſub- bake. 


du'd Part of Arabia. From whence he paſs'd into N peed 
e£gypt ; where he made a longer Stay than in othe! 
Parts, viewing the Strength and famous Antiquities fing 7 
of that Country, and in Memory of the Great Po- 
pey, caus'd a moſt magnificent Monument to bee. 
rected over him, his Tomb being now much ruin 
and decay'd. He alſo caus'd a City to be founded 
in the Name and Memorial of a beautiful Youth, 
whom he lov'd exceedingly, who dy'd in this Coun- 
try. And at the ſame Time he commanded the Holy 
City Jeruſalem to be rebuile with great Charge; 


which was perform'd with admirabe Expedition, 


gan much to raiſe their ſhoct-liv'd Hopes and Expe- 


&ations. In this the Emperor built a Temple to J. 
| pite 
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17 Capitolinus, which extreamly offended the Jews, 
a} 1d greater Miſchieſs than ever; and de 
viſe chang d its former Name, and call d it Adina 
Cazitolins, which was done in the 14th Year of his 
Reign, 59 Years after its Deſtruction by Titus. 


by Adrian, during his Abode in A and e£gypr, he 
return'd into Europe; and arriving in Greece, he re- 
main d a conſiderable ſpace with his whole Court in 
the City of Athens. Being there, in the 16th Year 
of his Reign, the Fews again rais'd a dangerous Re- 


bellion, deſtroy ing what Romans they cou d in Fudes, 


if the Pagan Worſhippers in their new City, and af- 
tzrwards confirm'd by one who pretended he came 
le down as a Light from Heaven to deliver them from 
e lavery and Bondage, declaring, He war the Star 
ol by Baalam, whence being call'd Barcocab, he 
J. vas worſhipp'd and receiv'd as the which 
ne rought the Fews in all Nations into this Sedition. 


Sc 5 SS S 


der Dio tells us, That the whole World was in a manner 
abhaken by this Commotion of the Fews. But Adrian 


nto peedily ſent his beſt Commanders againſt this obſti- 
bet nate and perfidious Nation, the chief of whom be- 
ries ing Fulius Severus, Governor of Britain. And tho” 
e gain'd the Victory at laſt, he would not have cho- 
ee. Jen many Triumphs at the Purchaſe of ſo much 
Blood. But the extraordinary Strength now in the 
Jeui, was given them for their Deſtruction ; and the 
more dangerous this Rebellion had been, the more 
ſevere was the Emperor's Puniſhment, and che greater 
lis Care in preventing the like Miſchiofs for the fu- 
ture. The War was concluded in two Years time 
with the Demoliſhmene of Fifty of their ſtrongeſt 
Cities, the Deſtruction of 985 of their beſt Towns, 
the Death of 580000 Men in Battels and Skirmiſhes, 
beſides infinite Numbers conſum'd by Famines and 
Diſeaſes, 


Galilee, and other Parts, with an infinite number of 
1 They were firſt incens d by the Privileges 
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Theſe and many other Matters being 'tranſated 


—— 
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; Difeaſes, and their whole Land laid waſte," whid 
almoſt prov'd the Extirpation of the Fewiſb Nation 
Adrian after this ſtrange Deſolation, baniſh d all J;,; 


| The laſt 
great Di- 


ſun of Out of Fudea, and by publick Decree prohibited ay 

| 7b: jews. of them to come in View of that Country, or f 
A. D. much as took towards their Soil or City. Bis tel 
134. us, that this Deſolation was forgtold by the falling 
| afunder of Solomon's Sepulchre; and by, Wolves and 


4 


Hyzna's, who howl'd about the Streets, and devour} 
Peoplein the Fields. This happen'd four Years after 
the Re-edifying of Feruſalem, and ſixty three after the 
Deſtruction of that City by Titus, and the firſt Dil 
perſion of the Fews. This Fewiſb Inſurrection wt 
immediately follow'd by a dangerous Irruption 
the Alani and Maſagetes, barbarous Nations of 59 
bia Aſiatica, who enter'd Media with great Fury, 
and came into Armenia, paſſing in their Rayages ant 0 
Devaſtations as far as Cappadocia, where Fim s 
rianus was Commander for the Emperor. But A f 
an, who ever choſe Peace before an unprofitable? 
War, usd ſuch Means, and ſent ſuch Preſents une 
their King, that they all 'return'd peaceably imer . 


their own Country. 5, ö 
Adrian having eſtabliſh'd all Matters with great 
Wiſdom and Advantage in the ſeveral Parts of the 
Empire, after he had beſtow'd many Gifts and Fs. 
vours upon the Cities of Greece, he reſolv'd to com- 
clude his whole Journey, and to return to Rome for 
the reſt of his Days, having ſpent thirteen Years in 
ſurveying the Empire, beſides the ſeveral Times ol 
his Continuance in Rome. This was his ſixth an 
laſt Time of his Return to the City, where his En 
trance was exceeding grateful, and acceptable to al 

| People; and tho' he began to be old and unweildy, 
' he was no leſs diligent in the publick Adminiſtration, 
[ than when he had his greateſt Strength. He ſertlet 
| all Affairs with extraordinary Order and Regularit); 
1 he citabliſh'd the Palatine and publick ag - 
| | reauc 


hay . 
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eaucd them and the Militia into ſo good a Form, 

i they continu d the ſame for many Ages. He 
commanded the Senators and Equites never to ap- 


1 pear in Publick, but with their Gowns and proper 


. Habits, except when they return'd from Supper; and 
ie himſelf was always careful of his Habit, while 
be was in Rome or Italy. He allow'd to the Children 
Not proſcrib'd Perſons the twelfth Part oß their Pa- 
A ents Goods; and ſequeſter'd the Eſtates of Idiots ; 
bac if they had Children, he gave all to them. He 
orbad Maſters to kill their Slaves, as had been be- 
fore allow'd, but order'd them to be try'd by the 
Laws in all Capital Crimes ; and took away the pri- 
nate Perſons for Servants, which were formerly in 
he Management of their Maſters. If a Maſter was 
found kill'd in his Houſe, he wou'd not allow all his 
Slaves to be put to the Torture as formerly; but on- 
ly ſuch of them as might have perceiv'd and pre- 
rented it. He ordain'd that all ſuch Perſons as wil- 
ully conſum'd their Eſtates, ſhou'd be firſt expos'd 
0 publick Shame in the Amphitheatre, and then 


Laws and Ordinances he made; but finding himſelf 
zacient and indiſpos'd, and without Heirs, he took 
are for a Succeſſor, and therefore determin'd to 
opt ſome conſiderable Man that ſhou'd be worthy 
ff fuch a Dignity. After many Conſiderations and 
onſultations about ſo weighty a Matter, he ar laſt 
made choice of Lucius Commodus, tho contrary to the 
Advices of his Council, a Thing not uſual till then; 
nd calling the chief of the Senate to his Bed- ſide, he 
old them, That ſince Nature had deny d him a Son, they 
the Laws bad ſupply d that Defect, and granted him 
me. Birth and Adoption were equal as to the publick 
d; only Birth was often the Effect of Fate and Chance, 
d Adoption the Effect of Choice and Wiſdom. Nature 
ad often given Fools to the Damage of a Nation; but 


is 


haice generally produc d wiſe Men to the Preſervation of 
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urn d out of the City. Theſe and many other 
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| its Happineſs, He likewiſe inſiſted upon the Ven 
6 and Merits of the Perſon, and having adopted hin 


I. com- and entitl d him Ceſar, he chang d his Name to ;*1 

| modus 4. 1 Vrrus; ordering likewiſe the Celebration of th 

An“ Circenſion Games, and a Donative to the Sold 

nnd People. On the ſame Day he commandeq 

1 _ - werianus, à great and popular Man, to be lain, t 

f ther with his own Nephew Fuſcus, for cet 

ö ſuſpicions of Treaſon and Uſurpation; and lik 

wile he commanded ſome others to be put to Dea 

upon Pretences not wholly juſtifiable, his Int 

ties diſcloſing his innate Cruelty, which before thi 

Time had ſhewn it ſelf too openly in ſome 1 

ſtances. | __ PS; 

In a ſhort Time the Bodily Infirmities of the hey 

adopted Ceſar appear'd ſo manifeſtly, that Adi 

began to repent of his chuſing ſo feeble a Succelſa; 

and he often ſaid, That be had lean'd againſt a mt 

L. Com- Wal; but his Death ſoon after reliev'd the Eu 

modus ror's Fears. Upon which he immediately aden 

_ Marcus Antoninus an eminent Man, afterwards fat: 

nam'd Pius; at the ſame Time obliging him to ada; 

two others; namely, Marcus Aurelius and Latin 

rus, two promiſing Youths, who afterwards becam 

Emperors. All which being eftabliſh'd with the Ap 

probation of the Senate and chief of Rome, and tif 

Emperor's Diſtemper increaſing, he caus'd himls 

| to be carry'd to the City of Baie ; where his Pan 

h became very tormenting, and ſometimes threw hin 

into Convulſions; ſo that he often endeavour'd ti 

deſtroy himſelf, crying out, How miſerable it it 

| ſeek Death, and not to find bim! He made uſe d 

Gifts and Promiſes, and ſometimes Threatnings 1 
i provoke his Attendants to kill him; but ſome alledgs 

1 Pity, ſome Piety, and others Fear, till at laſt h 

' the Advice of his Phyſicians, he abftain'd fron 

k all kind of Suſtenance, which brought him v 

0 an eaſie Death, often uſing the common * 
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A multitude of Phyſicians kills the King, and at the ſame The Dea:b | u ü 
Time ſported with ſome remarkable Verſes,enquiring Adrian- Wl 
of his Soul, Whither it deſign'd to go ! This was the "a 
Death of AÆAlius Adrien, the Fifteenth Emperor of 

Rome, in the Sixty ſecond Year. of his Age, after a 
proſperous Reign of Twenty one Years and Eleven 

Months; a Prince of rare Virtues and Deſerts, tho 

ſtain d with an unhappy Mixture of many Vices and 
ug [nperfections ; but in his Government and Admi- . 
niſtration he was admirable, and the Empire re- | 
ceiv'd vaſt Advantages from his exact Models, and 
bis regular Eſtabliſhments, which produc'd a Peace 

and Security more lafting than cou'd have been ex- 

eeced from ſuch a degenerate Republick. His 
Death happen'd in the 891/. Year of the City, 163 
after the Settlement of the Empire by Auguſtus, 138 
after our Saviour's Nativity, and 67 after the De- 
ſtruction of Feruſalem. 


II. The Death of Adrian was highly lamented in 4. D. 

e Empire, but not ſo univerſally in the City, by 128, 
reaſon of his ſeveral ſevere Executions in his laſt 

dickneſs; but as the Wiſdom of his Government 

as admir'd by all, ſo was the Wiſdom of his chu- 

Ing Marcus Antoninus no leſs applauded. His Death 

as no ſooner publiſh'd inthe City, but Antoninus, his Antoni. 

ew adopted Succeſſor, was immediately, without nus Pius 

ny Contradiction, admitted and obey'd for Empe- med: Eu- 

or, according to the Appointment of the Senate, ber. 

fore the Death of Adrian. Marcus Antoninus was 2 

oreigner, and born in the City of Ni/mes in Gaul, 

hough others ſay in Latium; his Grandfather being 

lurelius Fulvius, and his Father of the ſame Name, 

oth Noblemen of an ancient Family, who had been 

onſuls, and held other Offices and Dignities. 

it his arrival at the Empire he was above Fifty Years 

Age, and had paſs d through ſeveral Honourable 

Vilices, as the Quæſtorſhip, the Prætorſhip, and Con- 

ſulſhip, 
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| ©  ſulſhip, all which, with ſome other Offices and Mi. 
giſtracies, he worthily diſcharg d. He afteriward; 
ſhew'd himſelf to be one of the moſt excellent Pt 
ces in the World for Virtue and Bounty ; and 80 
vern'd the Empire with the greateſt Authority, Jil 
ſtice, Moderation, and Clemency. . He had a grace! 
ful Aſpe&, and happy Conſtitution of Body; wx 
| very mild and temperate, a great Lover of Hunting 
1 and Husbandry ; well Learn d, and ſingularly He 
1 quent; and was ſo entirely free from̃ all kinds of Yi 
ces, that in that he much exceeded Trajan, indi 
beſt of his Predeceſfors. For which Reaſon, the 
wiſe Men in his Time compar'd him to Nums 2 
pilius, the ſecond King of Rome; and upon ſevent 
Accounts he had the Surname of Pias given him by 
the Senate; and at the fame Time he was ſtil'd iz 
tber of Virthes. Authars have been too fuccing in 
this Reign, and ſince it was in great Meaſure free 
from Foreign and Domeſtick' Diſturbances, they 
have principally treated of the Perſonal Qualifica- 
tions of the Emperor: For which Reaſon, in iii 
and ſeveral other Reigns, I am oblig'd ſometimes to 
recede a little from the ſtrict Rules of Hin, and 
comply with the Sterility and Courſeneſs of ny 
Materials. Wor 1 | 
Antoninus, according to his Merciful Temper, mads 
it his firſt Care to free thoſe Perſons whom Adria 
had condemn'd in his laſt Sickneſs, and not exects 
| ted; declaring, That Adrian, if he bad recover i 
ll wou d have done the ſame. Then taking his Remains 
| to Rome, with great Pomp and Solemnity he bury 
| them in the Gardens of Domitia; and notwithſtand 
ing he was oppos'd by moſt Men, he deify'd Adria 
i according tothe Roman Cuſtom. Theſe generous he. 
i ginnings, with ſome others, gain d him the fore: 
j mention d Title of Pius from the Senate; who like 
| wiſe gave the Name of Auguſta to his Wife Fauſbing 
| and decreed Statues in Honour of ſeveral of 7 
cello 


- 


ohap. II. Antoninus Pius XVI. 
c(eſtors and dead Relations, and alſo the Celebration 
ot the Circenſan Games on his Birth-Day. In the 
beginning of his Reign he ſoon diſplay'd his Good- 
net and Bounty; and made it his Buſineſs to ſeek 
bor Men able to govern the Commonwealth, always 
& WW conferring great Honours upon good and deſerving 
Men. He impartially conſider'd the Wiſdom of his 
vredeceſſor, and therefore he made very few Remo- 
aal in thoſe Offices and Charges that had been eſta- 
lind by him; and ever accounted it moſt advan- 
LW2gcous co the Publick, for Good and upright Go- 
10 rernours to continue long in their Charges and Pro- 
iaces. Therefore he wou'd not hearken to the In- 
nuations which were made againſt them, declaring; 
by be won d not begin his Reign with Changes and odi- 
FW Aions ; giving many Rewards to fuch as meri- 
iel his Favour. He moderated many Impoſts, and 
res ributes, and commanded that all ſnou'd be collect- 
d without any Severity or Oppreſſion. He exactly 
nform'd himſelf of the Revennes and Tributes of 
he Publick ; but was never ſatisfy'd with the Gain 
hat proceeded from an oppreſs'd Province; being 
ery ready to hear the juſt Complaints that were 
ometimes made againſt his Collectors and other 
niſters. He immediately ſhew'd his Liberality and 
bounty to an extraordinary Degree, and ſoon gave a- 
Fay moſt of his former Eſtate and Goods in Favours 
nd Acts of Charity; ſo that when his Empreſs Fau- 
me repin'd at his Generoſity, he repreſented her as 
Pnorant, and told her, That as ſoon as be was poſ- 
ed of the Empire, be quitted all private Intereſts, and 
ad nothing of his own, but all belong d to the Pub- 
&, In Matters of Equity and juſt Government, he 
2 no leſs vigilant and induſtrious than his Prede- 
lor Adrian. But he was contrary to his Opini- 
n as to Travels, and reſolv'd never to depart from 
me during his Reign, only for Hunting and ordi- 
ay Recreations ; ſaying, That the Court and Compa- 
X 17 
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for the Emperor to rem ain at was Rome; the great Ms 


Judge and Arbitrator of Controverſies, looking l 


the Inhabitants of Hyrcania, a Province of Aſis, . 
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ny which travell'd with the Emperor were prejudicial ind 
burdenſome to the Provinces and Cities through whid 


they paſsd; and that in viſiting ſome Places be ws 
too diſtant from ot bers; and therefore the moſt proper play 


tropolu of the Empire, ſeated in the Heart of it, and mf 
convenient to receive Embaſſies and Meſſages from all Pa. 
of the World. So by ſtrictly obſerving this Rule, he 
had the good Fortune to ſuppreſs all the Wars and 
Inſurrections in his Reign by his Governours aul 
Commanders. 

Thoſe few Troubles and InfurreAions that we 
read of in this Reign were in Britain, in Dacia, and 
in Germany; and all were made towards the begin 
ning of this Emperors Reign. The firſt was in N 
tain by the more barbarous and unciviliz'd Pan d 
that Nation, but they were ſoon quell'd by the Car 
and Induſtry of the Emperor's Lieutenant Lolliu Ur 
bicus, who after that improv'd Adrian's Wall vit 
larger Fortifications, or rather added another Wal 
to the former; for which Services he obtain d the 
Surname of Britamiem. Thoſe in Dacia and Gm 
ny happen d ſhortly after, but were ſucceſsfully fu 
preſs'd by the Commanders in thoſe Parts; in vid 
Wars the Emperor's Skill and Management gaind 
him ſuch Reputation in all Parts, that for mat 
Years after he rul'd the World by his own Author 
without any conſiderable War or Bloodſhed : Sat 
Aur. Victor. tells us, that all Kings, Nations a 
People ſtood in awe of him, and at the ſame tim 
ſo lov'd and eſteem'd him, that they accounted ii 
rather their Father and Patron, than their Lord n 
Emperor; and all unanimouſly choſe him for ii 


on him as though he had come down from Heil 
He was ſo much eſteem'd among Foreigners, 


the Caſpian Sea, and the Bactrians, a very _ 
| 11 


LI Chap. ll. Antoninus Pius XVI. 
alant People more Eaſtward, together with the In- 
im, all ſent their Ambaſſadors, voluntarily offering 
Yor him their Alliance and Obedience. And from other 
Countries which were exceedingly remote, there 
dame ſeveral Kings to pay him Homage; and par- 
ticularly Stangorus from the Indies, King Pharaſmanes, 
and others. And in other Countries he ſetled Kings 
at his Pleafure, the Inhabitants conſenting, though 
they were no ways ſubject to the Empire. King 
Abgarus out of the Eaſt came to Rome to wait up- 
on him, indac'd ſolely by the Authority of his 
ei Name; and the King of Parthia reſolving to raiſe 
088 war againſt Armenia, and having with a migh- 
Er ty Force enter'd that Country, one Letter from this 
Y Emperor caus d him to retire and diſcharge his 
Nt OS Army. . 
Car 2 reigning in all Proſperity, in the third 
Year of his Government his Empreſs Fauſtina dy d; 
and the Senate appointed her a Temple and Prieſt- 
eſſes, Games to her Honour, and Statues of Gold 
and Silver. The Emperor alſo made a charitable E- 
flabliſhment for the Maintenance of certain young 
Children, whom he call'd by the Name of Fauſtina's 
Children, Not long before which he had marry'd 
bis Daughter of the ſame Name to one of his de- 
gn d Succeiſors Marcus Aurelius, a Perſon of rare 
accompliſhments, to whom the Emperor at the ſame 
time gave the Title of Cæſar, and rais'd him co the 
Honour of the Conſulſhip, and to ſeveral other = 
Vignities. About the ſame time the Chrifians be- The Chri- 
e to be much oppreſs'd, and ſeverely treated in fians r. 
many Parts of the Empire, by vertue of the parti- * 14% 
cular Edicts of former Emperors, and the general! 
landing Laws of the Roman Empire, which look d 
on them as a wicked and abominable Generati- 
on. To wipe away theſe Aſperſions, and to miti- 
date the Severities againſt them, that eminent Cham- 
Hon of the Chriſtian, _ Martyr, publiſſi d = 
＋ | 
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firſt Apology, preſeñting it to the Emperor, to hisadoy. 5 
ted Sons, to the Senate, and by them to the-whole 0 
People of Rome, wherein, with great Strength of 2 
Reaſon, He defends the Chriſtians from the comman 0k Will \, 
jections of their Enemies, rome the Divine Autbority f Will . 
the Chriſtian Faith, and ſhews how unjuſt and unis 1 
ſonable it was to proceed againſt them without due Cu- 
viction and Form of Law ; acquaints them with the im- ye 
cent Rites and Uſages of the Chriſtian Aſſemblies ; and, A 
laſtly, pur che Emperor in mind of the Methods. of bi Wi ;, 
Predeceſſor Adrian in this Matter; who bath command pr 
that Chriſtians ſhou'd not be needleſly and unjuſtly troubled, 

| but their Cauſes ſhou'd be travers d and determin'd in q ©: 
Judicaturcs; annexing to his Apology a Copy of the Wl de 
Reſcript which Adrian had ſent to Minucius Fundum ſhe 
to that purpoſe. The Emperor being of a. mill Ml 1 
and merciful Diſpoſition was ſo far mov'd by thi an. 
Apology, and by the Informations he had receii an. 
from the other Parts of the Empire, as to publiſ vat 
Letter in the behalf of the diſtreſſed Chriſtians of 
which he, among other Things, remarkably int» WW vor 
mates, The greateſt Conqueſts the Chriſtians gaind «ll :. 
ver their Oppoſers by their laying down their Lives nu nl 
the Truth of their Cauſe ; and concludes his Letter u in! 
theſe Words; If after. all, any ſhall fill rocted ty 2nd 
create them Trouble, meerly becauſe they are Chriltians Wl per 
Jet him who is indicted be diſcharg'd, though be aum wh; 
to be a Chriſtian, and let the Informer himſelf und 6ch 
the Puniſhment. By which laudible Indulgence d cl, 
the Emperor's, the Chriſtians generally remain 1. 
in great Peace and Security throughout the reſt 0M kin 
this Reign. | 1 

Antoninus now became more univerſally belod H Ci 
his Subjects; and as his Goodneſs and Equity be that 
came daily more conſpicuous, ſo his Perſon be Witt 
came more dear to the Senate, which continual} MW Bui 
added new Honours and Titles to him, particulaYWMren 
Riling him, Farber of bit Counn7, a Title which Bi wy 
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much refus'd ; but at length accepted of it with greet Ml 
Courteſie and Humility. They likewiſe offer d to : 
give the Names of Antoninus and Fauſtina to the 
Months September and October, in Honour of him ö 
and his Empreſs, but he utterly refus'd that Offer. _ 
He always entertain'd the Senators and Noblemen i 
with all imaginable Honour and Courteſie, and ne- 
ver acted any Matter of Importance without their = 
Advice and Approbation; and he often wiſh'd, 0 
be ſuch an Emperor to the Senate, as be, if be was a de- 
priv'd Perſon , wou'd deſire of another Prince , always þ 
giving Reaſons for every thing he acted, either to the ; 
Senate, or in his Edits. He generally ſought to mo- 
derate the State and Majeſty of an Emperor, and 
ſhew'd himſelf very affable, eaſie, and pleaſant to ' 
all Men, permitting his Friends to ſee him undreſs'd, f 
and taking their Jeſts with an unaffected Patience =_ 
and Freedom. But he was very ſtrict as to his Ser- 1 
vants Advantages, and took a ſpecial Care that none 
of his Courtiers ſhou'd make any Profit of his Fa- 
vours to another, nor take Bribes or Gratuities of ſuch 
as were Suiters to him; for which Reaſon he gene- = 
rally gave Audience and Anſwer to all Men himſelf f 
in Perſon; and in this Matter he knew the Quality : 
and Difference between Men to an extraordinary 
perfection, uſing ſometimes the Advice of others 
when he found it neceſſary. For the ſolving all Dif- 
heulties, beſides the Aſſiſtance of his ordinary Coun- 
cal, and of his own Skill and Knowledge in the 
Laws, he had always ſome eminent Lawyers near 
him, particularly Marcellus Fabolenus, and others. By 
which, and other wiſe Methods, the Provinces and 
Cities in his Reign flouriſh'd and became richer 
than formerly; many of which Cities he reliev'd 
with his own Revenues towards their Encreaſe and 
Buildings, whether they were for Neceflity and Con- 
Yenience, or for Beauty and Ornament. And when 


ay Misfortune or Calamity befel a City, he care · 
X 3 fully 
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fully repair'd and re-edify'd-it with Money out of the 
Exchequer; particularly when a great Fire happen 
in Rome, another in Narbone in Gaul, a third in 4 
tioch in Aſia, and a fourth in Carthage, which com 
ſum'd a great Part of theſe Cities. In the Time of 
a great Famine in Rome, he bountifully provided for 
the Peoples Wants, and maintain'd: vaſt Number 
with Bread and Wine, moſt of the Time of its Con 
tinuance, cauſing Proviſions to be brought from al 
Parts, and paying for all at his own proper Char 
ges. When the River Tiber had, by an Inundation 
greatly impair'd many private and publick Building 
in Rome; he was at a vaſt Expence in aſſiſting the 
Citizens to reſtore the City to its former Lullt, 
Moreover, this was the Emperor who carry'd on 
thoſe ſtupendious Works which appear to this Day, 
for improving the Havens of Tarracina and Cajus 


He allo built famous Baths at Oftia, Aqueduds u 


Ludi Sæcu- 


lares. 


A. O. 147. 


Antium, and Temples at Lawinium. Further, we art 
told, that in the ooh Year of the City, and the gi 
of his Reign, this Emperor celebrated the Grand 5+ 
cular Games, with great Pomp and Magnificenc, 
expoſing infinite variety of all kinds of ſtrange Beall 
and other Animals. There were celebrated fy 
three after the laſt under Domitian, and a hundred 
after thoſe under Claudius, whoſe Example and Mt 
thod Antoninus followed. | 

Among the other Vertues of this Emperor, whit 
made his Reign happy and delightful, his Mercy ant 
Clemency ſeem'd moſt ſignal; by which he:mitigs 
ted the Rigour of ſeveral Laws, puniſhing Olfenden 
with Pity and Commileration, and often pardoniny 
them, when he perceiv'd any Proſpect of their Repei 
tance and Amendment. His mild and peaceful Tempi 
was ſo remarkable, chat to ſuch who frequent! 
diſcours'd with him of the Valour of Fuljus Ce 
and other Hero's, his common. Anſwer was wit 
that of Scipio, That be more diſir d the Preſrouis 
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the Life of one Friend or Subject, than the Death of 2 


thouſand Enemies. In his Acts of Clemency he had a 


great Reſpect to the general and intire Love of all his 


Subjects; inſomuch that when the Senate earneſtly 
perſwaded him to puniſh ſome with Death who had 
conſpir'd againſt him, he made anſwer, That it was 
not neceſſary too ſtrictly to ſeareb out all Accomplices ; for 
if they were found to be numerous, he well underſtood how 
much Hatred be ſhou'd contract by ſuch an Action. Let 
notwithſtanding his great Mildneſs and Lenity , he 
was always ſtrict and ſevere towards idle, lazy, and 
unactive Perſons, and turn'd all ſuch out of their 
Places who were uſeleſs and unſerviceable to the 
Publick ; ſaying, Nothing was more unjuſt and ſcanda- 


lous, than to ſuffer the Commonwealth to be devour d by 


ſuch People, who will contribute nothing by their labours 


towards the enriching of it. He was always very indu- 
ſtrious himſelf, executing all Affairs with incredible 
Diligence, and that without any Appearance of Vain- 
glory or Oftentation. He was an eminent Rewarder 
of Induſtry, and more particularly of Learned Men, 
whom he much honovr'd and eſteem'd, giving them 


noble Preſents and Penſions, and drawing them from 
all Parts of the World; among the reſt he ſent for 


Apolonius, the famous Stoick Philoſopher from Cbal- 


ai, to be Maſter to his Adopted Son Marcus Aurelius. 


This Philoſopher being come to Rowe, the Emperor 
ſent him word, That his Scholar ſhou'd be deliver d 
to bim as ſoon as he came; but the other rudely an- 


lwer'd, Twas the Scholar's Duty to go to bis Maſter, and. 


not the Maſter to the Scholar. Which arrogant An- 
lwer cou'd not move the Emperor, who ſmilingly 
reply d, That be wonder d that Apollonius ſbo 4 think 
it a ſhorter Fourney from Chalcis to Rome, then from bis 
Loagings to the Palace, and immediately ſent Mar- 
us Aurelius to him. Beſides, this Philoſopher, and 
lome Lawyers before mention d, there flouriſh'd ſeve- 
ral Learned Men in his Reign, particularly Appian of 

. RX 4 Alexan- 
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Alexandria, an excellent Writer of the Rowan Hiſtory, 


rius, a Platonick Philoſopher ; MAlian, Writer of the 


Matters of Importance, forgot not Recreations and 
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who likewiſe flouriſh'd in the two laſt Reigns; Gag 
of Pergamus, the celebrated Phyſician, Maxim Ty 


natural and various Hiſtories ; 7«ſtin the Epitomizee 
of Trogus Pompeius, and Diogenes Laertius , Who wri 
the Lives of the Philoſophers. + ns 

Axtoninus in the midſt of his weighty Affaits and 


Paſtimes, celebrating many Solemn Games and Fe. 
ſtivals, according to the Cuſtom of Rome; and he 
ſeem'd never to have neglected any Thing chatmight 
contribute to the real Happineſs, or reaſonable Di 
verſions of his Subjects. And here it wou'd not be 
unſeaſonable for the Reader to reſt a while upon the 
Conſiderations of the exalted Power and Grande 


of the Roman Empire, with the mighty Liberty aul 


Felicity of the Roman People, under the good and 
wiſe Reigns of Trajan, Ads ian, and the two Antoning; 
to reflect upon the amazing Splendor and Mags 
ficence of the Emperor's Court, crowded with the 
greateſt and worthieſt Men in the World, together 
with the incredible Pomp and Luſtre of the vaſt G. 
ty of Rome, beautify'd with the moſt ſtately Fabrick 
and nobleſt Ornaments that the World ever ſaw; 
and to think upon the mighty Wealth and Affluenee 
of the ſeveral Provinces and Cities of the Empite, 
their profound Peace and Security in general, anl 
the whole World, as it were, juſtly and happily ge. 
vern'd by the ſame Lord, and the ſame Laws. But 
ſuch a general Proſperity as this was never very ilk 
ble and durable in the Roman Empire, both by rt 
ſon of ſo many ill Emperors, whoſe Heads becam 
dizzy with the vaſtneſs of their Dominions and Abs 
thority, beſides ſome Corruptions and natural Inf 


mities in the particular Form: of this Monarch 


and likewiſe by. reaſon of the Romans exceeding Lui 


ury and Degeneracy from the ſtrict Morals and Ve. 


K \ | ak tu 


* 
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ues of their Anceſtors. However Antoninus us d the 

moſt of his Abilities to give a ſolid and laſting 

Happineſs to the Empire, which were likewiſe the 

audable Endeavours and Practices of his three im- 

mediate Predeceſſors and Succeſſors : But in the 

midſt of his Cares and Concerns, he was ſeiz d with 

iolent Fever at Lorium, where finding himſelf ſen- 

nd bly decaying, he order'd his Friends, the Captains 

and f his Guards, and his principal Officers to repair to 

Fe. im, and before them all he confirm'd his Adoption 

ne f Marcus Aurelius, not naming Lucius Verus; and 

ichen the Tribune came for Orders, the Word whick 
Di. e gave him was Equanimity, intimating, That he 

t head nothing more to deſire, ſince he had left ſo wor- 

ate y a Succeſſor, and immediately commanded the 

deu Volden Image of Fortune, which the Emperors al- 

an zys had in their Chambers, to be remov'd from his 

apartment to that of Marcus Aurelius, dying ſhort- 

nn after. Thus departed Antoninus Pius, the Six- zue Des 

agu eenth Emperor of Rome, in the 7ytb Year of his of Antoni. 

h che ge, after a proſperous Reign of Twenty two Years, nus Fius- 

ethet nd almoſt eight Months; a Prince of admirable Ver- 

{t Gees and unſtain'd Reputation, who had juſtly gain d 

brich bat moſt honourable Title of Pius, a Prince wo 

ſaw ever willingly ſhed the Blood either of Roman, or 

ence Foreigner; and in all his acts he is ſaid never to have 

npite ne any thing raſhly in bis Youth, nor negligently in bis 

|; e; an Honour as laſting as the Memorials of 

ly ge me. His Death hapned in the 914 Year of the 
Day, 185 Years after the Settlement of the Empire 

yu 4ugu tus, 161 after our Saviour's Nativity, and 

9 after the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, 


III. The Death of Antoninus Pius, was generally 4 P. 161. 
mented throughout the Empire, but more eſpecial- 
in the City, where with extraordinary Pomp and 
dlemnicy, Divine Honours were given him, Fune- 
il Ocatiogs pronounc'd by his adopted Sons Marcus 
. I 1 TY 1-3 ; Aurelius, 
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_ - Awrelins, and Lucius Verus, à Magnificent Pillar es lo 
Red to him, and a new College of Priefts itaſtinued 


call'd Aurelians from the Name of his Family. k ar 
the ſame Time Marcus Aurelius, the eldeſt and u AN 


S Anton; thieſt of the two, was without Contradiction a 

nus Philo- mitted as Succeſſor and Emperor by the Senate; why 

| fophus upon his beginning to act, without any Scruple, tun 

— 4 his adopted Brother Lucius Verus as his Aſſociat En 

joyns with and Equal in the Empire; both he and his Collect 

bir, An- taking upon them the Name of Antoninus, tho whit 

_ avoid Confuſion, we ſhall call the firſt Antoninus, and 

Yea: the other Verus. This was the firſt Time that Rum 

ever faw its ſelf govern'd by two Sovereigns at ona; 

a ſurprizing Sight to a City that formerly had alma 

all the Blood of her Citizens ſhed in chooſing a M 

ſter. Antoninus was the Son of Annius Verus, and df 

an Ancient and Illuſtrious Family, who by the i 

ther's Side claim'd its Original from Numa the 

cond King of Rome; and Verus was the Son of ly 

eius Commodus, whom the Emperor Adrian had adoꝶ 

ted, but Death prevented his Succeeding in the En 

pire: The former was about forty Years of Age, 

the latter about thirty three, when they firſt ami 

at the Empire. Antoninus was à Prince of gmineit 

Vertues and Accompliſhments, a good and pio 

Man, and a renowned Stoick Philoſopher, for whid 

he is diſtinguiſh'd from his Predeceſſor, by the Nan 

of Pbiloſophus: His Excellencies were ſo tranlea 

dent, that Eutropius tells us, he was more to bei 

if mir'd than commended ; and it may be ſaid, tif 
U Providence proportion d the Wiſdom of this Em 

1 ror to the Calamities deſign'd for this Reign. 

| on the other ſide, Verus had none of his good O 

fications, but was paſſionate and extravagant, dill 

i lute and debauch'd in his Morals; and the greatelt0 

* his Vertues was, that he was free from thoſe home 
\ - Vices which make a lawful Prince degenerate iN 

i true Tyrant. But this Diſparity of Hymoursdid 

i 1 | 
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ſo much appear in the Beginning of this Reign, b 
reaſon of the Influence and Gravity of nnd, 
who enjoy d almoſt all the Power and Authority, 
and the other only the Eaſe and Luxury of the Go- 
yernment. 1 1. | 

Theſe two Emperors began their Reign with great 
Happineſs and Proſperity ; and towards the latter 
End of the firſt Year, Antoninus had a Son born, 
whom he call'd Commodus. The Birth of this Prince, 
whoſe Life ſeems to have been a Diſhonour to Na- 
wre, was ſignaliz d by many deplorable Diſaſters ; 
particularly the River Tiber, by an Inundation over- 
whelm'd a conſiderable part of Rome, bore along with 
it a multitude of People and Cattle, ruin d all the 
Country, and caus'd an extream Famine. This In- 
undation was ſeconded by Earthquakes, Burning of 
Cities, and a general. Infedion of the Air, which 
immediately produc'd an infinite Number of Inſects; 
who waſted all that the Floods had ſpared ; all which 
ICalamities the two Emperors remedy'd in a great 
Meaſure by their diligent Diſtribution of ſuch Suc- 
urs as were needful. At the ſame Time the whole 
World reſounded with the Noiſe of Wars, which al- 
moſt at once broke out in many Parts. The Parthi- 
n, under the Conduct of their King Vologeſas, fur- 
prizd the Roman Legions in Armenia, and cut them 
In Pieces; then entring Syria, they drove out Attili- 
1 Cornelianus, the Governour of that Country. The 
att; at the ſame time invaded Germany and Rbætia, 
eltroying all with Fire and Sword; and likewiſe 
lie Britains begun to make Revolts. Calpurnims Agri- 
lla was ſent againſt the Britains, who joy ning freſh 
dupplies with the ordinary Legions in the Iſland, 
ſuppreſs d the Inhabitants; Aufidius Victor inus ſoon re- 
pell q the Catti; but the Parthian War being of great- 
it Danger and Importance, one of the Emperors 
vas judg'd moſt proper for this Enterprize, and Verms 
unſelf undertook the Expedition, and ſet forward 
i: (3, ö : : in 
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in a few Days. Antoninus with a great Court d 
Friends and Officers, accompany'd this Prince asfy 
as Goſma, leaving many wiſe and great Men ton 
tend him in this Expedition, with Deſign either 
ſecuring himſelf of his Conduct. or of laying'a Re 
ſtraint upon his Vices, and by ſome Remains of My 
deſty, repel or correct thoſ bad Inclinations wid 
he ſaw in him. But this Precaution was uſelelst 
Verus, who weary of all Reſtraints , ſhew'd' ſmil 
Reſpect to thoſe worthy Perſons Antoninus had l 
him; and upon his Departure, ſoon forgot the Ys 
gency of his Journey, and the Defeat of the Ring 
Legions, and conſider'd no longer the great Dange 
of the Revolt of Syria, but plung'd himſelf into te 
moſt infamous Lewdneſs and Debaucheries, and n 
ſuch Exceſs, that he fell dangerouſly ill at Canufum 
Upon News of which, Antoninus haſtned back u 
ſee him, firſt making Vows in a full Senate; buths 
ſoon after underſtood that Verus was embark'd fv 
his Expedition. * > 24 800M 
During the Abſence of Verus, Antoninns apply 
himſelf co the Regulation of the publick Afﬀeairs, and 
to the correcting ſuch Faults as he found in the Ia 
and Policy; in all which he ſhew'd a ſingular R6 
ſpect to the Senate. He not only remitted mar 
Cauſes to the Senate, which might have been dete 
mined in his own Council, but he permitted then 
to judge Soveraignly, and without Appeal; fo that 
the People liv'd under his Government as in a lit 
City. He was ſo careful of the Senatorian Dignith 
that he receiv'd none into their Body, but aſter {ind 
Enquiry, and with the Conſent of the reſt ; 2 
was never abſent from their Aſſembly, when his Bt 
ſineſs wou'd permit him to be there, tho he had ud 
Report to make. He was fully ſatisfied that tl 
Strength and Glory of a State depended upon a 
and honeſt Council, therefore he never undertodl 


any Matter of Importance either in War or — 
8 >. witno 
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;hout conſulting the ableſt Perſons in Court, City 


and Senate, beſides his ordinary Council; and being 


ee from that falſe Ambition of drawing others o- 
er to his Opinion, he gladly ſubmitted to theirs, 


and frequently declar'd, That it was much more rea- 


mable for him to follow the Advice and Council ſo 
amy wiſe Men and Friends, than for ſo many wife 
en to folow hs. And that he might remove that 
tal and common Prejudice of eſteeming it a mean 


nd ſervil Thing for a Man to recede from his Opi- 


jon, he eſtabliſh'd this important Truth for one of 
is Maxims, That Man is no leſs free who ſubmits to 
he Opinion of others, than he who continues obſtinate in 
lis own ; ſuch a Change being often the Perfection of 
dom and Fudgment. As he was ready to hear- 
en to the Councils of others, ſo he was no leſs care- 
ul and exact in their Execution; and he often ſaid, 
That an Emperor (hou'd never adt careleſiy or in baſte, and 
bat the ſmalleſt Overſight might create a Cenſure in greater 


atters, So that he examin'd the meaneſt Affairs 


ich as much Care and Exactneſs, as the moſt im- 
jortant ; being perſwaded of this Truth, That 
fiſtice being throughout Entire, there is nothing © that 
wards it but what is Great : So that he often 


mploy'd ten Days and more about the ſame 


buſineſs, frequently ſat in Council till Night, and 
ever departed from the Senate till the Conſul, 
ccording to Cuſtom, diſmiſsd the Aſſembly 
yy pronouncing theſe Words, We detain you” no 
mer. 4 | 
This good Emperor was no leſs ſtrict and careful 
his choice of Governours and Magiſtrates; and was 
ſerſuaded, That one of the greateſt Errors a Prince 
oud commit, was to put the Magiſtracy into the 
ands of unfit Perſons; and taking all imaginable 
are left he ſhould fall into this Misfortune, he with 
at Eaſineſs and Freedom, refus'd whatever was 


{erviceable 


Jultly requeſted of him. When he found Perſons 
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ſerriceable to the Publick, he always gave then 6 
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Encouragement anſwerable to their Merits, u 
plac d them in Stations moſt ſuitable to their Gent 
and Capacities; and he was wont to ſay, That this 
was not in a Prince's Power to make and form bir Sui 
as be defir'd, yes it was in his Power to make gy 
of their Service, by employing them in ſuch Aang 
they underſtood. He choſe the greateſt part of hh 
Governours of Provinces and great Cities out of thy 
Senators; and he was perſuaded, as well as Aupuig 
That whatever a Prince does to increaſe the Honbur 
Dignity of his Magiſtrates, beightens his dum Phyh, 
and eſtabliſhes his own Authority, which neither ought 
can be founded upon any thing but Fuſtice. What he d 
to the Senates did not at all with-hold him from 
tending his Bounty to the other Orders of Magiſtras 
and indeed to all private Perſons ; fo that no Peri 
of any Condition whatſoever, appear'd to himu 
worthy of his Care and Regard. In all Matters be 
was a religious Obſerver of his Word; and that WIR") 
might never hearken to the Reaſons of thoſe fu 
Politicians who maintain, That a wiſe and abl UH ur 
is not oblig d to keep bit Word when it interferes n 
bis Intereſt, he eſtabliſh'd this memorable Inſtrutinl' | 


to all Princes: Beware leſt you eſteem tbut Thing a 


ful and beneficial, which will one Day conſtrain ju pair 


break your Word. His juſt and regular Adminiſtracidh 400 
and his many worthy Actions, ſo much gain Wy" 


the Hearts of the Senate and People, that dhe bal 
offer'd him many peculiar Honours ; but he woven” 
never accept of thoſe lofty Titles, which had beet Py 
given to ſome other Emperors, nor wou'd he pe 
mit Temples and Altars to be erected to him, knot": 
ing, that it is Vertue alone that makes Princes eau = 
to Gods, and not the Voices and Applauſes of in " 
People, and that King who rules with Juſtice, l 
all the World for his Temple, and all good Many 
for his Prieſts and Miniſters, 


Whit 


ap H. Anton. Philoſ. and Ant. Ver. XVII. 329, 
pve Antonin was moſt worthily employ'd in Ant. Ve- 
he publick Adminiſtration, Veras was purſuing his ru, Er- 
jpedirion in the Eaf, but neither with Diligence p.. gg. 
or Regard to the Intereſt of the Empire. His 
dickneſs at Canuſium did not correct his looſe Encli- 
tions, but continuing his Debauches upon his 
March, he totally forgot it at Daphne, one of the 
duburbs of Antioch, the Entrance of which Place was, 
5 it were, prohibited to all honeſt Perſons, fince the 
Sweetneſs of its Air, and the Beauties of its Groves, 
Flowers and Fountains, had occaſion'd the very 
hrone of Impurity to be ſeated there. Yet Verur 
added to the Debauchery of this Place, by ſuch 
Exceſſes as were unknownto the Inhabitatits, though 
he moſt profligate People upon Earth. In the mean 
tine his Lieutenants ſucceſsfully carry'd on the War 
peainſt the Partbians: Statins Priſem took Artaxars ; 
ſim, and Martius Verus put Vologeſus to flight, 
took Seleucia, burnt and plunder'd the famons Cities 
abylon and Cteſipbon, and demoliſh'd the Magnificent 
Palace of the Parthians. Theſe Wars continu'd for 
our Years ſpace, with great variety of Suceceſſes, 
much Bloodſhed, and many terrible Confſicts, till the 
Valour of the Roman Commanders ſo far prevail'd, 
4 to become intirely victorious : but theſe who had 
gain d ſuch noble Victories, and defeated Armies of 
400000 Men, in their Return were forc'd to encoun- 
tr Sickneſs and Fatnine, which deftroy'd more than 
half their Numbers. However this was no Impedi- 
ment to the Glory of Yerus, who being exalted with 
bis Viaories, took upon him the lofty Titles of Par- 
lieus and Armenicus, As if he juſtly acquir'd them in 
the midſt of all his Pleaſures. During this War, An- 
minus became ſenſible of his Collegues Enormities ; 
but feigning himſelf ignorant, judg'd Marriage to be 
the moſt probable means of retrieving him: there- 
ore without delay, he ſent his own Daughter — 
8 N ; Cir, 
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nun. Mar- cilla into Syria, a Princeſs of great Beauty and lite 
een Modeſty, and bore her Company as far as Brandy. 
[| Lucilla, mn. Verus believing Antoninus Was coming wich his 
Vit Col. 5 *. 5 | 
keu's Daughter, and fearing his Diſorder ſhould beknoyn 
Daughter. to him, went to receive him at Epheſas, from whence 
he return'd ſhortly, after the Celebration of his Mar. 
riage at Antioch with his new Empreſs, whoſe Liſz 
and Converſation prov'd agreeable to her Husband;, 
and to the Examples her Mother Fauſtina had given 
her. | | | 2 42d 
Virus having ſet a King over the Armenians, en. 
ticely ſubdu'd- the Parthians, and ſettled the Aﬀain 
of Aſia, return'd to Rome to partake of the Honour 
of a Triumph with Antoninus, which was ſolem. 
niz d with great Pomp and Splendour. His Retum 
was thought fatal to the Empire, for he carry d the 
Plague into all the Provinces through which he 
paſs d, and. caus'd the Infection to ſpread through 
Lal), and almoſt all the Empire. We are told that 
this dreadful Peſtilence began at the taking of Bu 
bylon, where the Soldiers pillaging the Temple of 4 
polo, in a Place under Ground, found a little Golden 
Coffer, which upon their opening of ir, caſt forth 
horrible infectious Air which ſpread it ſelf, and ca. 
ry'd Mortality through moſt Parts of the World, 
But it more probably proceeded from the Diſeaſe 
which afflicted Caſſius's Army in his Return from the 
Defeat of the Parthians. This Plague was follows 
by many other Miſeries, as Earth-quakes, Famins, 
Inundations, and Caterpillars in ah and other 
Provinces ; all which had ſuch deplorable Effe 
that the beſt Authors aſſure us, that if the exi- 
ordinary Vigilance and Wiſdom of Antoni nus had not 
prevented it, the Raman Empire had been torn + 
ſunder, and barbarous Nations had ſubdu'd th 
. greateſt part of it. For the Germans, Sarmatiany 
Zuadi, Marcomanni, and others, taking Advantage 
from theſe various Calamities, furiouſly f . 
. mpue, 
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Empire, and made Irruptions even into Italy. The 
Germans were ſoon repuls d by Antoninus, and his 
two Lieutenants Pertinax and Pompeianu,; but in 
the following Year, when the Plague rag d till 
more, the united Powers of many barbarous Na- 
tions, became an exceeding Terror to the City. In 
order to put a ſtop to ſo many Miſeries that threat- 
ned the Empire, Antoninus us d all Kinds of Me- 
thods Humane and Divine, eſpecially the latter, 
which he purſu'd with infinite Zeal and Superſti- 
tion, He ſent for Priefts from all Parts to diſpatch 
the innumerable Company of Sacrifices, vow'd 
and offer'd npon this Occaſion ; Celebrated all the 
Sacred Foreign Rites that were ever known in 
Rome ; purg'd the City all manner of ways ; and 
exhibited the Solemnities called Le&ifernia ſeven 
Days together. This Superſtitious Zeal is by the 
mott Judicious believ'd to be the Cauſe of the ſevere 
Perſecution of the Cbriſtians, which rag'd about 
his Time, and was the fourth General Perſecuti- 
dn of the Catholick Church. This began about 
he ſecond Year of this Reign, when 72 i Mar- 
7 preſented his ſecond Apology, ſhortly after 
hich this great Man ſuffer'd Martyrdom in Rome; 
put ſince it became not hot, nor general till this 
Time, the fourth Perſecution is juſtly plac'd here 
y many, which was in the ſeventh Year of thi 
leign, about ſixty Years after the Beginning of 
be third Perſecution by Trajan, and forty nine af- 
er the Beginning of that by Adrian, which by ſome 
 reckon'd the fourth Perſecution. The Edicts a- 
janſt the Chriſtians, are by ſome Admiters of An- 
minus, charg'd wholly upon Verus; tho others who 
ad a venerable Eſteem for the extraordinary Ver- 
es and Excellencies of Antoninus, have neverthe- 
b attributed it in a great meaſure to his Superſti - 
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ous Zeal to Paganiſm. This Perſecution was ve- - 
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ry ſevere, and rag'd in many Parts of the Empin 
deſtroying beſides Tuſtin Martyr, St. Polpcarp, Riſky 
of Smyrna, and an infinite Number of others; 38 
was not relax'd till about ſeven Years after this prey 
Irruption. 1 5 

Antoninus having us'd all Kinds of Sacrifcg 
Proceflions, and Superſtitions Rites, marchd z 
gainſt the Marcomanni and Quadi, taking Vun 
long with him, who had rather have ſtaid behig 
at Rome to continue his Debaucheries, which 4x 
ninus endeavour'd to prevent. The two EA 
rors therefore took the Way of Aquileia, lg 
they advanc'd towards the Marcomanni, who we 
encamp'd not far diſtant, beat them out of thi 
Trenches, and made a great Slaughter of tha 
Furius Victorinus, Captain of the Guards, was ſy 
in the Battel, with a great Number of his be 
Troops; but this did not hinder the two Em 
rors from purſuing their Advantage, preſling] 
forcibly upon the Enemy, that at laſt they by 
through their Ar my; which occaſion'd the gi 
teſt Part of their Allies to ſlay the Authors of 
Revolt, draw off their Forces, and deſirs a Int 
Verus fatisfy'd with theſe Conditions, and fight 
after the Delights and Pleaſuxes of Rome, ut 
Antoninus to agree to their Propoſals, and rel 
back: But Antoninus urg'd the Perfidiouſel 
theſe barbarous People, who ſtill wanted! 
Strength to diſturb the Empire, and immedia 
order d his Troops to march. The two Ll 
rors therefore paſs'd the Alps, purſu'd the EU 
overcame them in ſeveral Conteſts, defeated i 
entirely, and return'd into Italy without any 
ſiderable Loſs. Winter was now far. advall 
and they had made a Refolution of ſtayiny 
Aquileia till it was paſt, but the Plague oblig di 
to part from thence with ſome of their Force 
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VS which Journey Veras was ſeiz d with an Apoplexy 7h: Peach 
bear Altinum, and dy'd ſhortly after at that Place, 72 
n in the forty ſecond Year 0 his Age, after he PE 
had Reign'd about nine Years with Antoninus, 

tho ſome ſay eleven. It is almoſt generally agreed, 

that Poyſon was the Cauſe of his Death, which 

ſome attribute to the Empreſs Fauſtina, but moſt | 
to his own Wife Lucile, being violently jealous of i 
him for the Paſſion he bore to his own Siſter Fabia; ; 


death anſwerable to the Looſeneſs and Debau- i 
cheries of his Life. Yet notwithſtanding his. in- b 
. nous Life, Antoninus, out of a peculiar Kind of 


Goodneſs, and Reſpect to his own Family, caus d 
him to be conſecrated, tho with no great Satisfaction 
icher to be Senate or People. | 


IV. Antoninus, who before govern'd both an 4.9. 176. 
Empice and an Emperor, had now the former alone We 1 
eft to his Charge; and firſt taking Care of his . 25 | 
Family, he in a ſhort time marry'd his Daughter gan 6 
Lucilla to Claudius Pompeianus, a Perſon in Years, be. 
nd only the Son of a plain Knight, but eminent 
or his Fidelity, Honeſty, Courage and Wiſdom ; 
yhich Qualifications, together with his unſtain'd 
keputation, the Emperor infinitely preferr'd be- 
ore Birth and Riches. Being freed from. this 
are, he left Rome to finiſh the War with the 
Marcomanni, Who joining with the 2uedi, the 
barmatians, the Vandals and other barbarons Na- 
lons, were become fiercer and more formidable 
tan before; ſo that the Wars againſt Hannibal an 
he Cimbri, ſcarce ever appear'd more terrible. In 
e firſt general Battel near, the Danube, the Ro- 

n were fo ſeverely treated, that they loſt more 
han 20000 Men, and the Barbarians , purſu'd 
hem even to the Walls of Aquileia, which they 
lad taken, had not the Emperor rally'd his 
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Troops with great Skill and Conduct. But this 
Affront ſo rouz'd the Fury and Courages of the 
Romans, that in a ſhort time they repuls'd theſe 
formidable People, and drove them into Pannoniy, 
About which time the Moors ravag'd Spain with 
Fire and Sword, and the Shepherds in egypt, wh 
were a Kind of Banditti, took up Arms, and made 
a dangerous Inſurre&ion in thoſe Parts. The for. 
mer were ſoon quell'd in Spain by the Emperor 
Lieutenants ; and the latter happily diſpersd by 
the Courage and Policy of Caſſius. Theſe Suc- 
ceſſes were ſeconded with further Advantages over 
the Northern Nations by the Emperor Antoni 
who ſo weary'd and harraſs'd them by his repeat 
ed Attacks and Skirmiſhes, that he conftrain'{ 
them to receive ſuch Articles as he thought con- 
venient to impoſe upon them. After which Su 
ceſſes, Antoninus return'd to Rome with great Ho 
nour, where he celebrated his Decennalia according 
to Cuſtom, and made ſuch Vows as were uſual os 
thoſe Occaſions. ; 

During the Peace, Antoninus imploy'd him 
in a further Reformation of the Laws and Policy! 
And firft he wiſely prohibited, That no Enqui 
ſhould be made after the State and Condition 0 
deceas'd Perſons after five Years ; and leſt Cnmg 
thou'd go unpuniſh'd, and private Perſons ſuffer) 
Delays in Proceſſes, after the Example of Au 
fus, he increas d the Number of Court Days, 
that there were two hundred and thirty in 4 
That thoſe who were free-born, might the moi 
eaſily prove it, he ordain'd, that each Roman Ci 
zen ſhou'd go to the Treaſury in the Temple" 
Saturn, where the publick Records were kept, i 
enter what Children they had born; and he ell 
bliſh'd Notaries to keep Regiſters of all Births ! 


the Provinces. He provided for the aur” 
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Minors and Pupils, by conſtituting a particular 
Pretor call'd Tutelaris,, becauſe his Office was to Pretor Tu- 
appoine Tutors, and becauſe all Buſineſs concern- . 
ing Guardianſhip came under his Cognizance. He 
reform'd that Law which order'd thoſe Curators 
calld Lzetorie, to be given to Minors only, in caſe Lztoriz: | 
of Madneſs or Extravagancy (which by the Ro- 
mins were reckon'd a moral Madneſs.) and had 
them given to all Minors without Exception. He 
moderated the publick Expences, and lefſen'd the 
Number of Shows and Sports ; but maintain'd the 
Streets and High-ways at the publick Charge; and 
reform'd all the Abuſes of Sales and Uſury. He 
made ſevere Laws to hinder any Violence that 
might be done to the Sanity of Sepulchres ; and 
likewiſe ordain'd, That the Poor ſhou'd be bury'd 
at the Charge of the Publick. The Poor had ne- 
yer recourſe to him in vain ; and he took ſuch 
Pleaſure in relieving them, that he look'd upon it 
25 one of the greateſt Happineſſes of his Life, that 
he never wanted Means to perform it. To put a 
Reſtraint upon the Luxury of the City , he prohi- 
bited the Uſe of Litters and Chariots to all inferior 
Perſons ; and endeavour'd by all Methods to correct 
the Looſeneſs and Diſorders of Women and Young . 
People, without knowing it was his own pri- 
ate Intereſt ; for he was in great Meaſure igno- 
ant of the Wantonneſs and Irregularities of his 
npreſs Fauſtina : But being once advis'd to divorce 
ber for her ill Conduct, we are told, that he made 
inſwer, If we put ber away, we are oblig d in Fuſtice 
0 quit the Empire, which was her Dowry : But this is 
sdeliev'd by ſome, as diſagreeable to the Temper 
and Character of Antoninus. 12 8 
In the mean time the Marcomanni, who only 
deten d to lay the Emperor aſleep by their Sub- 
viſion, and remove him further from them, to 
IJ make 
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make Advantage of his Abſence, all took up Am 
wich greater Fury than before. They were f 
much the more formidable, becauſe they hal 
drawn over to their Side all the Nations from 1 
Hricum, to the 'furtheſt Parts of Gaul. The Ex. 
peror who ſaw his Army waſted by the Plague 
and ſuch Loſſes they had ſuſtain'd in ſeveral Fo 
counters, and the Treaſure! entirely ' exhauſted hy 
fo many Wars and Charges, found himſelf fur 
rounded with ſuch Difficulties, as he had never ex 
perienc'd till that time. He was conſtrain d t 
remedy the firſt of theſe Misfortunes by liſting 
the Gladiators, the Banditti of Dalmatia and Darls 
nia, and the Slaves, which had neyer been pradis( 
but in the ſecond Punick War; and the latter, by 
following the Examples of Nerva and Trajan, and 
ſelling the Moveables belonging to the Empim 
The Romans, who had no Money to ſuccour ther 
Prince, and ſecure themſelves in a juſt War, dil 
not want it to purchaſe the rich Furniture of tht 
Palace, ſuch as the Emperor's Jewels, his Picture 
his Tapeſtry, his Veſſels , and gold and filver Plan; 
his Chryſtals, the Empreſs's rich Clothes, and d 

Pearls, of which were vaſt quantities in Adria 
Cabinet; the Sale of all which continud m 
Months, and raisd fo conſiderable a Fund, tix 
Antoninus had fufficient Sums to defray all ut 
Expences of the War. At his Return he ſignifi 
it was his Pleaſure , that all ſhou'd reſtore. thel 
at the ſame Price they had bought them, but wi 
no Conſtraint to thoſe who deſird to keep tha 
Before his Departure he 4oſt his ſecond Son 

Ceſar , who dy'd of an Impoſthume, when! 
was ſeven Years of Age. He bore the Loſs wi 
much Patience, and forbad that the Feads of) 
piter, then a ſolemnizing ſhou'd be deferr'd 9 
publick -Mournibg ; contenting himſelf with - 
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ſing Statues to his Son, and ordering his Image of 
Gold to be carry'd in State into the Circus during 
the Sports there, and to have his Name inſerted in- 
to the Order of Salians. After which he diligent- 
ly apply'd himſelf to the Affairs of the Publick, 
haſtned his Recruits, begg'd the Gods Aſſiſtance 
by Prayers and Sacrifices, and march'd againſt the 
Enemy. | a 

This Expedition was longer and more dange- 
rous than any preceding , being attended with 
numerous Perils and various Succeſſes, The Em- 
peror paſs'd the Danube by a Bridge of Boats ; at 
the Head of his Army attack'd the Enemy, gain'd 
the Advantages in ſeveral Encounters, burnt their 
Barns and Houſes, and receiv'd ſeveral of the chief 
of their Allies, who aftoniſh'd with the ſudden- 
neſs of his Victories, came in to ſubmit themſelves. 
But the moſt memorable Battel was towards the 
latter end of this War, which might have prov'd 
fatal to the Roman Empire, had not ſome miracu- 
lous Accidents interpos'd. It was begun by the 
Enemies Slingers croſs a River, who brought An- 
zininu himſelf into ſome Danger; but the Romans 
being rouz'd by this Affront, furiouſly paſs d the 
River, fell in with the Enemy, and made a great 
daughter. The Enemy timely retir'd with great 
Policy, and rightly judging they ſhou'd be purſu'd, . 
left ſeveral Companies of Archers cover'd with 
lome Horſe, to skirmiſh with the Romans, as tho' 
they deſign'd to ſtop their Progreſs. Whereupon 
the Romans advanc'd with more Bravery than 
Conduct, an uſual Thing after Succeſs, and brisk- 
ly attack'd theſe Archers ; who according to Or- 
ers, immediately fled, and cunningly drew the 
mole Roman Army among deſperate barren 
Mountains, where they were ſuddenly block'd up 
MN every tide, But they not knowing their Pan- 
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ger, and believing their Courage cou'd overeome 
all Things, continu'd fighting valiantly -notwith- 

. ſtanding the Diſadvantage of the Place; which 
caus'd more of them to be ſlain than the Enemy, 
who wou'd not leave that to Chance which they 
expected from Delay, ſtanding only upon the De. 
fenſive. The Romans cou'd not comprehend the 
Reaſon of this Conduct, till the exceflive Heats 
between the Mountains, great Wearineſs, Wound, 
and a violent Thirſt had entirely diſheartned and 
confounded them ; at which time they found, 
that they could neither fight nor retreat, and that 
they muſt either ſuffer themſelves to be cut in 
Pieces, or become a Prey to their barbarous Ene- 
mies. In this deplorable Extremity, where Rage 
and Deſpair were their chief Companions, Ants 
ninus, more concern'd at his Soldiers Miſeries than 
his own, ran through all their Ranks, and in van 
endeavour'd to raiſe their Hopes by performing 
Sacrifices, in which they no longer now confided, 
When the Sun had exhauſted all their Strength, 
they perceiv'd their Enemies ready to. attack 
them; and having no ExpeRation either from their 
own Courages, from Fortune or their Gods, no- 
thing was heard but Groans. and Lamentations, 
nor nothing ſeen but the blackeſt Marks of the 

moſt horrible Deſolation. But juſt as the Army 
was ready to be deſtroy'd, we are aſſur d by the 

1 faichfulleſt Writers, that the ſolemn Prayers of the 

"| 4 Mirace. Chriſtians, which compos'd the chief of the MeHαν 

Vie, Legion, prevail'd for their Deliverance, which 

p. was effected by a ſudden Fall of great Quanitie 

e of Rain, wich which the fainting Soldiers wer 

18 74, relievd by holding their Mouths, Helmets and 

"i Bucklers up to Heaven. And while the Barbarian 

attack d them in that Poſture, making them ſwab! 
low their own Blood mingled. with the Water, its 


ſam? 


che Romans, at the ſame time diſcharg d a terrible 
orm of Hail, accompany'd with Fire and Thun- 
„ber 2gainſt the Enemy. So that while the former 
ey refreſn'd themſelves, and quench'd their Thirſt, 
e. the latter were exceedingly ſcorch'd, and con- 
he Wounded with the amazing Flames from Heaven, 
as Whwhich no Water cou'd extinguiſh. The Romans 


& Whccovering Strength and Courage, and being now - 


od Whither enrag'd at the Affront they had receiv'd, 
nd, dan remembring the Danger they had efcap'd, 
bat nanimouſly cut in Pieces all that reſiſted them, 
in ut the reſt to flight, and took great Numbers of 
ne- Wriloners. 7 | 
age WI The Subſtance of this memorable Story is uni- 
"1 Whcrlally acknowledg'd by the Pagan Writers; but 
han at of Malice to the Chriſtians, they either aſcribe 
in to the Power of Magick, or to the Prevalency 
{ the Emperor's own Prayers. However Antoni- 
became ſo ſenſible of a miraculous Aſſiſtance, 
at he immediately relax'd the Perſecution a- 


Ir about ſeven Years, and wrote to the Senate 
| favour of their Religion, and acknowledging 
e greatneſs of the Deliverance, order'd thoſe to 
 puniſh'd with Death who accus'd the Chriſtians. 
he Roman Army upon this happy Victory, gave 
e Iitle of Imperator to Antoninus, which was now 
ſeventh Time; and the Empreſs Fauſtina was 


Caſtrorum, or Mother of Armies. Notwithſtand- 
this great Advantage, the Barbarians continu d 
e War above a Year longer, wich many violent 
ſuggles and Conflicts; till finding themſelves un- 


quer d them as much by hi: merciful Behavi- 
u 25 his valiant Acts, ſent to offer him 


| 


ane Clouds that had ſent ſo kind a Shower upon 


inſt the Cbriſtians, which had been very ſevere 


ewiſe honour'd with the particular Title of Aa- 


le any longer to reſiſt a Commander who had 


— ww” 
- FW 


ng 
e Roman Hiſtory, Boch f. 
and to beg a Peace. For a good Space he was by, 
fily employ d in this Negotiation, in anſwering 
their Ambaſſadors , and receiving ſeveral King 
that came to pay him Homage. The King d 
the Sarmatians alone reſtor'd him r00000 Capting 
that he had taken from the Roman Dominion: 
and deliver'd np 8000 of his Soldiers, the great 
Part of whom were ſent againſt the Britains, Thi 
Emperor impos'd Conditions upon theſe Peopl 
more or leſs ſevere, as he found their Incling 
tions to revolt, and all were ready to ſubmit t 
what he was pleasd to command ; fo that the 
Lands of the Marcomanni, the Quadi, and the Sn: 
matians had been reducd into Provinces” of th 
Empire, had not the News of the Rebellion d 
Caſſius, ho proclaĩim'd himſelf Emperor in Sig 
came juſt in that Moment. The Treaſon of f 
great a Commander as Caſſius, much ſurpriz'd th 
Emperor, and no leſs rais'd the Courages of thi 
Barbarians, who being always more concern'd | 
their Liberties than their Words, oblig'd Au 
nu to remit a great Part of the Impoſitions he hal 
laid upon them , and to make new Treaties 
Peace far leſs advantageous to the Empire than th 
former. | 
The Revolt and Progreſs of Caſſius daily fill'd ti 
Ears of the Citizens of Rome, which caus d tit 
Emperor to quicken his Preparations againſt hit 
Caſſius was an eminent Commander in the EA 
a Perſon of great Valour and Courage, and of 
moſt regular and ſtrict Diſcipline; and finding i 
Soldiers inclinable to ſupport his Pretenſions, ® 
refolv'd to paſs for a Deſcendent of the  anciali 
Caſſius, who conſpir'd againſt Julias Ceſar ; i 
like him firſt pretended to re-eſtabliſh the Commol 
wealth, ſaying, Let the Gods but favour the "i 
Side, and the Caſſii ſhall ſtil} reſtore the Comm 
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ulth to all its Authority. Afterwards, partly by a 1 
ſeign d pretence of the Emperor's Death, and partly -. 
by bis ſubtle Inſinuations, he gather'd ſo much 1 
ſrength, as in a ſhore time he brought under his 
Hubjection all the Countries from Syria to Mount 
Tur. Theſe Advantages and Succeſſes appear d 
rery dangerous to the Emperor, who haſtning his 
March towards him, told his Soldiers, among many ! 
ther Things, That be cou'd freely yield up bis Em- =_ 
ire to Caſſius, if it ſhou'd be judg d a Thing neceſ= | 

ary for the Publick Good ; for it was for that alone 
that be ſuſtain d ſo many daily Toils and inceſſant. La- 
ur. In the mean time Caſſius, who well knew 
hat heinous Crimes muſt: have a bold and ſpeedy 
Execution, endeavour'd to draw Greece over to his ' 
Side ; but here he met with a deſerved: Repulſe, g 
hich firſt turn'd the Scale of all his good For- 
une. The Emperor being ſo univerſally belov'd, N 


iter this he could not bring over any conſidera- 
de City, or gain any to his Party, but ſuch as were | 
ready ruin'd by their Debts and Vices. This bad 
Succeſs brought him into diſcredit with his own Y 


doldiers, and at laſt having rather been Emperor in 

magination than Reality, he was ſlain three Months His Deb. 
ind fix Days after his Revolt. His Head was ſent to _ 
he Emperor, then at Formiæ, who commanded it 
o be honourably bury'd; and forrowfully declar'd, 
Phat they had depriv d bim of his greateſt Pleaſure, 
bich was to have given Caſſius his Life, and to have 
mquer d bis Ingratitude by his Generofity, This Cle- 
ency was admir'd by ſome, and condemn'd by 
ithers; and one took the Liberty of blaming him 
ppenly, telling him, That Caſſius wou'd not have 
ten ſo generous had be been Conqueror. The Empe- 
or immediately reply'd; Me never ſerv'd the Gods 
ill, or reign d ſo irregularly, as to fear Caſ- 
us cou d ever, be Conqueror. After which he re- 
EU * e counted 
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counted thoſe Emperots who had been depogd d 
ſlain by their Subjects, and ſhew'd, Tba their Mis 
fortunes proceeded wholly from their own | Cruckiy 
and ill Conduct; Nero, and Caligula, and Domi 
tian, were the ſole Authors of their own  Miſerin; 
Otho and Vitellius had not the Courage to reign, al 
Galba was ruin d by bis Avarice. And it is bal 
to find a good Prince, that met with ſuch Fartune, 4 
appears from the Examples of Auguſtus, Trajan, k. 
drian, and others, who always reign d in the Hearts 
their Subjetts, and continually triumph'd over their Dy 
meſtick Enemies. 

Antoninus having caus'd the Head of Caſſis to l 
| bury'd, and teſtify'd his Grief for his Death, con: 
tinu'd his Journey to compleat the © Suppreſlit 
of this Revolt, .and to cauſe the People and Arny 
in the Eaſt to return to their Duty. He began wit 
Agypt, and pardon'd all the Cities that had join 
with Caſſius, and left one of his Daughters at Ak 
andria, as a Pledge of his Friendſhip. Coming tt 
Peluſium he there corrected many Exceſſes and I. 
baucheries; and where- ever he paſsd, he ent 
the Temples, the Schools, and all publick Place 
and inſtructed the People, converſing familia 
with them, and explaining to them the great 
Difficulties in Philoſophy, leaving the Marks of i 
Wiſdom in all Places. Arriving at Syria he was md 
at Antioch with many Kings and Potentates of til 
Eaſt ; and the firſt thing he did was the burn 
of all the Letters found in Caſſius's Cloſer, left! 
ſhou'd be conſtrain'd againſt his Inclinations 
hate any Perſon. The Children and Relations! 
Caſſius were treated with great Clemency and Nin 
neſs; Antoninus preſerv'd to them all their Rig 
and had always ſuch regard to them, that in 
great Tryal which they had before the Senate, 
rictly forbad the adverſe Party any ways " 
s ; . a pſ 0 
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roach them with the Misfortunes of their Family. 
e becter to prevent ſuch Revolts for the future, 

e ordain'd, That no Perſon ſhou'd ever after 

ommand in the Province where he was born. In 

his great Journey the Empreſs Fauſtina was unex- 75, Death 
xeaedly ſeiz d with a violent Diſtemper, and dy'd of Fauſti- 
t the Foot of Mount Taurus; a Woman whoſe ns. 

ſe and wanton Life was an exceeding Scandal 4+ D. 
o her high Place and Dignity, and has been juſt- 176. 
branded by the Roman Hiſtorians. Yet Antoninus, 

ther from his Ignorance of her Crimes, or his 

zfion to her Perſon, willingly admitted of thoſe 

reat and unreaſonable Honours which the Senate, 

ut of Complaiſance and Flattery, decreed to her | 
emory. And after the Example of his Predeceſ- l 
Ir Antoninus Pius, he founded a Society of young 
aids, whom he bred at his own Expence, and 
ld them Fauſtivians ; and likewiſe built a Tem- 
je to his Wife in the Town where ſhe dy'd: 
hich Temple had afterwards a remarkable 
hance which became the Divinity that preſided 
ere; it being conſecrated to Heliogabulus, who 
a the true God of Impurity. | | 
After a full re-eſtabliſhment of Peace in the Eff, 
noings bagan his Journey towards Rome; and 
nving at Smyrna he made ſome conſiderable ſtay, 
d there conferr'd many Favours. From thence 
went to Athens in Greece, and being a Zealot 
bis Religion, was there initiated in the grand 
ſteries of Ceres, call'd the Eleaſinian Myfteries, 
hich was the moſt ſacred and ſolemn of all the 
gen Devotions. Here he did many Honours to 
e Inhabitants, and eſtabliſh'd in their City Pro- 
llors of all ſorts of Sciences, with munificent 
nlions ; making them noble Preſents, and grant- 
g them large Privileges and Immunities. Here 


took Sea, and landing at Brunduſium in 9 
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he quitted his Soldier's Habit, and caus'd all M 
Soldiers to do the like, who, during his Reign, u. 
ver appear'd in Italy but in their Gowns. He wy 
receiv'd at Rome with all imaginable Teſtimonix 
of Joy: And becauſe he had been abſent alma 
eight Years, he diſtributed to each Citizen eig 
Pieces of Gold, remitted all their Debts due 9 
the Treaſury for ſixty Years paſt, and burnt al 
their Bills in the midſt of the Forum; In Imitai 
on of the renowned Trajan he erected many $1 
tues to ſuch valiant Men as periſh'd in the lu 
Wars. At the ſame Time he gave his Son om 
dus the Habit of a Man, made him Princeys J 
wentutzs, nominated him for his Succeſſor, mak 
him Conſul for the enſuing Year, triumph'd wit 
him, and to honour his Conſulſhip, follow'd h 
Chariot on Foot, when he went to the Circas, I 
afterwards retir'd for ſome Space to Lavinium im 
the Arms of Philoſophy, his great Delight, wid 
he call'd His Mother, oppoſing it to the Con 
which he call'd His Step-Mother. And for tiy 
reaſon he frequently made uſe of this Expreſia 
of Plato's, That People was bappy whoſe _Phileſopi 
were Kings, or whoſe Kings were Philoſophers. li 
was a great Maſter in Philoſophy, and wrote ſeren 
excellent Pieces himſelf, ſome of which remain 
this Day. He was of that Tranquility of Ma 
that he is obſerv d never to have chang'd his Colt 
tenance either with Sorrow or Joy; following: 
actly the Precepts of the S:oick Philoſophy. 
chief Maſters were Apollonius of Chalcis, formel 
mention'd, Sextus Cheronenſis, Grandſon to che 
mous Plutarch; and Fronto, an excellent Orator 
that declining Age of Learning; of all whdl 
and of other Learned Men, he was a great Inch 
rager. Beſides theſe, in his Reign, chere {00 
tiſh'd ſome other noted Writers, particularly 4 
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in, an African, who ſufficiently diſcovers his _— 
Country by the Harſhneſs of his Stile; Pbiloftratus, 
z Sophiſt, who writ that bold Legend of Apollo- 
1s Life; Hermogenes, the Rbetorician; and He- 
wales Atticus and Atbenæus, whoſe learned Wri- 
tings are ſo highly valu'd by the Criticks. | 
While Rome enjoy d the Preſence of her Empe- x 
ror, and the Delights of that Peace which her La- k 
bours had procur'd her, Smyrna was deſtroy'd by \ B 
Fire, and an Earthquake, which bury'd the grea- a 
teſt Part of the Inhabitants under the Ruines of 
the Houſes. Upon which Ariſtides, a noted Ora- 
tor in that City ; wrote ſo moving a Letter to the 
Emperor, as the Sight of it drew Tears from him ; 
and immediately he iflu'd forth his Orders, eſta- 
bliſh'd ſuch Funds as were neceſſary, and commit- 
ted it to a Senator's Care to ſee it rebuilt accord- 
ing to its former Magnificence. What the Empe- 
ror did for Smyrna, he had already done in Traly, 
and likewiſe ſeveral other Cities which had felt | 
the ſame Misfortune, as Carthage, Epbeſus, and | 
Nicomedia, His Expences upon theſe Occaſions, | 
the Preſents he beſtow'd on the People, and the 
many Taxes he remitted in his moſt prefling Ne- 
ceſſities, are ſufficient to take away that pretend- 
ed Accuſation of his Avarice. He was indeed a 
provident Man in his ordinary Expences, after the 
Example of his Father Antoninus, and manag'd his 
Revenues with great Care and Wiſdom ; but 
when the Glory of the State, or the Benefit of the 
People were concern'd, his Largeſſes went even to 
Prodigality, being perſwaded, that thoſe were the 
dly , Occaſions: on which a Prince might be pro- 
ule, and that Covetouſneſs then is a dangerous 
Miſchief, He uſually laid, That when Subjects ſee 
Prince liberal in Publick, and a careful Manager in 
P vate, they pay their Duties with more Satisfaction, 
becauſe 
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becauſe they are then convinc d, that bis Riches g, 
the Source of their Plenty and Happineſs. It is oy. 
tain, that Rome had ſcarce ever an Emperor ſo aft. 
ing in the Times of Neceſſity as Antoninus, and hþ 
was the firſt that built a Temple to the Goddeh 
that preſides over Benefits, which perhaps was t& 
only Vertue which the Romans did not then ador 
But the Introducing of this new Worſhip pe 
tain'd only to him who ſo perfectly knew all th 
| Ceremonies and Cuſtoms of it, and practis d they 
continually. 1 — 10 030 
The Emperor now declining in Years, wal 
hopes of reſting from all his Toils and Labouy, 
When News was brought him of the Scytbiant an 
Northern Nations taking up Arms again, and inn 
ding the Empire with great Succeſs. This obligt 
Antoninus to make ſpgedy Preparations to oppols 
them in-Perſon, as he always did ; and going to the 
Senate, this was the firſt Time he defir'd of then 
to have Money out of the Publick Treaſury. Tho 
this Money was in his own Power, if he would 
have us d his Authority, yet he openly declard n 
the Senate and People, That Emperors bad m ji 
vate Propriety to any thing, not ſo much as 10 
Palace in which they dwelt. After this he - marry 
his Son Commodus to Criſpina, the Daughter of 3 
_ tics Valens, a Man of Conſular Dignity ; andthe 
went to the Temple of Bellona, and perform d ti 
ancient Ceremony of the Javalin. The Rm 
whoſe love to this Emperor daily encreas'd; finding 
him ready to expoſe himſelf in a dangerous Wh 
aſſembled themſelves before his Palace, befeeching 
him, Not to leave them till he had given them [i 
Precepts for their Conduct, that if the Gods ſhou'd rk 
bim to themſelves, they might by bis \ Aſſiſt ance emim 
in the ſame Paths of Vertue, into which he had 


them by his Example, The Emperor mov'd * 
- t 


, 
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heir good Diſpoſitions, ſpent three whole days in 


ty, and in giving them ſhort Maxims, by which 
bey might regulate their Actions. Shortly after 
he march'd his Army towards the Enemy, with 
his Son Commodus, and gain'd great Advantages : 
but the Particulars of theſe laſt Campaigns are in 
z great meaſure loſt, We can only ſay, That this 
War had not fewer Difficulties than the former ; 
That Antoninus fought ſeveral bloody Battels, where 
the Victories were always owing to his Prudence, 
Ind his Example of Bravery ; That he was al- 
ays at the Head of his Men, in Places moſt expos'd 
o Danger ; That he built ſeveral Forts, which 
he ſtrongly Garriſon'd, and kept their Country in 
Awe; and that going to open the third Campaign, 
In which he expected to compleat the War, he was 


ul his Attempts. | : 4h 

In this laſt Sickheſs this wiſe Emperor made it 
Ippear, that thoſe Truths of which he always 
ade Profeſſion, were ſo deeply engraven on his 
cart, that nothing cou'd efface them. But tho 
b Submiſſion to the Orders of Providence made 
im eaſie and willing to meet Death; yet the 


mth their Swords in their Hands, and the People 
clinable to revolt; but above all, the Yonth and 
nſteadineſs of his Son and Succeffor, which laid 
um open to the Infinite Temptations, and fatal 
harms of boundleſs Authority, prov'd a ſevere 
lack to his Thoughts. This was his greateſt con- 
erm, for he began to perceive his Inclinations, and 
aid ſome of his Friends, That be fear d, that the 
man Empire ond not be large encugb to contain 
Vice, Struggling with theſe Difficulties, and 

Z. fluctu- 


Cee explaining to them the greateſt-Difficulties in Mo- 


cizd at Vienna with a Fever, which put a Pefiod to 


ender Love and Care he had for his People, filld 
's Mind with Fear and Bitterneſs. He faw his 
onqueſts in the North unſettled, his Enemies ſtill 
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fluctuating between Hope and Fear, as his Dead 
approach'd, he commanded that his principal 
Friends and Officers ſhou'd be brought to hin, 
and upon their gathering about his Bed, he to 
his Son Commodus by the Hand, then faintly riſng 
up, ſpoke to the Company to this effect: You [# l. 
fore your Eyes my Son and Succeſſor, who having (cad 
enter d the World, as in a tempeſtuous Ocean, wants th 
Directions of wiſe Governours to ſecure him from th 
Violence of Youthful Paſſions, which, like furious Sm 
may drive him into the moſt fatal Calamities. Da 
fore inſtead of one Father, "whom be muſt ſhortl hl 
let him, find many in you, to ſupport his Youth, anl. 
add ſuch Inſtructions as are moſt beneficial to Hh 
and the Publick. But more purticularly make big 
ſenſible, © That not all the Riches and Honours in tk 
* Univerſe, are ſufficient to ſatisfie the Luxury and / 
© bition of Tyrants ; nor are the ſtrongeſt Guard: a 
* Armies able to defend them from the Hatred a 
© Inſults of their Subject. Let bim be aſſur d, le 

* mo cruel and tyrannical Princes ever enjoy long 
* peaceable Reigns, but only ſuch who by their Mii 
© neſs and Clemency gain the Hearts of their Pup 
Tell him continually, © That it is not they who [en 
© out of Conſtraint, but ſuch as obey woluntarily, 1 
© continue faithful in all Tal, and are fret fi 
© either Flattery or Treachery ; and let him know, 1 
* Theſe are the only Perſons who never fall into I 
© obedience, at leaſt till they are forcd to it by ſt 
© Uſage. At the ſame time do not fail to ſe Mi 
bim, How exceeding Difficult, and yer how hig 
© Neceſlary jt is for thoſe Princes to ſet Bounds to i 
© Paſſions, that bade none to their Powers. If jou" 
ſtrut him in theſe Truths, and inceſſantly cauſe bm 
recolle what he bas heard ; beſides the Satitfadlin 
forming a good Prince for your ſelves and the whole B 
pire, you will have the Comfort of paying to m 
enory the nobleſt of all your Service, fince H L 
. mw 
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means you will render it Immortal As he was ſpeak- The Death | 

ing theſe laſt Words, he was ſeiz d with a'Weak- 2 

neſs, which took away the Uſe of his Voice, and ſophus. 

brought him to his End the next Day. 7 
Thus dy d Antoninus Philoſophus, or Marcus Au- 1 
cls, the Seventeenth Emperor of Rome, in the ä 

firy ninth Year of his Age, after a laborious and 

triumphant Reign of nineteen Years, nine with his 

Brother, and ten by himſelf; a Prince of a moſt 9 

ſolid Underſtanding, and profound Wiſdom, of ö 

moſt ſtrict Virtues, and rigid Morals ; yet not free 

from ſuch a Superſtition as caus'd great Injuſtice + 

o Chriſtianity, which is above the Reach of the 

noſt ſublime Pagan Philoſopher. But his Name 

vill ever be plac'd in the Records of Fame, a- 

nong the beſt of the Heathen Princes, for his nu- | 

nerous Vertues, and worthy Acts he did for the | 

zood of his Country and Subjects; moſt of which 

hay ſerve for noble Patterns to Chriſian Princes. | 
is Death was infinitely regretted according to his WW 

erits; and there was a general Affliction through- . 

ut the Army and all the Provinces; and it ſeem'd 

though the whole Glory and Proſperity of the 

mpire all dy'd with Antoninus. The Senate and 

cople adored him before the Solemnization of his 

uneral; and as if it had been an inconſiderable 

ling to erect him a Golden Statue in the Julian 

hamber, and to decree him all divine Honours, 

ey declar'd ſuch Perſons to be Sacrilegions who 

al not in their Houſes ſome Picture or Statue of 

monnus. His Death happen'd in the 932 Year 

the City, 204 Years after the Settlement of the 

pire by Auguſtas, 180 after our. Saviour's Na- 

ty, 109 after the Deſtruction of Jeraſalem, and 

4 alter the laſt of the Twelve Czſars. dy 
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C HAP. III. 


From the Death of Antoninus Philoſophus, f 
"the Death of Pertinax, the Nineteenth Fn. 
peror ; when the Empire became expodd t 
Sale hy the Soldiers, | 


. Containing the Space of above 13. Tears, 


A. P. 180. J. R O ME for the ſpace of Eighty four Ye 

| had the great Happineſs of enjoying fi 
good Emperors 0 who made it tha 
main Concern to ſupport its Grandeur, to e 
creaſe its Riches, and to eſtabliſh its future Fel 
City ; but Providence now thought fit to altert 
long Courſe of Proſperity, and permit that exaltt 
City, which had ſo often triumph'd over the f 
of the World, to be again inſulted by its on 
Princes; which, together with ſome other Ac 
dents, produc'd ſuch Corruptions and Diſtradial 

as ſoon caus'd the Declination, and afrerwardst 
ERuine of the Roman Empire. Some of theſe M 
chiefs appear'd not long after the Death of 4m 

nus Philoſophw, for whoſe fake his Son Commit 
Commo- was without Contradiction receiv'd and acknol 
= made ledg'd as Emperor, firſt by the Army, then by! 
ere. Senate and People, and ſhortly after by all the? 
' vinces. Commodus was more noble by Deſcent tl 
any of the former Emperors, being the firſt Emp 
that was born in his Father's Reign, and the ſect 
that ſucceeded: his own Father in the GovernMl 
though. ſome Authors believe him to have be#l 
ſpurious Iſſue, and begotten by a Gladiator, bel 
"confirm'd in this Opinion by the wanton Pradi 
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er his Mother Fauſtina. He was about 19 Years of N 

Age when he enter'd upon the Empire; being a 
—asnce of great Comelineſs and Perfections of Body, 
and for his Father's ſake intirely belov'd, tho' he. 

id already given ſome remarkable Inſtances of his 

Vices and Cruelty, | Lo” 
„ Some few Days after his Father's' Death, Com- 
En... came to the Camp where the Army lay, 
4 ccompany'd with the principal of the Roman No- 
iy; and made a plauſible and popular Speech 
o the Soldiers, giving them great Hopes of his 
uſt and regular Government, and likewiſe be- 
owing ſuch Donatives as, was uſual for news 
rated Emperors. He continu'd for ſome ſpace, 
cording to the Promiſes he had made, and was 

ilingly govern'd by the wiſe Directions of his | 

ather's Friends ; but being obnoxious to all kinds | 

or Flatteries, by reaſon of his Youch , he ſoon | 

| 

| 


earken d to their infectious Diſcourſes, agreed 
0 their deſigning Counſels, and reſolv'd to leave 
he Wars and return to the Pleaſures of Rome, not- 
vithtanding all the juſt Arguments and Perſua- 
ons of his Brother- in- l] Pompeianus, and other 
yorthy Men, Who unanimouſly advis'd him to ſee 
n end of this War himſelf. With this Reſolu- 
jon the young Emperor wrote to Rome ſhortly 
ter, advertiſing the Senate of his Coming ; and 
Ir a preſent Eaſe and Security, he made a very 
lihonourable Peace with the Enemy, which his 
ther had almoſt reduced to an entire Obedi- 
nce,, purchaſing it with Money, as Herodian, aſ- 
ures us, tho Eutropias intimates ſome Advantages 
lt gain d. Then leaving a ny Force on. 
de Frontiers, he ſer forward towards Rome; and 
dall the Cities through which he paſs d, he was 
cewv'd with incredible Joy and Solemnity, up- 
n the Account of his Father's Worth, and the 
opes they had conceiv'd of his happy Rgign, 
2 3 not 
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not knowing his vicious Temper and Inclinationg 


At his Entrance into Rome he was receiv'd with 
exceeding Tranſports, Applauſes, and Bleffings hy 


all Men, who ftrew'd the Ways where he pak 


with all kinds of Flowers and Ornaments, ſhewing 
all poſſible Demonſtrations of Joy, and afſuring 
themſelves of a good and worthy Prince fron 
the Son and Grandſon of two ſuch Emperoy 
as Antoninus Philoſophus and Antoninus Pius. But he 
foon gave them an Occaſion to change their 
good Opinions of him, by his abominable Li 
and Practices; and of his whole Reign, Anthorlf 
have given us an Account of fcarce any thing but 
a black Train of horrid Enormities and Extrays 
gancies, many of which cannot well be related 
without receding from the juſt Method and Rub 
of Hiſtory. | 

Commodus for fome Space hearken'd to his Fi 
ther's Friends ; but being excited by: the Levy 
of his Temper, and corrupted by the Exampk 
of his Companions, he in a ſhort time gave hims 
ſelf over to all kinds of mean and gel 
Practices; regarding neither the Honour of hi 
Family, nor the Dignity of his Office. He ppet 
ly manifeſted his Lewdneſs and Incontinence, 20 
ſpent a conſiderable part of his Time in goig 
with his Aſſociates to publick Taverns and It 
famous Houſes, waſting whole Days and Night 
in Feaſtings, Banquetings, Bathings, and moſt abs 
minable Luxury. His natural Incontinence 
incredibly inflam'd with divers kinds of Ont 
ments, which he firſt usd to preſerve himki 
againſt a Peſtilence in 4r2ly ; and theſe , rogeti 
with his boundleſs Inclinations, rais'd ſuch 1 
ſatiable Heats, that he kept three Hundred I* 
males, and as many Males for deteſtable Uſe 
and, like Caligula, commanded Women to be Et 
joy d in his ſight, and committed Inceſt, "1 
3 | a Ivy 
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tid, with all his Siſters; exceeding him in pol- 

luting the Temples with Whoredoms and Blood: 

Lewdneſſes which ought to be cautiouſly recited, | 

yer not wholly paſs'd over. He ſometimes went 

abour the Markets with ſmall Wares like a Ped- 

ar; ſometimes he was a Horſe-Courſer, and other- 

times he drove his own Chariot in his Servant's 

Habit. He eat and drank with Gladiators, pimp'd 

to common Strumpets, and appear'd to be born 

rather for the moſt vile and infamous Uſes, than 

ſor the Government of the World. His moſt in- 

nocent Recreation and Diverſion, was his Shoot- 

ing and Hurling of Darts; in which and the like 

Exerciſes he was expert almoſt beyond all Exam- 

ple and Belief ; and of theſe Qualities all Writers 

we taken notice, as well as thoſe of Domitian. 

t a particular Feſtival, when great Numbers of | 
id Beaſts were appointed to be baited and en- 

ounter'd, he commanded a Gallery to be made } 

ound the Amphitheatre; where he cou'd move 

rely and ſecurely ; and running with extraordi- 

ary Agility and Dexterity, he kill'd moſt of the 

ages and Harts that were let looſe, never miſ- 

Ing his Aim, whether it was in the Heart, Head, 

Ir any other part, his Darts alway carry ing Death 9 

long with them. At another Feſtival he kill'd fi 

Hundred Lions that were let looſe in the Am- ij 

ſtitheatre; and frequently did the ſame to Ti- { 

es, Panthers, Ounces, and other fierce Beaſts, = 

metimes by that means delivering the con- 1 

emn d Aſſailants, who were ready to be torn y 
pieces, His admirable Skill in his Bow ap- 

ard from his killing ſuch Numbers of Birds 

ſing in the Air; and more particularly having 
derd a Hundred Moreſco Oftriches to be ſer 
ee, he cut off all their Heads in the midſt of 

« ſwifteſt Motion, by his Arrows headed in 
Ml þ ſhape of an Half-Moon. Which Inſtances 

2 4 may 
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may ſhew, that this Emperor wanted neither Par 
nor Abilities: to have produced the greateſt and 
nobleſt Actions, and to have made his Subject xx 
happy as any of his Predeceſſors. But he wa 
wholly regardleſs: of his People's Good ; and wy 
ſo careleſs and trifling in the moſt ſerious Matter, 
that he wrote nothing more than Vale in many 
of his Letters; at the ſame time was ſo ſerious in 
ſight and ſhameful Matters, that he caus'd to be 
regiſtred how often he frequented the Fencing: 
School, with all his Cruelties and Impurities. A; 
to his Exerciſes, Lampridius tells us, That he ep 
counter'd the Gladiators 735 times, whereof 365 
were in his Father's Reign. | | 1 
As corrupt Princes generally promote ſuch x 
are moſt conformable to their Tempers, fo did 
Commodus, who generally choſe thoſe for his G0. 
vernors of Provinces and Cities as were Compt 
nions in his Vices and Extravagancies ; only he 
obſerved this piece of Policy, that he uſually u. 
eaind their Children as Pledges of their Allegi 
ance and Fidelity. He frequently fold the G6: 
vernments of Provinces, part of the Money go 
Ing to thoſe who procur'd him Purchaſers, and the 
other part to himſelf, He was ſo much addided 
to Voluptuouſneſs, that he fcarce took any Cat 
about the Government, leaving all to the Diſpoli 
of a particular Favourite call'd Perenniu, whom IK 
afterwards made Captain of the Prætorian Cohort 
a Perſon. no leſs notorious for his Avarice and 
Cruelty, than eminent for his Valour and Hard 
neſs. During the Time of this Man's Authonty, 
many unjuſt Confiſcations and Seizures were made 
and many horrible Crueities committed; which gat 
an occaſion to many conſiderable Perſons to io 
a Conſpiracy againſt Commodus, among whom fil 
Siſter . Lucida , who envying the Greatneſs of | 
Empreſs Cri/pina, became Aſſociate, together wit 


het 


' 
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er Husband Pompeianus. The manner of this Con- 
ind Wlſpicacy being derermin'd, the Charge of the Exe- 
% eution was given to a Perſon call'd Quintianus, 
wa; tho ſome ſay to Pompeianus himſelf, who was firſt 
wa; ico ſtrike the Emperor, and the reſt of the Conſpi- 
ers, rators to ſecond and aſſiſt him. But this open and 
any udacious manner of Proceeding fruſtrated the De- 
inen; for having had ſufficient n of diſ- 
de aching him, he inſultingly held up his Dagger 
ing: owards Commodus, laying, The Senate ſends thee this, 
ich gave ſome of the Guards time to ſeize 
em im, before he cou'd ſtrike the fatal Blow. This 
165 WF4u5'd che Diſcovery of all his Accomplices, and 
ile, Pompeianus, Quintianus, Quadratus, and 
he reſt of the Conſpirators were executed, be- 
des many other Perſons wholly innocent. For 
hoſe Words concerning the Senate, ſo indiſcreetly ' 
ter d, caus'd Commodus to have an exceeding Jea- 
vuſie and Suſpicion of all the Fathers, which ad- 
antage Perennius took, and caus'd many Senators, 

nd a great Number of the Nobility to be put to : 
Death, and their Eſtates ſeiz'd on, by procuring. 
ale-witnefſes to accuſe them. By which Pra- | 
tices Perennius became exceeding rich and power- 
I; and well knowing the exceſſive Luxury and 
eglect of Commodus, he began to endeavour to 
ain the Empire to himſelf, and had made ſome 
ucceſsful Progreſs in that great Attempt : But 
s Deſigns ſoon became apparent to all Men, and 
de multitude of Accuſations againſt him at laſt, 
uz d the Emperor from the Lethargy and Blind- 
ls, ſo that both he and his Sons, whom he had 
at into Miyricum, to draw the Legions to revolt, 
ceiv'd the juſt Reward for their numerous Vil 
nies, 

After the Death of Perennius, the Emperor un- 
ook to repeal many Things that were done 
| him; but continu'd not long in that Regulati- 
„ 8 £5 on, 
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on, purſuing his Pleaſures, and ſuffering hing er 
to be govern'd by another Favourite call'd dd, 
der, a Perſon who for Cruelties, Rapines and i 
beries, exceeded Perennius. He nominated tweny 
five Conſuls for one Year, a thing wholly ng 
and ſurprizing to the City, and chang'd the ?;, 
torian Prefects daily and hourly ; Martius Iu 
tius holding the Place only five Days, Nige by 
ſix Hours. Thefe and many other Irregularitis 
occaſion'd new Plots and Conſpiracies againſt thy 
Emperor's Perſon, particularly one Maternus, whi 
practiſing all kinds of Robberies, gather'd tog 
ther great Numbers of Banditti and Strangers, 2 
making himſelf Commander of a conſiderable 
my, waſted Gaul and Spain, and being thencen 
pell'd, refolv'd to attempt the Empire ir ſelf. hi 
having no hopes of attaining it by Force, bs 
cauſe of the People and the Prætorian Cohorts, he 
betook himſelf to Stratagems ; and taking adva- 
tage from the annual Solemnity kept in Honourdl 
the Mother of their Gods, wherein it was lawhl 
for Soldiers or any others to imitate Magiſtrats 
or their Officers, he ſent ſome of his Soldien 
privately arm'd to mix themſelves with the Em: 
peror's Guards, and there to aſſaſſinate him. bu 
his own Party, in hopes of Advantage, betray 
him, and he and many others were executel 
Not long after ſucceeded a dreadful Peſtilency 
accompany'd with a Famine ; in which, and & 
many other times, Cleander's Carriage and Belt: 
viour became ſo inſupportable to the People 0 
Rome, that they unanimouſly took up Arms, and 
in a Tumult marchd to a Houſe of Pleaſure it 
Rome, Where the Emperor was, and requird 0 
have Cleander's Head. And notwithſtanding tif 
Emperor's Guards began to make ſome ReliftanG, 
yet at length the Torrent became ſo violent and 


outragious, that Commodus was conftrain'd "J 
. in 


i | 8 | : | ' 
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ner him up, though extreamly againſt his Incli ?: 
[el ations ; and thus Cleander and his two Sons were q 


in. This Tumult being appeas'd, which Com- 
bi ode durſt not puniſh, he was ſo incens'd, and 


ME: ſo ſuſpicious of all Men, that he caſt off | „ 
den Care of State Affairs, giving ear to every 
b nancious Informer, to the Deſtruction of many | 


nocent Perſons. Within a while, according to 
is accuſtomed manner, he ſuffered himſelf to be 
busd by another Favourite, whoſe Name was 
lian, and afterwards another call'd Regilius, 
oth whom he caus'd to be put to Death, and 
kewiſe many others that ſucceeded them. No 
erſons of Worth were admitted into his Preſence, 
ut being ruled by looſe and diſſolute Perſons, 1 
e fell into the practice of all kinds of Vices and | 
muelties. | | 

In- Cruelties this Emperor was as exorbitant as 

ny of his Predeceſſors, as appears from the Death 

| his Wife Criſpina, his Father's Couſin German 
aſina, and great Numbers of the moſt illuſtri- 

vs of the Roman Nobility. He executed many 
nocent Perſons inſtead of others who were guil- 

„ permitting Offenders and Criminals to eſcape 

r Money; and if any Perſon defir'd to be re- 
ng'd of an Enemy, by bargaining with Commo- 

w for a certain Sum of Money, he was allow'd 

d inflic> Death, or any other Puniſhment. He 
ommanded a Perſon to be caſt to wild Beaſts, on- 

y tor reading the Life of Caligula in Suetonius, 
cauſe he had the ſame Birth-Day himſelf ; and 
emmanded another to be thrown into a burning 
urnace, for accidentally heating his Bath too 
arm. We are told ſeveral Inſtances of his Cru- 
ties very odd and monſtrous ; particularly he cut 

tet Man off at the middle of his Belly, only 

it he might ſee his Entrails drop out ſuddenly; 

kd he jokingly calld thoſe Perſons Monopodii and 

| Luſcinii, 
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| Luſcinii, whom he had depriv'd of a Foot: or n 
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Eye. He caus'd the Prieſts of 1{s to beat they 
Breaſts with Pine-Apples, to the Danger of thei 
Bodies; charg'd Bellona's Worſhippers to cut oi: 
their Arm in reality; and ſtain'd the Service gf 
Mithras with real Homicide, He imitated Ch 
rurgions in letting Blood, and Barbers in Trim. 
ming; under which pretence he cut off Ears and 
Noſes : Wherefore his Jealouſie of all Men wx 
ſuch, that he was oblig'd to be his own Barber 
Thus can monſtrous Tyrants play with the Tor 
ments and Blood of their Fellow-Creatures ; Bt 
in the midit of all his various Cruelties, the Chi 
ſtians happily eſcap'd Perſecution, and had a pra 
ter breathing-time than in any of the lam 
Reigns ; and Dion tells us this was by the Medi 
tion of this Emperor's beloved Concubine Mari 
who favour'd their Doctrine. We hear of ſcar 
any Martyrs in his Reign, beſides A4pollonius a Ni 
ble Man of Rome and a Senator, who pleading fi 
own and the Chriſtians Cauſe in open Senate, we 
executed, and likewiſe his Accuſer. This ha 
pen'd in the eighth Year of this Reign; in the {0 
lowing Year the Capitol was burnt by Lightnin 
which likewiſe deſtroy'd the adjacent Buildug 
and particularly the famous Libraries, which h 
coſt the Ancients ſo much care to collect. Ni 
long aſter another Fire broke out, in which ti 
Temple of Veſta, the Palace, and a conſidera 
Part of the City were unhappily burnt to. ti 
Ground, which Accident as the People accounts 
it an ill Omen, ſo they laid the Guile upon fit 
well knowing his ill Practices, which he ſeld 
ſtrove to conceal. 

This Emperor now wallowing in all Kind 
Exceſs and Luxury, and all Kinds of ſenſc 
Fooleries, he fell into new and unheard of Ex 
vagancies, ſo as to reject his Father's N 

ines 


— 


aſte2d of Cmmodus the Son of Antoninus, he com- 
anded himſelf to be ſtiled Hercules rhe Son of Ju- 
er; and accordingly he forſook the Roman and 


inſelf in a Lion's Skin, and carry'd about a great 
ub in his Hand. With this ſtrange Habit he 
ppear'd in all Places, ſo that he became the Deri- 
jon of ſome, and caus'd the Indignation of others: 


:ftroying of Giants and Monſters, he gather'd to- 
ether all the poor ſick Men and Cripples of Rome; 
hen ordering ſomewhat to be ty'd to their Knees, 
ke the Feet of Dragons, ſuch as the Poets feign'd 


he Giants to have had, he gave them Sponges to 


hrow at him inſtead of Stones, and fell furiouſly 
mong em, and kill'd them all with his Club, as 
don aſſures us. He not only aſſum'd the Habit 
Hercules, but afterwards he took upon him that 
fan Amazon Woman, which was moſt correſpon- 
ent to that of his Life and Actions; and this 
e did in Honour of his principal Concubine Mar- 


abit, So to the former Title of Hercules, he ad- 
ed Amazonian and Conqueror; Rome he ſtil'd In- 
tal and Fortunate ; and the World, his Colony. 
e commanded many Statues of himſelf to be 
rected throughout the City, and one before the 


loot ; that his very Images might ſtrike Terror 
hto the Beholders. He likewiſe caus'd the Head 
a vaſt Coloſſus to be taken off, and that of his 
wn Statue, which bore no Proportion to it, to 
e placd in the room of it; and as his Pride was 
ithout Bounds, ſo he caus'd the Months Auguſt 
nd September, to be call'd Commodus and Hercu- 
'; and gave Names to the other Months, which 
ere obſery'd no longer than he reign'd. He ſo 
uch affected Applauſes and magnificent 2 

1 8 8 


mprrial Habit, and in a ridiculous manner clad 


ind that he might chroughly imitate Hercules in 


i, whoſe Picture he publickly wore upon that 


enate-Honſe, in form of an Archer ready to 
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he ſent a Letter to the Senate with this Stile: ;; 
perator Cæſgar, Lucius, eElius, Aurelius, Commil 
Antoninus, Anguſtus, Piu, Felix, Sarmaticus, ( 
manicus, Maiminus, Britannicas, Pacator Orbis T, 
rarum, Invictus, Romanus Hercules, Pontifex Maximy 
Tribunitid Poteſtate XVII. Imperator, VIII. Conſul, VI 
Pater Patriæ, &c. | Es | 

During the time of theſe numerous Irre gulariit 
in the City, Ulpias Marcellus the Emperor's Lit 
tenant in Britain, was very ſucceſsful in compoſing 
the Diſturbances in thoſe Parts; and after may 
excellent Services, was ungratefully remoy'd af 
diſcharg'd by this Tyrant. Some other Lieutenan 
were fortunate againſt the Moors and Dacians, ad 
in ſaving Pannonia and Germany from being tot 
from the Empire by their own Inhabitants ; By 
of theſe Actions we have no particular Accout 
in the Roman Authors; we have only an imm 
thodical Narration of the Enormities and Extn 
vagancies of this Emperor, which continually es 
creas d and abounded with his Years. One Di 
at a publick Solemnity, fancying himſelf deride 
by he People, his impious Rage ſo far tranſpont 
him as he gave Orders to maſlacre all the Mult 
tude then preſent, and to burn the City; whit 
had been executed, but his Captain of the Guard 
deterr'd him from it. He became now ſo mai 
as he reſolv'd to forſake his Palace, and lite 
a Fencing-School ; and being at laſt weary of tif 
Name of Hercules, he aſſum'd the Name of 2 
mous Gladiator deceas'd. His Actions now I 
der'd him odius and inſupportable to the Stat 
and likewiſe ridiculous and contemptible to u 
People. At length at the Feaſt of Janus, reſolvai 
to iſſue out of the Fencing-School, not as Eu 
ror, but as a common Gladiator to fence naked 
fore the People, it haſten'd and procur'd his EI 
For this ſtrange Reſolution being N * 

rie 
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ends, his beloved Marcia, his General Lew, iſ 
1d his Chamberlain Electus, endeavour'd by all BY 
\rguments and Entreaties, to divert him fromſo  _ 
nean and diſhonourable a Deſign. But being in- =_ 
ens d with them, he commanded them to depart, j 
ad retiring into his Bed-chamber at Noon, to re- _ 
oſe himſelf according to his Cuſtom, where in 
Roll or Book, he wrote down the Names of . 
heſe three Perſons, dooming them to Death that 
ight, After theſe follow'd the Names of a great | 
number of Senators, the Eſtates of whom he de- j 
2nd to diſtribute among the Gladiators and Sol- 
ers, to purchaſe Mirth and Jollity from the for- — 
er, and Defence and Security from the latter. | 
ing thus finiſh'd, he laid the Writing upon his | 
ed, not ſuſpecting any durſt enter his Chamber; | 
ut a little Boy, whom he paſſionately lov'd, while "» 
e was bathing himſelf, innocently took up the 
2 


Writing to play with; and going forth, was met 
y Marcia, who took it from him, believing it a 
atter of another Nature. Viewing of it, and 
nding the fatal Contents, ſhe immediately diſ- 
wer'd to Lætus and Electa the greatneſs of their 
hanger, who readily reſolv'd to purchaſe their 
wn Security by the Tyrant's Death, and con- 
luded it moſt proper to diſpatch him by Poyſon, 
hich was ſpeedily adminiſtred by the Hands of 
arcia her ſelf. This immediately caſt him into | 
heavy Slumber ; and Marcia to conceal the Fact, | 
ausd the Company to retire, under pretence of | 
lowing him Reſt ; but finding him awake ſoon _ 
er, and taken with a violent Vomiting, ſhe and | | 
e reſt of the Conſpirators, greatly fearing he ; 
ould caſt. up his Poyſon, haſtily call'd in a ſtout 

dung Man, call'd Narciſſus, ſhewing him the Wri- 
ng, and his own Name among the reſt, making 2b. Ds 
lo large Promiſes of Rewards, if he would im- F Com- 
Klutely diſpatch him. Narciſſas boldly — modus. 

too 
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took it, and ſo this wretched Monſter Yoiniting 
and grievouſly tormented with Poyſon, was firy 
gled and ſlain by his neareſt Friends. This 9. 
the miſerable End of Commodus the eighteenth En 
peror of Rome, in the. thirty firſt Year of his Ax 
after an impious Reign of twelve Years, nine Month 
and fourteen Days; a Prince, as Lampridius (af 
who liv'd only fer his Subjects Miſchief, and bu n 
Shame ; and as he moſt reſembled Domitian ini 
Life and Actions, ſo likewiſe in his violent Deal 
which a bloody Tyrant ſeldom or never miſſes, 1 
him the lian together with the Aurelian Fail 
were extinguiſhed, as the Fulian was in Nero, ail 
the Veſpaſian in Domitian ; and all three by May 
ſters of Mankind. His Death happen'd U. C. 9 
A. D. 192. and after this the Roman Empire throup 
his means was involv'd in greater Miſeries and 
flictions, than ever it was before. 


ſol 
an 


II. The Confpirators perform'd their fatal Bul 
neſs with all imaginable Secrecy and Expedition 
and immediately convey'd the dead Body cal 
fuſedly wrape up in mean Clothes through tl 
Guards, moſt of which were either fleeping ( 
drunk. And tho' they aim'd only at their 0“ 
Safety, not Sovereignty, yet they took cars | 
provide a Succeſſor before his Death ſhou'd be 
veal'd ; therefore the ſame Night they all ſpeed 
repair'd to the Houſe of Helvius - Pertinax, 3 f 
nown'd Perſon, who by his Merits alone had rat 
himſelf ro the - higheſt - Dignities ; but had 10 
retir'd himſelf, every Day expecting to fall a Sil 
ice to the Tyrant's Humours. This valiant M 
being aſleep in his Bed, at Midnight was fo 
with the haſty Entrance of Lætus and others, M bli 
ſeveral Soldiers, which confirm'd his former WM Th 
picions, and now aſſur'd himfelf of nothing Me! 
Death by the Commands of Commodus; my th 
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and Courage of a Roman, he laid unmoy'd,. and 
ithout any ſhew of Fear, told Lætus, That. for ma- 


, marvelling that the Emperor bad 
ng ; therefore he bad him, Strike without. any * 
her Delays. Lætus, almoſt as much ſurpriz d as 
miinax, perſwaded him to Ley aſide all Fear and 
Suſpicion, ſince the Tyrant: Commodus was dead, and 
bey came purpoſely to offer. the Empire to Him, as the 
l Perſon in the Go, that was worthy of 4 bigh a 
Denity. Pertinax, {till more confounded, was in 
ear of ſome further Treachery; but the Matter be- 
g declar'd to him at large, and the real Induce- 
ents they had to aſſaſſinate the Emperor, he ac- 
pted of their Offer; and was immediately carry d 


them to the Camp of the Prætorian Cohorts: 
tain made a ſet Speech to them, Manifefing 


y reaſon of his Luxury and Exceſs, was now dead. 

an Apoplexy ; and enumerating the : many Vertues 
d Exeellncles of Pertinax, incited them to make 
m Emperor, as the moſt worthy [urviving Per- 


d to be natural and accidental, readily com- 
yd, made Pertinax Emperor, call'd him Auguſtus; 
d took their Oaths to him as the Cuſtom was: 
ut Pertinax accepted of all theſe Honours with 
Iwillingneſs and Concern; for he found he was 
ſucceed a Tyrant, who by his Diſorders had ſo 
poveriſh'd the State, and render'd the Prætorian 
Idiers ſo extreamly licentious, that he cou d not 
flibly uſe neceſſary Remedies without incurring 4 
Iblick Odium. js | 


e Day approaching, the Soldiers brought him in- 
the City, where they found the. People tumul- 


ſolving to ſuffer all Misfortunes with.the Patience _ 


eferra it ſo 


Fhere the Soldiers being aſfembled, Letm their 


e borrible Vices and Enormities of Commodus, who 


u. The Soldiers, believing the Death of Con- 


Theſe Ceremonies being ſpeedily finiſh'd, and 


_ tuouſly 
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tnouſly running about the Streets, crying and al. 
ing to one another, with all the imaginable Token 
of Joy and Satisfaction; ſome haſtning to the 
Temples to return Thanks to their Gods for thy 
great Benefit of removing ſuch a Tyrant as C 
modus, and others to the Palace to be aſſurd q 
the Truth, and to view his dead Carcafs. Th 
Senate likewiſe was immediately aſſembled, when 
appear'd greater Tranſports than among the Peopl 
and accompany'd with ſuch an infinite numbert 
Curſes and Maledictions, as are ſcarce eredikl 
They likewiſe pronounced him a Parricide, 41 
tor, that ought to be fcourg d to death, an Hanus 
an Enemy to the Gods, an Enemy to his. Com 
an Enemy to all Mankind, and a Peſt of the Wa 
worſe 1thzy Domitian and Nero; commanded, 7 

be ſhould rot on the Dungbil; and alſo deſtroy d 
Statues, aboliſh'd his very Memory, and offerd 
imaginable Indignities to his Fame. In the mi 
time the Soldiers repair'd with their new Eng 
ror Pertinax to the Senate-Houſe, who unwillig 
ly permitted them to bear the Imperial Enhg 
before him, till the Senate had agreed, and git 

8 their Conſent. Upon his firſt Entrance into! 

e Em. Houſe, the Senators unanimouſly ſaluted Hi 

pero, Emperor, and Ceſar Auguſtus ; and with numer 

Acclamations and Bleflings, ſwore and yield 

him Obedience: Which he with great Modal 

withſtocd, urging his Inſufficiency and Umwarthi 
alledging his declining Years, and nominating | 
others whom he judged more proper for fo bi 

Office an Dignity. But at length bein yanguil 

by their Importunities, he yielded, and ſitting 0 

on the Imperial Chair, he there made a lol 

Oration to the Senate; which being finiſh, | 

went forth from the Senate-Houſe, accompal] 

wich the whole Body of the Senate and © 

Nobility, with infinite Numbers of © others, # 


Wh 
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r to the Temples, according to tlie una“ | 
atom, and from therice to the Imperial Pa- 


„ | | | t 

* ice, The ſame Day his Wife Flavia Titiana was 

„ cclar'd Empreſs; and Copitolinus obſerves, that 
e was the firſt Emperor that ever receiv'd the il 


Tice of Pater Patriæ, the Proconſular, and Tribu= 


tion Powers, with the Right of à fourth Refe- 1 
nce in the firſt Day of his Reign. He was ſhort- i 
; after acknowledg'd as Emperor in all the ſeve- 3 
| Provinces, where his Merits were well known 1 


nd began his Reign to the univerfal Satisfaction of 
e whole Empire. | ERA 
Pertinaxz was now in the 68h or 69th Year of 1 
s Age, when he arriv'd dt the Empire, and be- 
re this Advancement had paſs'd through many | 
range Changes of Fortune. He was of very | 
jean Extraction, being but the Son of ah enfran- i 
id Slave calfd Alius, who only gave him ſo 1 
uch Learning as qualify'd him for his poor Mer= | 
y- Shop, which ſoon after-improv'd him ſo far as 
) become a School-Maſter in the City. After 
hich he ſtudy'd the Law, and by the Aſſiſtance 

Avitus, a Conſular Perſon, he obtain'd Liber 

plead in publick; but being a Man of Courage, 

| infpir'd with a martial Warmth, in the Reign 

Antoninus Pius, he took Arms; in Which his Be- 
iour was ſuch, that in a few Days he was made 
pain of 4 Cohort in Syria againſt the Partbi- 
1: And increafing in Reputation, he was ſent 
to Britain, and after that into Mafia. In the 

eign of Antoninus Philoſo bus, he was made 2 

aptain of Horfe againſt the Germans, and after 
Rt Admiral of a Fleet in the German Ocean, 

Mm whence he was remoy'd to the Wars in Dar 

, where through ſiniſter Informations, Antoninus 
priv d him of his Charge, but through the Inter- : 
Hon of that Emperor's Son- in-Law Pompeianus, 
lterwards was made a Senator, and like wiſe 
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grace. After which he perform'd ſuch excellen 


plauded him, and made him Conſul ;. and lik 


modus, by the Inſtigation of a Favourite, he y 
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being a Prince not branded for any remarkil 
Vice, but Avaricez which was one Cauſe 0 
Ruin. | 


_centiouſneſs of the Pretorian Cohorts, and 1 
ting 4 Stop to the Inſolencies and Injuries 1 
committed againſt the People and Citizen 


Life and Protection of Commodus, whom tht) y 
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Colonel of a Legion to recompence his former Df 


Services againſt the Barbarous Nations, and agzinſ 
Caſſius in his Rebellion, that Antoninus openly y 


wiſe gave him the Governments of both the AM 
and Dacia, removing, him afterwards to the G 
vernments of Syria and Aſia, the moſt adyantay 
ous Charges in the Empire. In the Reign of 0 


baniſh'd by that wicked Prince; but being aft 
wards recall'd, he was ſent into Britain to refon 
the Abuſes of the Army, where by the Mutiny 
of the Legions, he was left for Dead among mat 
others that were ſlain; but eſcaping that Dang 
he ſeverely puniſh'd the Offenders, and hapy 
eſtabliſh'd Regularity and good Order. From then 
de was remov'd to the Province of Africk, whit 

e was likewiſe in great Danger by the Mutiny 
and Seditions of the Ordinary Legions; for in i 
Reign all things were in Diſorder; and had not i 
extraordinary Care and Vigilence of Pertinax 
ſome few others preſery'd the Provinces, the U 
pire had been expos'd to the greateſt Hazards, k 
moving from Africk, Pertinax declining in Ia 


* 


betook himſelf to à retird Life, though 0 
modus made him Præfect of the City 3 And in 
Condition he was unexpeciedly made Empei 


The firſt Thing he attempted in the Gord 
ment of the State, was the Reftraining of the 


Rome; in which they were incourag d by the 
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ited in all Emergencies. He baniſh'd Promoters 
and Informers, who again had crept into the State, 
ind regulated many other Abuſes and Diſorders, 
hich were tolerated in this time; ſeeking to re- 
Ince all Things to that Form and Manner of Go- 
ernment, which was us d in the Reigns of the 
wo Antonines. He expos'd to Sale all the valuable, 
oods and Furniture that Commodi left behind 
im in the Palace; but all ſuch as that Tyrant had 
e wlWojufly taken away from others, he commanded 
alte be reſtor'd to the legal Owners, for which they 
refon're to pay ſome ſmall Conſideration in Ex- 
tin ange. He permitted not his Name to be ſtamp'd 
wan the peculiar Goods of the Emperor's, ſaying, 
ange their Propriety belong 4 to the State in general; 
dap nd ſo he accounted all ſuch as were call'd by the 
then ame of Crown Lands. He enacted, That all the 
alt Ground in Italy, and other Provinces , tho. 
f the Emperor's Demeſn, ſhou'd be improv'd, 
d freely given to ſuch as wou'd manure and 


lusbandmen ten Years immunity from all Taxes, 
d Security from all further Moleſtation during 
z Reign, He remitted all Tolls and Impoſts lai 

pon Banks of Rivers, Harbours and publick 
ays, to raiſe Funds to ſupport the Extravagan- 
es of Tyrants, and reſtored them to their an- 
ent Freedom. He ſold moſt of the Buffoons and 
ters of Commodus, eſpecially ſuch as had obſcene 
ames, and rais'd conſiderable Sums ; and alſo 


hom that Emperor had been profuſe in his Do- 
tives, He entertain'd all Men honourably and 
urteouſly, who had any Affairs to negotiate 
i him; with which and many other laudable 
ons this good Prince ſo gain'd the Hearts and 
ietions of the Senate and Citizens, that they all 
counted themſelves happy in having ſo worthy an 
g Aa 3 | Empe- 


lirate it; to which Purpoſe, he granted to 


aced a ſtrict Account of all thoſe Servants to 
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Emperor: Upon which Account, beſides the hi 
| nourable Ticles given to Him in particular, the 
Senate intituled his Son Cæſar, and to his Empre 
Titiania was added the Name of Auguſta, He AG 
cepred of the latter upon the Account of hi 
Wife's Merits ; but refus d the former, left he ſha 
be corrupted, deferring that Honour till he might 
deſerve it; and by reafon of his Youth he wolf 
not admit him into the Court, but caus d him 
lead a private Life. He conftnually frequent 
the Senate as often as it ſate; and in his Pala 
he never refus d to give Audience to any Perla 
and at any Time. His great Error was Ca 
touſneſs, which was moſt apparent in his Tab 
and there, according to the Inſtances which Cai 
linus brings, he was penurious to a moſt ſordid I 
gree ; which was almoſt} the only abhorr'd Vice 
theſe licentious and degenerate Times. And Thy 
that was the greateſt Reflection upon him, wal 
ſinking nine Years Arrears which were due fig 
the Exchequer to the Alms-Children of Tra 
Eſtabliſhment. _ of | 
In this ſhort Reign Pertinax was very ſucceſi 
and proſperous in his Affairs abroad; for as lo 
as the barbarous Nations and Enemies to the] 
man Empire had certain Intelligence that He! 
made Emperor, they immediately laid down tht 
Arms, well knowing the Difference of this al 
the former Emperor; and many ſent Ambal 
dors to him to treat of Peace and Alliand 
though ſeveral of them came after his Deal 
So that his Adminiſtration ,' as aforeſaid , ws 
the general Satisfaction of all Men, except 
Prætorian Soldiers, who had been ſo abomina 
corrupted in the laſt Reign, as they cou'd notW 
fer any Appearance of Vertue : Therefore i 
ſoon began to hare him for his ſtrict Diſcipl 
and Regulations, his Reſtraining of their 12 
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Riots, Abuſes, and Outrages, and particularly for 
his ſhore Donatives and Diſtributions; for which 
Reaſons he was likewiſe diſliked by the Officers and 
Miniſters of the Imperial Palace, who were no leſs 
corrupted than the other. The Impudence and Au- 
daciouſneſs of the Soldiers encreas d to that De- 
ree, that they ſeiz d upon a Senator of a noble and 
ncient Houſe call'd Maternus, and endeavour d to 
arry him to the Camp and make him Emperor in j 
Oppoſition to Pertinax; but Marernus being a faich- „ 
ful and loyal Subject, eſcaping out of their Hands, 
ld firſt to the Emperor, and then from the City. 
This bold Action of the Soldiers drove Pertinax in- 8 
0 great Straits; but at preſent to quiet and pa- 
i them, he made ſome new Diſtributions amongſt 
hem ; but all was inſufficient to remove the un- 
ut Prejudices they had taken againſt him. Perti- 
r had procceded fo in many kinds of Regula- 
ions, that in a ſhort Time the State of the Em- 
ire ſeem'd to be chang'd ; but he wanted a ſuf- 
cient Force to ſuppreſs the Inſolencies of the Sol- 
lers, who now having a Suſpicion, if not a cer- 
ain Knowledge of the Murder of theic beloved 
iter Commodus, became more inveterate againſt 
be preſent Government. And not long after their 
lappointment by Maternus, by their Incourage- 
tent, a Senator call'd Fulco aſpir d to the Lange, 
ut was ſoon diſcover'd to the Senate, who offer'd 
d ſentence him to Death; but notwithſtanding "i 
e Offence was apparent, and the Evidences in- | 
putable, the Emperor pardon'd bim, ſaying, | 
ud forbid, that during my Reign any Senator ſhow d þ 
put to Death, tho deſervedly : But Juſtice was 1 
dne upon ſome of the chief Abettors, which ſo 
ualperated the reſt of the Soldiers, whoſe Hatred 
d Preſumption daily encreas d, that they unani- 
ouſly reſolv'd, not to uſe any ſecret Conſpira- 
KBS; -. cies 
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cies and private Contrivances for the future, bu 
in an open hoftile Manner to attack the Empe 
ror in his Palace. In order to which, a conſid. 
rable Body of them was drawn out, who, in am: 
multuons March paſs'd- the Streets of Rome with 
drawn Swords, Halberts, and other Weapons; ani 
as their Motion was ſudden and impetuous, they 
enter'd the very Palace without any Oppoſition of 
Reſiſtance. | 33 | 
The Emperor being advertis'd of this, in great 
Haſte fent Lets to ſtemm this furious Torrent, who 
forgetting that he had made Pertinax Emperor, wa 
very negligent in performing his Commands ; by 
being, according to ſome, a Promoter of the & 
dition , ſpeedily retir'd to his own Lodging, jul 
as the Soldiers enter'd the Palace, where, by re: 
fon of the Confuſion of the Emperor's Servants, anl 
the Suddenneſs of the Storm, no Reſiſtance coil 
be made. It ſtrook ſo great a Terror in all Per 
fons, that the greateſt Part of the Attendants aba 
don'd the Emperor and fled ; and thoſe who nt 
main'd, earneſtly preſs'd the Emperor to fly, ſhewi 
him, How eaſy it was to eſcape to the Body of the Pa 
ple, who woud undoubtedly defend him. But 10 
| withſtanding he was fatisfy'd of the "Reaſon an 
Truth of their Perſwaſions, he wholly refus'd to id 
low their Counſel, alledging, That to ſave bi b 
by Fligot, was unworthy of his Imperial Dignity, 
all his paſt Actions; and thereupon reſolv'd to 
forth, and face the Rebels in Perſon, conceiving 
that his Preſence alone wou'd ſhame and confout 
them, and cauſe them to return. And this Opinit 
prov'd not wholly groundleſs; for coming uncdl 
cernedly as ir were, and approaching them int 
Court, they all made a ſtand, and gave him ll 
to ſpeak to them, which he did with great Cour 
without any Shew of Alteration ; ffi asking the 
What might be the Qccefion of their coming in jul 


tu multi 
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ſmultuous and diſreſpectful Manner? Then without 
y Appearance of Fear or Affectation, and with 
Gravity and Authority anſwerable to the Dignicy 
f his Perſon, he ſpoke to them after this Manner. 
Soldiers and Companions, if you come to aſſaſſmate 
e, and put thoſe fatal Purpoſes in Execution, you will 
m an Act neither valiant or honourable on your 
Part, nor grievous or unwelcome on mine; having 
en ſufficiently ripen'd for Death, both by my Age ande 
Troubles, as well as by my Fame and Renown. But 
fir you , whoſe Charge it is to guard and defend 
wr Emperor from all Perils and Treaſons ; for you to 
fer Violence to bim, as it is moſt dangerous to your 
Perſons , ſo it it mo leſs fatal to your Memories, which 7 
ill become ſo odious, that no Time can wear off 
e Stains ; eſpecially ſince your Prince's Actions bave 
n ſo juſt and equitable. Tf the Death of Com- 
nodus offend you , why do you repine at the Laws . 
Nature? If you ſuſpect him murder d, you all can 
lie my Innocence; ſo if there be any Treachery , it . 
mcerns the Actors not me. But 1 ir jou, that by 
aſon of bi Death nothing juſt and nl es. ſhall be 
then from you, nor nothing reaſonable and prafticable 
al be deny d ou; provided you require it without Force 
Violence. | PT . 
This Speech exacted a Kind of Reverence from 
's Hearers, and many of the Company, being 
lov d by his Words and Majeſty, began to change 
ſeir Intentions , and to depart ; but the Fury and 
lolence of thoſe behind forc'd them forwards, ſo 
at they con'd neither retreat, nor defend the Em- 
:ror, In the midſt-of this Confuſion. Thauſims, 
Tungrian, wounded Pertinax on the Breaſt with 
Launce, ſaying, The Soldiers ſend you this, Per- 
vx perceiving their Deſign , he pray'd to Fu- 
fer Ultor, cover'd his Head with his Robe, and W 
nk with the Wounds he receiv'd from ſeveral. f perti- 
«us, and ſome other of his Servants, who en- nax. 
8 deavour'd 


» 
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deavour d to defend him, were likewiſe lain, after 
they had caus d ſome Bloodſhed themſelyes; ona 
Son and a Daughter of the Emperor's eſcap d, wia 
were not lodg'd in the Palace. This was the unfor. 
tunate and much lamented Death of Helvias Pe. 
tinax, the nineteenth Emperor of Rome, after iſ; 
ſhort Reign of only three Months and one Dy; 1 
One who from the Meaneſt became the Greatef 
and from the uncommon. Variety of his Succeſſe 
was term'd the Tennis- Ball of Fortune ; and One who 
did many worthy Acts in his ſhore Reign; but u 
deſtroy'd by his Avarice, and his too baſty a Rt 
formation of a corrupted State. But theſe, andi 
ny ſucceeding Calamities, are by Writers juſtly r 
tributed to the ill Conduct of the former Empem 
Commodus, who had introduc'd ſuch numerous Cat 
ruptions, as were ſufficient to ſet the World q 
Flames, and to produce the worſt kinds of. Diſſe 
tions and Diſtractions; and in that Tyrant's Reign 
alone we are aſſur'd, that the whole State of i 
Roman Empire was chang'd from the golden to thi 
iron Age: Which may ſerve for a Confirmation d 
that important Truth, That Princes can caul 
« greater Miſchiefs after their Deaths , than the 
« can poflibly do while they live. Pertinax dy 
in the 946th Year of the City, 217 after the Seu 
ment of the Empire by Auguſtus, 193 after our d 
viour's Nativity, 122 after the Deſtruction of 7 
ruſalem by Titus, and 97 after the laſt of 
Twelve Czſars, which preceded the moſt rem 
able Change that ever before happen d in the 
man Empire. 1 
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CHAP. Iv.“ 


Frm the Death of Pertinax, to the Death of 
Alexander, the Twenty fifth Emperor ; when 
the Empire was firſt transferr d without the 
Conſent of the Senate. | | 


Containing, the Space of about 42 Tears. 


HH E ſtrange and ſadden Death of Pertinax A. D. 
| was a Matter of great Concern and Won- 
fer to all Men; and was ſo much the more ſur- 
rizing to find a Roman Emperor of greater Power 
nd Authority than any other Prince in the World, 
ho peaceably commanded ſo many Kingdoms, 
rovinces and Armies, to be in the midſt of his 
pwn Metropolitan City and Palace in a Hoſtile 
anner, deſtroy'd by a few Soldiers, not exceed- 
ng the number of three hundred. The Citizens 
ere all in a great Confuſion, running arm'd a- 
jout the Streets with the moſt imaginable Wrath 
nd Fury, but came too late either to ſave the Em- 
kror, or to revenge his Death: For the Soldiers, 
bo committed this Villany , retir'd with great 
recipitation, and getting out of the City to the 
lt of their Companions, they expeditiouſly forti- 
jd the Camp with Ramparts and Trenches, ex- 
Ring to be attack'd in a ſhort time. But the | 
tizens wanted either the Courage or Conduc ß 
purſue them ; and the Senators and Noblemen _ 
ere ſo far from effecting any thing, that ſome 
Inify'd themſelves in their Houſes, and others 
ltily rid to their Caſtles and Eſtates in the 
euntry, not judging themſelves ſafe in the Cy: 
| | wo 
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Two Days having paſs d in this manner, the p,, 
rian Soldiers finding no Perſon dare attack then 
became more and more inſolent, and proceeded u 
an unheard of Piece of Impudence : For ſome d 
them ſtanding upon the Ramparts of the Camp, wig 
a loud Voice made Proclamation , That they wy 
diſpoſe of the Empire to whomſoever wou'd purchaſe j 
and give moſt for it. This Sale was immediate 
publiſh'd in all Parts of the City; but partly 
reaſon of the Scandal and Odium of this Proclany 
tion, and partly by reaſon of the few rich Perſon 
left in Rome by Commodus, there were but two Me 
chants found to attempt this Purchaſe, who we 
Sulpician and Julian. The former was a Conſul 
Perſon, Prefect of the City, and Son in-Law to th 
late Emperor Pertinax ; and the latter was likeyil 
a Conſular Perſon, a great Lawyer, and the wealth 
eſt Man in the City. 4 
When the Proclamation was firſt publiſh'd int 
City, Julian, with his Wife and Daughter, wet 
then entertaining ſome Friends at a Dinner, and! 
the Height of their Mirth and Jollicy, he was cout 
ſell'd by the reſt, ſince he had more ready Mt 
ney than any other in Rome, Not to loſe the 0 
portunity of ſo noble a Purchaſe, and ſo valuable a Jeb 
@ the Roman Empire was, but to go immediateh| 
the Camp, and bargain with the Soldiers to chooſe i 
Emperor. Fulian being raviſh'd with the dazill 
Proſpects of Rule and Empire, immediately a 
from the Table, and haſtned to the Camp, win 
he found Sulpician arriv'd before him, ſollicih 
the Soldiers to make him Emperor, promilii 
them a large Sum of Money, with many ol 
Favours and Rewards: And the only. Impedimet 
was his being Son-in-Law to Pertinax, whom tl 
had flain, therefore they ſtood in ſome Feat! 
him. Their Suſpicions were increas'd by the l 
ſinuations of Julian, who with great Lernen 
_ adi 
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advisd them, To beware of chooſing One, who. when be 
bd Opportunity, wou'd undoubtedly revenge the Death 
{ Pertinax ; and further promis d them an immenſe 


1 Frrm that they. were in when Commodus was 


ccepted by the Soldiers, and Fulian with Ladders 
eceiv'd into the Fortifications, where they ſwore 


wich the whole Body of the Pretorian Cohorts, 
hich conſiſted of about Ten thouſand, all rang'd 
n ſuch Order, as if they were going to Battle ; for 
hey much ſuſpected the People. As Julian enter d 


e Citizens, though they dugſt make no Reſiſtance, 
us d to approve of the Election, according to 
uſtom, and curſs d him, and threw Stones at him. 
ing conducted to the Senate -Houſe, to the Sena- 
rs then preſent, he made a remarkable Speech to 


bum of Money, which be bad in readineſs, which ſhou'd_ 
immediately ; produc d, and divided amongſt them ; 
1d that he wou'd reſtore all things to the {ame Order. 


ue d. Theſe infamous Propoſals were at laſt 


he City, the Soldiers with their drawn Swords, and 
ny Acclamations, proclaim'd him Emperor; but 


bedience to him, and acknowledg d him as Em- 
zror. Then performing the ordinary Ceremonies 
d Sacrifices, he enter d the City, accompanied 


lis Effect, Tu want an Emperor, and 1 am the fit- Julian 


ile to diſplace Sulpician and to make Fulians Son- 
Law, Repantinus, Prefect of the City. Thus 
4 the greateſt and moſt glorious: Empire on this 
le Heaven, which had coſt the beſt Blood in the 


ſorld to eſtabliſh, ſhamefully expos d to publick 
le, and purchas d by a Sum leſs than a Million of 


Ir Money. 


Didins Fulian was Grandſon to the famous 


aher of that Name, who compos'd the perpe- 
l Edict in the Reign of Adrian, and had paſs'd 


through | 


| Perſon you can cbooſe. Which Speech being made Ex- 
ackd with ſo many Soldiers, caus d the Senate to fr. 
Imit and acknowledge him for Emperor, and like- 
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make the beſt of his great Riches which be haf 


ning the Soldiers grew daily more audacious 


peror, was his own particular Avarice-and Pei 


ble, that he often ſnpp'd only on Pulſe and Hei 


Ls % * 


The Roman Hiſtory, Boch 
through many conſiderable Offices, both Milan 
and Civil ; and now declining in Years, in d 
ch Year of his Age, he had lived retiredly i 
Rome to enjoy the Benefit of his former Toils, af 


ſcrap'd together. In theſe Circumſtances he beow 
his Reign; and as though the Empire had deſcent 
ed to him by Right of Inheritance, and be hy 
gain'd the Hearts of all his Subjects, he gave hit 
ſelf up to Eaſe and Inactivity, and ſhew'd him 
extreamly negligent and regardleſs of the tronh 
ſome Affairs of the Publick. And notwithſtay 
ing he was mild and affable, and did no Ini 
or ſhew'd any Cruelty while he reign'd, yet 
ſoon contracted the Hatred of the Soldiers byli 
backwardneſs in performing his ſeveral" Promi 
The Money promis'd prov'd exceeding prejudid 


to the Empire; for from this Occaſion and Beg 


regardleſs of their Prince; ſo that their Covert 
neſs and Contempt of their Emperors encteaſitf 
frequently ended in ſhedding of their Blood, 
hopes of a greater Advantage from the nett 
ceſſor. But what added to their Hatred of the 8 


riouſneſs, which Spartian tells us was ſo rem 


and if any had ſent him à Pig or Hare, he mil 
it ſerve for three Days. The People of Rome d 
tinually hated him, becauſe he was choſen dl 
made Emperor by the very Murderers of Pen 
whom all lov'd and admir'd ; and they wer 
Opinion that he was acceffary to his Death, ol 
declaring, That be had ſtole the Empire. 80 l 
whenever he went out of his Palace, the Pe 
openly pour'd out their Imprecations againſt l 
which he patiently endur'd, ſometimes with Sil 
beckoning with his Hand for them to com? 


1 


lap. V. JIULIANI XX. | 
im, and making ſhew of great Love and Aﬀe- 
don towards them. But theſe Acts of Courteſie 

dud avail nothing, but rather increas'd their 
red ; ſo that ſtanding at a publick Time to 
hold certain Games and Sports, the People una- 
imouſly proclaim'd Pecennius Niger, Emperor, 

ho was then Governour of Syria, imploring his 
tant Aſſiſtance to procure them Liberty; for 

Il which Inſolencies Julian ſhew'd no great Con- 
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ern, 1 

The Peoples Hatred of Julian, and their ex- 

xding Deſire of a Change, gave Niger then in 

ia, a fair Opportunity of promoting his own 

erelt, which he did not doubt to eſſect, being a 

erlon of Years and Reputation, and one who had 

ad great Offices and Governments, as well as 

rform'd many noble and memorable Exploits. 

e was belov'd by the People for the Fame of his 

illom and Clemency, and the Report of his 

itating Pertinax in his Life and Government. 

ing thus ſtrengthned in his Intereſts, , he eaſily 

rſuaded his Army in Syria to proclaim him Em- 

ror againſt Julian; and taking upon him the Niger pre- 
ms and Enſigns of the Empire, he was acknow- «aimed 
gd by the Kings and Porentates of Aſia, who . 7 A 
t him Ambaſſadors as to a lawful Prince. ar 
ut the ſame time, and with almoſt the ſame 
etences, Septimius Severus, A valiant Warrior and 
mmander of the German Legions, ſeeing the 

bpire thus obnoxious to every Man's Power and 
nbition, refoly'd to Attempt it againſt the reſt of 
Pretenders, eſpecially fince of the two who 
already ſeiz'd on it, Niger was negligent and 

ure, and Fulian' hated and deſpis d. reams alſo 
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ourag d in this Attempt by ſome Dreams, he 
a while concgald his Deſigns, but in the Pre- 
ce of his Army ſeverely inveigh'd againſt the 
elorian Cohorts, for murdering their e 

rince 


many. 


by his Soldiers; therefore he extoll'd him to 
utmoſt, and eaſily perſwaded them to revenge 


And Seve- Enſigns, he publiſh'd, That he wou'd revenge 
tus inGer- Death of Pertinax, and thereupon took upon hit 
People of Rome. So that at one and the ſame tin 
there were no leſs than three Emperors in the] 
having only the conſtrain'd Authority of they 


nate, and the other two the Power of 'their d 


riv'd firſt at Rome; but Julian ſhew'd no git 


not knowing or regarding theſe Progreſſes ol! 


. The Roman. Hiſtory, + Book ; 


Prince Pertinax, who he knew was much beloy] 


Death of bim who was once their ſucceſsful Gan 
in Illyricum. Whereupon the Army immediate 
proclaim'd him Emperor, which he ſeem d unyj 
ling to accept; but at laſt aſſuming the Impe 


ſelf the Name of Pertinax, which much ftrengl 
ned his Intereſt, both in his Army and among 


man Empire, or rather three Uſurpers; the fort 


Armies. | 
The News of Niger's Revolt and Pretenſions} 


Concern for that, ſatisfying himſelf with fend 
to have him executed; but underſtanding 1 
ſucceſsful Progreſs of ſo formidable a Rival a 
verus, he was exceedingly terrify'd ; and with f 
ny Sollicitations procured the Senate to procll 
him a Rebel, and that the Fathers ſhould i 
certain Ambaſſadors, to cauſe the Army to al 
don Severus, and ſtand by him whom the Sen 
had already confirm'd; ſending at the ſame tl 
Catulinus to remove Severus, and ſucceed hin 
his Office. But Severus by his great Policy 1 
Induſtry had. ſecur'd himſelf from all ſuch 5 
rempts ; and had ſufficiently aſſurd himſelf of 
Love of his Friends, and the Fidelity of all 
ſtrong Places in his Province reſolving with! 
utmoſt Expedition to march with his Forces 
realy to Rome, where he knew how little 7 
was belov'd. At the ſame time Niger in 5 


„„ became negligent in his Affairs; and ſeeing 
imſelf attended and ſerv'd by Kings, rich in 


old and Silver, mighty in Power and Arms; 


lov 
) if 


ume, and gave himſelf to Feaſtings and Luxury 
Antioch. In the mean time the March of Se- 
r with his Army began to rouze Julian from 
b drowſie Slumber ; who putting himſelf in 
ms, apply'd himſelf wholly to make albneceſ- 
ry Proviſions for a War; in which he found 
ay diſcouraging Proſpects. The Prætorian Sok 
ers wanted Experience and Diſcipline, and were 


ple of Rome and the Equites repair'd to him 


the WW) lowly and unwillingly, by reaſon of his in- 


eir o rous Title to the Empire: And the Iralian Ci- 


and Towns, being for ſo many Ages cover'd 


th the Ruſt of Peace and Plenty, wou'd make 
conſiderable Oppoſition or Reſiſtance. The 
ef Friends of Julian advis d him with all poſſi- 
Expedition to meet Severus in his March, and 
p his Paſſage over the Alps, but Falian being 
founded with Multiplicity of Buſineſs, and 
ning either the Courage or the Conduct for 
ſigorous an Attempt, made the beſt Proviſion 
bis own Defence in Rowe. But in theſe Pre- 
tions he was ſuddenly ſurpriz'd with the News 
everys's Entrance into Italy; and that the grea- 
part of the Cities had receiv'd him, and yield- 
im Obedience. The People of Rome ſeeing 
lucceſsful Progreſs of Severus, and finding Ni- 


5 and more earneftly wiſh'd for the Ruin 

(14), | . : 

Wo: finding himſelf reduc'd to theſe Straits, 

nd the Conſent of the Senate to write and 

Ambaſſadors to Severus, offering to make 

lis Equal and Companion in the Empire; 
B b bur 


pholly confided in the Love of the People of 


erated and diffolv'd in Eaſe and Luxury: The | 


ery negligent in Alia, began to approve of his 


16g 
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but Severus not ſatisfy'd with a Part, rejeed h 
Propoſals, knowing himſelf to be of greater pom 

than Julian, though ſupported by the Authority 

the Senate, who now perceiving his little Conde 

and leſs Strength, began to abandon him. &; 
though he only deſired that the Veſtal Ving 
(which were never ſent but in the laſt Extrenig 

might be ſent to appeaſe Severus, and beg nn li 
commodation ; yet the Senate would not yiel 

| alledging, That he was unworthy to govern who cu 

not defend the Empire by bis Arms. Whereupon } 

lian reſolving to make one vigorous Puſh, iy 

great Rage ſent for Soldiers out of the Camy, 

force the Senate into a Compliance, or deli 

them in the Houſe, but all without Effed. 

that the Matter came to that Iſſue, that Jul 
confounded with ill Succeſs, and void of all] 

lief and Aſſiſtance, was conſtrain'd to retire 

his Palace, generally abandon d, except by ak 
Soldiers. The Senate thereupon was aflembled 
cording to the ancient Cuſtom by the Cal 

where the Fathers unanimouſly -decreed, Th} 

lian ſhoud be depriv d of the Empire, and dem 

be proclaim'd Emperor; and ſome of the prind 
Senators were {ent to Severus, to yield him 
dience, and offer him the Arms and Enfigns 

the Empire. Then ſpreading a Report that 7 

had poiſon'd himſelf, they commanded him 90 

ſlain in his Palace, where the unfortunate In 

ror was found diſarm'd, with ſome few al 
Friends, ſervilely weeping like a Child. While 
Meſſengers ſeiz'd on him, he thus expoſtul 

with them, bat Crime have I committed? 

Man have I ſlain? But all in vain ; for the) k 

ing him into the ſecret Baths of the Palace, 
Neck being ſtretched forth after the mannd 
The Death Condemn'd Criminals, his Head was ſtruck 6 
of Jullan, Au. Victor relates it, and afterwards ſet up 7 
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urt, where the Cauſes were pleaded. This was h 
e miſerable End of Didius Julian the Twentieth 
mperor of Rome, after a ſhort Reign of only two 4 
onths and eight Days, though ſome ſay more; = 
petlon who being rich, honourable and ancient, A 
bis fooliſh and ſhameful purchaſing the Empire, ' 
rely waſted his Eſtate, irreparably ruin'd his Re- | 
uation, and ignominiouſly loſt his Life. 


Il. The Death of Julian gave a general Satiſ- J. D. 
gion to the City; and the nearer Severus ap- 193. 
oach'd, the more forward was each Perſon in 
flifying his Submiſſion. The Ambaſſadors from 
e Senate met him on his March, and in the | 
ame of the Senate and People of Rowe yielded geverus 
m Obedience, gave him the Enſigns of the Em- mad: Em- 
re, and the Title of Auguſtus, and certify'd him fror. 
the Death of Julian. He receiv'd the Embaſſy 
the Preſence of his Army rang'd in Order, 
ting Preſents to the Ambaſſadors; and enter - 
ning them honourably, continu'd his March to- 
ds Rome, where his coming was dreaded both 
| the Soldiers and Citizens; the former for mur- 
ing his Friend Pertinax, and the latter for ma- 
g Choice of Niger for their Emperor. Severas 
he came near to the City, ſent Orders to all the 
etorian Soldiers to come forth and receive him 
aceably, leaving their Arms in their Camp; all 
ich was readily obey' d, in hopes of pleaſing and 
eaſing him by their. joyful Obſervance of his 
mmands. But concealing his Deſigns from all 
t a few of his chief Commanders, he attended | 
ar coming in a particular Place choſen for that 
poſe ; where, upon their coming forwards with 
aches of Laurel to pay him Homage, they were 
enly ſurrounded by his Army: And making 
ſnort Speech to them, he reproach'd them with 
eir barbarous and infamous Practices towards the 
B b 2 | Emperor 


| + 
The Roman Hiſtory, Book 
Emperor and Empire, commanded them to be in 
mediately ſtript of all their Military Habilimen 
depriv'd them of the very Name and Honour 
Soldiers, and baniſh'd them a Hundred Miles fro 
Rome: A Puniſhment, tho' ſignal and exempla 
yet not equal to the Heinouſneſs of their Cring 
particularly their villanous Murder of their Sore 
reign Maſter, and their ſhameful degrading of th 
Honour of the Roman Empire. Shortly after, $ 
wverws made his Entry into Rome with his who 
Army, where the Number and Order of his 
diers was both a noble and a formidable Sigh 
He was met at the Gates by the Senate, who 
luted him after the uſual manner, and the Peop 
receiv'd him with great Bleſſings and Applaul 
notwithſtanding nothing was more odious to t| 
Romans than ſuch an armed and warlike Entrang 
Having perform'd the accuſtom'd Solemnities, ut 
viſited the Temples, he enter'd the Imperial Palad 
and the next Day aſſembling the Senate, he repair 
to the Houſe with ſeveral Armed Men. He th 
made a ſmooth and ingenious Speech, prof 
his Intention was to govern with true Tuſtic « 
Clemency, and according to the Preſcriptions of 
toninus Philoſophus; exruſing himſelf for aſim 
the venerable Name and Anthority of Emperor, 1 
out their Conſents firſt obtain d; alledging be dil 
purely to revenge the Death of Pertinax, and 1 
them from the Tyranny of Julian, 4 Perſon 1 
unworthy to govern that Empire, which be had 
chasd woth Money, and not Merits, Which | 
Speeches and Promiſes gave a general Satisfach 
to the Fathers, though ſome of them were not 
norant of the Subtilty of his Temper, as wel 
the worthineſs of his Actions. 
Septimius Severus was by Birth an African, it 
City of Leptis, and was the only legal Empem 
that Country; His: Father's Name was G4, 
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hat were both Conſuls. He was about 47 Years 
Age when he enter'd upon the Empire, and 
ad before attain d by his Induſtry to be Quæſtor, 


eral Commands and Charges, wherein he pur- 
had the Name and Reputation of a valiant, wiſe 
| excellent Commander. He was likewiſe tru- 
commended for his Wit and Learning, his Pru- 
ence and Policy, and his Vigour and Hardineſs; 
ut at the ſame time juſtly condemn'd for his Pu- 
Craft and Diſſimulation, his Treachery and 
fidelity, and his Severity and Cruelty ; for 
hich he is obſerv'd by Spartian truly to anſwer 
Name, Vere Pertinax, were Severus : In ſum, his 
emper and Circumſtances diſpos'd. him to the 
formance both of the greateſt Acts, and the 
vodieſt Severities. He had no ſooner enter'd 
on the Empire, but he vigorouſly ſet about 
e Reformation of Abuſes in the City ; and 
eedily made choice of new Men for the Præto- 
m Cohorts and Guards, in the room of 'thoſe 
eady caſhier d. He ſeiz d upon all the Children 
ſuch Men as had Commands, or were in Au- 
City in the Eaſt; or in Aſia, and detain'd them 
Pledges of their Father's Loyalty. And making 
dlemn Funeral for the Emperor Pertinax, in me- 
ry of the good old Man, he more publickly 
Mk upon him the Surname of Pertinax ; decla- 
g, That he wou'd not only aſſume bis Name, but 
imitate his Vertues. He gave many Gifts and 
wards to his Soldiers, and alſo to the People 
kame; and according to the Cuſtom of New- 
ted Emperors , made large Diſtributions and 


„ to two principal Men of Rome, calld Probus 


tim, he usd ſuch Methods that they were 
= B b 3 both 


; Mother's Fulvis Pia, who had two Brothers 


[:ibune, Prætor, Proconſul, and Conſul, holding 


natives. He alſo marry'd two Daughters he 


tin; and having beſtow'd large Dowries 


* 
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both made Conſuls. And whereas at that tin 
there Was a great Scarcity of Corn in Rome, | 
took ſuch prudent Care, and with ſuch Expeditig 
that the City in ſhort time was ſufficiently pr 
ded and fſupply'd ; which provident Coutf 
always fo carefully obſerv'd, that 'during all 
times of his Abſence and his whole Reign, thi 
never was any Want. All theſe and many oi 
Eſtabliſhments he made in the ſpace of only thi 
Days; reſolving with all poſſible Expedition 
march againſt Niger in the Eaſt, a formidableRi 
who wanted neither Forces nor Valour to ſupy 
his Intereſt and Pretenſions. 

Before the Emperor began his March, bein 
Man of great Wiſdom and Foreſight, he took 
ticular Care to ſecure all the Provinces behind 
and ſent a new Governor and Legions into 
to guard that Province from any Invaſion of Ny 
by Way of egypt and Lybia. But his greateſt 
was from Clodius Albinus, Commander of the | 
gions in Britain, a Perſon of an illuſtrious Fan 
and generally beloy'd ; therefore'to ſecure hs 
tereſt and Amity, he politickly gave him the 
of Cæſar and his Succeſſor, beſeeching him by 

N ters, as the worthieſt Perſon, to take care of the Bl 

oo ” of Rome, ſince himſelf was grown aged and deci 

t and his Children in a manner Infants. And 1un 
to deceive him, he wrote in the ſame Stile to 
Senate, order'd Money to be coin'd witl 
Image, erected him Statues, and gave him d 
Honours. Theſe ſubtle Artifices almoſt traut 
ed Albinus ; Who vainly believing he ſhou'd} 
that with Eaſe, which he deſign'd to attemft 
Force, loſt his moſt advantageous Opporrutl 

; and made no conſiderable Attempts till Se 

2 was in a full Capacity of reſiſting him. 

Spedition wich the RF he cou nd the 

1 greateſt Force he cou d raiſe, a 

Niger. moſt Expedition marchd towafds the Eaſt t0 
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poſe Niger 3 who underſtanding the Succeſs of Se- 
Er», rouz'd himſelf from his foft and luxurious 
Jelights, and with great Diligence and Expedition 
made Preparations to reſiſt him: he ſent a conſide- 
able Force to ſecure the Paſſages between Europe 
and Aſia, and to take in the great City Byzantium ; 
and alſo ſent for Succours from the Kings of Ar- 
ia, Parthia, and other Kings and Potentates of 
he Eaſt ; from whom, and from the Provinces un- | 
ger his Subjection, he gather'd a powerful and 1 
umerous Army. Thus the World was divided in- 
otwo Factions, and there began a War as ſevere 
5 any in the former Ages of the Roman State, be- 8 
ng carry'd on in many Parts both by Sea and 1 
and, and highly remarkable both for the Valour 
ff the Commanders, and the Power and Number 
ff the Forces. Severus in his Paſſage from 6 9 
nto Alia was extreamly incommoded and moleſt- 
d by the Forces of Niger, under the Command 
f a valiant General call'd Æmilian; who having 
Irawn together all the Forces that Niger had gi- 
en him, and likewiſe what he cou'd levy out of 
e Provinces of Aſia Minor, advantageoully at- 
ackd Severus in his Paſſage ; but after many Skir- 
ilhes, being forc'd to a general Battel, Æmilian 
% with much Bloodſhed overthrown, and all his 
roops diſpers'd. . | | 
After this Battel, the vanquiſh'd Troops which 
lap'd, retired all to Niger, who with all his 
orces was then at the City of Antioch ; from 
Nence he remoy'd to meet with Severus upon his 
ach ; and advancing towards him, afrer ſome 
lirmiſhes, and ſmaller Encounters, both Armies 
ew up, according to Herodian , in a ſpacious 
ain near the Bay of Iſus, where Alexander the 
rat firſt vanquiſh'd Darius. Here infinite Num- 
of all ſorts of People were gather'd together 
pon the Tops of the adjacent Monntains to view 
Bb 4 | this 
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this important Battel, which in this Place yy 
agreed to be fought by the braveſt Generals, the 
greateſt Forces, and the beſt Soldiers then in the 
World. The Battel began with exceeding Sha. 
neſs and Fury on both ſides, and continu'd th 
greateſt parr of the Day without any apparen 
Advantage; by which means the Number of th 
Slain and Wounded was ſo great, that the Stream 
of Water which ran through the Fields were f. 
diſtain'd with the Blood of Men and Horſes, th; 
they ſeem'd to haye loſt their Nature, as vel 
as their Colour. In fine, after a moſt obſtinat 
Fight, the Experience and Diſcipline of Seven 
Troops prevail'd againſt the numerous Forces d 
Niger, who though he had fail'd in no Pois 
which a good Commander ought to obſerve, wi 
totally overthrown, and in his flight was taken 
by the Soldiers of Severus, who {truck off his Hex 
and inſultingly carry'd it through the Camp vpa 
the Point of a Launce. Thus fell Peſcennius Nin 
who is noted to haye been a valiant and applaud 
ed Tribune, an excellent and expert Colonel, 
ſevere and upright General , a wiſe and faithi 
Conſul, and in all things happy, and ſuccelslul 
but only unfortunate in being Emperor, nd 
knowing how to govern himſelf in ſo exalted 
Station. Severus immediately advertis'd the vena 
of this great Viaory, commanding that the Vil 
and Children of Niger ſhou'd be baniſſ d fit 
Rome, and as a Conqueror perform'd his Plealul 
upon the Vanquiſh'd, deſtroying without Meng 
great Numbers of thoſe who had join'd with N 
ger, and particularly demoliſh'd the great ( 
Antioch, which in a ſpecial manner had aided u 
aſſiſted his Adverſary, On the contrary he gl 
large Gifts and Rewards to ſuch as had been fe 
viceable to him, ſpeedily repairing the Damag 
which ſeyeral Cities of his Patty had ſuſtaig'd f 


I 
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te Forces of Niger; and in all theſe Actions, as no 


Mznces, and perſceuting Enemies, ſo no Man 
nore grateful and bountiful in rewarding of Friends 
1d Alliſtants. After this Victory he found no Re- 
{ance in the Eaſtern Provinces of the Empire, 
ut the Parthians , the Perſianz , and the Adiabe- 
in, (very powerfull Nations) out of Love to 


ly took up Arms againſt Severus, who expedi- 
ouſly march'd againſt them in Perſon, had many 


ch ſignal Victories over them, that he both en- 
re'd the Roman Name and Empire, and eſta- 
liſh'd Peace in the Eaſt. „ 

re, „ After theſe ſeveral Succeſſes, Severus now con- 
take led how he might beſt ſecure the Empire to his 


lan cou'd ſhew himſelf more ſevere in puniſhing 


ge, and Hatred to the Raman Name, immedi- 


atels and Incounters with them, and obtain'd 


s Heu nily, which could not be throughly effected 


p up hie AIbinus continu'd Ceſar, and had fo good a 
Nille to it; having beſides gain'd the Affections of 
pplaudiWJy-ny of the Nobility, who judg'd him more wor- 
onel, of the Empire than him who now poſleſs'd it. 
faith er which Reaſons Severus reſolv'd to. remove 
celslul n; but judging open War not ſo expedient at 


r, 08s Juncture, he firſt attempted his Deſign by Trea- 
ery, ſending ſome Meſſengers, who, under Co- 
ur of bringing Letters, were deſign'd to diſpatch 


n. Albinus being advertis'd of the Deſigns of 


0k himſelf to open Force, and proclaim'd him- 
Emperor; having a very great Force, and a 
werful Intereſt ro ſupport his Pretenſions. The 
ws of this being carry'd to Severus in the Eaſt, 
being of a haughty and ambitious Temper, 
d but a ſmall Concern for theſe Difficulries ; 
d letting all things in order in theſe Parts, with 
Army he ſet forwards towards Rome, with de- 
nato march againſt Albinus, as agaiult an Uſur- 

2 6 per 


Albinus 


verus againſt him, prevented the. Attempt, be- proclaim'd 


Emperor 
by hs Sol- 
dierss” 


* 
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per and a Rebel. He continu'd his Marches ial 1 
out intermiſſion, equally regardleſs of the mf 
parching Heats, and the moſt rigorons Colds , f 

ten marching bare over the higheſt Mountain; zl «| 
the midſt of Snow, to excite his Soldiers by hi 
Perſonal Deportment. And paſſing from Afi ing 
Europe, over the Streight at Bizantium, ſincè call 
Conſtantinople , he wholly deſtroy'd that might 
City, and levell'd it with the Ground, becauſe; n: 
had vigorouſly reſiſted his Forces when he march 2; 
againſt Niger; and ſo that famous City contin »» 
deſolate bs above 130 Years, till the Reign o 
Conſtantine the Great. In the mean time, Albiny: ll #: 
ing advertis'd of Severus's March towards Rome, Wl pu 
remov'd out of Britain into Gaul, where with li 
new-rais'd Forces he had a very powerful Arm 
part of which he ſent to guard the difficult Palk 
of the Alb, to hinder the March of 'Seyerss, wi 
he underſtood was arriv'd at Rome, and was ne 
upon the March to meet him, Before which tin 
Severus had put Niger's Children to Death, toentit 
guiſh the very Memory of his Enemy; and gout H: 
to the Wars, he appointed his Eldeſt Son Ba sel 
Caracalla Caracalla for his Succeſſor, and entitled him CA. 
_ Cz* changing his Name to Aurelius Antoninus, and Me 
perſing large Donatives and Diſtributions to M0 
People and Soldiers; this was done about the N. 

Year of his Reign, A. D. 199. 
Severus drawing near to his Enemies, the V 

| began with great Vigour and Severity on d 

Severus“? Sides, and about the Alps, Severuss Captains We 
Expedition gyerthrown in ſeveral Skirmiſhes and Encountil 
again Al Aſter he had with great Diffrculry paſs d td 
your Mountains, the War was kindled in ſeveral Pat 
and in many Conflits and Skirmiſhes Fort 
ſhew'd her ſelf very variable, giving Victories n 
Advantages to either Party: Till at laſt, nen 
City Lugdunum or Lions, where Albinus was lodgl 


VA 
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both Commanders drawing together their whole . 
Force and Power, they fought one of the moſt 
ſharp and bloody Battels that was ever recorded in 
the Roman Story; which continu'd the greateſt 
part of the Day without any Appearance of Diſ- 
proportion or Advantage on either Side. Ar 
length the Victory ſeem'd to incline ro Albinas, : 
whoſe Troops fought with that Rage and Obſti- | 
nacy, that they forc'd Sewverus's Men to retire, fa | 
aj they began to fly : And at the ſame time Seve- 
us Horſe fell with him, every Man giving him 
for loſt ; ſo that Albinus's Soldiers began to cry Vi- 
fry, Victory! without obſerving any Regularity in 
purſuing their Advantage. But the Battel was ſoon 
reſtor'd by Lætus, one of Severuss Commanders, 
who till then with a conſiderable Party had kept 
himſelf in Reſerve, deſigning to deſtroy both Par- | 
ries, and to ſer up himſelf. His unexpected com- | 
ing in, chang'd the Face of Affairs, and reſcu'd 
Severus, who charg'd with that Fury and Exact- | 
neſs, that he ſoon pluck'd the Victory out of the 
Hands of Z41binws's Soldiers, who accounting them- 
ſelves Conquerors, had obſerv'd no exact Order: 
And this was ſo well ſeconded, that ſhortly after 
the Albinians were put to Flight; and Severus vi- 73, oy 
porouſly purſuing the Advantage, cut off great throw and 
Numbers even to the Gates of the City of Lugdu- Dealb of 
mm. The City was ſoon enter'd, and Albinas Albinus. 
taken Priſoner, whoſe Head was ſtruck off, and 
drought to Severus; who receiv'd it with exceed- 
Ing Satisfaction ; and writing to the Senate and 
People of Rome, he ſent it thither, commanding it 
to be ſet upon a Pole in the publick Forum. We 
ae told that he barbarouſly inſulted over the dead 
body of Albinu, riding many Times over it. upon 
a furious Horſe , and caſt it all diſmally mangled 
Into the River Rboſue, together with the Carcaſſes 
df his Wife and Children, whom he commanded 
| to 


:& 
7 
' i 
n 
| 
| 
1 
1 
[ 
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- which aſſiſted Albinus were ſoon ſubdu'd and . 


Neglect of ill Emperors contracted Sloth and Av 
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to be ſlain. All Senators on the contrary Party 
who were ſlain in Battel, he commanded to þ 
guarter'd ; and ſuch as were taken alive, were im. 
mediately executed; as likewiſe were the Kink 
men and Friends of Albinus, together with many 
of the principal Noblemen of Gaul and Spain. Ap 
infinite Number of Sacrifices were made to his Fy. 
ry and Revenge, which render'd this Emperor ex. 
tremely odious to ſome, and no leſs terrible to mz. 


. 9 1 8 
After this Victory, all the Cities and Place 


duc d to Obedience; and Severus leaving Gaul and 
Germany in Peace, and ſending the ordinary Legi. 
ons into Britain to keep the Inhabitants in ſubj 
ction, he return d to Rome, his Breaſt {till glowing 
with a Malignant Heat againſt the Remains of 
Albinuss Faction. He enter d the City in a trium- 
phant Manner with his whole Army, where be 
was received with great Appearance of Joy and $ 
tisfaction, though the People ſtood in great Feat 
of him. He firſt beſtow'd greater Rewards than 
ordinary upon his Soldiers, giving them not. only 
Money, but alſo ſuch Privileges as accidentally 
ſtrengthned his own Authority, but provy'd ex: 
tremely prejudicial to the Publick, For the Sol. 
diers having formerly through the Looſneſs and 


rice, were by theſe Incouragements {till more in- 
Cited to violate the Sovereignty, to depoſe, deſtroy; 
and ſet up whom they pleas d. Now Severus ad- 
ded more Fuel to the Flame, augmented their Ak 
lowance of Corn, gave them Licence to wear Gold 
Rings, as Equites or Knights, and to marry and 
maintain Wives; which broke in pieces the Relich 
of the Ancient Diſcipline, and caus' d -innumert 
ble Miſchiefs and Bloodſheds in the State. Aftet 


theſe Rewards Severus enter'd the Senate, ay ; 
l 


= 
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piſgrace of that venerable Aſſembly, he renew d 
the Titles and Memory of the Tyrant Commodas, 
geſtroy'd his Murtherers, call'd himſelf his Brother, 
and made him to be canoniz'd and ador'd as a 
God, He alſo condemn'd to Death a great Num- 
her of the Nobility of Rome, who had been either 


the Friends of Albinus, or of his Party; producing 
Letters which he ſaid were written by them, 


wherein they had offer'd their Perſons and Eſtates 


to the Service of Albinas; alledging other Reaſons 
and Proofs, of which ſome are ſuppos'd to have 
teen forg d. He us'd the like Severity to many 
Eminent Perſons of Niger's Party; and in this ma- 
ny conſiderable Matrons and Roman Ladies cou'd 
not eſcape his Fury. He pretended to act in this 


rdian tells us, he was/urg'd on by a more pre- 


none of the Emperors, he ſays, was ſo totally en- 
awd. By all which Executions he extreamly in- 
fich d himſelf by the Eſtates and Goods of the 
ondemn'd Perſons, of which ſome was diſtribu- 
ed to others ; but he principally inrich'd and ad- 
ancd a Favourite of his calld Plautian, an A- 


frican by Birth, and his Countryman, whom he 
ade Præfect of the Prætorian Soldiers, and after- 
wards marry'd his eldeſt Son Caracalla to his Daugh- 


er Plautina, He likewiſe ſhew'd himſelf very li- 


eral and bountiful, beſtowing great Favours upon 


any others, and endeavouring to become popu- 
a and acceptable to all Men; and to that End he 
ade the nobleſt Entertainments, and the moſt 
demn Games that ever were made in Rome, and 
1 large Quantities of Money among the 
eople. 

Sever ſtaid not long in Rome; for underſtand- 


ag that Affairs were unſettled in A/, particularly 


hat the Parthians had invaded the Frontiers of 7 8 
| "a 


Affair by the Dictate of Juſtice and Revenge; but 
ailing Paſſion which he had for Money, to which 
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Expedition 
in the Eaſt. 


lerity departed towards the Eaſt, tho' Aged inf 


gave ſuch Hoſtages as he required. Whereupag 


Severus's 


| Conqueſt, becauſe the Romam ſtood in great 
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Empire, and being deſirous of Honour, and to h; 
reveng'd of ſome Kings who had aſſiſted his Eng 
my Niger; he with his accuſtom'd Vigour and q 


Gouty. Being arrivd in 4% ſooner than any 
cou'd expect him, he immediately began the . 
in Armenia, marching againſt Barſenius King of th 
Atreni, who had been a particular Friend to Nn: 
The King of Armenia durſt make no Reſiſtance] 
but ſent the Emperor Preſents, ſued for Peace, aul 


this valiant Emperor turn'd his Forces againſt 4, 
bia Felix, where there was then a Mutiny, and took 
and plunder'd ſeveral Cities; and from thence 
turn'd againſt the Frontiers of the Atreni, and in 
veſted the City of Atræ, the Metropolis of th; 
Country. But being unable to take it ſoon, hy 
reaſon of its Strength and Proviſion, and the excel 
ſive Heats, he immediately put to Sea, and ſuccel 
fully landed upon the Coaſts of the Parthians and 
the Perſians ; and with a wonderful Expedition 
ſieg d the famous City Ctiſipban, where King 4n 
banus lay with all his Family and Riches. At 
many vigorous Attacks and Encounters, and mud 
Bloodſhed on both Sides, he enter'd the City 
Force of Arms; and the King eſcaping by Flight 
his Children and Treaſure fell all into the Har 
of Severus; which was accounted the more fg 


Fear of the Parthians, than of any other Nationil 
the World. Severus immediately wrote to the“ 
nate, advertiſing the Fathers of his Victories Wl 
Succeſſes, and ſent them a particular Deſcriptid 
of the Countries, Cities, Rivers and Mountains 
had paſs'd, and what Battels and Skirmiſhes he i 
fought, all drawn and painted upon Tables, | 
which he obtain'd the Sirnames of Arabicus, I 
thicus and Adiabenicus., After thefe Advantag 
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e bountifully rewarded his Soldiers; and coming 

nto Paleſtine, he there forbad any under the ſeve- 

eſt Penalties to become Fews. From thence he 

ent into Egypt, being deſirous to view the famous 

yramids, and other ancient Monuments of that 

ountry ; deſigning ſhortly after to return to Rowe 

Triumph. | 

During the Emperor's Abſence, his Favourite 

autian, whom he had made Governor of the Ci- 

V put to Death great Numbers of the Nobility 

nd Common People, among which the Chriftians 

ore 2a conſiderable, if not the greateſt Share 

hich caus'd Severus afterwards to apologize for 

imſelf ; declaring, that he had no Hand in theſe 

xecutions. The cruel and barbarous Uſage ſo 

generally practis'd againſt the Chriſtians, caus d Ter- 

lian, that eminent Champion of Chriſtianity, to 

ubliſh his famous Apology, which he dedicated to 

he Senate, and the Magiſtrates of the Roman Em- 

ice, wherein, with incomparable Eloquence, Evi- 

ence and Strength of Reaſon he pleaded the Cauſe 

che Chriſtians ; Complaining of the Unreaſonable- 

ſs and Injuſtice of their Enemies, and the irregu- 

wr Methods of their Proceedings; clearly demonſtrating 

be Vanity and Falſhood of the Crimes commonly 

ung d upon the Chriſtians, manifeſting their Meek- 

and Innocency, their Temperance and Sobriety, 

eir Piety to God, their Obedience to their Prince, the 

wndneſs of their Principles, and the Sanity of their 

ver, beyond all poſſible Exceptions. This Apology 

uch contributed towards the cooling and quali- 

ling this Calenture, eſpecially at the Return of 

he Emperor, who had never countenanc'd theſe 

werities. But not long after he turn'd his Cruelty 

painft the Chriſtians, publiſh'd Edicts againſt them 

s well as the Jews, and rais'd a moſt ſharp Perſecu- 25. fis 

on, which was the 5th General Perſecution of the General | 

hurch. This broke out in the roth Year of this Em- 1 
peror's D. 220, 


— 
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peror's Reign, 35 Years after the Beginning, or q 
Rage of the 4th Perſecution under Antoninus Ph 
fophus ; and the Chriſtians were perſecuted und 
the Notions of impious and «infamous Perſoh 
who deſign'd nothing but Treaſon and Rebellig 
againſt the State. The Emperor's Edicts were en 
=. . cuted with that Rigour and Inhumanity, that th 
I / Chriſtians in thoſe Days really beliey'd that thi 
3 Times of Antichriſt did then take Place. Amoi 
the Multicude of Martyrs that ſuffer'd under ti 
Perſecution, were Victor, Biſhop of Rome; St. 

neus, Biſhop of Lugdunum or Lyons; Leonida th 

Father of Origen, who was beheaded at Alexandrii 
Potamiæna, an Illuſtrious Virgin, and her Moth 
Marcella, who after various Torments were co 

mitted to the Flames; and Baſilides, One of th 
Officers, who led them to Execution. 

Not long after Severus triumphant Return frog 

his Parthian Expedition, laden with the Spoils aq 

Caracal'a Riches of the Eaſt, he marry'd his eldeſt Son Ci 


n Plautina, the Daughter of his principal R 


— vourite Plautian, having before made his Son Pant 
ner with him in his Tribunitial, and ſome kk 
Imperial Power. This Marriage was ſolemnis 
wholly againſt the Inclinations of Caracalla, wil 
much neglected her Society and *Converſarion 
which caus'd a great Hatred and Diſſention bt 
eween him and his Father - in- law Plautian. IA 
Favourite finding himſelf rais'd to the great 
Height, and that he was the richeſt and might 
Man in the Empire; and likewiſe perceiving tif 
Severus was aged and declining, and dreading il 
Conſequence of his Son's Succeſſion, he relolvdi 
deſtroy both Father and Son, in order to make hi 
ſelf Emperor; and to effect this Defign, he mil 
choice of a Tribune of the Prætorian CohortsR 
which he himſelf was Commander. But tif 


Treaſon was ſoon diſcoverd by the ſame * 
| I 
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ee to Severus, who receiv'd it as an incredible 
f 


ory, conceiving it only to be ſome Practice of 
i lane who ſo much hated Plautian. But being 


tamber ; Where he found the Emperor and his 


£ 


| Chamber; fal of lighted, Farches. | This un- 


1 
beverus . havin 


oni- 
nu 


| 3 86 The Ronde Al) Bos : 
xn, Pius, 120 ſince thoſe under 'Dornitian. "The 
are beliey'd to have given occaſion 99 1 120 


o 'wtite his Book, 2 2 dculir, 4 
that, de Idolulatria. The E mp 5er 
Red many noble Works and rg: 
vx and other ities; took great care of 1 — 
| and, notwithſtanding f i Crdelty 2000 and Apical 
l performd many Parts of à wi 

2 worth) Prince. He tock ſuch an ads 0a 
iq in the Preſervation of his Treaſury, =o: 
q covetous in atheritig 205 1 8 
" ſtanding his Pits e Exr _ RA, 
| and Rewards, 15 le age Mi 
| and Ttealure in his CO, 


any © 
| redecelſors. He ke and prey ; 80 
q epions of Sellichs, that thete was 10 e 
fear any Foreię 'Kitg er Nation i "the Wg 
and was fo cafeful of Proviſions, that he lk 
Rome ſuch Quantities of Wheat, Wine, aud 0 
= as were ſufficient co miintain and f 
if | City - for five: Years.” But his gitateſt + 
Cohceri was for his two Sons, Curutalls and d 
| to educate them according to thejr Quality 1 
| +» - Dignity in all worthy and virtuous Ertel 
| we a eſti | a laſting Amity between them, fort 
il had often violent ens d Diſſentions, And! 
\| Catal figntng/ the Empire för them both,” he dech 
" feet ls them his colin dy, = in à mal 
ke Empire, inveſted tllem in the ps; N in ſome) 
il cient Inſcriptions; 1800 1 and vg evo Son 
ll put together, un r he itle of re q of 
i | perors:* This was done! out the 16 
3 Reign, 4. B. ol a 
1 About che ſame dm - the Empetor real 
W N vice, that the N. 50 Anblbicns of N 
3 were up in Arms, and had been ſo ſucceſsful! 
if the tardig Leg zone were in danger ot being 
ropa, W GnRH 4 to fly the Pr * 
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e him great Uneaſineſs. But that the Empire 

n his Reign thou'd not be diminiſn'd by the loſs 
an Iſland of fuch 925 Importance, he reſolv'd 


r 
3. 


i 


j 


- 
x 
, 


5 C | ST VDV, 5 Th %% Severus F 
d go thither in Perſon, N 1k nog duty; Severus | 
jd the bettet to prevent the Enmity andTrreg! Expedition | 


7 
| 8 nr en Amn ang mee uns Bris | 
wrices of his Sons, he took them along wich him, tin. 
[he Britains underſtanding the Emperot's 'Ap- = 
roach, and dreading his Power, offer d him an 
onourable Peace; but the old Emperor had ſuch 
n infatiable deſire to obtain the glorious Title 
F britamnitus, that he Yeftis'd their Propoſals  - 
ſpon his Entrance into the" Country, he left his 
In Geta in the , Sourhern Parts of the Province, 
ich had continued in Obedience; and march d 
ich his Son Carucalla againſt the Nort bern 'Bri- 
in; and Cale4onians, where with the cutting down 
6ods, making of Bridges, draining. of Meers 
e Enemies Ambuſcades, and Sicknels, he lo 
y thouſand Men, according to Dion. The old 
peror encounter d theſe Miſeries and Difficul- 

s with exceeding Bravery, and proſecuted his 
tempts wich ſach a vigorous Reſolution, that 
foro d. them to a Peace, with the Delivery of à 
Infiderable Part of their Country, with all their 
s and Weapons. And for the better Securit 
Britain, he built, or rather much improv” 
u famous Wall begun by the Emperor Adrian, 
hich he made anſwerable co the Power and 
tandeur of the Roman Empire. At the end of 
ch Mile was a Tower, and between each Tow- 
Pipes of Braſs in the Wall convey'd the leaſt 
und from Garriſon to Garriſon without Inter- 
eon; ſo that the News of approaching Ene- 
vas immediately ſpread over the Borders, and 
aſon'd Provifion to be made for Reſiſtance. 
r this, and his Victories, he aſſum d the Title of 
tamicus Maximus, cauſing that Inſcription to be 
opd upon his own, and his Sons Coins. The 
| Cc 2 Empe- 
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can be, but it it 8 no Uſe or Service to ne 


! 


itt 
nd: 
et 
1 
fat 


Emperor after this retir'd to Ebonacum.or unt, lo 
ving the Work to be finiſh d by his Sqn; Caracal 
who by his Popularity to the Soldiers,"andjhi ex 
ceſſive Looſneſs, gave an Occaſion to the Call 
niant to break their Articles, and revolt; whid 


ſo enrag d the old diſtemper'd N that | 5 

gave Commands to make a general Maſlacre W ba 

out Diſtinction, which was executed with exceed 
ing Severity. | 


Severus having been nigh two Years in Brig 
at Eboracum, he grew weak, partly with Agen 
Travel, and partly with Grief for the itrechi 
able Life of his eldeſt Son; and daily: declinit 
he underſtood that the Soldiers deck i 
Emperor. This ſo rouz'd him, that he got hu 
ſelf immediately into, his Litter, and command 
the new Emperor, with the Tribunes and Cent 
rions, to be forthwith brought before: him, Wl 
were all ſo confounded wich the Majeſty of 
Looks, that they imp or'd Pardon upon their 
Whereupon he laid his Hands upon his on A 
crying, Know , that it it the Head tbat 11 
and not the Feet, and ſo diſmiſs d them. H 
ſtemper encreaſing, and perceiving his Death 
proaching, he cry d out, I have been all that a 


And ordering his Urn to be brought, wherein! 
Aſhes were to be inclos'd, and taking it in 
Hands, Litile Urn, ſaid he, thou ſhalt, n en 
what the . whole World ccu'd not before, Alter 
calling his Sons and his Friends about him, hem 
this remarkable Speech to them, ben I tak 
Empire upon me, I found it declining and, languif 
and now being aged and decrepid, I leave it in 4 
Irm and laſting to my Sens, if they prove Good; 
otherwiſe, feeble and ſinking. His Pains 1ncreall 
eſpecially in his Peet, ke in vain call d for ui 
according to Au. Vidlir, and then glutted W 
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ith groſs Meats, which for want of Digeſtion ſoon 1 

nded his Life. Thus died Septimius Severus, the 1% Death 

enty firſt Emperor of Rome, near the 66th Year of Severus. 

his Age, aftet a turbulent, but ſucceſsful Reign 

{about Eighteen Years ; a Prince of extraordina- 

Excellencies and Imperfections, who perform d 

uny noble as well as notorious Acts; ſo that 

bat was formerly ſaid of Auguſtus, was ſaid of 

im, That it had been better for the Publick if be had 

er been born, or had never dyd; and likewiſe 

e ſame that was ſaid of Antoninus Philoſophus, 

bit be had been happy, if be had bad no Children, 

e was certainly highly ſerviceable to the Re- 

bliſhing, and the Strengthening of a totter- 

g Empire; but at the ſame. time, by his un- 

aſonable Encouragement of the Soldjery, and his 

vice to his Sons to that purpoſe, he open'd 3 

ppto greater Inconveniencies than ever happen'd | 

fore. He dy'd in the 964th Year of the City, 1 

5 after the Settlement of the Empire by Au- ö 

un 211 after our Saviopr's Nativity, and 115 

er the laſt of the Twelve Czſars ; in which 

e, we are told, that the World was fo looſe, 

| 2 thouſand were indicted for Adultery ip 
eign. | | 8 


III. Upon the Death of Severus, his eldeſt Son 4. D. 
alla immediately ſolicited the Army to chuſe 211, 
Emperor alone, and to exclude his Brother | 
: But the Soldiers having formerly caus'd his 
ther's Advancement, rejected his Suit, and pro- 
md them both Emperors, and ſo they were 
nowledg'd by the Senate. They were bot 

Ing Men, and born of two Mathers, the eld 


*rtia, and the other of Falia. Caracalla was RN 


ald from a new-faſhion'd Caſſock he wore, d Eu. 
hing down to his Ancles, and was about pern 
ny three Years of Age when he arriv'd at the 


Ce 3 Empire. 
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Apo:heo- Arrival at Row Was the Apot. 275 or Deificat 
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Empire. In his, Youth, when any Criminal w 
calt to the Wil Beaſts, he was generally obſer 
to turn away his Eyes and Weep ; but this Pf 
and'Tenderneſs ſoon forſook him, and he becag 
one. of the cruelleſt Monſters in the World. 
Brother Geta was naturally of a milder and ih 
Temper, and liv'd more the Life of 4 Philolophallif 
and therefore the more hated by him. 1 4 ace 
Brothers being eſtabliſt'd in the Empire, a8 4 
to leave Britain with their Mother Fulia, who e L 
then with them, and return to Rome, bearing ry 
Aſhes of their Father Severus. But in their þ "et | 
ney there aroſe ſuch Jealouſies and Contelts WW" y 
tween the two Emperors, that it Was daily fea y 
one ſhou'd deſtroy the other;  notwithſtandii 10 
Folia, as though ſhe had beth "Morher to bat 1 # 
us'd all poſſible Methods to reconcile them, and 4 
bring them to an amicable Accommodation, | E 1 
all her Endeavours prov'd inffectual, and their N night 
moſities encreaſin upon the Road, either of thi 
lodg'd and eat eparately, and each ſtood uf 
his Guard for fear of the other, Being art 
at Rome, they were, receiv'd with great Toy 
| Solemnity for. their. Father's, fake, whoſe Dy 
was much lamented , notwithſtanding his mi 
Crimes ; but in the main Palace they took d 
Lodgings apart, and each had his particular GI 
and Meer for himſelf ; and they Never * 


hap 


np, b 

xt 7 
In 2 {t: 
oth 


LEE L_E.TE 


ered to one abel 
The firſt thing the two Enip erors d aig me | 


of cheir Father, which was per form g accord 
to the ancient and uſual Cuſtoch and becaul 
ſo well ſne ws the R Religion and Superlliuon of 


Romans, we ſhalt here briefly "recite the Pail ly e 


= Jars of his 1 2 k Firſt, the 4 Toy 


+ ?-/ * 
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ity was commanded to go.into-a. general Mourn- 
ig, being mix'd with ſome feſtival. Solemnity; 
xt a pale Image was made of Wax, exactly re- 
bling the deceas d Emperor, which was plac d 
na ſtately Ivory Bed, magnificently adorn d with 
oth of Gold, and plac'd at the Entrance of the 
ace: On the left Hand were ſeated the whole 
dy of the Senators in Black; on the Right, 
he Ladies of the higheſt Quality in plain White 
abits, without Jewels or other Ornaments. This 
ted for ſeven Days, during which Time the 
ty fcians reſorted to the Image, as though it was 
real Patient, ſtill ſignifying, That they: bad leſs 
ud leſs Hopes of the Emperors Life; at which 
ords the Mourners always give a Groan. At 
it, when they had. declar'd his Death, the no- 
leſt and youngeſt of the Senators and Rowan 


rough the Via Sacra into the old Foram, where 
e Magiſtrates were wont to lay down their Of- 
s. On each fide of the Place were erected two 
ge Scaffolds, one fill'd with young Boys, and the 
ber with young Maids, all Children of the high- 
i. Quality, who ſung Hymns and Songs in Ho- 
bur to the Dead, in the moſt ſolemn. and mourn- 
| Manner immaginable. Theſe being finiſh'd, 
e Senators and Knights again took up the Bed, 
d carry'd it out of the City into the Campus Martius, 
here was erected a beautiful Structure of Wood, 
noſt in the Form of a Pyramid, with ſeveral 
ries, The Firſt Story was Square, and was 3 
of a Chamber fill'd with all ſorts of gombuſti- 


be Second was of the ſame Figure, though ſome- 
"at leſs, having the ſame Ornaments, with this 


pon this was a Third till leſs, and upon 


| Ce 4 that 


nights carry'd the Bed upon their Shoulders 


Matter, and richly adorn d on the outſide with 
oth of Gold, Ivory- Statues, and fine Pictures: 


ly difference, that the four Sides of it were 


— — — 
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ended, his Succeſſors in the Empire ſet fire toth 


him by Poiſon, or any other private Way ; ! 
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that a Fourth, and ſo a great many other Stone 
ſtill growing leſs in proportion, till the last ende 
in a Point. The Bed and Statue were placd i 
the ſecond Story, which was fill'd with the niche 
Flowers, Plants, Odours, Gums and Spices; g 
Cities, Nations, and private Perſons ſtriring 
their Preſents who ſhou'd do moſt Honour v 
their deceaſed Emperor. After this the n 
Knights rode on Horſeback round this Pile in 
certain Order and Meaſure, according to th 
Sound of ſeveral Warlike - Inſtruments ; to thi 
there follow'd certain Perſons in Chariots, 'i 
Purple Robes, with Masks on, repreſenting to i 
Life the Faces of the moſt famous Command 
and Emperors among the Romans. Theſe beiij 


Pile with Torches ; the Conſuls, Senators, al 
Knights did the fame each to their own appoinl 
ed fide. All was in a Flame in a Moment, at 
at the ſame time from the Top of the | Pile 
Eagle was let fly, which was immediately outt 
ſight. This was accompany'd with infinite Shoif 
and Applauſes; and the People being made to 
lieve that it was that Eagle which carry'd the En 
peror's Soul to Heaven, from that Moment 
paid him the ſame Worſhip that they did to ti 
Immortal Gods. WEL 
The Two Emperors had reign'd but a id 
time before Caracalla, envying the Love and I 
putation that his Brother Gera had gain'd by 
Mildneſs and Courteſy, ſought means to defin 


. 
* 


allo ſought to gain the Affections of the Pretm 
Soldiers, making them many Preſents, and doll 
them many Favours, withal giving them leave 
live according to their Pleaſure. So that the C 
ſoon found the dangerous Effects of a State bell 
ecvern'd by Two Princes of equal Power _ 1 

Tf + >, 1 eo ene 


cap. V. Carac. and his Br. Geta XXII. 

bort, and ſo contrary in their Tempers, that 
they continually practis d each other's Death; in 
Matters of Juſtice and Adminiſtration were ever 
ontrary in Opinion; and in chuſing of Com- 
„ enders and Governours, each fought to prefer 
oon particular Friends and Favourites, as 
r eeviſe they did in the Elections of Conſuls 
ad other Magiſtrates , which caus'd all Affairs 
o ſucceed according to Favour and Contention. 
y which means inſupportable Injuries and Diſ- 


cuting the contrary Faction, without daring to 
uniſh thoſe of their own Party, left they ſhou'd 
ake them their Enemies; whence grew an uni- 
al Prejudice to the City and Provinces, and 
deed to the whole Empire. Wherefore to avoid 


them to make a Diviſion of the Empire, parti- 
larly that Caracalla ſhould remain in Rome, and 
ern the Weſt, and that Gera ſhou'd govern 
is and all the Eaſt. But this hopeful Project 


er of Geta, prevented it, not doubting but to 
ww them to ſome Compoſition, and eſtabliſh a 
utual Friendſhip between them. But when ſhe 
d almoſt aſſur'd her ſelf of a laſting Con- 
id and Agreement, Caracalla, who deſpis d his 
other for his Inclination to Books more than 
ms, reſolv'd in a more open Manner to aſſault 
Brother, thinking thac he himſelf was and 
phe in Juſtice to be ſole Emperor., purpoſing 
longer to endure a Rival and Companion in 
thority. And with this impious Determina- 
n, as they were lodg'd both in one Palace, Gera 
ng in the Preſence of his Mother, not ſuſpeR- 
open Violence, though fearing ſecret Trea- 
ly; Caracalla, when the Attendants were at 
ner, ſuddenly and furiouſly enter'd his covet 
| : . ther's 
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ders were daily committed, either of them per- 


eſe dangerous Inconveniencies, ſome propos d 


od altogether ineffectual; for Julia, the'Mo- 


Be Rene HH, Book 
ther;s Lodging, and with the Aſſiſtance of, fou 
Geta fan with him, let upon his Brother, and. flew him 
aus* his. Mother's Arms, before be was| able, to 

himſelf; in any manner of Defence, r ch 
reliev d by others. This was the unformuny 
End of Ca, after a joint and / ungake Reign, 
| one Year and twenty tug Days; being deſtroy! 
1 by a Monſter, who obſerv d no Laws but cholg; 
| his own. Lufts.. 406 hoo 
| 
| 


A. D. IV. Caracala. having committed this deceſh 
212. Mutther, with great Haſte and Precipitation, | 
the Palace, ſurrounded with his Friends and 0 
vants, and with a great Shew of Amazement e 
out, That his Brother would bave ſlain him 3 thaty 
thing but his Innocence had preſery'd, bim fr 
extreameſt. Danger. And calling to his Guard,l 
commanded them to convey him inmeder | 


l the Prætorian Cohorts, where he might remain 
| fafety ; for while he conting'd in the Cicy, he w 


! in great danger of his Life. They who heard hig 
1 not knowing what had paſt, believ d his Work 
and both they. and many others follow d him, 
People beginning to be much concern d ro fee th 
Emperor retire in ſuch Confuſion and Diſorder q 
of the City, Upon his Arrival at the Gamp, whe 
by reaſon of his former Indulgences, he was bei 
belov'd than his Brother, he immediately rant 
the Place where the Enſigns and Banners W 
fix d, which they always held for Things ſacred 
and beginning with loud Acclamations, cry d q 
That be gave infinite Thanks to the Gads for delivn 
him from ſq great and imminent a Danger, I 
Soldiers gathering about him, amaz d at this ll 
ſeaſonable Coming, he put himſelf in the ml 
of them, and with a loud and pathetick Tone! 
gan to implore their Aid and Aſſiſtance, tell 
them, That his Brother deſigning to bave muri ber 6 


Ml a 1 4 0 wich Mp . the * ba. 
72 the 175 {os * "of 895 Has, ard i 
Ney, ond BG be. was ff 5 fo, how frog the 
fury of my as 20. 7 bave fla ain bim. He ſpoke 
ith thee Artifice ; n Wn ow, That the Salers 
heller d him; and 0 7 d not re 
mention his e arb yet they op bers 
ind that he had flain his, 0 0 Therefors 
de better to ſecure” their due e 
romis'd to beſtow N75 hem the | ume Gifts 25 
tzwards that were uſually given upon the new 
:&ion of an Emperor : Kh ne eh he fone 
br an infinite Maſs of Money, and was fo pto- 
iſe and extravagant in by. iſtributions , chat 
done Day he 85 ave to the Dk. almoſt all 
"Treaſure his Father, ud be Taping 11 
of for eighteen, Years. 1 means 
und the Moons of, of the AM tp; : and 1005 7 : 
e met with, Opp ofifion from ſome, yet at le | 
/ Pp proclaim” 70 fole Emperor approy d. 
e Death of his Brother Geta, and pronouns L 
lim a Traitor, and an Enemy 0 the Common- 
ealth. The next Day Caracalla ſurrounded” With, | 
oldiers, remoy'd (Roe, and embling, 1 
ue, with his Guard about him, he made a formal 
heation, 15 0 his own, and. condemning bis Bro- 
ger brate a firmings thet 10 chaſtiſe an. unlau- 
| Apgreſſor Was not only . We 0 but approv'd by, the ge- 
al Practice 0 f How 555 bere Was 4 
remorable 11 of 0 WS, the Founder ＋ the 
it), who cou'd not bear the Affront of his Br 0 080 
bo only reflected upon bzs Buildings. Theſe an d ſom 
ther Pretences caus d the Senators, ſome out o 
zvour, and others oyt of Fear, to approye of his 
ſeath, and to juſtifie the Murther. po Ba he 
ec his Brother an honourable Funeral, bury d 
enen in a ſtatel [ Monument built by Severus, wept 
1h alten: as he ſaw his Picture, and heard his Name 
| Mb a mention ; 


* 
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„ Ty - 124145 anauat. as. tony 
mention d; and being told that his Fratricide miele 
in ſome degree be expiated by calling his Broth 

24 1 9 8 LS | LION 
a God, he nſwer d, Let him be 4.6 04, fince bi 
not alive. 3 011 lf in od 5 
After this, to ſecond bis Wickedneſs with t 
. Cruelty, he proceeded. againſt Men of al 
Ranks, as though they had been guilty of cap 
ſpiring againſt his Perſon ,.. committing infa 
Murthers and Barbarities. Ki He commanded all ty 
Brother's Servants to be ſlain without Merch, u 
gether with many Senators and Equeres, who wen 


4 * 


Friends to his Brother ; and caus d his own Wil 
Plautina, and Pompeianus , Grandſon to Anti 
Philoſophas, to be put to Death. He ſent Poila 
to Letw, and oblig d him to take it; who, as li 
was the firſt of thoſe' who perſuaded him to th 
Murther of Gera, was the firſt that fell a Sacrifd 
to his Ghoſt.” He caus'd che Head of Popiniay, tl 
renowned Civilian, to be ſtrucken off, for re 
ſing to write a Vindication of his Brother's Dea 
and telling of him, That it was much eaſier to f 
mit 4 Parricide, than to juſtify it. He caug'd 
Governors and Commanders to: be flain ' whidl 
his Brother had plac'd in the Provinces, and lil 
wiſe the Veſtal Virgins, and above two thouſan 
others, who adhered to his Brother's Party. 
Man eſcap'd that had the leaſt Acquaintance wil 
Geta : All Wreftlers, Charioteers, Players, Singe 
or Dancers that had any ways contributed roll 
Diverſion, were all ſacrific'd to his. preſent Fur 
Whole Nights were ſpent in the Execution of ll 
bloody Decrees ; and the dead Bodies of People 
all Ranks and Ages were contemptuouſly throi 
into Carts, and hutry'd out of the City, where tit 
were burnt in Heaps, without the Decency of col 
mon Ceremonies, 1 2 
The Emperor took a peculiar Delight in all A 
of Cruelty, for that reaſon alone preferring Py 
x , * wh 


mance. The People were likewiſe miſerably op- 


nnr Ud 


-h rd, in a great Rage he 
mmanded his Sqldiers to ruſh. in among the 
lulicude , and kill | 

dement. But, it. being impolſible to find our the 
elinquents in ſo, great\a Throng, the Soldiers ſer 
nouſly upon all that ſtood in their way, and 
be hated and abhorrd-by. all People, but the 
ztorian Soldiers, Whom he allow d "and coun- 
ranc'd in all kinds of Outrages ; and to encou- 
e their Inſolencies, and his own prodigious 


naragancies, he miſerably hatraſs'd"and' impo- 
riſh'd his Subjects in all Parts of the Empire, 


lis exceſſive Impoſts and Taxes: And he fre- 
ently maintain'd, That Money ought not to be 


Exchequer, to be diſtributed among the So Aieys. 
en his Mother took the liberty to blame him 
his ſevere Impoſts, he like a true Tyrant ſhew'd 
| his naked Sword, and 1 At long as 1 
e I will mover want, He delighted more 
the Companies of Magicians and Joglers than 
Men of Worth ; for perceiving himſelf hared 
the People, he , ſaid" publickty,. Thar be cou d 
mand bis own Security, though not their Love; 
2 N valu d their Reproaches, nor fir a 
SOA, K NM Ds 
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But 


il all Who had affronted his 


t great Numbers in Pieces, . So that he began 


in private Hands , but all, ought to ge te 


395, 


* m. Wa B a Bock 

t afterwards, When ht. t founa ul 

451 1 ally deten ai ia th 17 My 0 

depart from. thence, and 1155 e 
all the Provinces of "the E 157 


144141 


be went 0 reform the Lepid 
Peace of - the ire, es te | 
9 and 172 River Danube 'thers, to 
Hearts of f the Contr Peopte, tie Wi 
Falhions 15 in. that eee . Atid vi 
wild Beaſts, took 'upo n A 8 Germ "Nil 
which he pra d 400 md, W078 de the 3 
Dich, and. choſe. ſuch 45 "the Oe hen Soles 
were mo 0 abg active for His Guat)" 
ſought. alſo un the A dots bf the "UM 
Sol iers, by hevits Y himſeff ;very Affable And 
2 5 — : perſonally 15200 \iſtin 97 "them 4 11 their bo 
Exerciſes, eating and ing 


Wee „And 
Sies: þ 9 hin e A Ac ray Er 
ler: which Farting ebe 
OE main; "bur com d not wicth-h in net 
many Exttavagancies. and 'Critelries, bak 
rain Eminent, Men among the German, to 
Having ſettled Affairs in Germayy As he hou 4 
fit, _ took his Way towards ee, And eite 
Macedonia, where an extravagant piece of f 
poſſeſs d him: For here he Apis” to be 200 
NO Admirer of Alexander the Great; And 
- publiſh his noble E Exploits, Wk Wan 
erect his Statue i TY any Þ ne NR Rane; 
We: oe e on up. ich evo "her hi The, 
reſembling Alexander, and er himie 
likewiſe commanded his Followets to calf hin 
the Name of 77 and Atoninis Mat 
and by the Suggeſtions of his Flarteters, i! 
brought to dach x fond Conceit, that he ch 
nually walk d like Alexander, with an 'awfull 
threatning Countenance, and like him bent 


Head to his Shoulders.; and whatſoever 9 
| UW 


n the Coutitthatite of lesgatter, he imltn- 


. that in all Countries 


that Time, he ridiculouſly us d the 


on and Contempt of ſame, and che Shane and 
Wipnarion of others. And he was Ta extrava- 
nt, thar in all Places where he Winter d, or in. 
ided to winter, he caus d Amphithegtres and 
ques for publick Games, with vaſt Charge to be 
ted, and within u ſhore time after to be taken 


own again. 1 = . 
Travelling in this manner through the Leſſer 
js, and from thetice into Syria, | he paſs'd over 
to Egypt, declaring his deſire to Tee the City of 
xindria,, becauſe of its renowned Founder Alex- 
i, though with delign to be_reverig'd. on, the 
babirants for their Jefts and contetmprible Names 
ky had given him, conformable & his Perſon and 
tes. At his Arrival he was ſolemnly receiv'd, 
d with great Joy, the Air being ſweetned with 
e richeſt Perfumes atid Gums, the Ways ſtrew'd 
th Flowers, and à mighty Concourſe of People 
ther d together from man) Parts, Here he of- 
d kveral Sactifices, and ſhew'd many great Fa- 
| vours 
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vours to the Inhabitants; but ſoon. after aſſemi aua 


he return'd through Paleſtine into Syria 3. and bein 


of Parthia, to deſire his Daughter in Marri 


them to ſee ſome publick Games, he eavs'd then 
to be ſuddenly ſurrounded by his Soldie 4.and f 
finite Numbers of all Ages, Ranks, 2g Degrn 
were cut in pieces, to the incredible Aﬀtoniſhme 
and Terror of the whole City and;Country, Ms 
ny of the Soldiers were likewiſe kilbd, and tþ 
ſlaughter was ſo great, that Herodian tells us, f 
all the Plain flowed with Blood, which diſchaipin 
it ſelf into the Sea and the Nile, diſchlan g 
Mouth of that mighty River, and all the Nay 
bouripg_ SHOrs, +: .\..:.\ a 

After this barbarous Inhumanity at, Alexandi 
deſirous to ſignalize himſelf, by ſome memonll 
Exploit, he ſent an Embaſſy to Artahanus, Ku 
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nor Virtue, but gave him ſelf up to all kind 
Luxury and F e ; and proceeded ſol 
as to attempt his Mother-in-Law, Julia. Fot 
Day ſeeing her by chance, or rather purpok 


p. V. CARACALLA XXII. 401 
+ fall her Veil, which diſclos'd her naked Breaſts 
d Beauty, which was great; he with a wanton 
ook told her, "That were it lawful, he would poſſeſs 
ut Beauty he ſaw. To whom the made anſwer, 
ithout any ſhew of Decency or Modeſty, That all 
ings were lawful to Him, who made Laws for 
„, ind was ſubjedt to none. Whereupon ſetting 
ke al Duty and Reſpect to his dead Father and 
ther, he refolv'd to marry her, and accordingly Caracalls + MW 
brated the Nuptials in publick, ſhortly after, 7:4r7ies bis 
th the Mother of his Brother, whom he had be- 1. Falls 
re murther d. - | 8 ; 
After this, Caracalla enjoy'd but little Reſt and 
iet in his Thoughts, being tormented with in- 
ite Jealouſies and Suſpicions of Conſpiracies; "= 
| dealing much with Magicians and Aſtrologers, 4 
| diving into the Secrets of Gods and Demonds, | | 
ſent from Meſopotamia to Maternianus, his great 
nident in Rowe, and Governor of the City, ſe- 
ly to aſſemble the beſt Aſtrologers, and demand 
them what Death he was to expect, and like- 
; to know of them whether any at preſent con- 
d or practis d his Death. Theſe: Commands 
e ſpeedily perform'd' by Maternianus, who wri- 
to the Emperor, either by the Advice of the 
dlogers, or his own Suggeſtions, told him, 
Macrinus, who was now one of bis principal 
manders with him in Meſopotamia, had a Deſign 
if bis Lift, therefore the Aſtrologers advis d him 
lately to diſpatch Him: Which Letter was ſent 
and made up among others, to be convey d 
the greater Secrecy. The whole Packet was 
er d to the Emperor as he was entering his 
iot, in order to a publick Race with other 
ots; and not being willing to be interrupted, 
his Letters to Macrinus to read over, and to 
him an Account of the Contents afterwards. 
u peruſing the Lettets, met with that 

D d which 
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which aim'd at his Deſtrudion; wherefore find 


to ſecure himſelf by the Emperor's Deſtruciot 


. effett , being continually ſo nigh bis Perſon; g 


The Death 
of Cara- 
calla. 


HFHorſe. After which he unconcernedly rem 


and the Emperor's Death related by the Page 


that the Emperor call'd him, ran haſtily tot 
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ing his own Danger, he reſerv'd that Letter x 
himſelf, and acquainted the Emperor with d 
reſt. But not doubting but Maternianus wor! 
write again upon the ſame Subject, he reſoly 


And fixing upon one Martial, a ſtout and iron 
Centurion of the Guards, who hated the Emper 
for his Brother's Death, and his own Diſgra 
he perſuaded him to revenge his Brother's My 
ther by the Tyrants Death, which he might uf 


miſing him not only Protection, but likewiſe ore 
Promotion after the Fact. Martial readily agre 
to his Propoſals; and a few Days after Cura 
coming from a Temple near a City call d Cz 
and riding with a ſmall Retinue towards che Cit 
withdrew himſelf privately to disburthen Nau 
with only one Page to hold his Hole. Ma 
perceiving this fair Opportunity, and pretend 


and ſtabb'd him behind, ſo that he died int 
diately. Though Spartiaw tells us, that he di 
while he pretended to help the Emperor to 


to his own Horſe, and by little and little ren 
from his Company; but his Flight being percel 


was purſu'd by the German Horſe, and hew! 
Pieces. 19 by - hr MA 0 
This was the deſerved Death of Raſiamm 
calla, the Twenty ſecond. Emperor: of Romy 
the 29th Year of his Age; after an odious dr 
of about ſix Years, above one with his Brot 
Gets, and five by himſelf : who by his exec 
Vices and monſtrous Enormities, made him 
_ teſted by all Mankind, except his Soldiers, 
for their own ſakes preſery'd him fora; wii 


* 
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his Throne, and at laſt brought him to a yjplent 

and unnacural Death, which Tyrants ſeldom or 

never eſcape ; which ſhews there is no Security in 

wjuſt Force and Authority. After the Death of 

this Monſter, it appear'd, that he had procur'd as 

much Poifon from the Inhabitants of the Upper 

4a, as coſt him 220000 Crowns, that he might 
poiſon as many ways as he pleas d. In all things 
he moſt reſembled Caligula, and likewiſe in his 
Death, which was the greater Paniſhment and 
ulgment from Heaven, by being follow'd by - 
that of his infamous Wife and Mother-in-Law, Ard of 
7ulia, who being at Antioch, upon the News of Julia. 
is Death, in a great Rage and Deſpair poiſon d 

her ſelf, and fo ended her impious Life. Caracalla 

fied in the 970th Year of the City, 241 after the 
detlement of the Empire by Auguſtus, 217 after 

ur Saviour's Nativity, 121 after the laſt of the 
Twelve Cæſars, and 24 of the publick Sale of the 

mpire by the Soldiers. c 


V. The ſudden Death of Carcalls caus d ſome 4, D. 
ſumults and Confuſions among the Soldiers; and 217177 IF 
ot knowing whom to condemn for this Murther,, _ 
ey gather d about the Body; and the firſt that 
ame to have aſſiſted the Emperor was Macrinus, 
mo by his Tears and Lamentations prevented all 
upicion : For all People conceiv'd that Martial 
d committed this Murther ſolely out of private 
alion and Revenge. Soon after the Army pro- 
ded to an Election of a new Emperor; for they 
d no Reſpect to young Baſſianus or Heliogabalus, 
dom Caracalla is ſaid to have had by a Concu- 
ine, call'd Soæmias or Semiamira, Neice to Julia, 
och by Reaſon of his Youth, and the looſe Car- 
ge of his Mother, which made all People doubt 
iether he was the Son of  Caracalls or no. For 
Vo Days the Soldiers were in ſuſpenee, whether 
Dad 2 they 
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they ſhou'd fix upon Audentius or Macrinus ; bil 
knowing the former to be eminent for his Wiſdom 
and Diſcretion, and likewiſe his Experience in Way 
they at length choſe. him. But Audentius wiſely 
conſidering the numerous Perils and:Diſordergin 
the Empire, refus'd to accept of it, alledging hi 
Age, and his: Inabilities of governing the Empin 
as he ought ; whereupon they immediately cholg 
Macrinus, who readily: accepted of it, and making 
a flattering Oration to the Soldiers, he diſtribute 
great Quantities of Money among them to pur 

- + Chaſe their Favour and Fidelity. He alſo nom 
nated his Son Diadumenus for his Compania 

and Equal in the Empire, to whom he gave thi 

Name of Antoninus, both to take away the Sulpi 

gion of the Murther of Caracalla, who was calli 
Antoninus, and becauſe that Name was highly 
ceptable to the Romans, upon the Account of thi 
excellent Reigns of Anteninus Pius, and Antonin 
Phileſopbus. He likewiſe wrote long Letters toil 

Senate and People of Rome, reciting the Manner 

= his Election, and deſiring their Approbation of it 
Macrinus uſing likewiſe many ſolemn Oaths, Tbat ben 
and hi Sen not guilty of the Death of Caracalla. The Ser 
8 being certify d of the Death of Caracalla, withuß 
, much conſideration of the Deſerts of M 
confirm'd the Election; and likewiſe that of 

Son and Companion Diadumenus. They ordet 

alſo all common Informers, and Servants:who i 

accus'd their Maſters, to be publickly Gibett 

and what by Proſcriptions, and what by Capi 

Puniſhment inflicted on profligate Villains, 

City and Empire was tolerably well purg d. A 
the People had ſome kind of Security and Da 

of Liberty. go ei 2 

Onilius Macrinus at his Entrance upon the 

Pire, was about fifty, three Years of Age, being 

an obſcure Parentage, ſome ſay a Moor by l 


— 


Emperors. 
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ho with ſmall Deſerts, and by way of Favour, = 

taind to the Office of Prætorian Præfect, and 

ww by Treaſon and Chance arriv'd at the Empire. 

hbortly after his Election he receiv'd Intelligence, 

at Artabanus, King of Parthia, was coming 

Nun with a mighty Power to be reveng'd of the 

njury and Barbarity of Caracalla, knowing no- 

ting of his Death. This caus'd Macrinus and 

dumenus to uſe all poſſible Expedition to ftop * ' 

e Progreſs of the Parthians, who came very 

rorg both in Horſe and Foot, and brought ma- 

Camels with them. In a ſhort time the two 

mies met, and came to a moſt bloody Battel, 

hich continu'd two ſeveral Days, wherein both. 

mans and Parthians fought ſo obſtinately, that 

both times the Night only parted the Conteſt, 

d either Party cry'd, Victory, Victory! though 

th were miſerably harraſs'd and ſlaughter'd, with- 

nut any apparent Difference or Advantage. Ma- 

ms well knowing that Artabanus came highly 

ag d with Caracalla in particular, ſent him He- 

Ids and Ambaſſadors, certify ing him of his Death 

fore the Battel ; And if be deſir d the Amity and 

ance of the Romans be was ready to grant it. 

tabanus underſtanding that his great Enemy was 

ad, of which he had no Intelligence till then, 

lily embrac'd his Propoſals of Peace and Amity, 

n Condition that all ſuch Priſoners as were ta- 

by the Treachery of Caracalla ſhou'd be imme. 

tely reſtor d, which was accordingly perform'd, 

Ia Peace concluded; Artabanus returning home 

Parthia, and the two Emperors to Antioch in 

being at Antioch, Macrinus principally followed 

Pleaſures of the Place, neglecting the Govern- 

t of the Empire, delaying his Journey to Rome, 

gh he was often urg'd by his own Soldiers, 

lolicited by Letters from thence to come to 
4 Ddz the 


- the Soldiers greateſt Hatred, was his extreme 8 


| ſuffer by 1 are likewiſe inform' d, that he puni 
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the Cuy; And in this he committed a great Error 
for his ſtaying at Antioch, was the firlt ſtep to} 

Ruin,. —— neglecting his principal ee. hy 
gave. himſelf up to. Riot, and Luxury. Wh 
upon. the Roman — — being de ſirous of tetun 
ing to the City, began to murmur and repine 
his Delays, and way of Living, and likewilet 
contemn and deſpile him. But that which cau 


yerity in puniſhing them, which in theſe liceniq 
Times was inſupportable, eſpecially. to thoſe u 
made and deſtroy d Emperors as they pleas d. 
Severity was — og that inſtead of Macrinus, hev 
by his own Servants term'd Macelinus, as mig 
as to ſay Butcher ; becauſe he made his Houlz 
it were a aka of murther d Men. He was ik 
wiſe nam d Mezentius, becauſe, like him, he ſon 
times join'd Living. Bodies to Dead. He c 
demn d his Soldiers to the Croſs, and always i 
flicted upon them the Puniſhment of clave, | 
commanded two Soldiers, who had raviſh d tl 
Hoſteſss Maid, to be ſew'd up in the Bells 
two great Oxen apen'd alive, with their Heads 
ly left out, that they might have liberty to lp 
to each other. He caus'd thoſe Soldiers who cl 
mitted Adultery to be ty d to their, Female Cui 
nals, and burnt them alive; though we are i 
that his Wife Noni Celſa Was inſatiable that! 
He was wont to ſay, That be was ery wil 
merciful, when in a — he puniſh d but one 
dier in à hundred with rotary whereas be thought | 
deſery/d to be decimated, or * leaſt one in tuen 


by ſhutting them up in ceild Walls, wi 
ther 1 & d miſerably. Theſe Severities mace! 
moſt of the Soldiers abhor him; and the Sent 
Loyalty being long forgotten, they grew Ma! 


more audacious, and bogan openly, to tax the! 
5 cen 
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dings and Actions of the Emperor, and to wiſh 

is Death, and likewiſe to practiſe it, within a Year 

fer they had given him the Empire. HOW 

Bur that which the moſt of all promoted the 

zuin and Downfal of Macrinus, was the Contri- 

ances and Artifices of Mzſa, Siſter to the late 

mpreſs Fulia, a Woman of great Subtilty and 

policy, who ever ſince the Death of Caracalla con- 

inu'd in a City of Phænicia call'd Emeſa, not far 

iſtant from Antioch, and Macrinus's Army. This 

ſoman had two Daughters, Semiamira and Mam- 

2s : The former had a Son nam'd Beſſianur, 

parteen Years of Age; and the latter another 

ul'd Alexianus, two Years younger. All theſe 

ere then with Mæſa at Emeſa, in which City ſhe 

ade both her Grandſons Priefts of a magnificent N 
emple, formerly erected to the Memory of Fau- Al 

wm, Empreſs to Antoninus Philoſophus, and now Ik 

dicated to the Sun. Baſſianus the Eldeſt was = 

ticularly call'd Heliogabalus, which in the Pbæ- = 

can Language ſignify d, A Prieſt of the San; and | 

reaſon of his great Beauty was much admir'd 9 

the Roman Soldiers. This was ſoon perceiv'd 

Mæſa, who being very rich in Gold and eweis 
means of her great Bribes and Gratuities in 

mer Reigns, gave many Gifts and Preſents to the 

un Soldiers, who frequently repaired to this 

Imple, both from the Garriſon in the City, and 

Mm the Camp of Macrinus. She often ſhew'd 

Mm her Grandſon Heliogabalns, and as often told 

Mm, That both He and bis Couſin or Brother Alexi- 

ls were begotten by Caracalla, whom Macrinus 

ſlain by Messen - which they believing, ſeveral 

dight, and others by Report, began to affect 

and to deſire him for their Emperor. On the 

trary, Macrinus being generally hated by the 

tiers, ſome Colonels and Captains near Emeſa, 

Id by the large Preſents and Promiſes of Maya, 
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| | the greateſt part agreed, That ſhe ſhou'd ſend 
| Heliogabalus into their particular Camp, and the 
| wou d proclaim him Emperor. Whereupon hi 
lf ſubtle Projectreſs, being, well acquainted - wit 
N Emperors Courts, immediately took her Grag 
ſon by the Hand, and went with him to the Cam 
where he was immediately receiv'd Emperot 
Helioga= Though Capitolinus tells us, that certain of An 
balus ſets aus Legions being in a Mutiny, went firſt to ſeek 
— 5 En Heliogabalus. This matter being publiſh'd:abroad 
the Report of it caus'd great Alterations in Men 
Minds; and all Men began to affect Heliopaþaly 
as being both Son and Grandſon to an EMpere 
and for having the Name of Antoninus, which the 
accounted both ſacred and fortunate. But 4 
nus ſhew'd little Concern, contemning that Fy 
ion, which was raisd only by a Woman and 
Boy, judging it ſufficient to ſend an Officer call 
Julian, with certain Legions, to beſiege and d 
ſtroy them; which might have been eaſily effeds 
had he gone in Perſon. The Forces of Heliqy 
balus were inſufficient to give Battel to Julia 
but remaining in their Camp well fortify'd u 
provided, they ſuffer'd\ themſelves to be inveſted 
But the Soldiers of both Parties often conferrin 
together, thoſe in the Camp ſhewing young 
liogabalus to the other, put them in mind of il 
Father's Munificence to them, and Macrinuss N 
verities, perſuaded them to follow him: Whis 
prov'd ſo effectual, that they immediately cut 0 
the Commander Julians Head, and went over 
Heliogabalus. Ari v4. Ro 
The News of the Revolt was a Thunder-ci 
to Macrinus, who immediately with his yon W 
oblig'd to forſake the Pleaſures of Antioch, 
with his whole Force and Power to march agall 
Heliogabalus. In the Confines of Syria and, Ft 
nicia both Parties join d Battel, in which = x 
Mr hs elpal 
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Deſpair caus d the Soldiers of  Heliogabalus to fight 
ouſly and obſtinarely ; but of Macrinus s ſide 
aly the Prætoriam Soldiers perform d their Duty; | 
te reft were remiſs and negligent; and: a'conſi- = 
erable part abandoning him, went over to the . 2 
ontrary fide : Whereupon Macrinus accounting The Ou 
imſelf loft and deſtitute, fled from the Battel, and πνο . 
lgabalus | gain d- the Victory. He and his Son, 
ith ſome choice Friends, travell'd with the ut- 


menus. 


I. Immediately after the Death of Macrinus and 4. D. 
don, Heliogabalus, by the Advice of his Grand- 218. 
ther Meſa, | wrote to Rome in the moſt obli- 
6 2nd fawning manner imaginable; which was 
as = CI not- 


i 
} 
i 

1 
. 
* 
al Helioga- 
c 
x 

, 

il 

| 


Counſel and Directions of Meſa and her Faro 


ted Fathers a Syrian; next Avitus and Lupos, it 


Voore like ſome: of the 4ſhrian Prieſts; and li 
| Vile Heliogabalus, for being 2 Prieft of the Sm, 


travagancy; and it cannot be determin d wil 
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notwithſtanding ill digeſted by the Senate and he 
ple of Rome, who much more defir'd the Gove 
ment. of Macrivm. But finding they wete ſo w 
able to refit ſuch a powerful Party, they pield 
Obedience to Heliogabalus ; of whom they concen 
ſome hopes from his good Form and Conftimtiy 
of Body, and the Name of Antoninns, Which 
Rome was highly eſteemed and reſpected. By N 
fon of his Youth all things were now erderd h | 


rites ; who ſettling the Affairs of the Eft, iaftes 
towards Rense with the young Emperor; but bel 
conſtrained to tarry in Birhynis, he there by {e 
ral Inftances .manifeſted his ſcandalous and in 
claimable. Life. He was but fourteen Years of A 
when he was elected; and as he was'the:youn 
eſt, fo he was the moſt -profligate Emperor ti 
Rewe ever {aw. This Monſter had more Nat 
than Hydra had Heads; for while he was a pf 
Perſon he was call d Varia, from one of hig 


his Grandfather by his Mother's fide. He w al 
nam'd 4/yrims, from à barbarous Habit he 


was formerly mention d. As ſoon as he paſed 
Caracalla s Natural Son, to gain the Affection 
the Soldiers he was call'd _— ; as he was f 
after call'd Autoninus to pleaſe the Senate and N 
ple of Ramm; which Name he ſo much diſhonow 


that he was calfd Pſeudo- Antoninus, and the Ra 


Fardanapalus; and laſtly, Tiberiat and Train 
from the manner of his Death. His Life i 
continu'd and amazing Inſtance of the moſt ſup 
lative Effeminacy, and the moſt nnaccouncables 


was moſt- notorious, his unbridled Obſcenity, 
boundleſs Prodigality, or his fantaſtical Fook 


* 
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i theſe, and only theſe, have Writers treated ; 

dich as they cannot be omitted without leaving 1 
ut the whole Reign, ſo they cannot be relate 

ith the Method and Decency which either Hiſtory 

; Biography requires. Therefore I 35 the Reader 

il excuſe my complying with the Meanneſs and 

iſeneſs of my Subject and Materials, and my hand- 

g that Traſh and Dirt which I cou d not avoid 

y icbout 2 total Silence. r 


being ſolemnly receiv'd at Rowe, the firſt thing 
en: undertook was the building of a3 Magnificent 
d wple in the Suburbs. co the Sun, his God; into 
e bich every Year with great Solemnity be brought 


, preferring him before Zupiten, and made an 
diet = the Romans Band N bocgts Vene 
tion to the new God Heliogabalns, than to an 7 
der, who, he (aid, were all Servants to bi, Golly 
refore he plunder'd other Temples to enrich his 
yn, and endeayour'd to hinder che worſhippin 

all other Gods but his. He declar d, That he 
d command the Warſhip: of the Jews, Samaritans, 
| Chriſtians, to be. tranferr d and contain d in, his. v8 
hen, that his God might not be deſtitute of a 
nner and Companion, he marryd him to che 
int Image of Pala, Which for many Ages had 
en kept up with great Devotions, bus this Match 
pleaſing him, in 2 ſhare time he declar d, Tbat 
Cad could not love fo Martial a Wife, and there- 
e divorc'd his firſt Wife, and marry'd him to 
ania, ſay ing, IE - was much more proper to marry 
Sun and the Moon together. And for a Portion, 
gave all the Treaſure in the Temple of Urania 
bis God ; and commanded all. the People of 
e and Italy to make ſolemn and publick Feaſts 
Joy of this fortunate Match. Nor was be lefs 
le in relation to his own Wives; for he had ſix 
the ſhort time of his Reign: The firſt was 
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two iowa WES Names are unknown, it being hat 


that her Opinion ſhou'd in all Caſes be part 


thy of the immortal Gods. Yet he ſoon after f 


rer'd the Senate-Houſe, he carry'd his infamd 


w * 5 oy - 7 n . | | 2 , rr 4 q | * | 
Te Noman Hfforyn. Hock aj 
Anni. Tuuſtina, of the Lineage of Commuly | o 
the Enjoyment of whom he caus d ber Husban ere 


Baſſus to be put to Death, not permitting ber Mg 
weep for him. Divorcing her, he marryd coli al! 


nelia Pauls, an illuſtrious Lady, "to make Hue 
Father betimes, as he ſaid ; yet ſoon after, only up 
pretence of having a Spot in her Body, he put he 
away, and diveſted her of all Honours. * Aﬀet thi 
pretending to be in Love, he forc'd Aquilia Sw 
one of the Yea] Virgins, from her. Solitude! wi 
marry'd her; which by the Romans was acconntd 
a Crime of the higheſt Nature. Underſtandiy 
the Senate were diſpleaſed at this Sacrilegions Af 
he wrote to the Fathers, affirming, Sbe wa 84 
Match for a Prieſt ; and that from bim and the th 


Prieſteſs F Veſta, there might ſpring a Generation wi 


yorc'd this Wife, :to eſpouſe another, and likewif 
to determine, whether he was more blameablel 
his frequent and illegal Marriages, or his -ſadd 
and cauſleſs Divorces. And at length, being pd 
ſeſs q with a continual Inconſtancy, he retum( 
his Prieſteſs 4quilia Severa. Nor did he reſt het 
but he took upon him the Quality of a Womu 
and jmarry'd himſelf to Men, firft to Aurel Za 
cus, one of his Officers; and after that to Him 
his $lave, whom he' ſuffefed to beat him fete 

when he was guilty of any Exceſs; all which! 
bore with great Patience and Duty, ſaying, I 


» 


a Wife was oblig d to ſuffer every thing from her d 

Hu and. | 275 . 85 28 5 | ah 5 wy 

He was of a Temper ſo effeminate, and fu 
Admirer of Women, that the firſt time he 


Mother Semiamira along with him, and took Old 


larly demanded ; and from that time re | 
1 * | f 
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be preſent when all Matters of Importance | 

e determin d, and vote as the Fathers:did: A 1 
ing which was wholly. unknown, and zidiculous vu 
co: 2cople. He likewile built a Senatg-Houſe a» ig 
a Wh on Mount 2uirinalir, on purpoſe for Women, —_ 
th ſurable Orders, Habits, and Places; of whom || 
Mother was made Preſident : And. Tele De- _ 
e and Conſultations were generally concerning 4 
Dreſſes and Apparel of the Roman Matrons, 
ir Places and Dignities, their Carriages and Be- ; 
jour, their Viſits and Ceremonies, their Saluta- 
ns and Formalities, and an infinite Number of 
ters of the like Nature. After this he pro- 6 
ded to more infamous Practices, and command- 
publick Stews to be made in his Palace, for.the 
weniency of his Friends. and Favourites; and 
eem' d moſt of the common Proſtitutes in the 
„ that were Slaves, and gave them their Free- 
1, He order'd likewiſe that to theſe; two Years 
viſon of Corn ſhou'd be given them out of the 
lick Granaries, founded by Trajan and Sever 
which was diſtributed with great Regularicy. 
| delighting much in the Company of ſuch. 
dalous Perſons, at an appointed Time he com- 
ded' all the. Women that cou'd be. found of 
Name and Converſation, to be aſſembled to- 
er, where He himſelf, clad in Womens Appa- 
came in the midſt of them, and made a formal 
tion to them, particularly calling them Commi- 
„ or Fellow-Soldiers z a Word then only us d 
ommanders to their Soldiers when they de- 
d them Honour, by calling them 7heir Compa- 
in Arms, The Matters of which they treat- 
nd conſulted, were deteſtable Inventions and 
ns for their Libinious Exerciſes; and to make 
\llembly more compleat, he brought with him 
ans and Bawds, who were his Brokers in thoſe 
eful Actions and Meetings. I forbear to ana- 

| tomize 


5 and Rarities as had never been thought of. 


Ne Roman Hſſtor ).. Bock 
tomize this Monſter of Impurity, and to lay oy 
the Variety of his prodigious Luſts and Incentyg 
I ſhall only add, That he was a Man for allWog 
and a Woman for all Men; and that the Dewi 
the ſhape of a Hermaphrodite was not able'to 
greater Lewdneſs than gͥůe. ml 

As to the Prodigality of this Emperor, he mat 
it his Care and Study to invent Means of ſpen 
ing exceſſively, and to find ont ſuch Delicy 


never ſate but among ſweet-ſmelling Flows 
mix'd with Amber, Musk, and other exqu 
Odours; nor wor'd he eat any thing but wi 
was of an exceffive Price, and ſought mean 
make all his Meats exceeding coſtty, being wy 
to fay, That that Mftat was wholly 'infipid that 
not dear bought. He attir'd himſelf in Cloth 
Gold and Purple, beſet with Pearls and Precif 
Stones; and even upon his Shoes he wore Stone 
ineſtimable Value and Curioſity. His Palace, 
Chambers, and his Beds were all furniſh'd u 
Cloth of Gold, Silver and Silk, cover'd with B 
and ſweet Flowers, among which were ft 
many Jewels and Pearls; whenever he took Ha 
or Chariot for a Journey, all the Way between 
Chamber and the Place of Mounting, was cove 
with the Powder of Gold and Silver, he'dilde 
ng to tread upon the Earth as other Men! 
All his Tables, Cheſts, Chairs, and Veſſels of $ 
vice for his Chamber, even to thoſe of the ba 
and meaneſt Offices, were all of pure Gold; 1 
his Pallats and Couches, which he often chan 
were all ſtuff'd with the Down growing unde! 
Wings of Partridges. He deſpis'd all Wax Up 
but had his Hall and Chambers fill'd with 1 
Lamps, which inſtead of Oil, conſum'd mol 
cellent Balfam, brought from Arabia and Mm 
and even his Urinals were made of Onyx, 
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cher precious Materials. Inſtead of common Fu- 
|, he burnt Frankincenſe, Cinnamon, Caſſia, and 
ther Indian ſweet Woods, in his Pining-Rooms. 
owithſtanding his Clotties were fo rich and coſt. © 
be never wore one Sute twice; and though his 
ingers were continually fil'd with Rings, thoſe 
nM: once pull'd off, were never us'd after 85 him; 
den likewiſe his Plate of Gold and Silver, when he 
eie runk a Cup, he always gave it away to him that 
rd him that Day: And his Baths, after once 
eacbing, were always pull'd down, and new built, 
1d new furniſh'd with moſt valuable Perfumes 
xd Odours. He fill'd his Fiſk-Ponds with Water 
lifill'd from Roſes, and made his Ships in the 
aumachias to float in Rivers of Wine. He bath'd 
nd ſwam in Ponds of Aromatick Wine, which 
ere fill'd in an Inſtant for him, and ſprinkled 
ith Roſes, and perfum'd with the richeft Odours. 
his Meals he was perportionably expenſive and 
nurious; and that Supper which was of leaſt 
harcge commonly amounted to 6000 Crowns; 
nd ſeveral which he made coft 60000 Crowns. 
ometimes he promis d to give his Gueſts a Phenix 
deat; and becauſe the Performance was impra- 
cable, he generally gave them a great Quantity 
Gold for it. Whenſoever he travell'd, which 
e often did for his Recreation, he was always ac- 
pmpany'd with frx hundred Chariots and Horſe- 
ters, with a great Number of Proſtitutes of both 
les, which were ſomerimes inſufficient, ſinte he 
erer lay with any Perſon but once, except he 
as marry' d to the Party. In his Travel, when 
e was near the Sea, he never eat any Fiſh, but fed 
on Land- Fowl, and fuch Fleſh as was brought 
any Miles; and when he was far diſtant from the 
2, he eat nothing but Fiſh, which by Poſts and 
icular Meſſengers were brought alive to make 
em the more chargeable, And for 8 3 
BEA calon 
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Reaſon he fed much upon uncommon and unuſu 
Meats, imitating, Apicius in eating the Combꝭ of 
Cocks, the Tongues of Pheaſants and Nightingg 
the Spawns of Mullets, the Eggs of Patridges, i 
Heads of Parrots and Peacoks,. and the-Brains 
Thruſhes and Pbænicopters. He fed his Dogs wid 
Geeſe Livers, his Horſes with Grapes; and hisLing 
and Wild Beaſts with Pheaſants and delicate Ni 
If he was by the Sea-ſide, he accounted. it an li 
ſtance of Greatneſs, of Mind to ſink ſuch Shippinf 
he found there loaden wich Merchandize, alter 
wards paying the Proprietors, both for Ships ani 
Goods. Being reprov'd by a Friend for this ſtraug 
Prodigality, who ask'd him, Whether be did 
fear Want hereafter ? He made Anſwer, | Can-« 
thing be better for a Man than to be Heir 10 bi 
felf ? And farther ſaid, Tbat be deſir d no | Hei 
becauſe their Ambition of Government would malt thi 
conſpire hit Deatbbz. 4 45) ei bh dt 
This Emperor was ſo boundleſs in his Prodig 
licy, that he devour'd all the Revenues; of h 
Spain, Gaul, Britain, Germany, Dacia, Ihim 
Greece, Africk, Aſia, Syria, Egypt, and Arab 
with many other Provinces and Iſlands ; anda 
was inſufficent for his infinite Expences. He mad 
certain publick Feaſts in Rome, which were tix 
richeſt and moſt ſumptuous that ever were knowl 
in that City ; and he made vaſt Diſtributions 
mong the Soldiers and Citizens, of Corn, Mone 
Plate, Gold and Jewels; which was the only thing 
which made him ſupportable in the, Gity 3/4 
likewiſe the continual Endeavours of his -Grand 
mother Meſa to reform his riotous. and-yoluptt 
ous Life, and to procure. good. Order in the Ui 
vernment. But notwithſtanding all her Care 0 
Induſtry, the Provinces. were miſerably harrab 
and oppreſs d; and many Barbarous Nations il 
vaded the Frontiers of the Empire. For i 
| N e liogabuW 
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bah gave all Offices. and Places of Truſt to 
Wit: moſt impiops Wretches, and his chieſeſt Com- 
anions in his. Lewdneſſes; and depriv'd all good 
bod vertuous Men of their Charges, ſent ſome in- 
kxile, and took away the Lives of others who 
e odeavour to reform his Enormities. He con- 
ar d Honours, on the moſt. vile and ſordid P sr 
ons, made Conſuls of the. Sons of Slaves; and 
ia the contrary. put great Perſons upon the baſeſt 
1 uploy ments, cauſing the Egtrails 8755 Sacrifces 
a be born by Generals of, Armies, and higbeſt 
anWWficers of State. In theſe and many other things 


Gil 
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5 
it Tt 


gh: ſeem d to invert. the very Order of Nature, and 
j/ wfroceeded fo far in his fantaſtical Irregularities, 


yd 
ki 
Hen 
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u he commanded ie of the Day to 
diſpatch'd by Night, and that af. the Night by 
ky ; and accordingiy he himſelf aroſe from 
k Bed at Sun- ſetting, being ſaluted as other 
aperors were in the Morning, and went to his 
eſt at the riſing of the Sun, His Actions were 
ten ſo inconſiſtent as to their Nature, and ſo 
lpicable as to his Quality, that in reciting of 
em we can ſcarcely obſerve a juſt Order or De- 
mm. He drove Chariots, drawn by Elephants 
the Vatican, levelling. the Tombs which ſtood 
bis way; he was alſo drawn by four Camels 
the Circus Maximus, by four Maſtive-Dogs in 
Palace, and by four Stags in publick Places : 
metimes he was drawn by Lyons, naming him 
Magna Mater; allo by Tygers, being in the 
pe of Bacchas, whom by his exceſſive drink - 
be much reſembled; and other times he was 
zun by four naked Women, and he himſelf 
led at the ſame time. He was ſo extravagantly 
wiſh, that he cauſed a Collection to be made 
den thouſand Pound weight of Spiders, for- 
ich he gave a great Reward, declaring, Tbot 
be bad made an 3 F the Magnitude 
Ee * 8 
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of the Git ; and at abvcher titne fie Surf th K 
gather d ten thbüfand Mice, a thb 15 
a thouſand Weazles , atid as mag Porch 
_ whieh he exhibited in à publick Sho! to the Ph 
ple; ' for ſome wife State Policy like the 157 
His Gifts and Rewards which he „ | 
Gueſts at Suppers, and to the Player 
Stage, were very mimerous and erna 
43 often deſpicable 4nd ridiculous: He ge wr 
Eunuchs, Catts; harnefs'd Horſes: Mues, "Lint bot 
and "Chariots, with viſt Quanthties' of Gold wii" 
Silvet ; and ſofnetiißes bis Lets Wers ts cee 
that one Mari ſhot' d have ten Cith I8, on ith 
ten Flies; atlother toy Pounds Weight of 60 a 
another 48 fueh of 1. cad, 855 f ten Oftricli 1 
ant andthef ten FBS. To the ers in one I 
were ten Bears; "teh Crickets, 168 pol | 
teri pound Weight of Geld; and he fer he 
_ dead Dogs, Bull's Fleſh, and Putſes 6f M. be 
r Gifts and Rewards, rendr Php hitnſe! 1. - 
temptible and ridiculous to All 2 
2 Cuſtom to invite to hi Banquets ei CET. © 2 
eight bald Men, eiglit b ind, of oh 
faite wich the 'Gont; eight deaf M 0 a 
Blacks, aid eight 10 fat chat their Table e 
ſcatee bold thein; with all whom he made bim 
and the Court therry. He generally conte 
kept Company with tlie vileft Perſons, with wii 
he diverted himſelf man ny. Ways ; Parricalith 
cuus d them to fie down with him at Supper 
large Bellbws; which being ſwell'd and Mal 
wou'd ſuddenly tumble chen under the Ti 
He ty'd his Paraſites to a Wheel; arid tal 
them round in Water, calling them; Hs Hi 
 Friesds ;' atid alſo thruſt them into Chambers. 
cecbitful Fl6ots, which threw tem dort! 
fmdtherd them in Rooms filbdd with Role1 
Violets, that they might meet with Deaths (tim 


* 


o their Lives. He tantaliz d them with Mock« 
Feaſts in Wax, Wood, Ivory, Marble, and Glaſs; 
nd ſometimes the Diſhes which were provided 
br him, were exactly woven upon their Napkins, 
ot painted upon their Tables, wichout having any 
vancage: from them. At the ſecond and third 
Courſe he caus d Bears, Pardals, Lyons and 
Leopards, which wanted their Teeth and their 
ws, to be ſuddenly : let looſe among them; 
hough ſometimes he made them drunk before he 
xcrify'd them with thoſe diſarm'd Beaſts; He of- 
en {ent che Servants of his: Kirchin to Friends 
ith Veſſels ſuppos d to be full of Proviſions for 
reſents to them; which when they were open d 
ppear d to be full of Frogs, Scorpions, Serpents 
d Flies. Underſtanding that the Citizens one 
day had taken up their Places before Day in the 
ſheatre, to behold the Spotts, he caus d Serpents 
d be thrown among them, whereby many were 
rievouſly bit and hurt by Flight : And after that 
roceeded to greater Miſchiefs ; for being ad- 
ited to Divination by InſpeRion of che Bowels 
f young Men ſacrificed, he choſe many fair 
entlemen throughout all 72ly, whoſe Patents 
ere living , that their Sorrow might be the 
ſeater, s_ | | 3 
| muſt not trace this vile Lorne in his more 
tate Vices and Follies, which were fo filthy 
nd contemptible, that they ought not to be 
amd or remember d: What I have unwillingly 
cited were generally publick, which render d 
im ſo odious and 1 both to the Citi- 
ns and Soldiers, that he was often in Danger of 
Life. His Grandmother Meſs perceiving this, 
her Artifices and Pretences of freeing him 
om the Cares and Troubles of publick Bufineſs, 
in d ſuch an Aſcendent over him, as to per- 
ade him to adopt his Couſin- German Alexia 
Ee 2 to 
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Alexan. 


der made 
43:919 


Cæſar. 


to make him Cæſar and his Succeſſor, and liks 


- Grandfather : And at the ſame time the Senat 
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wiſe Conſul with him, calling his Name dla 
der Severus, the former from the King of Miz 
don, and the latter from the Emperor his reputd 


according to his Command, ridiculouſly. yotl 
Alexander real Son to Heliogabalus, who was. hit 
two Years younger than his Father. Having thay 
got a Son, he endeavour'd all Ways to draw hit 
over to his lewd : Courſes 3 but this excellent and 
worthy Youth deteſted his Enormities, ſpent hi 
Time in Learning, and the Converſation of Per 
ſons of the greateſt Merit both in Arts and Army 
having the greateſt and wiſeſt Maſters in the En 
pire for his Inſtructors. This daily increas'd the 
Love of all Men towards him, and their Hatte 
to the other, who now repenting that he ha 
rais d him to fuch 'a Height, expell'd his Tut 
from the Court, and put the chief of them 
Death, ridiculouſly alledging, That theſe Pein 
ſpoil'd his Son, who inſtead of Dancing and Reveling 
taught bim Modeſty and Martial Exerciſes. He lik 
wiſe ſought means to deſtroy him, or at leaſt il 
deprive him of the Name of Cz/ar and his Sugee 
{or ; but his Policy not being equal to his Wicket 
neſs, he was prevented by the Care of Meſa, at 
the Reſolutions of the. Pretorian Soldiers, wit 
highly affected this young Prince; and while f. 
liogabalus was walking in a Garden, they ende 
vour'd to have ſlain him upon his Account; bu 
he-eſcap'd, by hiding bimſelf in a ſecret Place. 
the Perſuaſion of Antiochianus their PrefeR, 1 
Soldiers return'd to their Camp, where remain 
in a mutinous Manner, they requir'd, T, 
Emperor ſhould remove certain vile and my 
Perſons, who were very familiar with him, and 
ſerably oppreſs d the Subject by the exorbitant Bm 
and Sales of Offices, And for the Security L. 8 

ll | erloc 


| 
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ſons and Morals of "os "Alexander, they | 


equir'd, That 4 ſtlect Body of their Cohorts might 
t bis particular Guard; and that none of 'the Em- 
ws Favourites and Familiars ſhould ever comverſe 
ith bim. All which was immediately put in 
cution, and the Soldiers reduc'd to their for- 
_ Dis... 5 795% os. 2 05 
11 His daily Endeavours to ſupplant his Couſin 
nder haſten'd his Ruin; and being foretold 
* the Syrian Priefts, That he ' ſhould die a violent 
heath, he built a lofty Tower with Steps of Gold 
nd Pearl, whence he might throw himſelf down ; 
repared Cords of Crimſon, Silk, and Gold, to 
Ingle himſelf, Golden Swords and Daggers to 
bb himſelf, and rich Poiſon kept in Boxes of 
meralds and Facynth , that he might chile a 
heath according to his Humour; declaring, That 
js Death ſhould be more Gloriow and Magnificent 
ban any before him. He often fix d upon Alexan- 
s Death ; but fearing that' the Senate mighe 
aa his Deſigns by chuſing another Emperor, he 
Wlolv'd to anticipate them, and on a ſudden ba- 
bd the whole Senate out of the City, conſtrain- 
ls them to depart immediately, without allow- 
g to make the leaſt Preparations for Travelling. 
torely after, having unſucceſsfully endeavour'd to 
ſon Alexander, to ſound the Soldiers he report- 
| that he was dead, which immediately rais'd 
Mutiny among them. To appeaſe which, he 
Imediately took Him along with him in a Cha- 
ot deautified with Pearl and Gold, to the Camp; 
Mere the Soldiers Acclamations were ſolely di- 
ted to Alexander, and no reſpect ſhewn. to the o- 
er; which ſo enrag'd Heliogabalus, that he threat- 
ed the ſevereſt Puniſhments to thoſe who ap- 
zuded his Couſin. But the Soldiers taking this 
dantage, at his Return follow'd him to his 
ice, purſu'd him into a Privy, whither he had 
EBEe3 fled, 
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„died, from whence they hauwrd him 
The Drath him into a naſty Sink , and then e 
of Helio- through the Streets of Rome like the Carkalal 
Sedus. Dog, with this Military Acclamation, TheWth 
an untamed and raveping Luſt! At jaſt when 

found the bulk of his pamper d Body too law 

to enter the hollow Seat of a Privy, which thi 
deſigu d for its laſt Funeral Ceremony, they the 

it into the Tiber, with heavy Weights: ty'd 0 

that none might ever find it and give it the H 

nour of Burial. This was the miſerable and 
nominious Death of Heliog abalus the twenty fo 
Emperor of Rome; but in the eighteenth I. 

of his Age, after a deteſtable Reign of abont i 

Years ; a Prince ſo vile and abominable as is} 

netth all farther Cenſure or: Notice. The Jul 

ment from Heaven appear d the greater from 

- Senate's and Peoples Approbation of his Dey 

and their making a Decree, That thenceforward 

Emperor of Rome ſhou'd he call d by the Neel 
toninus; which was a Name held in ſo much 
neration, that all the Emperors ſince aum 

Ind of lo P biloſophus had taken upon them. His wicked! 
Mother Se- ther likewiſe received her Reward from Heal 
miamira. being flain by the Soldiers at the fame. 
who thruſt Stakes through the Fundaments ol! 

yeral of his lewd Companions, that their B. 

might be conformable to their Lives. This 

ned U. C. 915. A. D. 222. and of che publict! 

of the Empire, 29. 15 Fs 


J. D. VII. The State of Rome had now been ſend 
222, hatraſs d and afflicted; but upon the Deal 
Nafieliogabalus, it began to have ſome breathing, 
33 return d, and all the „e , 

| diſpers d by the Appearance of young A 
2 2 who by the univerſal Conſent of the Senat 


Emperor, People, as well as the Soldiers, was af 
3 9 1 FEW 3p $4 . * 133 * 4 | 
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a * PR 1155 rable 4 
PR. 19 1 pines, 7 
wo ö Jet es ae 985 15 the 
Houle, .- 67 i to ve on 
ger, 7 1 2 Hs 55 45 211 
af 7555 ws s for. 0 77 Ti & of 142 r 75 
urdenſome one of it ears. Aera An nder 
Pompey hag, Path « 777 theſe * 15 by iber Ex- 25 


urs and Triumph; but fer im they were at int er 
be Name 0 4 Cheers for 4. 24%, er Varr Ty 


Yon 1 erate. His irmnels, andthe en- 

ve Gravity of 7 Behaviour caus'd eat Admi- 

Won; eſpecially” when they obſerv'd, that Ho 

ole Body of the Senate was nk ; able 1 to vangquiſh 

de Modeſty of one your "Man. 

79 107 40 0 97 1 ning „ Was now 
according to N 


T 5K #Y 


ſe rema oe le Si 15 30 Por and Me W 
Ie for es Solidity of his Parts and Ju ndgment, that 
tthe be ginning Life is Adminiftr 

ag A viſe old Man than 2 Youth ; ſo that the 
1. 4 of the Jones and People was unexpreflible for 


us happy Election. Beginning his Reign = 
e 4 
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he real Aſſection of all Men, by; the” Advice 
dis wiſe Mother, he choſe-the worbieft aug 
experiene'& Perfons 1 he ere e 
lors; and he never acted nor decteed au This 
without their Opinion, notwithitandinS be Wen 
judicious and ſagacious, that feart&any Man cbt 
impoſe upon him; and if any attempted it, 
ſeldam fail'd of obliging the Author tc repent | 
his Labour. Among his Miniſters of State, t 
principal were, Upian the renowned. Lawyer';/in 
Sabinus,, who was. call d the Cato of his Time, w 
; ſeveral $218 eminent Men of that Profeſſion, 
Scholars of the great Papinian ; by reaſon of whit 
the Regularity of his Government was highly x 
plauded by all Men, there being a ſudden Chany 
and a happy. Alteration in all Things, : Forint 
three laſt Reigns the moſt inſupportable Inſolenci 
and Diſorders were publickly committed, and tok 
rated by the Governors. Wherefore, _ 
' The firſt Thing that this Emperor ſet about, vl 
to reform all the Officers and Servants in his ov 
Palace, diſplacing and baniſhing all thoſe lewdan 
infamous Perſons whom Heliogabalus had eftablilh 
there, declaring, That that Emperor was an i 8 
ward of his People, "who. out of their Bomelt feta 
Company of unneceſſary Mouths that are noxious, u 
leaſt 72 to the State. He would admit none f 
to his Palace to pay their Devoirs to him, 
Wife or Mother, but Perſons of Honeſty and g 
Reputation; ſolemnly forbidding by the publi 
Cryer all ſuch as knew themſelves to be ohe 
wiſe, to approach his Preſence; for if he 00 
diſcover'd them, it ſhould coſt them their Li 
He diſpos d of the Eunuchs whom Heliogabalus fn 
made his great Companions in Lewdnels, and i 
promoted them to high Offices, and diſtcibuts 
them among his Miniſters, with this Order, 4% 
if for tlie future their Reformation did not "I 
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parent, it old be lawful te puniſb thent with 

heath, without 11 Authority of the 
Magiſtrate. ' And that he might remove” all Cor- 
ſuptions of Mariners, he ſtrickly f bad the Uſe of 

Ant Baths in Rome; where bach Sexes batfrd to- 


aber; all which Bad been prohibited by ſome of 


he good Emperors, but wete, reviv'd'by ; 120 


ln, being higt y agreeable.to hie Tempe * 

He was no ef careful in his Re Narben Fit 

udges and publick Officers wii his Predecefſor 

ad eftabliſh'd ; and a fo in 

Him Ranks, he reftot'd te che 

ities all ſuch as Had been uralt deprivid. E 

der d ſo much Ordet and ,Regu rity it Ad: 

jiniſtration, that all Matters of Juſtice were eon. 

mually determin'd by Men of Tnitegrity and moſt 

arned in the Laws ; all Matters of Wars were 

unag'd by experienc'd Soldiers,and wiſe old Mets, 

elt read in ancient” Hiſtories; and in general, he 

erer diſpos'd of any publick Office out of Favour 

Friendſhip, but purely for Merit and Sufficiency; 

ing commonly elected both by bim and the Se- 

te alſo. He uſually” ſaid, That ſuch only ought ro 

advanc d, who cou d diſcharge their; Offices by them = 

Ives, and not by Deputies 3. Wing Withal ," That 

mial Men bad their peculiar "Faculties and ' Abili- 

„ and learned Men theirs ; therefore every Perſon 

mid act according to their Knowledge and Capaci- 

„ That he might be exact in chuſing Men, 

 obſerv'd a laudable Cuſtom when be appointed 

orernors of Provinces and Citze which was to 

ubliſh the Names of the deſign'd Petſons, deſiring 

d encouraging all Perſons to make all juſt Ob- 

tions againſt them, and manifeſtly to prove the 

ime, it there was any Cauſe of Accuſation; 

viding, that if they did not ſufficiently prove 

eir Charge, and if their Accuſation proceeded 

em Malice, the Accuſer ſtrotid be 2 
e | os 
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here his Servants' commonl ak'd to bis ons 
Ie of the City. He ſo Much deteſted 


wards. and .G 2 


the Caſe of 1 and 
1 the Caſe of Places and, Offices, char he 
bare his eel 111 Of. . Were.mg 
convicted: e is We have a memofable, 
nce of his chi avpurite Turgnus,, 25 —— 
his Familiarity 4 1 Fs Jo 
conclude, that che Na 187 nothin 7 5 | 
ment without his partical ar Ady 
ing related to bim, for 2. tall. 7 3 uf 
Practices, he caus d a Perlon openly to 2 4 
lim for 1 8 in , Su, Ty to 180 Tri- 
gut OA 1M in earneſt] moving 
he Emperor 125 bis bel: Which being done, 
and a conſiderable Sum gwen: him, he pramis d 
is utmoſt Afliſtance to the r and, with- 
ut mentipning the Matter to the Emperor, told 
im ſhortly after, That be had carefu * his 
uit, and 4 av 4 Anſwer i in ame. - Where- 
upon the Emperor receiving Inf ormation, caus'd | 
the Petitionex to be often prgent with Turi uu, Who 
always pretended extraordinary Buſineſs, till in 
e Interim, the Place was diſpos d of to "another 
Perſon, and the unjuſt Practices of this Fayarice 
g to the Court, and ve open in the P ye 
ence of the Emperor, who heing fully aſſpreg of 
Keyeral Crime of this Nature, immediately adjudg'd 


4 1 - - * 


The Nenn H. oy. 4 bai ap. 


bim to be bout hd to a Stake in the main FI 
and ro be ſdihers 15 Death with the Snoke | 
9 0 . Wood and wet Stubble, che "publick Cri 
n the mean time eie He 855 fold Smil 
dies) by Simo ke. He was ] dere a that th 
Cartiag es Gd Cot ru 899880 of t Magi rates 20 
public Officers, were alwa py. of eb 
equence ;' ere þ [- "wi 5 wont to 
| was, kd gr Ek Fg Jaffciew 1 Puniſhment if thei, C Cries 7 


them of of their late; AW but | ſince their Trufts. wa 

k preat, their Lives | # ol, Caſes ought | fo 29 fo i 
Breach 0 them. 
n_ mperor was nor only careful in puniſki 
Alg cortupr Officers, but likewiſe in it 

wing all "worthy 'Governours' and Judges; 
hat When he paſs A. chrough their Provinces, 
cook 5 into his Litter or Chariot with hin 
ferring, many Honours and Advantages upd 

ti) 2 Ap nd the better to be aſſured of their My 
'Defedts, he us d certain private and fed 

Mep: of great Verde ahd Integrity, ſtrialy tos 
mine their Lives and Actions, and to give an er 
Account of what K in the moſt remote Pri 
vinces and Cities Emplee,. When he { 
any to ſucceed in the 125 of a deſerving Gord 
nor or Magiſtrate, he likewiſe ſent particular Thanl 
to him in the Name of the Common- wealth, at 
beſtow d great Rewards upon him, as Lands, Her 
Corn, and many other Things: ; but moſt commt 
ly they were ſuch Things as fell to him by Cal 
tingencies and Courſe of Law. For wol 1 
Prince was very liberal, yet like Antoninus Pl 
'ſophut, he was not prodigal ; therefore be eld 
made large Preſents of Money, at leaſt out of 
ſtanding Revenues of the Empire; being wontl 
725 That the Revenue 0 f, the Poblick ought | not tt 
Jpemt but on publick Buildings, or Wars , and on ji 
ck Occaſions , „ and not upen Favourites and r 


Y, That 


eref 


refore both within and about Rome, he erected 
ny magnificent Edifices , as, Palaces ,, Baths, 
eatres, Coloſſes, Courts of, Audience, with 
y other Structures. He kept a private Regi- 
rof all ſuch as mexited to be conſider d for their 


* 


nices; and he often refreib'd. his Memory. by 
king into his own Memoirs, in- which he ſec 
wn the Names of p blick Officers, with the 
nes, and real Cauſes. of their Promotions. 
xe be alſo regiſtet d the Preſents he made to de- 
ring Perſons, and when he found any to whom, 
had given nothing, or not anſwerable to his 
zrics, he call'd him to him, asking him, 155 be. 
; ſo backward in demanding @ Reward? And 7 


wou'd ſuffer bim to be in bit Debt? He was moſt 
ere towards Thieves; but was very liberal. to 
h as he knew to be poor, that they might have 
Temptations to ſteal, or to covet the Goods of 
ers, He lent to them large Sums of Money 
of the Exchequer, with a ſmall Intereſt; and to 
at Numbers without any Intereſt; to purchaſe 
nſelves Lands, upon Condition of paying the 
bt only in the Product. He is obſerv'd. every, 
to have done ſome good to others, in which, 
exceeded the renowned Titus, by having the 
ppineſs of a longer Reign. He was allo. ſo. 
parkable for his Mercy and. Clemency, that in 
his Reign there was not one Senator put to 
th, nor any other Man, before his Accuſation 
 throughly heard, and his Offence ſufficiently. 
wed: Yet he ſeldom remitted any great Crime; 
never puniſh'd with Cruelty. When any Of- 
der or Robber was puniſh'd, he order'd the 
mon Cryer to uſe this memorable Sentence, 
not that to another, which you wou d not bave ano- 
do to you, which he ſaid he learnt from the 
ifians, And he was ſo in love with this Sen- 
ce, that he made Inſcriptions of it upon his own. 
Palace, 


himſelf decently, but not extravagantly, alledg 


Revenuès of his Excheq 
them, or invented new Impoſitions ; but mode 


Reigh much lefs Tribute ra 
of 425 Predeceſſors, and no Man was injur'd « 


bh Attire; therefott he wore no Jewels, not wo 


Size and Value, he order'd them to be epos 


larly vifited all Perſons of Worth, and peril 
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Palzee, his Courts of Jadicarure, and his pubic; 
Works and Baildings. i: 

Though this Emperor was very careful ce of 
ter, yet he ever ener 


ll 


ted aud Hmited thoſe of Heliotubalus, To that in nh 
aid: than to mat 


oppreſsd upon the Account of - Taxes,” He 
ſtraim d the orditiary Charges of the Court, 
— — the Palace to an excellent Order ; abril 
ing the ſuperfluous Expencts Inttoduc d by i 
Litxtiry of ſome former Emperors. He apparel 


That Governinint tonfiſted in Virlue; and nit in al 


it any in his Chamber, accountifis it's 

ani ty, at a Thing ſo {mnall i Duantity Mo 
fo lurge in Price. Ati Ambaſſatior having preſent 
his En refs with two Unions of an exctavidit 


Sale; but finding no one able to reach the conf 
ted Price, and fang her Example might be d 
getous if ſhe wote any Thing chat cot!'d nbt 
purchas'd; he dedicated them t ſerve as Pendi 
to the Ears of a Statue of Venus. At his Table 
never drank in Cups of Gold, nor allow'd ab 
two hundred 1 weight of Silver Veſſels in! 
Houſe ;* and whenever he made any publick! 
tertainment, he borrow'd both Pics — Serm 
of his Friends. He was likewiſe very affable 
courteous in his Temper, admitting any Man! 
his Preſence, and heating them freely. Hen 


any Man perſonally to inform him of his Buſi 
and finding their Demands reaſonable, be 
form'd their Requeſts ; if otherwiſe, he 
debated the Marter with them, and ew 0 
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Jap. . AVER AN HER xxv. 
Mir Errors. e Batra by bis Mortiee 


00 Wife, who bat © bit. eat jr 


wil: his Re n l epi 
nwer'd, es 7 EYE, 5 made Abo of 3 iwhex 
. His Rindueft atid Ciemenef tHe 1 205 1 


„ but only 4 litfte | in ** de of his Rei 1 
ind when the Cin, Had nk Teen © 
rain publick Place for th& Frereiſe bf thibit N55 | 
ion, and 4 Company of Cooks and Vickballers 
Ad claim'd the fue, L NN tte Makter by 
þ Reſcripr in theſ# Word 4 7; Be that God 
there worſhip 4 any Mimin „ than » the P ace 
ed be gut re fueh Of Uſes as thr 5 He fr +." In 
; Temples he Bid che Image of cis, 20 00 
Wade, havin Vf nnd A 4 aha, in his 
imily ; but 48 blitid Man, ien full Know- 
dee, e plae'd Chrift among his other Gods, Offer. 
g to adord Him {eros ks Notion, atid on d 
A built a ſepebats Temple to Him, but Was 
Iſwaded by the Pagan Prieſs. 

Alexander Having reign'd abqut four Leas, 

E general Satisfäction of all Men, begati 83 be 
um d by the News of the Pogtels of This Petri 
i atid Part hiant in the Faſt. For a famous Fee 

call'd Artaxerxes, of a nean Extract, büt 8 
traotditiary Coutap e and Policy; Had Lol 
Im Artabanus King Pot Part bia, Nerthröwn him 
Battel, and fecoper d the Ahelent Kingdom of 
fa, which for ſeveral Ages had been ſübject to 

Parthians ; After which hie made Pretencel 6f 
Ming the Perfian Empire to all its formef Pow- 
and Splehdot: and accotditigly began a Vigorotis 
faſion of Syria and Meſopotamia. The News 
theſe contifided Sticceſſh at \aft cant d Alen 
in the tenth Year of his Reign, to make all ne. 


ary Preparations to oppoſe this new Conque- 
ror; 
— 


ec to the Chriſtians,” io that.c Hits Etre or Sete Alan I 


We Roman Hiſtory. Bock! 
tor; and in a ſhort Time. went in Perſon jn 

Alia with a very powerful Army, Not longh 
fore this Expedition, Owvinius. Camille, à Sena 
of an ancient Family, ſwell d with Conceit, beg 
a Revolt from Alexander, and endeavour d to mal 
himſelf Emperor. Which being . diſcovers, 5 
ſufficiently proy'd to the Emperor, he ſent for li 
to the Court, calmly, telling him, That be gy 
bim Thanks for being jo willing to. take upon him 
Care, of the Empire, | bow contrary - ſoever it wa 


WT 


the Sentiments of others who were, god Mm; a 
immediately carry'd him along with him to. 
Senate, and call'd him his Collegue, to the pr 
Shame and Confuſion of Camillus. After this, | 
receiv'd him into his Court, plac'd him at his oy 
Table, and habited him with the lame Impen 
Ornaments with his own; and when this War y 
declar d againſt the Perſ;zans, he deſſt d him to he 
him Company in the Expedition. They began thi 
March together on Foot, Alexander urging him 
bear the Fatigue with Patience ; but at the end 
five Miles Camillus fail d, whereupon Alu 
order d him a Horſe. After two Days March! 
became tired with his Horſe, and was by. Al 

ders Orders plac'd upon a_Carriage, which i 
cou'd not make him eaſie: But whether it proced 
ed from Fear, Shame, or Wearineſs, he gladly n 
nounc d all Claims to the Empire, and woud f 
ther have dy'd than continu'd in it. Upon li 
Alexander diſmiſs d him, and ſent him, to his of 
Houſe in the Country with a Guard, where 

liv'd quietly for a conſiderable ſpace ; but ws 
laſt kill d by the Soldiers, yet wholly without 
Command of the Emperor, who had entity 
gain'd his Heart, and had treated him with all 


ginable Humanity). 
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t In this 18 eat E dition ag unt the Per ſlang, the Alexan- 
mperor WAs 'thanVidinary: careful and vi- ar Exe 
55 and! Aff . — 40 Motions of bis war wp 
Army, "ko obſerd dhe grenteſtRegularity and Dif--- 4, D. 
pine; lien ng lb uſtice among his Men, 233. 
ind puniſhing all Robberies Outrages; Injuries, 
nd Miſdemeanours, eve fue Ora ence and Se- 
rrity, that — ſeemid x well gotern'd City. 
s Soldiers were alſo handtomly cloachd, and 
ably arm di the” Cavalfy well mlongited) com- 
eatly ſurntyd awd capariſond; ſo chat to ſee 
he Artwybob: Alexander Stoerut ta ſofficient to 
ive an Idea of the Grandevr of the Roman Eur- 
ire, He was hon edrefuF concerning Am- 
inition and Proviſtons, and that no Solder ſhou d 
od or defraud Another, 10 chat if any Colonel or 
aptain detain'd the leaſt pare of his Soldiers Al- 
wance, he was condemn'd” to inevitable Death. 
| once diſcarded à whole Legion at a time; 
d never feat d the Mutineers of his Army, be⸗ 
ſe he knew that they cord object nothing 
ninſt his Life nor cou'd reproach him with per- 
ting his Officers to keep any part of their Rr 
bm them. He was no leſs careful of all ſick and 
ounded Perſons; he viſited them in their Tents, 
en thoſe of the loweſt Rank, and caus'd chen 
be carry d upon Waggons and to be ſupply 
th all Neceſſaries; declaring, That he ae 1 
k more after ' bis Men than bimſelf, - becauſe the 
lick Safety was in them. His Carriage and Be- 
viour was always familiar and affable cowards 
Soldiers ; and whenſoever he din d or ſupp'd, 
late with his Tent open in the view of all 
en, feeding upon the ſame Diet that other Sol- 
rs did. Beſides, he paid his Solgiers bounti- 
ly, and beſtow'd many Rewards upon them; 
tit any, in their marching near Gardens and 
cards, went out of his Place, he commanded 
Ff them 
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them to be beaten with Rods of Iron ; iſ che Digi 
ty of the Perſon exempted him rom ſuch a Pugh 
ment, he publickly reprimanded him: uſing the 
words, Mos d pu b milling 10 bade bi dne 
Jour Eſtate, which yon 0;' to: another ? If he ſay 
Soldier poor, and wasting Apparel, he relier d hy 

accordingly; ſaying alſe, How: can that-Suldier þ 
under ' Diſcipline, who wants both Clothes abd Ming 

for Hunger and Penury will dtive: bim to a 
conſtrain bim to aſt unj uſtly. For cheſe and the A 

Matters, the Emperot was infinitely below d gt 
dreaded, both by his own Soldiers, and by all d 
Countries through which he paſs dl? 

In this Order and Regularity, &exanderiadvand 
againſt the Perſians; and during the Time of 

War, there paſs d. many remarkable Skirmi 
and Encounters, till at laſt-both Parties joy a 
all their Forces, they refolv;d to eome to a gens 
Battel. Artaxerxes, fiuſh'd with his former 
ceſſes, had gather d together an Army of an 
numerable Company of Foot 130000 Horſe, mi 
700 Elephants, and 1800 Chariets arm d 
Scythes, which the Perfians and Part biams genes 
ly us'd in their Wars. The Emperor on the ot 
ſide brought an exceeding numerous Army, 4 
in this great Battel perform'd the Office of an 
cellent Soldier and Commander, perſonally !! 
ting every Battalion and Squadron, incoum 
his Men with very kind Expreſſions, calling i 
by their Names, promiſing them great Rem 
and fighting in Perſon a great part of the Uh Ev, 
like a valiant Knight. This Bartel continu d Al 
whole Day very ſevere and bloody; in the Me E. 
ing Alexander by his Management gain'd ons 
the greateſt Victories that ever was known it 
Empire, Artaxerxes with great difficulty ela 
with Life. There were {lain in this Battel 1% 
Horſemen, Footmen without Number, "mY 
pla 
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phants, and 300 taken, as alſo. looo armed. Cha- 
Fins, 2 and an infinite N umber FR, all 
Ranks and Qualitieg, as 9 8 5 ent 8 r Ae 
count which; dome ah ear loc 


Return — . 
Er nperor withon cany 5 A Cl —— 


duntries FAR 


m 
Uh 
ie 
e 0 
* 


ul 


' — . 


15 and —_ return 20 po Gig, py Ges. 
, either chrough-Maliaf 7 ion or-Deſign, has 
iven a very; differing and det — * ey of 
eſe Wars, for which he is zuftly cenſured by the 
wt judicions, Weigers. | The: Empegoe. þ being at 
hieb, he there put ſome-Commanders to Been 
jc incouraging their Soldiers in their Pebauch 
jes at Daphne, and gave great Rewards to "hes 
id likewiſe, to the Soldiers particularly tho 
nds gain di from the Enemy, to them and cheir 
irs, if they were likewiſe Soldiers; for he would 
ot permit thoſe Lands to come into the Hands of 
rate Perſons, alledging, That they wou'd.. moſ 
ful) ſervs in tbe Wars 1 1 who, fought: for their 
Lands, Here it was, that the Emperor's Mo- 
ter Mammæs ſent for the famous Origen. to · diſ- 
urſe with him ee the Docttines and . 
ples of Cbriſtianity; and h by ring kept him for ſome 
e, ſhe honourably difmi „ordering a good 
bet to conduct him to his Charge at Au 
. 
dltxender having eftabliſh'd 4 laſting Peace in 
e Eaſt, return 7 to Rome, Where — + in 
no ciumph, after a more folemn and pompous Man- 
1 r than any before him, having his Triumphal 
e bariot drawn by Elephants which he had ens, 
1 1008 tie exceeding ſurprize of the SpeRators ; and 
00 whole Senats and Gentry of Ranks with in- 
plak WE . numerable 
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numerable Throngs of the Commeng, "Wome 
and Children, receiv'& him wich infinite Bleſſing 
add Applauſes, and incredible Tranſports of Joy 

The foflowing Day Was ſpent in the Game 
che ide, and the Diyerſſons of che Stage; 
which time the Emperor gave à Largeſs to 0h 

Poor, and eſtabliſtt d Penſions for the Maintenang 

of poor Children, according to che Example e 

Amtmimus Pius, Cüllin 8. them by the Name 

Mammæum, in Honour of his Mother Mam 

About the ſame time, Nriur Celſus obtaimd 

great Victory over the* Naurifnf and Fighh 

nian in Africk; * © Macrinns had good fog 
ceſs in Germany j and Flntius Palatus" return 
from Armenia with Victory: So that the Breach 
and Weakneſſes made by cortupt Princes in 

Empire, began in ſome meaſure to be repairdl 

And in reinſtating the Empire, and in reformii 

Corruptions, no Prince was ever more diligeg 

than Alexander ; who after his Return from th 

Eaſt, ſpent two or three Years itt” None, makin 

all kind of Regulations, and doing Juftice'inud 

a manner, that he was beloy'd and admir'd 

the higheſt Degree by all worthy Perſons. Ofl 

he was murmur'd at by ſome, who complaint 

that he was coo much led and govern'd by ii 

Mother, who though ſhe was a Woman of ext! 

ordinary Wiſdom and Virtue, was notwithſtandil 

branded for Avatice. He proceeded to new KK 

gulations, and conftituted fourteen Curators, 4 

Conſular Perſons, to the ſeveral Quarters oft 

City, whom, together with the Governour of 

City, he order'd to take Cognizance of the C 

"Cauſes, in ſuch a method, as all, or the great 

part of them, ſhou'd' be (preſent when any Bt 

neſs was tranſacted. He diſtributed all the Vi 

ners, Victuallers, Regraters, and generally the M 


of all Crafts, into Companies and Corporatid 
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d whom he appbinted Governours and Officers to 
nage in the Diſpatches that might ariſe among 
gem in the Matter of their ſeveral Crafts and 
Profeflions. He alſo eſtabliſi d publick Maga- 
ines in all the Quarters of the City; to which 
hoſe who had not Conveniences of their own, 
night carry their Proviſions, and lodge them with 
afery. This Emperor was always diligent in his 
(fairs, inſomuch that ſcarce a Minute of his 
fime was loft ; his leiſure Hours being uſually 
pent in reading excellent Authors, more parti- 
larly Plata's Commonwealth, and Tul)s Of- 
ces. He was a gteat Inconrager of Learning 
nd learned Meng and appointed Salaries: and 
ublick Schools for Rhetoricians, Grammarians, 
Phyſicians, Aſtronomers, Geometricians, and Ar- 
hires, ſending great Numbers of Scholars, whom 
educated and maintain d. Among the learned 
en of this declining Age, flouriſn'd Dion-Caſſius, 
at celebrated Writer of the Roman Hiſtory in 
* who was twice honour'd with the Con- 
ullnip. af 8 = 

This worthy Emperor thus living in perfect 
ace and Tranquillity, about the thirteenth Year 
f his Reign, the High-Germans, and: other Nor- 
ern Nations, took up Arms, as formerly, againſt 
e Empire, and paſt the Rhine. and Danube with 
ch Fury, and ſuch infinite Herds of People, that 
| Italy and Rome were in à great Conſternation. 
pon Notice of which, the Emperor made what 
eries he cou'd, and to the mighty Regret of 
e City, went in Perſon to ſtem this furious 
orrent. Notwithſtanding the Enemies were ex- 
eding powerful and numerous, Alexander by his 
Kraordinary Diligence and Management ſoon 
ppreſs d their Fury, and daily gain'd Advanta- 
s over them. But tho the Emperor met with 
much ſucceſs againſt theſe barbarous Nations, 
4 & be 
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he met with more barbarous Uſage. from , 
ſtanding Legions *chEamp'd about mg] rex) 
Mentz,, which a? oe OI oorrupted ii ww; 
the Reign of Helisgabalas, and ever ſince hall he verv 
train'd up in all Kinds of Rapines and. Diſorde etre 
Alexander cou'd neither endure their inſolent Md 
Tages, nor they his regular Diſciplines; but eat 
eſpecially they exclaim'd againſt. the exceedi 
Penuriouſneſs of his Mother Mawmwea, who 
then, as at other times, with him in the Cu 
Theſe Inſolencies increaſing on one ſide, and 4 
Emperor's Strictneſs on the other, the'Diſtemjy 
began to grow too ſtrong for violent Remedy 
Theſe Heats and Miſchiefs were daihy blown 
by the Artifices of a famous old Soldier, e 
Maximinus, who gathering the Soldiers togeii f che 
exhorted them, Zo abandon a niggardly Mom, f che 
4 diſpirited Boy, who cou'd tamely trickle 10 41 
ther's Tyranny, and to joyn themſelves to Mn 
Courage, who bad been long their Companion in 4 
and an experienc'd Captain ; which by Degrees un” 
ſuch an effect, that the Soldiers 'refolv'd ut 
Alexanders Death. And ſhortly after they el 
Red their impious Deſign in the Emperor's Tt 
where Au. Victor tells us, That when the En 
ror ſaw himſelf abandon'd by his Guard, he ch 
The Death out. That-: his Morber was the Caſe of his le 
A Alexa and feeing the Executioner come, with g# 
Mammæz. Confidence he offer'd his Neck to be {truck 
which was immediately ſucceeded by the Dea 
rt. 31 ID OS | 
This was the unfortunate End of Alemann 
wverus, the 25th Emperor of Rome, in the 29th, 
rather 27th Year of his Age, after a noble 1 
proſperous Reign of thirteen Vears and nine VI 
an admirable Prince, both for his Vertues and 
vernment, who by means of his Mother's Ava 
and his own raſh Reformation of a *60rrupted 
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i expreſſible Grief of — the — Empire. 
teu we may except. 7 Julius 


de eerwhelm'd him; and P | Whoſe Avarice 
ordeieſtroy'd him; this was che firſt 1 e Emperor 
tO ad Govetnor in Rome who an nnnatural- 
\noW:2h. Let chü may truly. — aid to be owing 
the Corruptions of \Heliogabialas, as that of Per- 
x to choſe of Commodys :.S0., that theſe Tytants 
rein a great meaſure anſwerable for the others 
deaths, beſides the infinite Number of Miſchiefs 
ey brought upon the State afterwards. Alexan- 
44 3 in the 988th Year of the City, 258 Years 
ter the Eſtabliſhmene of the Empire b — uſtus, 
; after our Saviour's Nativity," 139 s er the laſt 


| the Empire. | 
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y, was taken off in the prime of his Age, to the 
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From MY,” Death of. an i 4 the Capi 
vity of Valeriam, the Thirty, Secend Emp 
ror; when the Empire began to be. uſurpd1 
Thirty Ferſons at once, anon . In 


d, 


res its 


| Containin 18 e Share of about” 24, Tears, 
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A. D. E "H E Dauber Murther ng — at i 
AI .! | occatjon'd, great Tumults and, Confuſion 

among the Soldiers, which being. appeas d, an 
.. finding no Heir to the deceasd Emperor, the) 
_ all made choice of Maximinus, who had been thi 
Emperor, Chicf Promoter of the Murther, ſwore him, an 
and his Son acknowledg'd him as Emperor. Maximin il 
Maximus. mediately join'd his Son Maximum with him, 
Partner and Emperor, with equal Power and Al 
thority ; but the Senate and People of Rome utts 
ly refus' d to confirm their Election, or to acknon 
Ke {ge either of them as Emperors, being extream 
enrag'd at the Death of Alexander, and refolv' 
revenge it the firſt opportunity. So that Maxi 
nus was the firſt Roman Emperor, to whom Hill 
rians give that Title, who was elected without 
Conſent of the Senate. Maximinas was now fi 
two Years of Age, and his Son eighteen. The! 
ther was. a Perſon of the meaneft Extraction, à 
was born in Thrace, where for ſome time be 
only a poor Herdſman; his Father Micca being 
Getb, and his Mother, "Hobs, an Alave ; 10 
of either Side he was barbarous by Deſcent. 4 


was of a Gigantick Stature, being in Height ei 
Geomer 


4 


0. V. Maxim and hin Sar Max. XXVI. 


zometrical Foot and an half, and had a Body an- 
verable to his Stature, in Strength, Symmetry, and 
coportion ; and his Joints, were fo large, that his 
Wife's Bracelet often ſerv'd him for- a Ring upon 
; Thumb. His Diet was ſo remarkable for the 
uantity, that he generally eat forty Pound weight 


aA 


nech every Day, and drank about fix Gallons 
vine, without being immoderate in either, 
Ii Strength was alſo proportionable, being able 
um and draw loaden Wains, which, two Oxen 


d ſcarcely. mode; to ſtrike out. the Teeth of 
Horſe with his Fiſt; to break his Thighs, and 
il bim with a Kick ; to crumble hard Chalk- 


r lo bold and couragious, ſa fierce-and preſump- 
jous, that relying wholly upon his prodigious 
ulk and Strength, he neither feat d nor regarded 
Man in the World. For his great Strength, he 
s call'd Hercules, Antæu, and Milo; for his 
urage and Valour, Achilles, Hector, and Ajax; 
id for his Savage Cruelty, Buſiris, Phalaris, and 
dips, His Son Maximas bore fome Proportion to 
n, but is moſt remember'd- for his extraordinary 
ape and Beauty; ſo that when his Father cre- 
d him Emperor, he gave this Reaſon in Wri- 
ls, That be choſe Him not only becauſe be was his 
n, but alſo becauſe the Senate and 2 of Rome 
pit ſee and ſwear, That they never had ſuab a beau 
Prince before. Te P n 
The firſt Education of the Father was very 
an, being brought up chiefly among Cattle; 
t his Ambition increaſing with his Strength and 
dy, he left his poor Employ ments, and repair d 
the Roman Army, where he was ſoon diſtin- 
id and admir'd by all Men, and particularly 
the Emperor Severus then reigning, though he 
not arriv'd at his full Stature. Severus cele- 

brating 
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ones between his Fingers, and to cleave young” 
tees with his Hands. Beſides, he was of a Tem- 
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derable Gifts and Rewards from bim. In t 
receiv d other Encouragements in the Army; U 


of his Treaſon to his Sovereign, returning to 


this Charge, and perform'd his 


* 


LUV ‚ --- Lie eo HS 

wen To, Boch 
brating the Birth. Pay of his Sof Git4 Wit hs 
my in Syria, Maximinus newly lifted, "fo Tignalix 
himſelf by his Fiſty-coff, Running and Weſt 
that he became indiſputable Conqueror in tho 
Exerciſes. And afterwards ſtiewing to the Eng 
ror fome extraordinary Inftances of his Strens 
and Courage, he was made one of His Guard, gy 
tinually attended the Palace, and received conf 


Reign of Caracalla he was made a Centurion, 1 
wou'd not ſerve His Succeſſor Macrinus, by teal 


own Country, Thrace, where he. purchas d ſon 
Lands, and continu'd there till the Reign of yon 
Heliogabalus, from whom he expected ſome 

Poſt in the Army. But he was ſo diſcourag(! 
the monſtrous Effeminacy of that Emperor, t 
he left the Court, though his Friends Toon aft 
rais d him to the Office of a Tribune. Upon 
Death of Heliogabalus he Temov'd to Rome, il 
was receiv'd with great Kindneſs and Conrtely! 
Alexauder, who particularly recommended him! 
the Senate, and made him a Colonel and C 
mander of the fourth Legion, which conſiſted! 
new-rais'd Soldiers. Maximinus gladly accept 
| uty with gt 
Advantage in the Wars of Germany, where! 
ſhew'd exceeding Valour and Courage; by mel 
of which, and the ſeveral Gifts he frequently] 
ſtow'd among the Soldiers, after the treaſon 
Murther of Alexander, he was rais'd to the I 
pire. So prevalent is Ambition, that it makes M 
forget all Gratitude and Loyalty, and commit 
blackeſt Villanies to obtain Sovereignty , notl 
fering them to remember, That the fame vi 
means that raisd them, ſeldom fails to de 


them. N I 


p. V. Maxima. and his Son Nn. XXVI. 433 
lariminus ſeeing himſelf advance d to ſo dig sn 1 j 
Aon as the Empire, according to his proud and 
„ent Temper, began immediately to ſhew the 

ol moſt Extent of his Authonity:; and chuſing ras 

"nl her to be fear d than loyd, he ſoon committed 

e eat Cruelties, reigning like Spartacus or Arhenion 

ech a Conte ip 1 — — And firſt,” he 

ut to Death all luch as been intimate 

nd familiar with Alexander ; and then Tanin f un 

ainice Number of others, not allowing any Com- 

ander in his Army, or any Senator in the Se- 

ne, that had been advanc'd by him. And be- 

auſe he was much aſham d of the Meanneſs of hir 

«ration, he commanded all ſuch as beſt iktiew 

im, and his Parents, to be lain}; diongh many 

f them had reliev'd his Parents and him in the 

me of their -low Condition. And becauſe the 

itians had found ſome Shelter, and a favou- 

ble Entertainment in the Family of his Prede- 

or, he rais d a ſevere Perſecution againſt them; 

jough it was principally levelld againſt the Bi- 

ps and Miniſters of the Church, as the prime 75 5:5 
uthors and Propagators of Cbriſtianity. This general 

5 the ſixth general Perſecution of the Ghrifians, Ferſieutiem 
hich broke out in the firſt Near, and in the be- f. DP. 
nning of this Emperor's Reign, thirty three Years , 23 


bim 


ed 
cept 


\ orefie<r che beginning of that under Seven. This 
ere as extremely violent, but very ſhort, occaſioning 
meien to write his Book concerning Martyrdom ; 
tly r it was not ſo general as the other Petſecu- 


dns were, raging in ſome particular Places, 
pecially in the Province where Max iminus re- 
ed. Whence Sulpitius Severus admits not this 
to the Number of the ten Perſecutions, making 


ſonfl 
e E 


es Me 
mit t 


of i more than nine Pagan Per ſecutions, and reſer- 
- vn the tenth for the Times of Antichriſt. The 
geln velty of this Emperor likewiſe extended to all 


h Perſons, whoſe Lives and Eſtates became a fre- 


ain quent 


quent Sacrifice to him; repoſing ſuch a Confidence 
in his own Strength and Courage, that he judy 
himſelf in a manner immortal. Vet he: hay { 
much Policy and regard to his Safety; a8 to en 
deavour the ſecuring his Soldiers; for beſides the 
ordinary Pay, he gave them many Penſions an 
Rewards, providing all things neceſſary for them 
anch like wiſe in all Actions took greatet᷑ pains th 
any common Soldier, ſhewing incredible Courig 
and Diligence: And it was à piece of his Burk 
rian Temerity to think, that an Emperor ought i 
ways to fight with his ow]n Hand 7 hougb 
was ſo vaſt in Body and Strength, yet he evet wel 
well arm'd, was upon all Occafions*as diligent 
any in his Army, and had always bold and had 
Men about him, fit for the Execution of any e 
traordinary Attempt. Finally, the Effects of 
his Actions was to command as a true Tyrant, at 
to act the greateſt Outrages with the moſt probal 
„ Serntich. n l 6 bers of aol 
In a ſhort: time the inſupportable Behaviour! 
this Tyrant caus d Magnus, a Conſuler Perſon; 
conſpire with many of Alexanders old Soldi 
and ſome others, to break down a wooden Bic 
as ſoon as the Emperor had paſs'd it, and aband 
him to the Enemy. | But this was ſoon dilcove 
to Maximin; though ſome think the whole Pi 
ject was invented by himſelf, to colour over 
Cruelties, which he executed to fo high a Degſ 
that he caus d above four thouſand to be 
who he pretended were guilty of that Treald 
Shortly after a great Number of © Alexander's 0 
Soldiers mutiny'd; and withdrawing themlell 
from the Camp, proclaim'd one Quarciamm, 
Ticus; for Emperor, who had lately been remdl 
from his Charge. The Soldiers conſtrain'd hin 
accept of the Empire, which he with great Reit 
refus d.; for Macedonia, who had been the h 
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xnoter of His Advancement: Widhin 'a few'Days' 

r murther'd” him in his Bed, and" carried his: 
ad to Maximining, where he Was kindly receryd;d 
| afterward Püt 86's etuel Deniz Torts Treue: 
his Sovereign and his Treathery to his nend 
ih theſe Suceefſe# the Crathy and Tyruumy 65. 
briminus increas d i but ſhofely* after Folowing® ⸗ 
Wars, he remob d out bof - P, ad ee 
en the Gern in ſeverat Bitcels;) wilted! aw 
ir Country With“ Fire and Sword for four Hund. 
d Miles together, ang chreaten d to ſubdue all 
Northern Nations as far as the Ocean; and had 
general Carriage been anſwerable to his Var 
ght probably have enjoyd Time and Oppertnu- 
Y to have perform'd all. The Seaſon being fas 
fand, he winter d in Pans from whence hd 
te to the Senate, extolling an s Victortes and | 
queſts, and ſending them aft his Battels und 
imiſhes painted on Tables; i telling the Fathers, 


be bad perfemm l mite und” greater Efe 

| any of the Ancients" ever did; and at the fame 

e he commanded infinite Marthets and Slaugh. 

to be executed at Nome; and moſtly the princi- 

| Perſons of the City; preſuming only upon his 

n Perſonal Strength, and the Power of his Army; 

which he gave many Rewards; ariſing from Con- 

ations and othet Rapines. Inſomuch that the ; 

ate and People of Rome ſtobd in great Fear of 

, many being ready to tremble at his Name; 

I both Men and Women made ſolemn'Vows and 0 

wers to their Gods, That he might never come 

Rome, For they had heard, that in the method 

his Diſcipline, he crucify'd ſome, ſtuff d others 

0 the Bodies of Beaſts newly flain, caft ſome 

e to wild Beaſts, and cudgel'd others co Death, 

thout Diſtinction of Rank and Quality. | 

Moſt of the Provinces began to groan under 

Burthen of this Tyrant, and Africk firſt ſhew'd 
| its 


446 IVXX The Rowen Hſtory. '7tÞ Bock 
tor; wha gather d this Maſter's Revenues and Id 
butes wich inſoppertable Outrages and. Extoring 
pillaging che Goads,: and taking, away the Ling 
of many worthy-Men. '' And contiauing chu 
his Rapines and Cruelcies, the People got bei 
able t0-\endurs! bis Qppreſhions, form d a Conly 
racy; againſt him, and deſtroy'd.,him- - AMI 
conſd ning how: dangerous a Crime.they had oy 
mitted, they: for their Security, reſols d to: ce 
mit à greater, Which was, To greate an Empyey 
Wherefore conferring with the; Legions af 
Province, they [unanimouſly agreed t chule.G 
diar Emperor, who was then Proconſul of 4% 
a, Perſon of great Fame and Reputation, boch f 
his Vertues and Dignities, and negt eighty Ye 
of. Age. And accordingly the Soldiers: and.N 
tives aſſembling together, they enter d umi 
ouſly into Gor diam Houſe, who immediately c 
ceiy d chat they came to lay him; but undecſtag 

ing their Deſign, he utterly. refus d their Offer, p 

ticularly alledging their Loyalty; and his ex 

Age, But they were ſo firm and rg ſolute te f 

firſt Deſign, ene een his Oppoſii 

they conſtrain d him to accept of the Enfigns 4 

GSordian Title of Emperor; which were given to him, # 
and his Son likewiſe to his Son Gordian, Who was forty 
Gordian Years of Age. The old Man, though he accept 
made of this Dignity againſt his Conſent, yet-bej 
Arik. mediately wrote do the Senate, acknowledg 5 
Tubat be bad umpillingly accepted of the Emin, 

only with defign to free it from ib inſuppo 

Tyrennies of Maximinus. Having publiſh'd the! 

in the City of Tiſdrum, where he was ele&ed, 

took his Journey towards Carthage, with all 

| Marks and Attendance of an Emperor, when 
2 was receiv d with great Joy and Satisfaction! 
rhe — Senate and People of Rome with great yo | 


iy up. V. Maxian.andbie Shs Mas. xxl IG 


 Woocov'd of the lection of, Gwdiex and bis Son, 
Til = 2 a d. his Som 
* 2 Ee and. 1 5 he does. Bom 


_ — Aly Marinen, 
wvernour of the City, for 5 


f Cordian; and-at the lame: fines het Sandor 
| the Young 72 3 1 5 on to == $ | 
ndden 
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Y 1 0 al parts. 12 \ T6 4A 
n The Senate now ede in hat 1 


y were involy'd, and what might enſue from 
e vaſt Power of Maximinus, | made- All nenlary 
reparations for their Salety and Security, w ricing 
ters into all Provinces, commanding all. tho 
wernors to be diſplac d who, were Lellablüd d 
. Maxim inus, and ordering Gordian to be pro- 
im d Emperor. This Order and Direction was 
ey d in moſt Provinces, in lome che Governours 
ere lain, and in others the Senate's Meſſengers ; 
that there was Bloodſhed in all parts, and the 
nelty of Maximinus made all Men cruel. . Up- 
Intelligence of the Tranſactions of Africk and 
me, Maximinus was ſo confounded and enrag'd, 
t he cry d out like a ſavage Beaſt ; and violent- 
running his Head againſt the Walls, he fell on 
e Floor, rent his Cloaths, and gave many other 
ns of an extraordinary Fury and Diſtraction. 
e next Day, when the Heat of his Paſſion why 
* allay'd, he call'd his whole Army 

t, and in a ſet Speech complain'd of the -4 


0 and — of the Africans, and of the 
Levity 
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in 4fice, made an Inſurrection againſt Gh 


The Death length overthrown by Capelianus,' and young 
.of young dian ſlain, after a ſhort Reign with his Fathe 
Gordian. about thirty Days; being different from his 


the City, and deſigning to aſſwags his Wrath 
the G Crueſties; but his Marches were w. 


 thage, againſt whom old Gordian ſent his 


IVX. me Roman Fü Bookie 


Tevity and Inconſtaney of the Ronan, Hineig 
them to Revenge his Cauſe 4 making large: Jo 


„ 


miſſes and Afﬀurances, That they bud poſſeſs 
Efiter of all Perſay# bat bad" offended. © Aid. ah 
This he gave them their ordinary Pay, and mn 
Rewards be ſides; ſo that all promis d to ſerye i 
with the utmoſt Fidelity; though many of thi 
bore a mortal Hatred againſt him. In this m 
ner uſing all pollible Diligence, - Maximinus fit 
ed his Journey towards Rome, with his Whole 
my, breathing Gut Ruin and Deſtraction agi 


ſlow and incominodious, by reuſpn of the g 
Numbers of Men and Cartiages, and the Bagyij 
together with the great Scarcity of Victuas; 


all the Inhabitants of the unfortifyd Citdesi 
Towns in his Way, hating his Government, 
abandon'd their Habitations, and ſecur d theit i 
Viſions. ey 11 4980 Bris 3298 9001 201 aſh ee 
-. During cheſe Pranfactions in Gagen and 
Cupelianul, Govertiotir of Namidis and du 
being au Enemy? t0/ him; and a een 
minus, who had plac'd him there. >Underlia 
ing the Promotion of Goriian, he immedis 
put his own Legions into Order, and levying Wt 
Forces he cou'd* beſides, he march d towards 0 


with a raw undiſciplin'd Army, which notwi 
ſtanding fought valiantly for a while, but un 


ther in Vertue, and moſt remarkable for his g 
Number of Children and Concubines, for u 
he was by ſome calFd the Priamm, and by of 
the Pr;-pus of his Time. His Father hearing | 


\ 


eth of his Sen, of the Lofs of the Battel, and a 
aorious Enemy approaching, and ſeeing no Hopes 
fRelief, ſtrangled himſelf with his own Girdle ; 4nd of bis 
ind ſo dy'd with Reproach and Iguominy, after he £2197 
ad liv'd eighty Years in great Honour and Repu- 

tion. In the mean time Capelianus purſuing his 

Aory, enter'd Cartbage; where he flew the 

rincipal of choſe who eſcap d from Battsl, pil- 

red Houſes and Temples, exercis'd exceflive Cru: 


1 "* 


| dies both in the City and Country, and plunder d 
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* 


Towns and Villages, under pretence of reveng- 
jo the Injuries done to Maximinus ;| likewiſe 
ing all poſſible Methods ſo to gain the Hearts 
the Soldiers as to be made Emperor himſelf, 


1 


Ml g Dangers) the Senate With great Solemnit) met 
be Temple of Fupiter; and Atter many ſerious 


> / 


= 


edindnſulations, "they chofe Maximus Pupia and Pupienus 


g Balbinus for Emperors chnjoyntiy; Who nd Balbi- 
yds C een? 


1 
is J 


both held great Offices, had been worthy vu“ mais 
mmanders ard Severe tn th ale in 7 Jax ä 
e and Reputation. And to fatisfie the People, 

Þ with great Tumults oppos d this Election, 

Senate a ſecond time nominated the Voungell 

5 for Caſar, 4 Youth of vety promiſing 

Mti em.. un ahnen | 

Theſe two being created and fworn Emperors; 

le all the Levies thèy Eou'd both in Rome and 
Country; and Pupienss being the moſt expe- 
gage Man, left the Gity to öppoſe Maximimus, 
1 | 8 8 who 
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after he underſtood this laſt Election, he redoy 


valiant Noblemen of Rome, an 


Soldiers, that they were not able ft pon 
Attacks; and N were the 
„ db 


1 Roman Hijtory | . 1 Book ji Ch: 


who was coming down like a mighty Torrent up 
on ltaly, extreamly rejoycing at the Deaths och 


two Gordians, and the Victory of Capelianui. By 


bled his Rage and Fury; and hearing that Pu 
nus Was marching againſt him with a Conſiderabl 
Force, he ſpeedily pals'd the Alpsz,and.enter'd iu 
ly, where he CET great plenty of Proviſion 
bat was utterly diſappointed. For the Senate 
taken ſuch care, that all kinds of Suſtenance wi 
remov d. to the fortify'd, Places, and the reid: 
ſtroy d: S0 that his Soldiers for want of .Viau 
and Neceſſaries began to, murmur, and conden 
his Conduct; and his Puniſhment. of ſome; e 
creas d the Hatred of the. reſt. e he mf 
with another. Dilappointment, or approachin 
the City of Aguilesa, which he expected to en 
with no Difficulty, „ he found an extraondingl 
Reſiſtance; for elides. the Strength and P 
louſneſs of the City, it 


it was commanded. by A 
5 ny nd. Goofular { 
fons, call'd Criſpinus and Me bilus,, who: had 
well furniſh'd the * with Metiand Ammial 
on, that Maziming: found. greas 70 ie ing 
ſing the River to inveſt the Flags. ok pon bis 
faulting the City, the Beſieged, threw down! 
Quantities of ſ{caldin 6 Puch ae upon! 


9 . 


e Inhabitay 
at the Old Men and 


rhat we are aſſure Old Me 
dren did mighty ſervice, and t e 5 
the Hair olf their Heads to furniſh the S0 0 
with Bow-ſtrings. This unexpected .Oppoll 
drove Muhninus into ſuch a terrible, Rage, 
having no Power to, exerciſe. his Cruelues 10 
Enemies, he turn'd his Fury againſt ſeveral! 

Commanders, whom he put to, Death, | wi 
City had held ont through their-garelels Neg 


* 


+ » : 


*# 
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which Cruelty. fill render'd him more-gdious to 
is Army, and Tore bah to the Enemy. 
dat during this Siege, and the March of the Em- 
peror Pupienus, Rome ae 175 eat and new "Afi. 
Moths, occaſiah'd.by two gf Maximingss Soldiers, 
pho enterin the © enate-Houſe for News, were 
8 in by two Senators; which, n rais d 
ach Tamale and. Conteſts 9 1 00 the Prætorian 
iers and the Citizens, tha ter 17 Any 
wlWuughters and Craekies, . They it ſelf was let 
08: Fire by the Soldiers, an 3 part of it con- 
Wo nd; the Emperor Balin⁰ not being able to 
s the Fury Ader of the. Fire 95 . was 
\cMWonſtrain'd to retire to his Palace. 8 a 22 
| ryrannical Reign, of Maximinzs, Noh t the Ci 
Rome, nor dd Pete were free rom Wars, 
= Murgets, Robbgiies, and gl manner of 
lamities. Ae 
In the mean time Maximin in vain attach d 
quileia ; the Scarcity and Famine 1 0 * Army, 


d th H Soldier - 
Nearing: 1 e lts ba 


ts of the Epi 1 1 5 125 . e 
lo = 


5 Ibis 
* 


( Children 11 a * 
teatned his chleleſt ne ae at 10 

ra to mutinhy Aly 1 deſtroy. im, to prevent fu- 
e Calamities. And accordin 5 having made 
Guards Accomplices in che Beßgn, and tear. 


bis Pourtract out of his Enfign,, ter'd 
ent at Noon- day, when he al Fry Kagan The Death 
doing zenemleeer boldly ſet upon him, and fle lle w of Maxi- 
08 without reſiſkance, and d likewiſe. his Sp Ma . Marin: | 
pon ele Of a curſed Litter not à Wdelp * ta "be 
e, 8 Thats were the Deaths: of Mas 244 15 50 
an; Go Maximus, in the 6 th: and 21 1 
Fr t Apes, making together the. twent < 7 mx 
BY 


or of Rome; whoſe Deaths were 8 AP? 


Vd, havi 1 he thoſe Miſchiefs * dem- 
ing brought Tr wm eb Ff fires; 


A. D. 
238. 
8 
and Balbi- 
nus cont i- 
nue Empe- 


OS "Y Ann Hi 1% f l 4 


ſelves; eſpeciallg f e Father, who. was ſo mot 
ſtrous boch in no and Mind, that Capitolin 
ſays of him, Never did a more cruel Beaft ta 
upon the Earth. Their Deaths, being known j 

Aquileia, their Inhabitants open d their. Gates 

the Army, and all became Friends; ; their Body 
were thrown out to be ſpurn'd. 9005 trampled a 
and afterwards, to be hte by Dogs and Birds; 
Prey; their Heads wer ſear, to Rome, Where the 
were received with the preatelt Rejoycings and 
crifices, and the Meſſen er that brought che Ney 
came from Aduileis to Rome in four Day s. Ma 

minus reign'd, or rather continu d in ts s Uſurg 
tion, abodt three Yeats, and died in the 99ſt Ve 
of the City, 261 alter Wh Fee 1 the * 
pire by Auguſts, 238 after been 3viour's Nat 
Vity , 417 fo the Aan of the "Twelve. Cale 
and 45 after the PUR. Sale * the N % 
Soldiers. . 5 412789 | 


II. the Death It, 19 A act ahh * 0 
ble Perſon as . 57. ah caus d a great and ſudd 
Alteration in all Mens Minds; Ad . fiene 4 i 
Balbinus *cofitinu'd Emperors wit zout,, Contrl 
Qion, having been formerly creßted by, y, the, Sent 
The former, who Was arriv'd . at Ravens. vil 
1 was ſlain, with all ſy eed, repaired 

Aquileiz, to ſatisfy the Army theres 20d, being! 
ceiv'd with great Joy and Satisfaction bath by 
tizens and Soldiers, he paid off the latter, 
them great Rewards, and diſpateh'd the Standl 
Le Bont to. their felt pective Eities and Provind 
After which he rety ind to Rome with a Bod) 
Ge/mans for his Guard, which he choſe upon! 
account of Conteſts betwee the 17 | 
tiers and the Citizens of 75 me; Who, ung 
ſtanding the. Death of en mine were al 


ny d, And repair'd' with, the Senate to br 
| 400 


l into the Empire, and young Gerdian for 
e, as formerly, being all nobly and ſplendidly 
„ eertain'd. Peace being thus eſtabliſhed beyond 
n Expectation, the two Emperors with extraor- 
« Wicary Acclamations enter'd the Senate Houſe ; 
here, according to Cuſtom , they were ſtil'd, 
e Fathers of the Senate, and great Thanks re- 
und to them, as the only Preſer vers of the Ro- 
uns Lives and , Eſtates. '. And in remembrance 
it theſe Emperors were created by the Senate 
ichout the Soldiers, ſome highly excoll'd the Fa- 
ers, for their Care, in electing ſuch wiſe and wor- 
Emperors, contrary to the raſh and indiſcreet Pra- 
ces of thoſe who had often | choſen their Governours, 
arding to their own. Intereſts, not the publick Good; 
| whoſe Actions commonly brought their untimely 
t deſerved Deaths, Which Speeches the Pra- 
ian Soldiers took ſo. heinouſly, that they began 
diſlike the Promotion of Pupienus ang: Bal 
„holding themſelves highly affronted both for 
ic bringing in of the German Guards; and for 
denates ſeeming to triumph over them, and 
ing away their darling Power of making Em- 
tors. And fo great was their Inſolence and 
mbition, that from that time they not only 
id, but practis d the Deaths of theſe two Em- 
tors; who govern'd all things with great Skill 
d Prudence, made many good and profitable 
ws and Ordinances, and ſent neceſſary For- 
to all Provinces, doing Juſtice impartially, 
eatly honouring the Senate, and generally ſhew- 
q themſelves courteous and affable to all Men. 
It all this wou'd not avail to gain the Affe- 
ons of the Soldiers, for Virtue and Goodneſs 
dom pacifie the Hatred of lewd and wicked / 
en, when their Licentiouſneſs is reſtrain'd: 
d diſallow'd ; therefore all their principal 
e was how they might ruin theſe two good 
v Empe- 


* 
% ho” 2 
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Een without any Danger to their own Pet 
fons an Fortunes. y ² AO EIONY 
But the German Guards and the Citizens mig 
have been a ſufficient Protection for the Empeto 
had not their own private Jealouſies and Emu 
tion open d a Paſſage to their Ruins; for thong 
they were wiſe and aged, and both 'cateful of t 
publick Affairs, yet they too much conſider d th 
pe 39 Intereſt and Reſentments. Pupienus priz 
is Wiſdom and Experience above the others, at 
judg'd the Superiority to belong to him; and i 
other expected it upon the account of Nobil 
and Antiquity of his Houſe and Family; ſo d 
each of them having' his own Guard, in a mil 
ner ſtood upon his own Defence againſt the oth 
though one place contain'd them both. Abd 
the ſame time the City was alarm'd with g 
News of the Parthians, or rather Perſians, invadil 
the Empire with ſucceſs, and  hkewiſe of tl 
Germans being up in Arms to the Hazard of t 
Province; upon which thefe two Emperors pil 
dently agreed to march both in Perſon, one ul 
the Eaſt againft the Perſſam, and the other toll 
Weſt againſt the Germans. But while great! 
parations were making againſt both theſe En 
mies, the Capitoline Games were publickly cel 
brated in Rome; to which the greateſt part 
the - Emperor's Guards and Family reſorted, bl 
of them remaining in the Palace flenderly guar 
without any Suſpicion of Treaſon or Violent 
The Prætorian Soldiers finding this advantage 
Time, for which they had long waited, ent 
the Palace with great Fury, all in Arms; whit 
Fupienus © perceiving , he ſent with the um 
Speed for Balbinus, and likewife for both th 
Guards, which might have been ſufficient for i 
Defence. But Balbinus out of a vain Suſfic 
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dear his College ſent for His Guards to act ſome- 


, #4 %* 


y ſlew them both, and Teft their Bodies in the ee 


e Empire. | | | 


lll, The Soldiers having eommitted this exe - A, D. 
able Murther, by Accident” met with young 239. 
"an in the Street, ; whom they immediately 
ate by the Title of "Auguſtps and Emperor, 
Jing out to the People, Since theſe two Empe- 
i were dead, who were created againſt their Con- 
ir, they wou'd now chuſe Gordian, whom formerly 

defired to be made Cælar; who in this manner 
nM with them to their Camp. Gordian being Gordian 
choſen by the Prætorian Cohorts, the Senate made Er- 
People ſeeing no Remedy againſt their pre-. 
0d Authority, willingly approv'd. and con- 

d the Election for he was generally belovd 
the City, upon the account of the Merits of 
8 the 
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the two former Gordian: And from this Eleai Th 


* of. p 


on there enſu'd an amicable Correſpondence he 


deign 
tween the Soldiers and Citizens, Gordian be; ul 
ginning, his Government with good Order ani 
Succeſs. Gordian was but ſixteen Years. of 'm 
when he enter'd upon the Empire, and ſome f earn 
leſs ; being of a very ancient and illuftrions Fam be A 
ly for his Grandfather Gordian, by the Father; R. 
ſide, was deſcended from the Family of the Cr 1 
chi, and by the Mother's, from the renowned EN, w: 
peror Trajan. This young Prince was of a ved in 
mild and docible Diſpoſition, and ſo ſtudious A vei 
given to Learning, that we are aſſured, Mad 5 
be had ſixty two thouſand Books in his Libr ellen 
Ty. He began his Reign with many public ar. 
Feaſts and Games, and munificent Donative anrcace 
Diſtribution among the Soldiers and Citizens ; N goo 
which, and other Matters, this young Emperot Mplen 
much follow'd the Counſels of wife Men, that if thi: 
ſoon gain'd much Love and Reputation in the Mom 


ty. But his Intereſt was not ſo ſoon eftablibgMi. F. 
in the Provinces ;, for in the firſt Year of lfontai 
Reign, a Commander call'd Sabinianus rebel rr 
in Africk; but the Governour of Mauritania d 
Gordiay's Order marching againſt, him, be vi” 15 
ſeiz d by his own Men; who craving, Pardon i»: | 
their Offence, brought him to Carthage, and phio 
liver'd bim into the Hands of the Emperors 0 „ 
ficers, This and the following Year were M :L; 
wiſe attended with ſuch ſtrange Accidents Mug 
Calamities, as drove the Romans into great fe ei 
and Superſtitious Projects; the firſt was an re | 
uſual Eclipſe of the Sun, which made Nag 
Day as dark as Midnight; which was foo, » 
by ſuch terrible Earthquakes, that many Ui PS, 4 
and Towns of the Empire were ſwallow Wi” 4 
„ fed 


ireas; 
£7 , 


*. 81 
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This young Emperor, in the beginning of his ; 
geign, took care to ſtrengthen his Intereſt ma- 

y ways, but more eſpecially by the Alliance of 
gaben, his Præfect and Inſtructor, whom he 

» much honour'd for his great Wiſdom and 
earning, that he marry'd his Daughter; and 


b Reign very proſperous, and much eſteemed. 
or Mi/itheus, though but of an ordinary Fami- 
, was of great Virtue, and ſo diſcreet. and ex- 
+ in all his Actions, that though Gordian was 
d very young, and naturally inclinable to Vice 
nd Senſuality, yet he form'd him into an ex- 
ellent Prince and Governour, both in Peace and 
Yar. Which plainly demonſtrates, chat it is the 
reateſt Strength and Glory of a Prince to have 
200d and wiſe Council, and to have his Court 
mleniſh'd wich honeſt and worthy Perſons ; and 
this Gordian was always ſenſible, as appears 
om the following Letter written by him to 
s Father. in- law, in anſwer to another which 
ontain'd ſome Directions and Reproofs.. If the 
mortal Gods had not protected the Roman Empire, 
bad been deluded and ſold by theſe wicked Perſons : 
n ww I am fully convinc d, that Flix ought not to 
we been intruſted with the Roman Coborts, nor Se- 
phion with the fourth Legion: And not to mention 
| my Errors, I acknowledge that I have acted ma- 
tbings that J ought not. But, Heaven be prais d, 
rough your Inſtrutt ions, who never act upon ſordid 
mciples, I have learnt ſuch things as 1 cou'd never 
ve known while I was ſhut up in my Palace. For 
bat cou'd I have done, while 1 was blinded by Mau- 
„ who was Confederate with Gaudian, Reveren- 
Þ5, and Montanus? So that whatſoever they ap- 
v4 or condemn'd, relying. upon their Integrity, I ac- 
ted or rejected. Therefore , Father, that Prince it 
ireamly unfortunate , who bas not ſuch about bim 
| e 88 | as ' 


he Authority and Counſel of this Perſon. made | 
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Gordian 
Expedition 
into the 


Eaſt. 


ſuſtain'd by ſeveral Rows of ſmall. Pillars, havin 
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a will tel bim "hy Truth nber age . 
4 King cannot immediately know what paſſes" bm | 


bis People, of neceſſity he muſt _ underſtand # 1 
Rabat of others, "7 diſpoſe 7740 ; 4 

their Information, By the. Directions of A; 
he ſet about many Regulations, and alſo fever 
Edifices ; particularly he Began 3 Ro6yal'StriRut 
in the Campus Martius, conſiſting of two fare 
Galleries, each of 1000 Foot long, and the d 
ſtance of 500 Foot from each other ;. the Inte 
ſpace on either fide being adorn'd with Greens 
compos d of Laurel, Myrtle, and Box; andinth 
middle a Terraſs of the length of the Galleris 


above that another noble Gallery of 500 Fort 
All which ſhew'd the Magnificence of the Rm 
Court. % ²˙⁰ w 

For four Years this Emperor reign'd in preq 
Peace and Proſperity, to the general Satisfactig 
of all Men; in the Fifth he was alarmed wil 
the News from the Eaſt, that che mighty Schen 
King of Perſia, who ſucceeding his. Brother 
raxerxes in his Kingdom, had furiouſly enter d ll 
Confines of the Roman Empire, and paſß d 3s | 
as Antioch in Syria, which City he had take 
and pillag'd the adjacent Provinces. Gd 
caus'd the Temple of Janus to be opend, all 
left Rome with a brave and well-train'd Am 
and large Proviſions and Sums of Money | 
their Subſiſtance; and marching by Land frat 
Italy to paſs the -Helleſpont into Afia. he pal 


through Mz/ia, to ſtop the progreſs of the Gal 
and other Barbarous Nations, which came do 


like an Inundation to have inhabited Thratt; 
gainſt whom he obtain d ſome Victories, and! 
thoſe Provinces in a peaceable Condition. 
ving paſs d the Helleſpont, he march d through 
Leſſer Aſia into Syria, where he had many Bam 


1 
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Wd Encounters with Saporer; and obtaining ſome 
nſiderable ViRories, he ſoon recover'd the City 

bf Antioch ; and ſhortly after proceeding farther, 

be took the great Cities, ' Sapores and N;/ibx : For 

oe being difcourag'd by the firſt Battels, was 

ow ſo terrify'd, that norwithſtanding he had a 

tent and numerous Army, he durſt not engage 

he Emperor; but leaving thoſe Cities and ſeveral 

bers, he abandon'd the Limits and Confines of 

> Roman Empire, and retired into his own Coun- 

. In theſe Wars all things were principally. 

nanag d by the wife Counſel and Direction of the 

mperor's Father-in-law it be, who was his 

florian Præfect, and Commander in chief, and 

oern'd all things with fo muh Judgment, that 

e fail'd not in any material Point; and fo by 

is Conduct and Valour Gordian 'obtain'd many 

onqueſts and ViRories, and the Soldiers nq leſs 

lonour and Reputation. The like happen d in all 

her Matters conducing to the good Government 

the Empire in general; for he was ſo good 

d wiſe a Man, and the compliable Diſpoſition 

the Emperor, did fo happily concur, that du- 

ng this Reign, the Affairs of the Publick ſuc- 

ded as proſperouſly as cou'd be expected in ſuch 

rupted Times. All Frontier Towns of Note 

re furniſh'd.with Stores of Proviſion, ſufficient. 
entertain an Emperor and his Army, and leſſer 

aces proportionable. But before the Wars were 

tfectly finiſh'd, Miſtt ben was ſuddenly ſeiz d 7h Death 
th a violent Diſtemper, which ended his Days * Miſi- 
n after ; being ſecretly poiſon d, as is believ dj, 
Philip, a valiant Arabian, who had paſs'd thro 

any Offices and Places of Truſt, and after his- 


5, namely, to the Præterian Præfect, and Gene- ven- d. 
= Army, not fuſpeRting his treaſonable 


After 


ath was rais'd by the Emperor to the ſame Of- Philip 4. 
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cil raw, yet improv d by your, Wiſdams ; and my C 


* 


manag'd his Affairs, that the poor young Empel 


and audacious, ſo that by means of his Youth, at 
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After this new Advancement, a ſtop was:ſa 
put to all' the favourable Fortunes of:Gordiqn'; 40 
Philip ſeeing himſelf ſo. Potent, and being dale 
with the amhicious Proſpe& of, à Crown, reſgly} 
©, Eran all to obtain it; and in order to that 
he usd all poſſible Methods of Kindneſs and Þ; 
pularity to gain the Affections of the Soldiers, an 
make them Enemies to Gordian. Then to effed 
this Deſign, by his Artifices and Practices, 
caus d a Scarcity of Proviſions in the Army, ail 
inſinuating to the Soldiers, that this proceeds 
from the Youth and Unskilfulneſs of Gordian, the 
determined to make Philip his Equal in the Eq 
pire, and that he ſhou'd be as his Tutor and Gt 
vernour ; to which the virtuous young Emper 
patiently ſubmitted, being unable to. oppoſe th 
impudent Determination, Philip ſeeing hin 
equal with his Sovereign, became more -inlolen 


the Army's Favour, he began to command all, 
though he had been ſole Emperor. But Gerda 
ing unable to endure this Diſgrace and Incroad 
ment, affembled the Army, openly complanw 
of the Inſolence and Ingratitude of Phzlzp, addin 
to this purpoſe , I am but young, yet older by ſix Tul 
than when I was made Emperor by you.; my Bach u 
der, yet daily expos d to the Chance of Mar; my Cit 


queſts not bing by themſelves, but by your Valan || 
mous and renown'd. What then are my Errors, hl 
may correct them; or your Grievances, that I maj" 
dreſs them? For I ſolemnly, declare, That it % ® 


for the Good of the Empire, and for , your, HA 


neſs, that I gan wiſh to live. Notwithſtanding td 
Complaints, Philip ſo cunningly and ſuccels 


was diſplac d, abandon'd by all, and reduc0l 
that Extremity, that he ſent to entreat Philip, Tad 


hay 
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unn d nor permit bim to be bis Equal, that be 1e 
iſe to alow, bin the Pani Eber; but not; N 
lowing him that, He der d 10 be by Prætorian 
felt : We Ay. ee ae, he hum- 
tequeſted him, 25er be might be one of bis Cap- 
ns as long as bt * At. This Petition, Philes's 
ucl Mind ſomewhiat relented'; but afterwards con- 
gering how much Gordian was belovd in Rome 


ad 4frick, and other Provinces, both for his Fä- 


ty and Virtues, he commanded him to be Haig ; 25, pes 
tich was the deplorable end of the youngeſt Ger- of Gordi- 

u, the twenty eighth Emperor 9 in the an. 
2d Year of his Age, after a ſucceſsful Reign of 
ear ſix Years ;. A Perſon of great Deſerts 11 Vir- vn 
tz, who had perform'd many excellent things for ; 
e good of the Pablick, but unfortunately Vd ian 
State and Age ſo ahominably, cotrupted by wick | 
| Emperors and Tyrants, that pow there was no 
curity for good of bad Princes, He was infinitely, *  Mf 
loy'd by the Senate and People of Rome, and ke | 
ſe by the Soldiers, who calld” Him Their Sen. N 
hough in this ſudden E ry Y. eine mur- _—_ 
ed him, by means of-the es of Philip, 
they made him a Sepulchre in th e Confines of | 3, 
ja, with this-Inſcriptiog in the Lat, Greek, Sy- = 
rt, and eAgyptign Tongues : ©To the Divint Gor- | 
lian, Conqueror Fi tbe. Perſians, Gorhs, and, Sar- 
matians ; Extinguiſher of the Roman civil Diſcords, 
and Subduer of the Germans, bur nat of the Philips. 

e Senate declar'd this. Privilege. to the Fam ly 
the Gordians, that their Poſterity, it they pleas d, 
icht be for ever exempted from Tutelage, Em- 
tes, and all other publick Duties.” His Death 
pned in the 997th Year of the, City, 267 Years 
ter the Settlement of the Ewpire by Augdfir, 
4 after our Saviour's Nativity, 146 after the laſt 
the Twelve Cefars, and 51 after the publick 
h 

IV. Thus 


— bd 
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A. D. IV. Thus Philip ſucceeded in his Wikkedneß 
244. but Juſtice was more ſpeedy in the puniſbigg ch 
reſt of Gordiay's Murderets; for ie is obſety! 
all thoſe nine that New him, perit'd by dhe 

own Hands, and with the ſame Swords they us 
againſt him. But Phal;p eſcap d & longer Tin 

and was ſo fortunite as to be Jthmediarely fach 

and obey'd as Emperor by. the Army: Whey 

upon de wrote ta the Senate an Account of hl 
EleQion, and of the Death of Gordian, Which'l 
falfly told the, Fathers, proceeded fiom a naten Dj 
ſtemper. But we are told, that the Senate wen 


Phi Of Philip; Election, and gave him the Title q 
made En- Auguſtus: Julius Philips: was now. about toe 
peror. . Years of Age, and Was by Birth, an Aral q 


being a notorious, Captain of . Robbers in thl 
Country. r He ;w s 5 
the Roman mies, from whencę he learn d E 
rience and Valour, and from hi pwn' Count 


4 
* % © 4. . 
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ear his native Place and Hahitation'; from whence 
took his Journey towards Reme. Arriving at 
e City, though he was keceiy d as 'Sovereign | 
xd, yet not with thoſe, Applanſes and, Bleflings 
expected: for his diſhonourable giving up che 
;ovince of - Meſapotewiia* was no ways pleaſing: to 
e denate or-Peeple, Which when he underfiogd, 
e made a large Dogative and Diſtribution o Mo- 
/, and other Preſents among the People, to re- 
uin their Eſteem; and after that ſought as Qeca- 
n to make War againſt the; Perſam, and likewiſe 
roclaim'd it with a Reſolution to recover the Ho- 


9 
were 


« Up the late Wars, and dreading the Roman Power, 
ror 


adly reſtor'd all he Provinges without Wap or 


le q bodihed, i. wilt 1 9 mTOR art 1 end 
i e have bat little or no Axeount of any more 


this Emperor s AGions; till in the fourth Year 
{ his Reign, - Which+ was, jaſt & thonſand Xears 
iet the Building of the Qity, he order d the Ce- 
ration of che famous Seca Games, as t were 2% Ste- 
lecmnizing the- Bixth-daꝝ Of Remes which Games ler,. 
tre regularly exhibitec but dnde in a hundred 4. D). 
ears, though: theſe weren but forty three Years 247. 
er thoſe laſt under d wen, and a hundred ſince 
ole under Animinns Pin. They were never —_— 
hibited but by ſix Emperors, before the removal —_ 
the Imperial Seat to Binantium or Conſtaminople, 1. 
| duguſtus, by Claudias, by Domitian, by Antoni- 
Pius, by Severus, and laſtly by this Emperor 
ip, who celebrated them with greater Pomp 
Magnificence than ever had been known be- 
ſe, by Reaſon of the ſolemn Commemoration of 
* Building of the City. In the Circus Maximus 
me hunted, baiced, and encounter'd,- infinite 
m0089"mbers of all forts of ſtrange and wild Beaſts, 
e ich Gordian had defign'd for his Perſian Triumph: 
na | two 


464 de Roman Hiſtory. Bock 
mt mo thouſand Gladiators were march'd, who .. 
each other to give the Spectators Delight; 
in Pompey's Theatre were ſuch variety of Ser 
und Games, as laſted three Days, and as min 
Nights, without Intermiſſion; where -were/f 
rnrtymetable Company of Lights,” that the Pech 
Cob'q ſee as well at Midnight as at Noon day. 
towards the latter end of theſe famous Sy 
Pompeys Theatre accidentally took Fire, and 
gredteèſt part of that glorious” Edifice was & 
um'd, together with ſome? other mapnifice 
Buildings near it, before it could be eftinguiſh 
Upon the Occafion of 'thefe greit Games, wet 
told, chat both Philip and his Son were conver 
to Chriſtianity ; and thatthe Father being bapti 
by*Pope' Fabian, aſtet Confeſſion of his Sins, 
admitted to the Sacrament. Euſebius intimates 
Philip going on the Ag of "Eaſter withithe rel 
the Chriſtians into the Church or Aﬀembly; to 
preſent at their Prayers; the Biſhop-'of'the Pla 
| would by no means ſuffer him, umleſs he wo 
1 make publick Confeſſion of his Sins) and it 
through the Order of the Penitents, becauſe 
his being guilty of many heinous and enorme 
Crimes; to which he) readily ſubmitted. Some! 
tribute his Converſion tothe Endeavours® of « 
gen; and others May, that he only fain d bis 
gion to make the Chriſtians joyn with him ag 
the Pretenſions of Decius. But none of theſe © 
nions having any certain Foundation, we cant 
on Philip the firſt Chriſtian Emperor, as ſome ty 
one. e. Eu BYERS UE 
Philip thus reigning in à peaceable Poſlell 
of the Empire, the Goths; who had“ been regt 
by Goran, again paſs'd through af into i 
Province of Thrace, burning many Cities 
Towns in their March. Againſt whom the I 
peror ſent Marinas, a Perſon very valiant ant 
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gert in Wars; who when be was ſettled in his 
Curge, by the Favour and Aſſiſtance of his own 
el Soldiers, and of the ordinary Legions of Ilyricum, 
reſoly'd to rebel, and to make himſelf Emperor, 
holding ic lawful to betray him who had been a 


: 


| 


fl 
4 
4 


is 

raytor to another, and was accordingly ſworn Marinus | 
{ 2nd proclaim'd Emperor by the Army. Upon predain'd * 
which Philip was in a great Conſternation; and in reg 4 I 
ee Fear complain'd to the Senate of the Ingrati- * © hs 
ie and Preſumption of Marinus: But his Suc- I 
neeW-flor, Decius, then preſent, with much Aſſurance wi 


nll ed him, That bis Preſumption won d very ſhortly 
You: li; Ruin, which prov'd true: For, within à few 
ven deys after, che ſame Army that choſe Marine, 
peeing diſſatisfid with his Behaviour and Catriage 
„cards them, were as ready to take his Life, as to 
We bim the Empire; and accordingly they flew 
tel in. Upon notice of this, Philip remembring and /«is, 
; What Decizs had ſaid in the Senate, gave him the 


 Palommand of the Army againſt” the Goth, with 
"wo conſiderable Augmentation of Men, Money, 


nd ld Proviſions. ' Decizs was 4 Man of extraor- 
aue Wnary Wiſdom and Experience, and, ſufficient- 


_-— » 
: 


erm able to diſcharge that Office; ſo that when 
ome arriv'd at the 2 1p; All the Soldiers, as well 
"of On the Worth'of his Perſon, as theit Fear of being 
his Mm d by PBilip for their former Crimes, reſolv e 


e chuſe him Emperor ; and by meer Conſtraint they 
ſc ie d Him to take upon him the Title and Digg. 
ca of Emperor. Detius ſeeing himfelf thus un: Decius. 
me U ectedly advanc'd, for his fithre. Securfey yd made 7 
Piece of Policy: He ſent a ſecret Meſſenger _—_ by the 
fel eb all ſpeed to acquaint Phil Dat being vice © 
rege / compel d by bis Army, be bad unwillingly a um d 

into UN de of Emperor, but accounted no Man Emperor 
jes ; therefore be bog'd that be ud war be affende A 
Ms Carriage; aſſuring bim, Tat as ſoon as be cond © 
Ply git any Liberty, he 100 d utterly renounce that 


466 We Roman Hiſlry Book 
xk, and all Pretenſions to Sovereignty. By this . 


defend himſelf ; but Philip was too well acquai 


tiſice Decius hop'd to prevent P ilip's making any 
Preparations againſt him, till he might'Itrengeher 
his own. Intereſt fo far as to be in a Condition g 


with politick Projects to rely upon ſuch Promiſe 
therefore in a great Rage he refolv'd to march 
gainſt him in Perſon. In Order to which, | 
ent for the Standing Legions out of ſeveral pn 
vinces, and made new Levies, threatning wil 
many Oaths and Curſes, to cut Decius and al þ 
rebellious Legions in Pieces; and in this Manner d 
N from Rome, commanding his Soldiers wi 
uch Anger and Haughtineſs, as made him odiat 
to his Army. So that they eſteeming Decia ms 
worthy of the Empire than he, before they |: 
Taly, in the 8. of Verona, they openly pn 
claim'd Decim, an 


; | | ſetting violently upon him, 
The Death off his Head, or rather cleav'd it in ſunder, j 


ef Philip. by his upper Row of Teeth. This was the oii.. 


A. 


made 
peror, 


ſerved Death of Phjjip, the Twenty ninth Eny 
ror of Rome, in the 45th Year of his Age, affe 
Reign of about five years; a Perſon who loſt 
Life and Empire by the ſame treaſonable Me 
that he obtain'd it, and likewiſe by the ſame d. 
diers ; his Death being alſo ſucceeded by that 


his melancholy Son in Rome, who was (lain by 


1 Soldiers, for having only the Title of Ki 
peror; and fnce by reaſon of his Youth he ca 
not have the Authority of Emperor, I have 
reckoned him as fueh. The Death of Philip bag 

- inthe 10024 Year of the City, 249 after aur 
. our's Nativity, and 56 after the publick Sale of 
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D. V. Soon after the Death of Philip and biz 


249. Decius without Contradiction was ackno wie 


tis. au ccc Emperor, f, 0 By oY 


doldiers, but alſo by the Senate, by all theProvin= 

&, and che Armies, who readily gave him the 
Title of Auguſtus. He was now about Forty ſe- 
jen Years of Age, and was born in a City, call'd . 
(boli, in the Lower Pannoyia or Hungary, of a No" [ 
ie and Ancient Family; having held many Offi- 
and Dignities before he attain d to the Empire. 

Ms ſoon as his Election was confirmed, he leſt L. 
ani, a wiſe and experienc'd Commander, for . © 
eral cf all his Forces, and return d to Rome; 


a 4 there he ſhew'd himfelf fo brave and active in 
& egulation, ſo ſagacions and policick in Admini- | 


111 


tation, and became fo univerſally acceptable by 
s modeſt and excellent Carriage, that by the 
entence of the Senate he was voted not inferior 
Trajan, and had likewiſe the Title of Optimus 
en to him. He ſhew'd a great Veneration for 
„ enate, and in a particular Manner preſerv'd 
Authority of that venerable Aſſembly; fol- 
wing their Advice and Counſel in all Matters of 


mo 
| 


ernment. | And among other Things, he — 
ed them to chuſe à Cen/or at their Pleaſure, 
lich was an ancient Magiſtracy of great Au- 
rity, whoſe Office was ro correct the Manners 
u Cuſtoms, and to reform the Abuſes and Diſ- 
lets of the People, and therefore had Supreme 
riſdiction over all Men: And this Office, from 
time that Roms became ſubject to one Perſon; 
6 generally uſurp'd by the Ecupetors, who made 
ſelves Cesſors at their Pleaſure. Upon this 
tmiffion of Deoias, the Senate made -choice of 
General Valerian for Cenſor, notwithſtanding 
was then abſent; crying out, That” the Lie f 
lerian as 4 cominn C e ee 
out any Requeſt made by th 


e Emperor, they 


. 0 —" ; yes a e De- 
minted his S0 Peda, for Ceſar, and bis Se- Gu a, 
OR n ie eee eee 
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But tho this Emperor gain d ſuch great Ap. 

plauſes from his Behaviour in general, yet he er 

ceedingly ſtain d and blacken'd his Reputation b 

his Ml Severities towards the | Chriſtians ; 4 

gainſt whom, in the firſt Year of his Reign, he 

rais d the ſharpeſt and moſt dreadful Perſecution 

that had ever yet; afflited and oppreſd dhe 

The ſe- Church. This: was the Seventh General Perſec 
— tion of the Chriſtians, which broke out about f 
cutien. teen Years after the Beginning of the Sixth per 
A. D. ſecution under Maximinus. Some Writers ſuppoſ 
250. this Perſecution to have proceeded from aa 
Hatred to his Predeceſſor Philip, for being a cin 

ſtian, or at leaſt a great Favourer of that Religion 

but others more truly aſcribe it to his Zeal for tt 

Cauſe of declining Paganiſm, which he ſaw fate 
undermined. by the wonderful Progreſs of CH 

anity, and that therefore there was no Expedie 

left to ſupport the one, but by the Ruin of d 
other. For above a Year and a half this Sto 

was very black and violent, and no Place in 

Empire but felt the dreadful Effects of ir. 'M 
Chriſtians were in all places driven from theit᷑ A 
bitations, ſpoil'd in their Eſtates, "tormented 

their Bodies; Racks and Priſons, Fines and mi 

Beaſts, ſcalding Pitch and melted Wax; hi 

Stakes and burning Pincers, were but ſome of 
Methods of their Treatment; and when the f 

mer were run over, new wete daily inxented i 
cContrived.: The Laws of Nature and Hun 
were trodden under foot; Friend betray/: 
Friend; Brother his Brother, and. Children it 
Fathers; every Perſon, being ambitious to? 
mate the Imperial Edicts, and thinking it mei 
tious to. bring a Chriſtian to the Stake. Thighs 
- - © cution ſwept away infiqite Numbers, among! 
e * reſt, Fabian, Biſhop of Rome; Babylas, Biſhop al 
tioch ; and Alexander, Biſhop of Ftrpſalem; Ni 
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W affirming it to be eaſier to count the Sands of 
te sea ſhore, than to reckon up all the Martyrs 
that ſuffer d under this Perſecution, Beſides, an 


ind a greater Number betook themſelves to volun-. 
ary Exile, chuſing rather to commit themſelves 
o the Barrenneſs of Rocks and Mountains, and 


fveſted themſelves of all Reaſon and Humanity. 
mong theſe latter, was Paul of Tbebies, a Youth 
ff fourteen Years of Age, who withdrew himſelf 
ito the Deſerts of <Aygypt, and took up his Abode 


ading for ninety eight Years a ſolitary and an- 


nis, and all ſuch as afterwards reſign d them- 
ves to Solitude, and a more ſtrict mortify' d Life. 
[owards the latter end of this Perſecution, the 
mperor Decius took a Journey into Syria, to eſta- 
ü the Affairs of the Ef; and at Antioch, hav- 
g unjuſtly ſlain a little Son of an Eaſtern King, 
epos d for an Hoſtage, he attempted to enter the 
ifian Congregation there; but the above-nam'd 
jojlas, Biſhop of this City, ſtood at the Door, 
ad with an undaunted Bravery told him, That be 
wd never willingly permit a Wolf to break in upon 
it's Sheepfold, This ſo exaſperated” the Empe- 
Ir, that he immediately after ſent for Babylar, 
d ſharply expoſtulating with him for the Inſo- 
ney of the Fact, he commanded him, and many 
hers, to ſuffer Mattyrdom ; ſo that no Part of the 
pire was free from the Effeds of his bloody 
mmands. nn $44 
This Perſecution was attended and facceeded 
many Miſeries to the Empire, and by great 


udarous Nations, 


mumerable Company were beaten, impriſon' d, 
aud tormented, among whom Origen was one; 


the Mercy of wild Beaſts, than to thoſe who had 


nd Reſidence in a convenient Cavern in a Rock, 


boretick Life, and became the Father of Her- 


as and Devaſtations from the 'Goths, and other 


— 


which -occaſion'd Decius to 
Hh z, make 


16 n 
make ſpeedy Preparations to oppoſe them in Tiny 


| ſolv'd to go in Perſon, and to oblige the Sehr 


ſtraining the reſt to fly to the Mountains, a 


let bim paſs quietly ; adviſing him withal, 1 4 


n. Ronan File, Book 


and Meſis , where they had been molt ſucceß 
For the more effectual ſuppreſſing of them he x 


he left the Government in their Hands; and taky 
ing his Son along with him, he march d towar 
the Enemy, and within a few Days after he join 
Battel with thoſe furious People; which in d 
Beginning was very doubtful and bloody, but 
laſt he gain d the Victory, and ſlew 30000 5 cat 


other Places of difficult Acceſs, not during to con 
down into the Plains: Which reduce d them 
that Extremity, that he might eaſily have ruin 
them, had he not been prevented by the Jah 
lity of his own Commanders. For the King ef 
Goths by an Embaſſy let him underſtand, That 
be would give bini leave to depart peaceably, he wa 
abandon all the Roman Dominions, and return to 
own Country. But the Emperor having pollel 
himſelf of all the Paſſes, imagining that he mig 
eaſily deſtroy them, or make them Priſoners, 4 
{o puniſh their former Breach of Articles, vg 
not yield to the King's Propoſals, Having ati 

reduc'd. them to ſuch Extremity, that they eg 
not eſcape out of his Hands, he gave Orden 
an Eminent Commander call'd Treboniaum G 
Governor of the Frontiers of Mæſia, caretully 
guard certain Paſſes, through which the G 
ſign'd to march, and that he might - effequi 
ſecure them, he gave him the Command 9l 
powerful Party of Men. But Gellas being 
bitious of making himſelf Emperor, and by 
Methods as were often us'd before, not only. 
charg'd his Office negligently, but gave ſecret! 
telligence to the King of the Gothe, That ha: 


bis Army into two Parts, with one Holf to lay i 
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. ind with the other to attack the Emperor's Comp, 
who ſuſpected no ſuch Attempt ; and then, faining 4 
bt, ſa to retire, as to draw the Emperor into bit 
muſcade , where be might undoubtedly deſtroy bim. 
Inthors do not exactly agree in the Relation of 
is private Contract; but however, the Treaſon 
f Gallus ſo far ſucceeded, that Decius was brought 
6 engage the Goths with the greateſt Difadvan- 
ge, and yet continu'd 3 75 with extraordi- 
icy Valour and Bravery. In a fhort time dung 
uin, being mortally wounded with an Arrow, 
| from his Horſe in the fight of his Father the 
eror, who immediately cry'd out to his Sol- 
ers, Not to be diſcourag'd , for the Death of on 
be would be no Prejudice to the State or the Battel. 
ut at length foreſeeing his Ruin, and that the 
t; had apparently the Victory, that he might 
t fall into the Enemy s Hands, he clapt his Spurs 


jour, he was ſoon fwallow'd up, and his Body ne- 
r cou'd be found. And this was the miſerable 
ech of Decius, the Thirtieth Empetor of Ryme, on 

e foth Year of his Age, after a ſhort Reign of 
o Years and ſix Months; a Prince excellent in 
| things but in Relation to the Chrifiqns, the 
bod of whom not only fell upon Him, his Son, 
d tis whole Army, but alſo upon the whole R- 
n Empire beſides,” by Means of the Inundations 
the Goths and other barbarous Nations, who ar 
time might have been eaſily fuppreſs d, if not 
ind Ne Means, if Providence had thought 
it. The Death of Decin happen d in the 100% 
ar of the City, 254 Years after the Settlement ot 
Empire by Aegi, 251 after our Saviour's 
tivity, 153 after the laſt of che Twelve Czſors, 
d 58 after the publick Sale of the Empire by th 


lers. . * 
Hh4 VI. After 


his Horſe, and rode furioufly into a deep Lake 1. Death 
t Bog, where by reaſon of the weight of his Ar. I Decius 
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Gallus 
made. E 
peror * 


venge for the Death of Decius, tho he made gre 
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VI. After the Death of Decius, the Gothe pur 
ſu' d their Victory, and made a miſerable Slaughter 
in the Roman Army, which was entirely defeated 
and thoſe who eſcaped, fled to the Legions com 
manded by-Gallus, who as a Confederate with thy 
Goths, was in fafety : Therefore he us d no Ri 


Pretences of that kind, to conceal his odions Ag 
and Deſigns. .. He ſhew'd himſelf very induſtrig 
in ſtrengthening and encouraging his Army, pre 
miſing great Service againſt the barbarous Goth 
till by his popular Actions he gain'd his Deſire 
and with the Applauſes of the Soldiers was pr 
claim'd Emperor. Intelligence of this was fo 
brought to Rome, where the Senate and Peopl 
were extremely concern'd, as well for the Deat 
of Decius, as the Overthrow of the Roman Arm) 
but underſtanding that Gallus was choſen Emperc 
and that his Legions had ſecured. ſach Men 
eſcap'd from the Battel, they confirm'd his Elec 
on, and gave him the Name and Title of 4% 
ſtus. Gallus was now about 45. Years of Age, al 
deſcendèd of an honourable - Family in Ray 
which he much ftain'd by his baſe and diſhonon 
rable Actions: For he not only. deſign'd it by ! 
treaſonable Practices before he was Emperor ; bl 
after his Advancement he made a Peace with tl 
Go;b:,.the moſt, ſhameful and- diſhonourable;t 
ever the Romans made ſince the Foundation of f 
City; which was, That the Romans; ſhowd.ev 
Year conſtantly pay a conſiderable Tribute to the Gol 
So that he might gain the Title of Emperor, 
was content to make himſelf and the Romans, Wi 
were accounted Lords of all Nations, tribut 
and ſubje& to a rude and barbarous People; 
prevalent: is Ambition, that it makes Men Will 
to be Slaves to ſome, that they may ellen 
rr , 
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command others. But the Succeſſes of this Empe- 
or prov'd according to che Merit of his Actions: 
ne or the Goths, and other barbarous Nations, not 
{isfy'd with their advantageous Peace, broke it in 
; ſhort Time, and like a mighty Torrent came 
lown upon the Provinces of Thrace, Mæſia, Tbeſſa- 

„ Macedon, and ſome Parts of Aſia, practiſing all 
Kinds of Ravages, Devaſtations and Maſlacres : 
For all which the Emperor ſhew'd but little Regard. 
n the other ſide, the Perſians in Aſia, ſeeing the 
xtraordinary - Succeſs of the Goth, enter d with 
great Power under their great King Sapores, into 
e Provinces of Meſopotamia and Spria; and then 
uſing forwards, they ſubdu'd Armenia, and drove 
ut Tiridates the King of that Country. But Gallas 
ot much regarding theſe Troubles and Calami- 
es abroad, conſum'd his Time in Rome, rather 
a Slave to his own Voluptuouſneſs, than a con- 
pering Monarch; taking for his Companion in 
i; Empire his Son Volaſan, tho' but a Child, and whe meter 
uſing Virtus Auguſtorum be ſtampt upon both their #5 Son" + 
vins, as if he had gain d the Empire by Valour, „e 
d not Treachery. At the ſame time, to pleaſe „, 
d pacify the People of Rome, he adopted à young 
dn of Decius; but ſhortly after caus d him ſecreti7 
That there might be nothing wanting to com- The lf 
lat the Miſeries of the Empire, Gallus renew'd * N | 
e Decian Perſecution againſt the Chriftians, which * 
d been much abated; reſolving, as it were, to 
tate his Predeceſſor in nothing but his Crimes. 
d this was immediately ſucceeded by a moſt 
eadful Peſtilence, which beginning in Ethiopia 
the Confines of AÆgypt, from thence infected 
che Proyinces in the World, continuing ſeveral - 
eas in an unheard of Manner, and deſtroying 
credible Numbers of People in every City in 
e Empire; from whence St. Cyprian, the fa- 
My AE 11 A w mos | 
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mous Biſhop of Carriage, took an Occaſionto writ 
that excellent Treatiſe, Pe Mortalitate. 80 that i 
the Reign of this wicked Emperor was, unforty 
nate and deplorable; as well for the Loft of fer 
ral Provinces to foreign Enemies, as other G 
lamities. He had only one conſiderable Video 
in AMæſia, gain d by his General «/£milian over th 
Gothe; of whom many thouſands were ſlain, ani" 
the Purſuit follow'd for ſeveral Days. But ll" 
Victory was ſo far from being an Advantage 
Gallus, that it ſoon after occaſion'd his total Ruin 
for «/£milian by this became ſo famous, and 004 
© tus fo contemptible, that the Soldiers,” who we 
Sa, pleas d with the Gifes and Promiſes of Emilia 
p_ and ever affecting Change and Novelties, p 
; aw claim'd him Emperor. 'The News of this fo | 


474 


after a moſt unhappy Reign of 
know; but by his abominable Practices aud Wiel 
edneſs, he brought innumerable Miſchiefs aud 
lamities upon himſelf and the Empire; by wil 
his Memory is become odious in Hiory. Hed 

in the 1006 Year of the City, 253 Years at 
our Sayjour's Nativity, and 60 after the pub 
Sale of rhe Empire. e Ve mag 
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fi VII. Amilian, after his Victory over Gallas, A. D. 
zan to look upon himſelf as real Emperor of 253. 
u; and thereupon, wrote to the Senate, ſend- 

0 ing them intelligence of his Succeſs and Election, 

t 

ö 

an 


membring them of the Negligence and III 
overnment of Gallus, and of the Provinces the 

bm Empire had. loſt. in his Reign; promiſing; 

ikewiſe to recover Thrace from the-Gorbs, Meſopo« 

mis and Armenia from the Perſians, and to clear. 

ie Empire of all Enemies. But the Senate had 

ol v Regard to theſe. Promiſes , and the Army of 

ue 4%, likewiſe oppos d him, chuſing for Empe- 

nen their own Commander Valerian ; upon Notice 

f which, AÆmilian s Soldiers, mov'd with the great 

teputation of Valerian, whom the Senate favour'd;, . 
I 2r0id Civil Wars, roſe up againſt :.£milias and The Death 
w him, after a ſhort Reign, or rather Uſurpa- / Amili- 
Win of about three Months. Some Writers rank 

im among the Number of Emperors; but becauſe 

was never eſtabliſhd_ in the Empire, nar his 

tle generally acknowledg'd, others more juſtly 
ace him only among the Uſurpers. Upon the 
each of AÆmilian, Valerian was not only acknow- 
(gd and obey'd as Emperor by the Army, bus 
ewiſe with great Applauſes by the Senate, whe 

be ſame time gave to his Son Gallienus, then 
be City, the Title of Ceſar, and Sueceſſor to | 
father. Velerian, when he was choſen; Em- Valerian 
ror, was about 70 Years. of Age, which Time 4 E=. 
had ſpent in great Fams and Reputation both , 
der good and bad Emperors, by reaſon of his Gallienus 


Jour and other great Vertues ; and had attain d Ceſar. 


: 


many Offices and Dignities; particularly under 

iv; he was made Cenſor of Raume, as was before 

ation d, and was. highly efteem'd by that Em- 

tor and the Senate, being allo of a very ancient 

uſe and Family. Figglly, in the whole —_— 
| * 0 
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of his Life, before he arriv'd at the Empire, he 
as profperous' and ' fortunate in all his Ads; f 
that all had great Hopes that this Emperor by hit 

| Perot b. 
Wiſdom and Experience wou d repair all the Miſe 
ries: and Calamities of theſe unhappy Times, An 
accordingly- he ſet about many Regulations, ani 
made choice of wiſe and worthy Governors, ant 
more particularly valiant and experienced Com 
manders, whom he' choſe out of the chief of thy 
Nobility, by whom he was very proſperous in ſe 
veral Actions againſt the Northern Nations. 
The former Part of the Emperor's Reign w. 
acceptable to all People, and he ſhew'd himſelf 
great Patron of the - Chriſtians, whom he teste 
with all Offices of Kindneſs and Humanity, er 
tertaining them in his own Family; 15 00 hy 
Court ſeem'd to be a Church for Piety, anda Sa 
ctuary for Refuge to good Men. But towards thi 
fourth Year of his Reign this pleaſant Scene u 
niſned; and ſeduc d by an Arch-Magician « 
The Eighth egypt, who perſuaded him, That nothing en 
general proſper the (Affairs of the Empire as the 5 
Perſecution the Pagan Rites, and the Suppreſſion of Chriſtianity; : 
A. D. hateful to the Gods, he rais d a terrible Perlecutiat 
277. againſt the Chrifians , wherein they were treat 
with the utmoſt Fury and Barbarity throughout 
Parts of the Empire. And this way c 
general - Perſecution of the  Catholick Chura 
which broke out about'ſeven-'Years after the 
ginning of the Seventh under the Emperor” Pet 
Dionyſius of Alexandria tells us, that it is need 
to make a 8 Enumeration of all the Ca 
fei ant that ſuffer'd in this Perſecution ; only d 
ſervable that both Men and Women, young 
old, Soldiers and Ruſticks, Perſons of all” Nu 
and Ages; were ſome beaten and ſcourgid, ode 
beheaded, and others recei d the Crown f Mart 
dom, by overcoming the Molence of . . 
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aces. St. Cyprian paſſionately bewails the Miſe- 

#5 and Sufferings of the Martyrs in his Letter to 
mean, and the reſt that were condemn'd to te 
lines : Nor did he himſelf eſcape, being beheadeel 
t Certbage, as Xiftus and Quartus had been before 
im, and the 300 Martyrs De Maſſa Candida, who 
ther than ſacrifice to the Pagan Gods, cheerfully 
apt into a vaſt Pit of burning Lime, kindled for 
ht purpoſe, - where they were ſtifled with the 
moke and Flame. In Spain ſuffer'd Frafuoſus Bi- 
tip of Tarragon z; at Rome, Xiſtus the — and 

. Laurence his Deacon and Treaſurer of that 
urch; and at Cæſarea, Priſcus, Malehus and A- 
ander, who aſham d to lye idle, while ſo many 
etos were contending for the Crown, unani- 
wuſly offer d themſelves to the Judge, and gladly, 
ceived: the Sentence of Martyrdo m. 
This Perſecution continu d the reſt of the Reign 

{ this Emperor, which was about two years, and 
an ue a fatal Turn to all his Proſperity; for Heaven 
eng highly provoked with the many Perſecutions 
n Hl its faithful Servants; ſent its Scourges from the 
i), orhern Countries, who came down in a more 
midable Manner than ever; and the Empire in 

| Parts began to be uſurp'd by Traytors and Ty- 
nts, to the great Danger of its Diſſolution. The 
nperor himſelf was the principal Sufferer in theſe: 
llamities; for after he had made ſome Reſiſtance. 

| the Gothe and Scythians, he was obliged to turn 
| his Forces againſt Spores King of Perſia, who 
ith a furious Progreſs ravaged Syria, Silicia and 
adecia.. Coming into Meſopotamia, both Armies 

t, and a general Battal - was expected; but it 
wed otherwiſe, - For juſt before the intended 
papement} Valerian, through the Negligence,” or 
ſome believe, the Treachery of the General, 

6 brought into an incommodious Place without 
B ficient, Guard ; where” being ſurrounded e 


the 
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kd in Country, and treated him with greater Indignitie 


and. Perſaut, and all the Paſſes poſſeſſed, witho 

any great Reſiſtance, he was taken Priſoner} 

Valerian Saporet, who carried this old Emperor into his ou 
* N than the meaneſt Slave. For the tyrannizing Py 
King of ſian, exceflively ſwell'd with this proſperous Gale 
Perſia made Valerian his Foot-ſtool whenever he was d 
poſed to take Horſe ; cauſing the greateſt Monate 
of the World, to whom all Nations paid Homage 
to bow down his Neck for him to tread upon] 
when he mounted the Saddle; this was the miſ 
rable Fate of Lacinius Valerian, the Thirty ſecond 
Emperor of Rome, in the 76th Year of his Age 
aſter a Reign of about ſix Years ; a Prince emi 
nent for many remarkable Excellencies, who fo 
many Yeats wanted no kinds of Succeſs and pn 
rity, till he was at laſt met by the Judgment 
caven, which ſeverely puniſhed him for his bar 
barous Cruelties to che Chriſtians ;' and” this wi 
| likewiſe: a Puniſhment to the Romans theniſelves 
who never received ſuch a Signal Affront fince't 
Foundation of their City. Sapores us'd to rally} 
eres when — made him his — * 
im, this Poſt ure was greater Proof of which SK 

tbe — Gr than all 1b? Pitures b 4 the Romi 
cou d make; and for a conſiderable Time the Po 


poſſible Indignity and Scorn. Valeria continue! 
about ſeven Years in this miſerable Servitade, nol 
withſtanding all the Writings, Intereeſſions 000m” 
Threats of the Chief Potentates in che World! 
procure his Releaſe, and at length the inſuring” 
Perſion cauſed his Eyes to be pulled eve, and ans 
that to be flead alive, and rubbed with Sak, 
cording to dgarbias ; but Lafantius ſays he 
flead after his Death, being then about 83 Yeu 
of Age. This Remarkable Captivity of Yaloid 
hapned in the 101 25b. Year of the City, 264 7 


fien; treated the very Name of à Roma wich Ae 
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ier the Settlement of the Empire by Aupafar,, 

10 afrer our Saviour's Nativi * thee Send 
the twelve Caſart, and 66 after the publick Sale 
f the Empire by the Soldiers. 


—— 


"CHAP. VI. 


n the Captivity of Valerian, and the le- 
ginning of the Thirty Is, to the Re- 
fenation Diocleſian, the Thirty-wiuth En- 
peror; when the Empire became firſt divided 
into Independent Parts. © as Fees: 


on 
Cond 
Age 


1 


0 ſo 


. Containing the Space of about 45 1 ears, 


Alerian being taken Priſoner, all Perſons Galem 
expected that his Son Gallienus wou d re- mede Em- 
me him, and revenge the Affront; therefore the Perer. 
nate conferr'd the Empire upon him, making 4 D. 
im Sole Emperor, who in à great meaſure 259» 
Authority before, he being now about 4 
eas of Age. This Reign was the moſt con» 
end and calamitous of all the preceding; and 
een and Earth ſeemed. equally to threaten 
angel Ruin and Deſtruction of the Rowan Em 
r. In the beginning of it the Sun was E 
huded and darkned, ſo that it. did not a 
ſor many Days: Strange and diſmal. - 
Makes overthrew the Cities and ſtately. Edifices, 
roying great Numbers of People, and ſha- 
bg the Lands ſo terribly, that the hidden 

wels of the Earth, and ſtupendious Caverns 
re laid open, from whence flow'd-vaſt Streams 

Salt Water. The Sea over-ſwell'd its Banks, 
I broke into many | Continents, Gaming 

un- 
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Countries; Cities and People; and ſo violent 
Piſtilence rag'd, that in Rowe no leſs than go, 
Perſons died in a Day. "Theſe extraordinary C 
lamities ſo moved Gallienus to Remorſe, th 
thinking to pacifie the Wrath of the Duin 
Power, contrary to the Practices of forme 
Emperors in theſe Circumſtances, he relax t 
Perfecution againſt the Chritians, ſending fon 
his Edicts in favour of them: Beſides chels Cab 
mities the whole Empire was dangerouſly invade 
on all Parts. The Germans over-rati Rhatia at 
the Alps, and paſsd into Italy as far 1 
wenna ;. the Allemans. allo waſted. Gaal, and er 
tred Spain to the City of Tarragon : The Goths at 
Seytbians ravag d all Pontus, and a greater Pat 
leſſer 4faz and in Europe all Greece, Macedm 
and their Confines. Dacia beyond the Danube w 
totally loſt to the Quadi and Sarmatiant, who all 

| feiz'd on Pannonia; and the Perſians and Parthia 
having already-gain'd Meſopotamia, poſſeſs d then 

. ſelves of a great Part of Syria. About the fan 
time the Soldiers in all Parts electing their on 
Generals, advanc'd no leſs than Thirty almoſt 
done Time, who aſſuming the Title of Em 
rors, are generally recorded by the Name 
The Thirty Tyranis ; and as they were all op 
ſite to each other, ſo they were often unahime 
in the Ruine of Gallienus, by which means 
Roman Empire was more ſeverely hartaß d 
oppreſs'd by its own Forces, than by Poe 
Devaſtations : Only theſe Uſurpets, who we 
generally. Valiant Men; did often defend and 
cure the Empire from the Barbarous Nations, Wi 
ſeem d in a capacity to overwhelm it. 
SGallienut in the beginning of his Reign den 
ſome Regard to the Publick, and parriculdt 
overttirew Ingenuxs , 2 valiant Commander 
Pannonia, who had rebelkd, and 22 


- 
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Tie of Emperor, and likewiſe defeated the Gtbls?- 
in a Battel; in which Victories he us'd incredible 4 
Cruelties, deſtroying in one City all living Her- 
ſons. But afterwards he gave himſelf up tò Eaſe 
1nd Luxury; ſo that while the whole World was 
WM infeſted with Wars and Deſolations, he generally 
HM continued at Rome among Concubines and Harlots, 
on{urrounded with Roſes and other Flowers, in- 
eating new Pleaſures and Delights, often bath- 
ang himſelf, ſtudying how he might preſerve Figs 
nd other Fruits green all the Year, and having or- 
| Rinarily at his Table the moſt delicious and coſtly 
ei leats imaginable. His Services were all of Gold 
eſer with Jewels, the Powder for his Hair of 
old-Duſt; and he continually diverted himſelf 
ich Mimicks and Buffoons, and bath'd with Wo- 
be Wien of all Ages. When ic was told him that the 
o Ulinsdom of egypt had rebell'd againſt him, he 
ade anſwer, Cannot we live without the Linen of 
thenreypt? Having loſt Gaul by Uſurpers, he care- 
e sy replied, Cannot the State be. ſupported with- 
i O88: the Soldiers Caſſocks from thence & Being in- 
mol: med of the Deſolation of Aſia by Earthquakes, 
Ee the Scythian Invaſion, he without any Concern, 
ame id, Cannot wwe ſubfiſt, without Salt-petre ? And 
oor WE0g advertis'd of the Loſs and Ruin of other Pro- 
imces, he always anſwer'd with ſo much Scorn 
mi Neglience, as if he had utterly forgot his 
$0 ee and Dignity. His extraordinary Careleſſ- 
and Diſregard for the Publick, was the prin- 
war al Reaſon that ſo many Tyrants and Uſur- 
made themſelves Lords and Emperors in his 
bs, ien. Of all whom we muſt give ſome little Ac-_ 
ton In, tho' in a very imperfect and diforderly Me- 
wr , by reaſon of the ftrange Confuſion of Affairs, 
de Obſcurity and Brevity of the Writers of 
"} Ii Valerian 


„ We - | 


The Thirty Valerian being taken Priſoner, as was formerly 
Tyrants, or mention'd, and his Son Gallienus uſing no Mean; 
Uſarpers. for his Ranſome or Revenge, the Commander 
and Soldiers in the Eaſt were diſperſed' with great 

_ Grief and Indignation for the Diſgrace they had 
receiv'd. In this Exigency, Baliſta, General to /; 

lerian, and an excellent Soldier and Commander 
together with Macrianus, a Perſon of ſingula 
Worth, and Experience, aſſembling the Roman Le 

gions and Cohorts, with the unanimous Conſent , 

all, they agreed to chuſe an Emperor, to recove; 

the Roman Dominions, and to ſet the old Empero 

at Liberty, ſince Gallienus took no care. of thy 
Matter. And after many Conſultations Macriau 
Macria= was elected and obeyed as Emperor; and wil 
nus, I. him his two Sons, Macrianw and Quietas, wer 


— ogy made his Equals and Companions in the Empite 


Quietus, ànd at the ſame time Baliſta made Præfect or Ge 
3. neral of his Army. Macrianw ſeeing himſq 


made Emperor, and powerful by reaſon of the 

mies of the Eaſt, he march'd into the Confing 

of Perſia, and in ſome Battels ſuppreſs d the tai 

mer Inſolenties of that Nation. But fearing 

valiant Commander called Valens, Proconſul 

the Province of Achaia in Greece, he ſent a cal 

ſiderable Army againſt him under the Con 

mand of Piſo a Conſular Perſon, and a gol 

Soldier, to ſieze on that Country, and ſo to p 

into Ita; which being underſtood by Vat 

to encreaſe his Authority and Power he caulk 

Valens, 4. himſelf to be choſen Emperor, and afſumd d 
Imperial Ornaments and Enſigns; by which! 

drew ſuch a Number of Men to his Party, # 

Piſa was driven to retire. with his Troops il 
. Theſſaly.; where, being reduc'd to ſome Extra 
ties, he us'd his Enemies Policy, and like l. 
piſo, 5, proclaim'd himſelf Emperor; but was ſoon 4 
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overthrown by Valens Forces and flain. Nor did | 
Valens long enjoy his Victory ; for within a few 
Days after, his own Soldiers for ſome. Diſcontents, 
conſpir'd againſt him, and flew him. 1 
Macrianus, who now reigned Emperor in the 
Eaſt, receiving Intelligence of the Misfortunes of 
piſo and Valens, and not ſatisfied. with his preſent 
poſſeſſion, reſol vd to march towards Rome with 
2 conſiderable Army, to ſuppreſs ſome Uſurpers 
in the Weſt, as alſo the legal Emperor Gallien. 
Therefore leaving behind him his Son Puietus, 
and Baliſta, with ſome choice Troops to pre- 
vent other Uſurpations in the Eaſt, he began 
his March with 45000 Men, and puſh'd through 
the leſſer 4ſia into Thrace and Achaia, where he 
overthrew the Goths, who had made great De- 
ſtations in thoſe Parts, and conſtrain'd them 


c Vo retire. About the ſame time, or rather before, 
mls Aureolus, Commander of the Legions in Uhricum Aureolus, 
ne and Dalmatia , was conſtrained by his Men to © 


ume the Title of Emperor; and perceiving 
bat Macrianus was entring his Province, he ga- 
thered all his Forces together, and in a bloody 
attel put an End to all his great Attempts, 
, a COlrerthowing and ſlaying both him and his Son 
C lcrianus. Upon which 30000 of Martjianw's 
2 5" Woldicrs went over to Aureolus, which ſo ſtrength- 
10 ed his Intereſt that Gallienw, who was ſome- 
Vel hat employed in ſupprefling other Uſurpers, 
W's content to enter into Lace with him, 
nd make a Peace, which continu'd firm moſt 
| his Reign. But while Macrianus was perſuing 
s unſucceſsful Attempts, Odænatus, a famous O 4 ns- 
ince of Palmyrene, a Province in Syria, ig tus, 7. 


things in Confuſion in the Empire, preſum 
d take upon him the Title and Condition of | 
mperor, imparting likewiſe that Dignity to He- _ | 
4 his eldeſt Son by his firſt Wife, This Uſur- Herod, j. 

li 2 pation 1 
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pation prov'd both honourable and advantageous 
to the Empire, for he perform'd many noble Ex- 

ploits againſt Sapores, King of Perſia, who detain'd 
Valerian Priſoner, gain'd many Battels, recoverd 

all Meſopotamia, with the great Cities of Niſthe 

and Carre, forc'd Sapores to fly before him, took 

his Wives, his Riches, 'and Treaſure, and march'd 

up to the very Walls of Cre/iphon. But as his 
principal Deſigns were againſt Macrianus, and his 

Son, he. ſent a great Preſent of the Jewels and i 

noble Priſoners, he had taken from the Perſians, 

to Gallienus at Rome; who when he coud not 

eclipſe the Merit of Odænatus by Virtue, or ſup- 

preſs it by Valour, ſought to deface it by Trea- 
chery ; but failing of his Deſigns, out of Fear he 

made him his Partner in the Empire, and Ode. 

natus receiv'd the Title of Auguſtus, both from 
Gallienus and the Senate. Upon which Gallien. 
appointed many publick Feaſts and Diverſions, in 

the Cirques and Theatres; inviting the People 

to aſſiſt, and be merry, as in the Days of the great. 

eſt Joy and Proſperity. At the ſame time not be- 

ing aſham'd to triumph over the Perſians, who 
detain'd his Father Priſoner, and to lead them 
Captive in a Mock-ſhow, ſome ſatyrical Perſons 

mix'd themſelves with the Priſoners, and viewing 

their Faces, demanded, Jhere was the Emperor iI 

tber? Which ſo incens'd Gallienus, that he com 
manded them all to be burnt alive. | 
Odænatus underſtanding the Death of Mai 

nus and his Son, he turn'd his Forces again 
Quietus, the youngeſt Son, who was left wil 
Batiſta, „. Baliſta; and was fo ſucceſsful as to put an Ig 
'® to his Authority and Life together; and ally i 

the ſame to Baliſta, who for a while had W 
wiſe commanded as Emperor; by which mea 
Odænatus without Contradiction remain'd En 


ror over all the Provinces in the Eaſt, _ n 
ext 


againſt all the Power of Rowe. All Writers take 
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fear'd by all the Princes in the World. But he 


livd not long in this Proſperity, for his Kinſman, 
Mæonius, hoping to gain the ſame Power and Au- 
thority, treacherouſly brought about the Death 

of him, and his Son Herod, and made himſelf Mæoni 
Emperor, though but for a ſhort Time; for 10. 
the ſame Soldiers that were Aſſiſtants to him 

in his Treaſon, likewiſe deftroy'd him. Zenobia, Zenobis, 


* 


wife to Odenatus, remaining a Widow, with her 117. 
two young Sons, Herennianus and Timolaut, took Herennia- 


upon her the Government, and began to rule 28% M2. 
wich a Maſculine Courage and Conduct, ſhew- wow _ 
ing ſuch Wiſdom and Valour, as is almoſt in- 
credible ; and to the great Diſgrace of Gallienus, 
and his Succeſſor - Claudius, ſhe enjoy'd the Title 
of Auguſta, and the Empire of the Ea, for ma- 
ny Years; on one Side warring n the migh- 
ty Perſians, and on the other, defending her ſelf 


ſome Notice of the Virtues and Accompliſhments 
of this Princeſs, particularly her Continence, 

which was ſo remarkable, that ſhe was never fa- 

miliar with her Husband after Conception; nor 

yet twice, till ſhe knew by natural Signs, whether 
ſhe had conceiv'd or not. She was extraordinary 
learned in many- Arts and Languages, and had 
her ſelf abridg'd the Alexandrian, and all the Ori- 
ental Hiſtories, whereby ſhe attain'd the higheſt 
Pitch both of Wiſdom and Authority; being li- 
beral and temperate in all Things, very ſevere 
upon Occaſion, yet no ways defective in Good- 
neſs and Clemency. She was ambitious as well as 
brave, and boaſted that ſhe was deſcended in 
one Line from Cleopatra and the Prolemys of K- 
It, and in another from the mighty Semiramis, 
Queen of Babylon ; and in all Things acted as if 
he had been Empreſs of the World. Bur Gallienus, 
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| who fear'd Odenatas , at. firſt deſpis d Zendbia 


Amilian, in ;mitation of many others, proclaim'd him. 


- theſe Buildings had but a weak Foundation, ſo 
a ſmall Force, and a few Storms overwhelm d 
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but ſhe ſoon let him underſtand his Error by her 
frequent overthrowing his Forces, particularly 
thoſe under the Command of Heraclianus, About 
the ſame time, eAmilian, Commander of the Le- 
gions in Agypt, after ſome Tumults and Struggles, 


ſelf Emperor, and with great Courage and Bold- 
nels ſeiz d on that ancient Kingdom. But 25 


them, which was effected by a Commander ſent 
by Gallienus, call'd. Theodatas, who. us'd ſuch Me- 
thods that his Friends failing him, he. was by 
him apprehended, and afterwards put to Death in 

While Affairs thus paſs'd in the Eaſt, the other 
Provinces of the Empire were in no leſs. Conſu- 
ſiop, being extremely infeſted and harraſs' d with 
Wars and Uſurpers ; Gallienw in the mean time 
ſolacing himſelf in Rome, contenting himſelf with 
Italy, which was the only Province that remain'd 
firm to him, the reſt ſome times paying, and 
other times denying their Obedience, In theſe 
general Commorions, 4frick alſo made ſeveral Ak 
terations, occaſion'd by Pomponiamm, the Com- 
mander of the Legions, and Paſſienws, Proconlul 
of the Province, who made choice of à Tribune, 
call'd Celſus, a Perſon highly eſteem'd for bk 
Virtues and Accompliſhments , and .proclaimd 
him Emperor. But this poor Pringe's Authoruy 
laſted bur ſeven Days, being put to Death by the 
Means of Gallienass Rinſwoman Galluna, dwer 
ling in thoſe Parts, had. great Indignities offer dio 
his Body. After which, Africk. was free from 
Uſurpers in this Reign, but not from Tumult 
and Confuſons. About the ſame time, Regilliana 
Commander of the Legions about Pannonia, 

| 
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the adjacent Provinces, was by the Conſent of his 
Army, and the Inhabitants of choſe Parts pros - 
daim'd Emperor; for they were highly incens'd Regillia- . 
apainſt Gay 1 for 1 Cruelties 1 Coun- , 16. 
tries, when he ſuppreſs'd Ingeunus, formerly men- In , 
tion d, who was Tv ous of the Thirty Tyrants "hi 
or Ulurpers. Regill;anus perform'd great Services 7 
gainſt the Sarmatians, but was at length ſlain by - Bi 
the Roxolani or N with the Conſent of the 11 
oldiery and Peaſants, who fear'd that Gallienus 

wou'd exerciſe new Cruelties. And here it is ob- 
ſervable, That all the Commanders that Valerian 

made, were in his Son's Reign cal'd Emperors; 

mong whom was Cenſorinus, a Perſon wha had Cenſori- 
been Conſul, and held other Offices and Dignities, u', 18. 
tut underwent the ſame Fate that almoſt all the 


by reſt did, being ſlain by the ſame Soldiers that pro- 
1 eaim'd him. Trebellianus met with a different Trebellia- 


Treatment, tho' no leſs fatal; for being pro- uus, 19. 
caim'd Emperor by the Jauri in Aſia Minor, 
Gallienus ſent an e£gyptian Commander, call d 
Gonſiſoleus againſt him, who defeated him in a 
bloody Battel, and flew him, but cou'd not re- 


fi luce the T/auri, who by . reaſon of their inac- 
„ Wfible: Country, were often in Rebellion after- 


ards. | 
During theſe Confuſions and Diſtractiops in the 
afern and Southern Parts of the Empire, Gaul and 
he Weſtern Parts were no leſs harraſs d with in» * 
eſtine Convulſions, as well as foreign Deva- 
ations, Poſthumus, à valiant Commander, was 
eneral in Gaul, a Perſon of great Reputation 
ith Valerian, and ſo much eſteem d by Gallienus, - 
hat at his firſt Arrival at the Empire, he ſent him 
ls Son Saloninus, whom he intitled Cæſar, to 
de inſtructed and educated by him: But after- 
ards ſeeing the Neglect and ill Government of 
5 Father Gallienus, partly through the Inhabi- 

| Ti 4 % | tants 
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tants Compulſion, and partly by means of be 
. own Ambition, Saloninus was ſlain, and Posh ber! 


Poſthu- mus proclaim'd Emperor, who with great Coy: Poſ 
mus, 22: rage and Conduct ſoon, made himſelf. Maſter ler u 

= all Gaul, which he govern'd for ſeven Years, & 
fending it from all the Inſults of barbarous Me E. 
| tions who were ready to devour it; in Which arts 
Valour was fo, remarkable, that he was ſtil'd,” Me 6 
Gallick Hercules. The . Succeſs of Poſthumus Molted 

1} 3 Einen 

rons'd Gallienus from his voluptuous way of Mande 
| ving, that he march'd againſt him in Perſon, ui v 
1 two excellent Commanders, one call'd Theodefuon v 
' andthe other Claudius and invelting a City wherWemai, 


= .  Pofthumus was lodgd, the Gauls ſo well defende 
| the City, and Gallienus himſelf being wounds 
With an Arrow, he was conſtrain'd to raiſe thi 

' Siege, and likewiſe to make Peace with Aurel 
gi in Ilyricum, which was mention'd before. But 
this was not ſufficient to ſuppreſs the Power e 
| Poſtbumus, who. was now ſupported by an exc 
| lent young Commander, call'd Victorinus, hol 
| Viaori.) Poſthumus made his Equal and Companion in ti 
nus, 21. Empire; by whoſe Diligence and Aſſiſtance I 
detended himſelf and protracted the War, havuj 
ſome times proſperous, and other times advll 
Fortune. However, Gallienus returning to R 
as though he had made a full Conqueſt of Gas 
enter'd in a ſolemn Triumph, with all imagim 
ble Pomp and Show, giving himſelf up to li 
former Courſe of Life and Pleaſures. Here i 
daily receiv'd News of Commotions, Revolts, li 
curſions, Devaſtarions, and Uſurpations in mil 
Parts of the Empire; for all which he ſeem d nd 
much concern'd; And when he was inform'd | 
his Father Yalerian's great Torments and Death 
Perſia , he coldly alluding to "Xenophon's. Speed 
upon the Death of his Son, replied , 1 * 

* ' 2 L . as , ain 
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aber 2/45 liable to Death and Miſeries as well as 

lh ler Perſons. | X u. e 

po ſbumus now living in great Proſperity, toge- 

her with his Son Poſt bum, whom he firſt made 

eſar, and then Auguſtus, and his Companion in Poſthy- 
he Empire; he govern'd Gaul and the adjacent mus Jw- 
arts with remarkable Juſtice and Severity. But“ 22. 
Me Gals, deſirous of Change and Novelty, re- 
Molted from him, and choſe an experienc'd Com- 
ander, call'd Lollianw, for Emperor; and. theſe TLollianus. 
withiWwo warring againſt each other, Poſthumus and his 92 
on were flain by him and the Gault. Lollianus 
hermaining Emperor in thoſe Parts, notwithſtand- 
dee he was valiant and powetful, yet he cou'd not 
nde ume the ſame Authority that Pofbumus had, 

e ice his Election was not ſo univerſal, and Vicko- 
rei the Aſſociate of Poſt humus poſſeſs d a conſide- 1 
ut ble Part of the Country, and was ſtill call d Em- Vitor 
et ror. Vidorinus was generally govern d by Po- * 
 xcelMiick Counſels of his Mother Victoria, or Victerina, 
whonWho for her great Valour and Maſculine Courage, 
in Mas ſtil'd Mot ber of Armies; and by her Aſſiſtance 

ce e oppos'd Lollianus, and in a ſharp Battel de- 
1avingated him, and flew him, remaining ſole Emperor 

drei C, together with his Mother, who was now 
RomiWlociated with him, and calld Auguſta. Viftormus 

| Gaſes an excellent Prince, and compared with the 

a pint of the Rowan Emperors, but was given to 

to luxury, which was the Cauſe of his Ruin; for 

ere king away a Soldier's Wife from him, he was 

ts, Min by means of his Treaſon near Agrippina or 
len; which being underſtood by his Mother, by 

e Affiſtance of ſome of her Friends, ſhe pro- 

aim d his Son Victorinus Emperor: But the Fu- Vitori®= WK 
of the Soldiers was ſuch, that they ſoon flew nus v Wl 
e Son as they had done the Father. However, 5 bj 
feria wou'd not recede from her Authority and 
Iadicion, to ſupport her ſelf, by Means of her 
gs Favourites, 


F 0 
de. 
N; 
we 
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Tetricus, 
26 : 
Tetricus 


Junior, 27. 


obtaining great Victories againſt the Northern Na 


Cyriades, 
28. 


Faturni- 


nus, 29. 
Marius, 
30. 


ties, Deſolations, Infolencies, and all Kinds 


heard of Miſeries and Calamities; and all in 


deſtroy' d each other, or elfe were flain by thei 


own forging. 
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Favourites, ſhe procur'd Terricus a Senator er 
Rome, who had ſome Command in Gaul, to pro 
claim himſelf Emperor, and to make his Son 7; 
trieus his Companion, which he did, and proy! 
an excellent and valiant Prince, making himſel 
Lord of all Gaul, and the greateſt Part of Syajz 


tions, and reigning long after the Death of Gl 
lienus. In the mean time Gallienus enjoy'd Rom 
and all ah, which never revolted from him 
while the Tyrant or Uſurpers by Turns generalh 


own Soldiers, only ſome few continu'd in ſuc 
ceeding Reigns. Of the Thirty, we have mes 
tion'd' all but three, which were Cyriades, who be 
fore Valeriaz's Captivity was proclaim'd Empero 
by the Perſians, and foon after deſtroy d; Sat 
vinus, who not long after his Election was (lai 
by his own Soldiers; and Marius à Smith, wh 
in ſeven Days was diſpatch'd by a Sword of ti 


Through all the Parts and Provinces of thi 
Empire were committed infinite Murthers, Robbe 


Barbarities, Tyrannies and Treafons, ' accompi 
ny'd with an innumerable Company of other un 


great Meaſure occaſion'd by the Negligence, Vie 
and Cruelties of Gallienus, which render'd hit 
both deſpicable to his Subjects, and inſupportabi 
to the Empire. Infomuch that his own Caprail 
and Commanders, finding him uncapable of d. 


fending the State. at laſt refoly'd upon his Ruin . 
and in the Confpiracy, Heraclianus and Marli 6 


two of his principal Commanders, were involvi 
being not long after prefented with a fair Oppdl 
tunity for that Purpofe. For the Peace beil 
broke between Gallienus and Aureolus, cr 
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gemention d Uſurpers, the latter fearleſſy en- 


* i'd Italy it ſelf, and took the City of idiolanum 
n; which caus d Galliens to oppoſe him 
n 2 powerful Army, and to beſiege him in chart 


iy. During this Siege, Martian and the reſt of 
e Conſpirators, who had agreed with Aureolu, 
rtended that they had private Intelligence, that 
eolus was deſign d to make a ſudden Sally upon 
xt Quarter where Gallienus was lodg'd : Where 
on Callienus with greater Haſte than Diſcretion, 
his Poſt ſmally accompany d ſo that before 
reſt of his Guards cou d be gather'd together, ; 
was ſlain by theſe; Confpirators, together -with The Death 
brother of his, nam'd Valrian. This was the / Gallic* 
ſerved End of Licinius Gallienus, whom for Me- 
ads ſake we call the thirty third Emperor of 
me, in the 5oth Year of his Age, after an igno- 
nious Reign of about nine Tears after his Fa- 
r's Captivity ;, a Perſon who net only brought 
ame and Death to himſelf. hy his Cruelties and 
Wormities, but likewiſe greater Miſeries and Ca- 
ities upon the Roman State than ever were 
Robbe vn ſince the Foundation of the City. He dyd 


Sat 
48 Hall 


ind of 1021it Near of the City, 29 Years after the 
comp ement of the Empire by Aageſtur, 268 aſtet 
her u dariours Nativity, 170 after the laſt of th 
all in Nee Cz/ars, and 75 after the publick Sale of the 
„ all..che Ex ſubject ro Zombie, 


and the Weſt to Tetricus and Viforinus, Ithricum 
lurcolus, and Thrace, Macedonia, and part of Ala 
vr to the Goths and Scythians. © ar 


Run The Death of Gallienus prov'd a great Eaſe 4. D. 
Martial Advantage to the Roman Empire, and gave a' 268. 
noh ere! Satisfaction to all except his Soldiers, who 


«Qing the Riches and Plunder of Milan, were 
nap d, that Martian and the Conſpirators were 

gd ro aſſwage them with a conſiderable Sum 
my | of 
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of preſent Money; ſo that none of theit Comp 
ny durſt preſume to take upon him the Title MW" © 
Emperor, as was generally expected. In the meg 

Claudius time Flavius Claudius by the unanimous Conſe! 
made Em. of all was proclaim'd Emperor; and being a be 
ferer. ſon of great Vertues and Renown, his Blegig 
| was joy fully confirm'd by the Senate and -Peoy 
of Rome with infinite Bleflings and Applauſes. 
are not fully aſſur'd of his Lineage and Counts 
for ſome affirm; that he was born in Dalmiij 
and was deſcended gf an ancient Family; othe 
that he was of Datgla#ia, and deſcended from i 
Blood of the Trej and and others, that he was t 
Son of the Emperor Gordian. However, wen 
aſſur d that he was a Perſon of extraordinary) 
lour and Bravery, and that he had perform 
excellent Service againſt Poſt bumus in Gaal, 
againſt the Gers and other barbarous Nations 
many Parts. He was now about 54 Years of Ay 
and had a very ſtrong Body, and a vigorous Min 
was eminent for his Virtueg and excellent Part 
he was chaſte and continent, moderate and temp 
rate, and juſt and upright, both before and af 
he was Emperor; only he was ſomewhat ſevere 
the Chriſtians, tho the Truth of that is doubt 
He was a juſt Judge, a Lover of Strangers, ſen 
tothe Wicked, but moſt kind to the Vertuous: 
made excellent Laws and Ordinances; and iñ̃ a0 
ſhore time reform'd the Commonwealth; ſo ti 
in his ſhort Reign there was à great Change 
Affairs, and he prov'd a mighty Prop and Suppt 
to a declining Empire. | 
The firſt Expedition undertaken by this Em 
ror was againſt Aureolus in Milan, who underflal 
ipg the Death of Gallienus, chang'd the Coil 
af his Affairs, expecting to become ſole Empt 
himſelf. But Claudiui reinforcing his Army, | 
, K{ycral Engagements with Aureolus, and gain d 
. Mell 
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morable Victory over him, which conftrain'd» - 


110 to retire unto the Walls of Milan; from 
m. ence he ſought to come to ſome Compoſition 
ball Claudius, as he bad done with Gallienss ; But 
a be s, as 2 virtuous and victorious Prince, wou d 
ed bearken to any Agreement with a Tyrant and 

| ſurper, and return'd him Anſwer, That ſuch "WA 


tions might have been ſuitable to the Temper of 
llienus, who ſtood in fear of Aureolus ; but for 

elf, he was reſoly'd to do nothing mean and un- 

meely , but wou'd make bim underſtand his Daty. 


1 veolus was afterwards ſlain, as ſome ſay, by his 1b. Des 
vas n Soldiers; and as others, / Claudius s Com- f Aureo- 
Wind, fighting at the Foot of a Bridge. By his Jus. 


ath Claudius became Maſter of his Army, and of 
| the Countries that he poſleſs'd ; and returning 
ith theſe Succeſſes to Rome; he was there receiv'd 
ih great Triumphs and Feaſtings, and ſetled the 
firs of the Publick with all imaginable Prudence 
d Juſtice. His principal Care and Study was to 
tore the Empire to its former Strength and Li- 
ny, and to recover all that was loſt, being rea- 
to expoſe himſelf to all kinds of Dangers ; and 
on that Occaſion, it was ſeriouſly debated' in the 
nate which War ſhould be undertaken firſt, and 
hether the Emperor ſhou'd go againſt Tetricus in 
ul, or Zenobia in the Eaſt, or elſe the Goths and 
her Nations, which had infeſted and poſleſs'd 
feral Parts of the Empire? But the good Em- 
ror ſoon reſolv'd their Doubts, declaring, That 
wou'd firſ® march againſt the Goths, and other bar- 
reus Nations, for they were Enemies to the Common- 
alth; but the Uſurpers were only Enemies to Him: 
Jerefore he was oblig d to revenge a publick Wrong 
fire a private Injury. Which generous Reſolution 
ing highly approv'd by the Senate and People, he 
ich all poflible Diligence rais'd the greateſt Army 


at was ever levy'd for ſucha War; for which there 
| Was. 
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was the greateſt Neceſſity, ſince theſe Natior 
had for fourteen Years poſfeſs'd many Parts of 
Empire, and deſtroy'd many great and famot 
Cities; and notwithſtanding they had been ſome 
times overthrown in Gallienuss Reign by Magi 

[ nut, Avitus, and this preſent Emperor Claud; 
yet ſtill they poſlſeſs'd all Thrace, a great Part 
Macedonia, and other Provinces. Theſe People h 
; a great Hatred to Learning; and pillaging'theCi 
| of Athens, they heap'd together a vaſt Pile of Book 
| | to burn, but were advis'd by one to forbear, 7h 

> 04 the Grecians Spending their Time on them, might | 

- the leſs capable of War. e 

Not long before Claudius undertook this Wat 
the Goths, out of a Defire of Spoil and Plunde 
to revenge former Loſſes, and expecting Claadi 
ſhou'd be employ'd againſt Tetricus and other Pri 
tenders, perſuaded many Northern People at 
Nations to come down upon the Romans. Ar 
joining themſelves with the Heruli, the Trutant 
the Virtungi, and other unciviliz'd Nations, to t 
Number of above 4300000 fighting Men, bed 
Servants, Women and Children; they, came dou 
the River Danube with 2000 Ships fraught wi 
Men and Ammunition, in ſuch a formidable Mat 
ner, as made the Empire to tremble, and the Ear 
as it were to labour under their Burthen. On 
the invincible Emperor remain'd fearleſs, and wit 
a brave Army march'd againſt theſe fierce People 

us, and being ready to come to an Engagement, | 
[ — wrote the Senate a ſhort Letter to this Effect: 
| againft the am now ready to engage with three hundred and tm 
Goths. ty thouſand Men, who have enter d the Emin 
whom if I wanquiſh, I ſhall deſerve your Tha 
If I fail, I hope you will remember that I fight 
the Reign of Gallienus, who has enervated | 

State and Government; and the Uſurpations of 

ny ambitious Perſons, who in Contempt to Hin 

- 00 
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ume Traylors to their Country, Our Gallick and 
paniſh Sword. Aen, © the Sinews of our Strength, 
ge taken up in the Weſt by Tetricus ; and our Ar- 
hers, to our great Shame, by Zenobia in the Eaft : 
% that wanting all Neceſſaries, whatſoever we ſuc- 


landing theſe Inconveniences and Difficulties, Clan- 
lus boldly advanc'd towards the Enemy, and com- 
ing to a Battel, by his extraordinary Valour and 
Conduct, he overthrew theſe barbarous Nations, 
and made an incredible Slaughter of them; which 
aas one of the greateſt and nobleſt Victories that 
was ever gain'd by the Romans, in which were ſlain 
ad taken Priſoners 300000 Men, and 2000 Ships 
laden with Ammunition ; ſo that whole Houſes 
were fill'd to their Tops with Targets, Shields, 
words and Launces, and other Habiliments of 
War, of all which the Emperor gave an Account 
by writing to the City. In this Battel were taken 
many barbarous Kings, and other Perſons of the 
higheſt Rank among them; and the Priſoners were 
numerous, that no Province nor City in the Em- 
ice was without many of them for Slaves. 
After this famous Victory, Claudius purſuing his 
\dvantages, in Thrace near Bizantium, and in Ma- 
mia near Theſſolonica, he had ſeveral Engagements 
ith the Goths, who were poſſeſs'd of thoſe Pro- 
inces in which he was ſo fortunate, and the 
emy were ſo overthrown and vanquiſh'd, that 
he Empire was reſtor'd to its former Bounds in 
hole Parts; and for a conſiderable Time the Gorhs 
ere unable to make any Oppoſition or Reſiſtance 
gainſt the Empire. From hence this Emperor 
fals d with his victorious Army againſt the revolted 
mans, over whom he gain d a memorable and 
lorious Victory, near the Lake Benacus or Garda, 


aving re-eftabliſh'd the Roman Power, and * 
| the 


ally perform muſt be accounted Great. Notwith- 


e Enemy being near 200000'ftrong. And thus. 
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The Death 
ef Claudi- 


the 56th Year of his Age, after a ſhort, but glori 


_ eſtabliſhing a tottering Empire; and the Senate no 


was alſo by genaral Conſent a Pillar erected an 


Quintil- 
lus wade 
Einperor. 
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the Empire from all Foreigners, he next determi 
ned to march againſt his two puiſſant Rivals, 7; 
tricus and Zenobia; but coming near Sirmium i 
Pannonia, he was there ſiez d with a peſtilentiz 
Fever, which in a few Days put an End to all hi 
great Deſigns, to the unexpreſſible Grief of all try 
Romans. Thus Claudius dy d a natural Death, it 


ous Reign of one Year, ten Months, and fiſteer 
Days; being the Thirty fourth Emperor of Romy 
and a Prince ſo ſublimely excellent, that the Mo 
deration of Auguſtus, the Valour of Trajan, ant 
the Piety of Antoninus, are ſaid to have Al cot 
in him. He made a vaſt Progreſs towards the Rt 


only gave him divine Honours, but likewiſe th 
People erected him a Statue of Gold ten Foot hig 
in the Capicol, an Honour never known before 
and a Target of the ſame Metal, by the Senate 
Appointment was hung up in the Court. TherQMordi 
bers 
compos'd of the Prows of Ships, upon which ic 
plac'd his Statue of 1500 Pound weight of Sieg,. « 
repreſenting him in his Conſular Robes. He dy Wan; 
in the 1023d Year of the City, and 270 Years A d 
ter our Saviour's Nativity; in which time floucilWune 


Longinus, a great Favourite of Zenobia, and a moi ſe 
excellent Orator and Critick ; and Porphyry, 2 Jeff 
by Deſcent, firſt a Chriſtian, and afterwards an Mad 


poſtate ; but a moſt acute Philoſopher. 


HI. Immediately after the Death of Claudis 
the Army unanimouſly made choice of Aurdial o 
for Emperor, who was General of the Horſe, aver 
the moſt valiant Commander at this Time: Bury 
his Confirmation at Rome was for ſome Space 15 
tarded by reaſon of Quintillus, Brother to the dn 


ceaſed Claudius, who being left Conner & a 
m 
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{ſmall Army to guard Italy, was likewiſe proclaim” 
Emperor; and the Senate, upon the Account of 
his Brother's, and his own great Vertues and Mo- 
deration , gladly allow'd of the Election. But 
yon the News of the Advancement of Aurellan, 
and his great Power and Intereſt, Qulatillus ſound- 
ing the Minds of his Soldiers, and finding himſelf 
mable to ſuppott his Cauſe againſt ſo formidable 
Rival, he reſolwd to dye Emperor, rather than 
return to his private Condition; and thefeupon | 
he caus d his Veins to be open'd, and ſo ended his His Death. 
ile, after a ſhort Reign of only 17 Days, before 
he was rightly ſettled in his Empire; for which 
Reaſon I have not plac d him in the Number of 
he Romnn Emperors. After his Death the Senate 
Wand People of Rome readily confirm'd the Election Aurelian 
u Aurelian, and gave him the Title of Auguſtus, made En. 
ith great Joy and many Applauſes. Aurelian was P er. 
horn of mean and obſcure Parents in Dacia, ac- 
ording to ſome, and in MAæſia, according to o- 
bers; being brought up in Wars and Militaty 
ch wiWilcipline from his Youth... He was now about 
Silvers. or as ſome ſay 58 Nears of Age, and had been 
le dy Many times Captain and Tribune, and above for- 
Ars a times Lieutenant to other Captains and Tri- 
utiſt nes: In which Offices he puniſh'd the Soldiers 
a moi ſeverely for their Inſolencies, and was fo ſtrict 
a Jah Diſcipline, that he was much dreaded by them: 
er be likewile perform d many noble Exploits, 
ſpecially in thoſe Wars in his Predeceſſor's Reign, 
which he gain'd greater Honour than any other 
laudiuommander, and was made by Claudius his Gene- 
{urea of the Horſe. He was of great Courage, and 
ſe, angular Strength, and perform'd many extraordi- 
>; c Things in his own Perſon ; and particularly, 
ace fe Theoclius and Vopiſcus aſſure us, in the Wars of 
che dent, he kill forty Enemies wich his own 
er of Mord, and ar ſeveral Times above nine Hundred 

—_ K k 5 
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Men. His uncommon Valour and expeditious pr 
ceedings, have cans'd ſome to compare him wit 
Fulias Ceſar ; but he much wanted his Mildnel 
and Clemency, being in his Temper very ſevere ani 
cruel; ſo that he is juftly ſaid to have been mo 
proper for the General of an Army, than the G0 
vernour of a State. $09, ud 
Aurelian being eftabliſh'd in the Empire, wit 
out any further delay, 'march'd with his victor. 
ous Army againft the Suevians and Sarmatinll,: 
Northern Nations, who had invaded the Conf... 
of the Empire; over which he obtain'd a mem 
rable Victory. But while he was thus ſucceſsful 
employ'd, the Marcomanni, and other fierce Ni 
ons of Germany came furioufly' don into Hal 
ſelf, and made terrible Ravages and Devaſtan 
in ſeveral Patts; ſo that Rom was in a dread 
Conſternation, imagining all was loſt, molt Pe 


ec 


ing the Actions and Proceedings of Aurel 
The Sil. Boos were conſulted upon this Od 
ſion, the City purg'd by Sactifice, and ſole 
Proceflions made in ail Parts. The Emperor hit 
ſelf was much concern'd at this dangerous In 
tion, and with all poſſible Speed return'd to f 
Relief of hah; and coming to a general Bi 
with thefe Barbarians, he was in great Danger 
being entirely defeated: : For having fougft 
whole Day from Sun-riſing te Setting, the Batt 
was ſo bloody, that he loft moſt of his Trod 
But afterwards: reinforcing his Army, he gil 
three great Victories over them, and finiſhed? 
War, deſtroying the whole Army of the M- 
manni; from whence he return'd to Rome, big 
incens'd at ſuch as preſum'd to tax his Proceed 
and Management, among whom ſome had toml 
Conſpiracies againſt him. And being of a © 
and revengeful Temper, notwithſtinding he 


| f 
im 
th 
ve. 


f 


eceiv'd with great Pomp and Sblemnity, he us d 
nany ſevere Puniſhments for light Offences and 
eonſiderable Crimes, and put ſeveral eminent 
Men to Death; Which much clouded his Fame, 
ind caus'd him to be extremely dreaded, and no leſs 
ned by many in the City. | 
WW The Emperor ſtaid not many Days in Rome be- 


wit fre he undertook an Expedition into the Eff Aurelian's 
Men enaſt the great Zenobio, accounting it a Shame n 


ied Diſgrace to the Roman Empire that a Woman Eaſt. 


afiWou'd 10 freely inſult over it. And paſſing with a 
meSowerful Army through Sclawonis into Thrace, he 
1 ad there ſome Conflicts againſt ſeveral barbarous 
Beh reping directly forwards, he atriv'd at Bizon- 
udo , where he paſs d witk all his Troops into 
rende Leſſer 4%, and eaſily ſuppreſs d the Rebelli- 
lt Pes in Birbynin; doing the fame in other Places 
ny u | ithout any great Reſiſtance. Hans, 4 City in 
Anreha Madocia, was the firſt Place that oppos d him, 
N ftopp'd his Progreſs, which fo inrag'd this 
um Emperor, that he vow'd, He wou'd ſo pu- 
the Inhabitants, as be Won d not leave a Dog 
WE: But by an Apparition of the Ghoft of 
10 ie famous Apollonius Thaneus, . Which - warn'd 
en not to deſtroy his Birth-Place, as Yopiſcas 
anger gates it, he pardon'd the Citizens; and when 
ovghtW Soldiers fully expected all the Plunder, and 


; Tr00Woo alive, he commanded them to kill all the 
e gung, and to ſpare the Inhabitants 5 promiſing 
reover to ere&t a Temple to Apollonius, and to 
MS up bis Image and Statue. From this Place he 
rchd to Antioch and Syria, againſt Zenobia, 
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nions that fought to incommode his March. But 


he Bat him in mind 6 His rowing not to leave a 


0 with her General Zabdæ attended his com- 
wich a mighty Army of excellent Soldiers and 
Mminanders, train'd up- with great Experience, 
K k 2 both 
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both under her Husband Odænatus, and her ſelf 
The two powerful Armies approaching each other 
a dreadful War commenc d; for Zenobia, not lil 
a weak Woman, but like a fierce Hannibal, pre 
vided and perform'd whatſoever was neceſſary an 
convenient againſt the Romans. After ſeveral Skir 
miſhes and ſmaller Encounters, both Parties cam 
to a General Battel near the City of Emeſa in Syi 
which was exceeding ſharp and bloody, and 
well manag'd by Zenobia, that Aurelian was ſens 
ral times driven to the greateſt Extremities: Fe 
his Cavalry being weary'd out with fighting, an 
grievouſly oppreſs'd, began to retreat, and we 
ready to have turn'd their Backs and fled; bi 
being detain'd and encourag'd by their Comman 
ers, and conſtrain'd to ftand firm by the Footmer 
the Emperor at length obtain'd the Victory, a 
Zenobia eſcap'd by Flight to Palmyra. _Woii 

Aurelian having obtain d ſo ſignal a. VigorgiOv t 
enter d Emeſa, and from thence march'd ality : 
the City Palmyra, the Metropolis of Pain arc 
in Syria, and Zenobia's principal Seat: In whigFem | 
March the Soldiers ſuſtain d great Miſeries ace 
Difficulties from the Enemy's continual Mole Reli. 
tions; and the City made ſuch brave and oith 
ble Reſiſtance, that they were miſerably Mf h 
raſsd and diſtreſs'd, and the Emperor hi 
ſelf was often in great Trouble and Dany 
Whereupon Aurelian, deſirous to finiſh the V 
and thinking to induce Zenobia to yield, 
11 Letter aſſur d Her of her. Life, and that he » 
jf allow her all ber Treaſure, Jewels, and Mm 
.and that ſhe ſhou'd live free and honourably in 
Place or City that the Senate ſhou d appoint, 
that the | Inbabitants of Palmyrene |ſboud. 1 
their ancient Privileges. Zenobia inſtead. of ſubo 
ting, return'd him this Anſwer, - No. Man l 


— s -» + 


Chap. VI. AURELIAN XXXV. Fot 
oer demanded That by Writing , which ought only to 
obtain d 'by Valour. You" require my Submiſſion ; as 
lung h you were ignorant that Queen Cleopatra choſe 
Death before, the bigheſt Dignity under Octavius. e 
whe the Perſians ſhortly to our Relief; and the Sa- 
ncens and Armenians are now ready for our Aſſiſtance. 
i ſince the Banditti of Sytia were able alone to 
border your Army ; all theſe Succours will certainly 
late that Preſumption of yours, which makes you ex- 
„ my Obedience, and account me already wvanquiſh'd. 

: FofWThis haughty Anſwer added to the Emperor's 
85 Aar), who immediately order'd the City to be 
wen nore ſtreightly beſieg d, in which he obſerv'd 

|: dach Care and Regularity, that he fail'& in no 
\manPart or Duty of a compleat General. For by his 
otmedMWPiligence he "intercepted the Perſian Auxiliaries, 
y, end diſpers'd them; and had the fame Succeſs 

_ Wizinſt a conſiderable Body of Saracens. And 
icon the Troops that were coming from Armenia, 
h'd n a plauſible Management of Threats and Re- 
inne vards, he drew 'em over to his Service, and made 
which em his Friends; ſo that Zenobia finding her ſelf 
ies Mleceiv'd in her Succours, and diſpairing of preſent 
loleiz Relief, fled from the City upon Dromedaries, 
nd rith ſuch Jewels and Treaſure, as the Shortneſs 
of her time wou'd permit. And travelling to- 
wards Perſia, ſhe was overtaken by a ſelect Body Zenobiz 
of Horſe which Aurelian ſent after her, ſo that her 419uer' d. 
City Palmyra, and all her Riches fell into his 
ands, as likewiſe all the E2ftern Provinces ſhortly 
aſter, The Emperor put the Philoſopher Longinus 

0 Death, who was Zenobia's Maſter, and ſtood 
charg'd with indicting her haughty Letter, but 
relerv'd this maſculine Queen to be an Ornament 
to his intended Triumph, who being brought in- 
to his Preſence, he ſaid, How durſt you, Zeno- 
bia, preſume to inſult over Emperor; ? To whom ſhe _ 
K K 3 modeſtly . 
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modeſtly reply'd, I acknowledge You for Empery 
who knew bow to conquer; but for Gallienus,. Aut 
olus, and the reſt , 1 never took them for Perſan, | 
that Dignity. os OO e, 
The Emperor Aurelian having finiſh'd this Wat 
and eſtabliſh'd the Ea in good Order, he f 
turn'd to Europe with deſign to march againſt 3 
trie in Gaul, and paſſing through Germany, hi 
there ſubdu'd a People, call'd Carpi; for whid 
he was call'd by the Title of Carbine in Ran 


* 


* ö 
der 
ſs 


Upon which Aurelian ſhew'd great DiſſatisfaQion 

that he ſhou'd gain ſuch a Gemen en Des 
when for the Conqueſts he had made, he was] * 
ready dignify'd with the Titles of Gothicas, Saf p 
maticus, Armeniacus, Parthicus, Adiabenicus, 6 62 
manicus, and Syriacus; therefore he ſent Word | * 
Thas , they might as well have call d him Carpiſcul 


which ſignifies a ſort of a Slipper. Being upon! 05 
March towards Tetricus, he receiv'd ,Intelligenc 
that Zenobia's former Subjects, the Palmyrencs, hai 
revolted, having ſlain the Roman Governour a0 
the Garriſon, and ſet up a Relation of the Queen... 
call'd Acbilleus for their Prince. This greatly e | 20 
rag d Aurelian, who with a Courage and Expeali... 
tion peculiar to himſelf, return d by long March 
into Aſia, and arriving in Syria, advanc d diredi 
to Palmyra, which he ſoon took, and infliced tit 
ſevereſt Puniſhments upon that City, putting 
death Perſons of all Ages and Qualities, {card 
leaving a living Creature in the Place. And havig 
left the City deſolate, and ſeveral others that hi 
join d in the Revolt, he in a few Days retum 
into Europe, but before he cou'd proceed mug 
in his former Deſigns, he was diverted by il 
News from Egypt, where a Commander, Gall 
Firmus, caus'd that Kingdom to revolt, and per 
claim'd himſelf Emperor according to ſom 
though others tells us, that he only pretended! 


f 


dub 
ur 


maintain the Liberties and Privileges of Egypt a- 


ſer rhea, who for Expedition was a Second Ju- 
Mis Ce/or, return d a third Time into 41, and 

5 Wa om thence march'd into Egypt, where with great 
e re b 


Labour and. Difficulty he recover'd: that important 
gdom, and leſt it in perfect Peace and Secu- 
ty. About the ſame. Time, a_ Commander in 
Mulmatia, call d Septimius, proclaim d himſelf Em- 


R eror; but in a ſhort Time after, his on Soldi- 
actior rs, according to the prevailing Cuſtom af this 
name, conſpir'd againſt him, and-flew him. So 
Was What now there remain'd nothing ſor this Emperor 
„ Sao perform, but to ſuppreſs Terricus, who held the 
2.0 Preateſt Part of the Ve, upon whoſe Account 
Word urelian paſs'd with the utmoſt Celerity from 
oh 252: into Gaul. This War was very doubtful in 


l Mens Opinion, but was ended contrary to 
heir ExpeRations : For Tetricus having no good 
Wictle to the Empire, his Soldiers took the Liberty 
Wo become ſo diffolute and preſumptuous, as they 


ue WWrov'd both dangerous and infupportable ; there - 

ty 4 | ore he wiſely choſe to live a Subject to the Em- 
-\P-Uicror Aurelian, rather than to be Emperor to ſuch 

darcn jects. And thereupon he wrote fecretly to 
Gre een, yielding himſelf to his Power; and fo Tics 
ted ti appily order'd Affairs, that the Weſtern Provinces ela. 
ting ere in a ſhore Time entirely reduc'd to the Empe» 
(carr; Subjection. 13 > 

han Ainelien having now ſucceſsfully eftabliſh'd the 

hat hg Provinces, and reduc'd them in à great meaſure 

= 0 their ancient Power and Reputation, by ſubdu- 


W's of Tyrants and Uſurpers, and by repelling 


by l foreign and barbarous Nations, with great Cou- 
* ge and admirable Expedition; he reſolv d to 
ld. Pome to Rome to triumph for all his Victories; 
(on hich was perform'd with all the imaginable 
* op and Solemnity. It wou'd be too tedious 


XK 4 to 


ninſt the Roman Power. Upon hearing of this, 
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to'enumerate all che Particulars; it is ſuſſicient tal Cr: 


obſerve, That this was one of the moſt magni nic 
ficent Triumphs that ever was ſolemniz d in Nam iris 
in which. were led an infinite Number of PrifoM in 
ners and Captives, almoſt of all Nations, parti Hir 
cularly e/Ethiopians, ' Arabians, Indilns, Baciriam Lat 
Georpians , Saracens, Perſians 3+ with) their ſeveral mai 
Offerings , beſides Guubs, Alam, Roxolans, Sarma lity 
tiaul, \Franks, 'Suevidns; Vandals: and Germans. Be. eſte 
ſides there were a vaſt: Variety of wild Beaſts, aff ber 
Tygers, Lions, Bears, Ounces, Elephants, Drome Per 
daries; and thebdike; a ſurprizing Quantity oi / 
Arms taken from tlie vanquiſh'd, and; moſt rich bpea 
and ſtately Chariots; one of which had belong con 
to Odænatus, Zenobia's Husband ; another of them xs | 
was made for her felf , and another the King. off pur 
Periz had preſented to the Emperor. Aurelia At 
enter'd in a particular Chariot that belong d vas 
the King of the Gets, drawn by four Stags, andof 
was attended by the great Zenobia, and Tetricu His 
and his Son. The former was moſt magnificent fene 
iy. adorn'd with the richeſt Tiſſues and Robe ſort 
beſet with the moſt valuable Jewels, in the Man ſo t. 
ner of a Priſoner bound with Chains of Gold dier 
and her uncommon Beauty, her noble Stature the 
and her majeſtick Sweetneſs, ſeem'd to ecliptbat 
the Luſtre and Grandeur of the Emperor him Mil 
ſelf. Aurelian was follow'd by all: his victoriouſ Em 
Legions, Horſe and Foot, in the moſt rich ef 


{ſplendid Attire, with Bonghs of Laurel or Pali 
in their Hands; in which pompous Manner Ik 
enter'd the Capitol to ſacrifice according to U 
ſtom, and from thence to the Imperial Palace ; tht 
next Day being ſolemniz d with all kinds 
Sports, Games, and Feaſts, with the Additions 
many extraordinary and unuſual Spectacles. H 
likewiſe, according to Cuſtom, gave many Pt 
ſents to the People; and contrary to his forms 
+ 715 335 RE, 
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Cruelties, beſtow'd his Rewards upon His Ene- 
wies, making Tetricus Governour of Lucania; Cdla- 
hria, Apulia, and Campania,” and other Provinces 
in aly, and conferr'd great Honours both upon 
Him and his Son. And he gave conſiderable 
Lands and Poſſeſſions to Zenobia, ſufficient to 
maintain her honourably according to her Qua- 
ly, in which: ſhe liv'd long after, being highly 
eſteem'd and applauded by all Men, ſtill preſerving 
her ancient Reputation, and the Dignity of her 


Perſon. ä, „ , „ wt Wa 
Aurelian continu'd in Rome for ſome Space in 
peace and great Proſperity, daily ſhewing ſome 
conſiderable Marks of his Juſtice and Severity, 
% likewiſe his Grandeur and Oſtentation. He 
purg d away all profeſsd Lewdneſs, and wicked 
Acts, and clear'd the Empire of Factions; and 
was a ſevere Enemy to Delators and falſe Accuſers 
of the Innocent, as alſo to corrupted Magiſtrates. 
His Juſtice purſu'd the falſe Coiners, who to de- 
fend themſelves, joyn'd in a Body, and rais'd a 
RobesMWſort of a War, under the Command of Felicifſimus, 
Man ſo that it coſt the Emperor the Lives of 1000 Sol- 
Gold Mdiers to reduce them. He fortify'd and repaired 
the Walls of Rome, and alſo enlarg'd them, ſo 
cat Vepiſcus afſures us they were almoſt fifty 
r him Miles in compaſs. This was not lawful for any 
toriouMEmperor, but only ſuch as had enlarg'd the Bounds + 
Wot the Empire; for which Reaſon they were en- 
larg d by Auguſtus, Nero, and Trajan: And Victor 
ner tells us, That Aurelian was the firſt Emperor that 
wore a Diadem on his Head, and that usd Robes 
e ; tht Gold and precious Stones. Finding the Pro- 
nds 0fÞinces of Ihricum and Maſia laid wafte by the fre- 
tion Fuente Incurſions of the Barbarians, he withdrew 
58. He Roman Forces out of Dacia 7 which Trajan 
y ProgifÞ'ad added to the Empire, and planted them in 
forma dri, to which Province he gave the Name of 
rueltie Aurelian 


„ an 
etricu 
ficent 


The ninth 
general 


Perſecu- 
tien. 
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Anrelian Dacia. He was very ſtrict in Mattem of f po 


Juſtice, and no Jeſs ſevere in puniſhing the Crime 


of the Soldiers; upon which Account he wrote Fo 
thus to one of his Lieutenants. If you will be © 
Cemmunder , nay , if you expect to live, keep yon Wl 84 
Soldiers to their Duty. I will not bave 4 Peaſan "© 
wrong d in a Chicken, not one Grape taken without hiy kn 
Permiſſion, nor 4 Grain of Salt, or a Drop F OY nn WY 
Juſtly exatted. I woud have the Soldiers eich d iy Ro 
the Spails of my Enemies, not the Tears of my Subjecti; the 
and wou d have them chaſte in their Quarters, and din 


free from Duarrels. He caus'd a Soldier, who hai et 
co 


mmitted Adultery with his Hoſteſs, to have hö ef 
Feet ty d to the Tops of two Trees forceably bent”) 
downwards; which being ſuddenly let looſe, the En. 
Criminal was torn in Pieces, and hung upon both 
Trees in Halves. He frequently caus d Criminal 
to be kil}'d or ſcourg'd in his ſight, either to keep 
up Diſcipline, and to make the Puniſhment more 
Exemplary. or to feed his Eyes with Acts of Cru- 
elty. He ſhewd many laudable Pieces of Seve 
rity in Matters of Equity and Juſtice, but did not 
reſt there, for he often practis d Cruelties contrary 
to Equity and Juſtice: And theſe, in the midſt « 
his Proſperity, extended to the Innocent Chriſtian 
againſt whom he drew up ſeveral Letters and 
Edicts, deſigning a ſevere Perſecution.” But hi 
he was peruſing and ready to ſign them, a Thu: 
der-bolt from Heaven, or Lightning, fell ſo neal 
his Perſon, that all People judg'd him to be dl 
ſtroy d. This is moſt commonly reckon'd the nini 
general Perſecution of the Church, which hapneli 
about eighteen Years after the beginning of tif 
eighth under Valerian; but it proved ſa ſmall ant 
inconſiderable, that many of them reckon d ti 
under Adrian in the Number of the Ten Perlect 
tions, and for that Reaſon omitted this. But Hel 
ven cruſh'd this Perſecution in the Embrio, ry 
. punus\ 
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uniſh'd the Perſecutor ſhortly after, while he was 
ginning a new Expedition againſt the Perfians.: 
For having put many Perſons to Death upon wh 2 
W Occaſions, his principal Secretary, Mneſt hens, be- 
gan to doubt his own Security, having been threat- 
ned with Death for ſome Offence committed, and 
"WM knowing him te be moſt punctual in his Puniſh» 
Inents, he copſpir d againſt him, and forg d a 
Roll of the Names of everal Perſons, as though 
the Emperor had mark'd them out for Death, ad- 
ling his own, and ſome others then out of Fa- 
jour, to make it the more plauſible... Upon ſight 
of which the deluded Perſons, for their wn Secu · 
ty immediarely,agreed with bim to deſtroy the 
Emperor, and reſolving upon the Manner of it, 
4; he paſs'd with a ſmall Guard from Heracles. i 
Trace towards Bixantium, they ſet upon him, and 
ſlew him with ſmall Reſiſtance. Thus fell Yalerizs 
furtlian, the Thirty fifth Emperor of Rome, in the The Death 
60 or 634 Year of his Age, after a brave and F Aure- 
ative Reign of five Years, wanting twenty Days ; lian. 
2 Prince of extraordinary - Abilities in War and 
Ation, who did wonderful Service to the State, 
but brought down his own Ruin by his great Seve- 
ty and Cruelty ; ſo that he is ſaid to have been 
an excellent Phyſician to the Publick, but he took 
way too much Blood. He dy'd in the 10280 
ear of the City, 298 Years after the Settlement 
nen the Empire by Auguſtus, 275 after our Saviour's 
Nativity, 177 after the laſt of the Twelve Czſars, 
ad 32 after the publick Sale of the Empire by the 


IV. The vigorous Reign of Aurelian had fo A. P. 
med the Infolence of the Armies, and the Pride 244+ 
If the People, that after his Neath, there was ſuch 
Calm in the State, that no Uſurpers and Pre- 
ders preſum'd to appear. Aurelian s Army 15 
. | 131 5 23 ; 0 


Tacitus 
made Ems 
Peror. 


renn 


the Perſes, On the cther ace the Senare modeſty 
geclin d it, well knowing che diſproportionate 


3 IE * 82 . 15 ö 
N of their act; which was 
ing and exchanging of Com: 


we was governed by the Senate, and ſuch Off 


ers as Aurelian had left; a change. almoſt incre- 


Senate made Choice, of a worthy Perſon named 
Tacitus; who before underſtanding their Deſigns, e- 
tired privately to his Mannor in Campania, for two 
Months, avoiding that Dignity, which might natu- 
rally prove his Ruin. Here he was much ſolicited 
by the Senate to accept of the Empire, which he 
as vehemently refuſed, affirming, That his Age bu 
made him uncapable of anſwering their Expeftations. ll 
anſwer to which they inſtanced fome particularEy 
amples of ſeverat of the Emperors who ſucceed 
#loriouſly, tho” they began their Reigns declil 
ing in Years, particularly Trajan, Adrian, arid Un 
Antoninus's ; and by their Importunities, and t 
Neceflities of the State, they prevailed with hit 
to take the Government upon him; which pros 
to the mighty Joy and Satisfaction of the Sena 
and People, and the Prætorian Cohorts , Ta 
now being in the 75th Year of his Age, 12 1 
ol onluil 
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Conſular Perſon, but of unknown Lineage and 
Countr 7). Id 4; ee i 


— 7 
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Having, performed the uſual;Solemnities, and: 
made . bountiful; Donatives, he. proceeded toy the 
Buſineſs of the Government with much Care and 
Reputation, adminiſtring Juſtice with great Exact»; 
nels and Regularity. Several, Criminals of the, 
ate Reign were now puniſhed, particularly Mene-, 
#beus, whoſe : Treaſon being diſcovered, was Im- 
paled alive, and his Body thrown to be devoured, 
ty wild Beaſts,, He turn d his Eſtate, which was 
worth ſeven Millions, of Crowns, over into the: 
Exchequer ; and the ready Money he had by him, 
he apply d to the Pay of the Soldiers. This Em- 
peror obſerved ſuch: Regularicks in his Admini+ 
tration, that the whole Empire remained in Peace 
incre-M and Tranquillity, Juſtice being in all Places pre- 
itious MW ſerr'd without Diſturbance 3 to which End he 
ne U made Excellent Laws and Ordinances, and abo- 
 theſWlih'd ſeveral Abuſes and ill Cuſtoms in Rome. He 
\amedM put down the Publick infamous Houſes in the Ci- 
ns, r-, and order'd that all the Baths ſhou ' d be ſhut 
vp before Candle Light, to prevent Diſturbances 


or two 8 C | 
t natu and Abuſes in the Night. He follow'd the Ad- 
licitedF vice and Council of the Senate in all material 
ich he Matters; and when the Senate denied him the 
{pe bad Conſulſhip, which he endeavour'd for his Brother 
. I Florian, he with great Calmneſs made anſwer, 
lat EM The Senate knows beſt whom to chuſe. He was ſuch. 


an. Example of Moderation to others, that he 
wou'd not permit his Empreſs to wear Jewels or 
precious Stones; and was ſo temperate, that he 
never drank above one Pint of Wine in a Day, 
and oftentimes leſs than half that Quantity. His 
Table was courſe, and furniſh'd. with no Rari- 
ties; he wore the ſame Clothes which he did 
when he was a private Man, and forbadothe Uſe 
of Embroidery in Gold. He much l 
. ; the 


ceefed 
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F the Memory of good ' Emperors, and likewiſe gf 
. Tacitus the Hiſtorian, whom he call'd his Father, 
commanding his'Works to be 8 every pub- 
lick Library r ne the Empire, and may 
Copies to be tranſcrib'd at the publick Cha 
In the Beginning of his Reign the Barbarians on 
| the Side of the Lake Mæota, in great Number 
. made an Irruption; but this Emperor partly by 
] Force, and other Means, ſoon oblig'd them to 
_retire;'* nnn * bag 
Tacirus having reign'd about four or five Months, 
he undertook an Expedition againſt the Perſian 
and Seythians in Aſia; and marching towards the 
Eaſt, and _ at Tarſus in Cilicia, partly 
through the Fatigtes of his March, and the Grief 
occaſion'd from Factions, and partly from the Tn 
firmities of Age, he was thrown into a Fever, 
The Death Which ſhortly after finiſhed his Life. This ws 
of Taci- the Death of Tacitus, according to the moſt pro- 
ons. bable Accounts, being the Thirty-fixth Emperor 
of Rome, after he had reign'd about fix Months td 
the general Satisfaction of all Men; a Prince wor 
thily commended by all the Roman Writers, but 
his Actions not very particularly recorded by any. 
He died in the to2gth Year of the City, 276 
Years after the Birth of our Saviour, and 9 
after the publick Sale of the Empire by the Sol 
diers. PETR 


V. Immediately after the Death of Tacitus, thi 
Captains and Commanders drew their Soldiers its 
to the Field; and without any former Requel 
Practice, or Agreement, began to ſhew, how'neceſ# 
ry it was to make Choice of an Emperor who will 
eminent for bis Valour, Honefty, Piety, Clemency il 
Probity ; which Speech was us'd in many Patt 
of the Army, and Probity always brought up ti 
Rear of the Virtues Whereupan the 2 

too 
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wok the Hint, and without any ptivare Conferences 


* 


her unanimouſly cry'd out, Let Probes be 2 Au- 

ub. MY guſtus! and immediately he was proclaim'd Emperor 

un vin great Acclamations, and Solemnity. Abent 
pe, Ile ſame time Horian, Brother to the late Emperor, plorian aſ- 


took upon him the Empire, which he did through ſumes che 
the Favour of ſome other Legions, and certain Men Expire. 
of the higheſt Rank amongft therm. 

But Horim contimu'd not long in this exalteũ 
State, before hè perceiv'd the Intereſt of Probat too 
powerful for him; and underffanding that the 
Soldiers were ready to abandon him, about twW¾o 
Months after he had aſſum' d the Title of Empe- 
ror, he follow'd the Example of Quintillus, and di- 
Greed by opening his Veins. Probus before this had And. kill 
e l vrit to the Senate, excu/mg bimſelf for accepting of hinſelf. 
ever, be Empire wit bout their Knowledge and Conſent, la- 

ming the irregular Actiom of Florian, which conftrain'd 

be Army to chuſe bim. Upon the Receipt of which 
his Election was immediately approv'd and ap- 
lauded by the Senate, who gave him the Title of p obus 
upuſtus, and Pater Patriæ, made him Pontifex made En- 
aximus, and inveſted him with Tribunitial Power. perer. 
robus was about 44 Years of Age, according to the 


' any. 7 

85 :xandrian Chronicon, when he enter'd upon the 
d e npire, and was born of noble Parentage in a 
& Sol City call'd Sirmiam in Pannonia, being brought up 


o Wars in his Youth. He ſoon became famous 
Wor his great Valour and Conduct, and perform'd 


1 | thiWnany excellent Pieces of Service under Valerian, 
rs i Palienus, Claudius, and Aarelian. In attacking of 
que} 01/05 he was frequently the firſt Man upon the 
nech ealing-Ladders, the firſt that enter d the Enemies 
% amp; and no leſs remarkable for ſingle Combats, 
nd the ſaving of the Lives of many Eminent R- 
pat nt; for which, and other Exploits, he was re- 
1p wü arded with many Civick Crowns, Collars, Brace- 
oldieets, Lances and Banners, with other Ornaments, 


took | and 
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.and Martial Pr ivileges. 5 He Was ſo much eſteem d the 
by. Aurelian, that he deſigu d to have made bim i 
his. Succeſſor; and his Carriage and Condu& in 15 
ſeveral Poſts and Offices, made him generally ad 
mixed, and eſteemed by all Men; ſo that his ar. 
_ rival at the Empire prow'd the univerſal Joy andf I, 
Satisfaction of the whole State, and, Mavlins Stu 5 
tianus congratulated the Senate in having an ER. j-(: 
pore ſurpaſſing Trajan, Adrian, and the beſt of his of 

| Predeceſſors. Mini end NR 
Hi, Ex pe. Probus being confirm'd in the Empire by the Se. oh. 
dun. nate, he wrote to that Body, permitting them nt 
to judge of Appeals, to create the Proconſuls, the. 
make Lieutenants with Conſular Power over Le. too. 
gatorian Provinces, and Preſidents with the Pon. Nped 
er of Prætors, and many other Matters of the libe and 
Nature; and having eſtabliſh'd all Things in the vit 
beſt Order in the Ea, he return'd into Europe and 
Traly ; where he firſt made it his principal Cons 
cern to levy a powerful Army to march into Gau 
which was now over-run by the Germans, who 
polleſs'd themſelves of all the principal Places 0 
that Country. Arriving in Gaul, a ſevere and 
bloody War began, the Soldiers on either fide be 
ing very expert and valiant. Many ſharp Batteli 
were fought, one of which continu'd for two Days 
being only parted by the Darkneſs of the Night; 
14 and was continu'd with that Obſtinacy on boti 
4 ſides, that the Victory ſometimes inclin d to tz 


. 


Romans, and as often to the Germans; till Probs 
by his uncommon Diligence and Induſtry at of 
prevail'd, and gave them a total overthrow, Ii 
this and other Battels, he kill'd no leſs chan 490008 
of the Enemy, brought nine King's to SubjeQiol 
and Submiſſion, recover'd 60 of their principuut ; 
Cities, and all the Lands they had poſſeſs d, an 
made many Inroads and Devaſtations in their oon. 
Country: For which Victories and Karan ne. 
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ma the Citizens of Rome made great Feaſtings and Re- 
hin joycings, and made many ſolemn Sacrifices and 
din Thankſgivings to their Gods. Probus, after theſe 
Agteat Services and Succeſſes, without any long 


ar. carrying, march'd with his victorious Army into 


and [hricm and Dalmatia, which in a manner were 
See: orer-run by the Sarmatians :7 And this War was no 
ks dangerous and difficult than the laſt, by reaſon 
of the Multitudes and Fierceneſs of thoſe Nati- 
ons. With theſe he fought ſeveral Battels, in all 
which he ſhew'd himſelf a wile, hardy, and vali- 
ant Commander; and at length entirely ſubdu'd 
them, clear'd the Reman Provinces, and flew and 
took moſt of them. From thence, with great Ex- 
pedition he march'd with his Army into Thrace; 
and farther North, wich a Reſolution to make War 
with the Goth in their own Country; and ręvenge 
| the Wrongs and Inſults which the Roman: had fo 
Cometen ſuſtain'd from that Nation. But the neat 
Approach of this warlike Emperor, caus'd fo great 
Terror among them, that they immediately 
nelded Obedience, and were allow'd the Privilege 
o Confederates and Allies of the Roman Empire. 
ſhereupon leaving Europe in Peace, he paſs d over 
BattbWnco 4%, with a Deſign to make War with Narſe- 


Davie, King of Per/iz and 'Parthia ; and marching 
ligt trough the leſſer Aa, he invaded the Province of 
n bol, which, by Reaſon of its natural Strength, 
to Bs poſſeſs'd by Uſurpers and Robbers, where he 
Pro net with many dangerous Conflicts, till at laſt he 
at Euabdu'd the Province, and divided the greateſt Part 
w. lu it among his old and beſt Soldiers. After which, 
too march'd into Syria, and the Eaſt, where he ſub- 
jectoed a certain People call d Blemis, who coming 
inciphut of «Ethiopia, had poſſeſsd ' themſelves of Part 
d, a | Arabia and Judas. Upon the Emperor's ap- 


aching the Confines of Perſia, Narſews, though 
is of the moſt powerful Kings in the World, im- 
: LI mediately 


* 
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Saturni- 
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mediately ſubmitted, to reſtore what he had taken 
from the Empire, and to ſuch other Articles a; 
Probus requir'd. So having no Enemy in the Ef, 
this victorious Emperor return'd into Europe; and 
coming into Thrace, which had been much depo- 
pulated, by means of the Ravages of the Goth, 
Sarmatians, and other barbarous Nations, he divi. 
ded the Lands by Lot among theſe People, who 
were now become his Friends, according to their 
humble Requeſts. Theſe were of many Tribe 
and Nations, as Vandals, Goths, Gautuns, and 
ther People, whoſe Numbers fo encreas'd, that af 
terwards this Emperor's Conceſſions to them 
prov'd very prejudicial and dangerous to the Em 
pire. | 
At this time there was a general Peace through 
out the whole Empire, and no foreign King ot 
Nation durſt attempt an Invaſion ; but in a ſhort 
time after ſome Domeſtick Diſturbances were 
rais' d in the Provinces. The firſt was occaſion 
by Saturninus, a valiant and wiſe Commander 
who being ſent to Alexandria in egypt, Withoul 
his Knowledge or Imagination, the egyptian 
who were ever unquiet and rebellious, unanimouſ 
proclaim'd him Emperor. But Saturninus utter! 
declin'd this Honour, and told them, That th 
ba bad re-eſtabliſh'd Gaul, recover d Africa, and « 
2 Spain, yet that one Act would obliterate d 
Fame and Renown. However, ſo great was thel 
Obſtinacy, that he durſt not openly refuſe them 
but imagining, that his Abſence might appeak 
the Tumult, he departed into Fudes. But i 
own Army joy ning with the egyptian Forces, i 
found himſeif conſtrain'd to take upon him th 
Title of Emperor; and tho' he did it with mat 
Proteſtations of his innocent intentions, yet 100 
after, he proceeded with great Courage and Ret 
lution, providing all Things neceſſary for — 0 
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ſervation of that Character he had aſſum'd, rather 
chuſing to be a Conqueror, than ceaſe to be an 
Uſurper. Probus the Emperor, perceiving his Suc- 
nd ceſſes, made great Preparations to ſuppreſs his 
po- Power, being not a little apprehenſive of his Con- 
th dact, and his Soldiers Valour, and paſs'd over into 
Aſia, with a very conſiderable Force. A ſevere 
and doubtful War was begun, and ſome Battels 
hein fought ; yet Probus ſought to come to ſome Com- 
| poſition with Saturninus, promiſing him Pardon 
and civil Uſage, which he ſeem d willing to ac- 
cept ; but his Soldiers apprehending their own 
dafety, would not permit him. But at length Sa- 
turninus being defeated, he was beſieg'd in a Ca- 
ſtle, and was there ſlain by the Soldiers againſt the 
Emperor's Will, who wou'd rather have pardon'd 
him. During this Action, two Commanders in 


W bell'd againſt Probus, and proclaim'd themſelves _ — 


and all the reſt within a 1 8 none of thats 
ecure them againſt the 
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Applauſes and Congratulations; and now the 
Soldiers and Legions remain'd ſo quiet, and in 
ſuch exact Obedience, that it grew to à common 
Saying, That the Mice dare not knaw for fear of 
Probus. 4 e 
Probus having happily ſuppreſs'd all Uſurpers 
and Pretenders, and again given Peace to the Re 
man Empire, it was generally hop'd, that he 
might now have repos'd himſelf in the City, ſince 
his Years and Travels requir'd no leſs; all which 
was fruſtrated by means of thoſe barbarous Nati- 
ons, which by this Emperor's Allowance were 
ſettled ia Thrace. For ſeveral of theſe Goth, and 
Vandals, finding the Emperor often embarraſs d in 
Wars and Inſurrections, and truſting to th-ir own 
Strength and Multitudes, refolv'd to make 0 
longer Abode there, but to invade all the Pro. 
vinces of the Empire, ravaging and plundering all 
Parts after a moſt barbarous manner; and theit 
Numbers were ſo great, that no City or Country 
was able to make any conſiderable Reſiſtance, 
Which when the good Emperor had well con- 
der d, concluding that whatſoever he had done 
formerly for the Advantage and Liberty of the 
Empire, was of no Effect, if he ſuffer'd this Pell 
ro ſpread it ſelf, he'refolv'd again to hazard hi 
Perſon, and to match into thofe Parts which 
theſe People had invaded. And becauſe they 
could not march all in one Body, by reaſon d 
their Multitudes, he engag'd them in ſeten 
Places, in which Battels great Numbers were ſlain 
on either ſide, and the Emperor himſelf ſome 


times wounded, and in Danger of Death. it 


at length conquering all Difficulties, he diſpen 
all their numerous Herds, and compell'd 

who eſcap'd Death and Captivity, to. fly bs 
yond the Confines of the Roman Dominion 
After this Prebas return'd to Rome, and erte 


—— 
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in WM City in a moſt ſolemn Triumph, which ſome by 
on Miſtake ſay was che laſt that in that Kind was 


of WW £000 in Rome, and all Perſons Mouths were fill'd 
"Wl with the Praiſes of this Emperor, having in few 
Years time A the Germans, the Blemies, the 
Goths and Vandals, beſides ſeveral Tyrants and Uſur- 
ers. His Triumph was moſt noble and magni- 
. being accompany'd with Soldiers of all 
Nations, as well as Captives, and many famous 
Commanders, particularly Diocleſian, Carus, Con- 
fantins and Maximian , who were form'd by the 
Diſcipline of Probus, and became afterwards Em- 
perors. The Triumph being finiſh'd, the next Day 
according to ancient Cuſtom began the Feaſts, 
Games and Spectacles, in which were greater Vari- 
ety of Huntings and Encounterings of wild Beaſts, 
than was ever known before. For which purpoſe 
the Emperor caus'd in the Circus Maximus, a Moun- 
tain, and a large Grove of Trees to be ſet there, 
after the Manner of a Foreſt, as though they grew 
naturally. The Place was ſo large and capacious, 
that a thouſand Oſtritches were hunted in it, a thou- 
land Stags, a thouſand Mountain Goats, a thou- 
ſand wild Boars, a thouſand fallow Deer, and 
other kinds of Beaſts; and the People were per- 
mitted to kill, and take at their Pleaſure. The 
lollowing Day in the ſame Place, were let looſe 
100 vaſt Lyons, which fill'd the Air with their 
Roarings, 100 Lybian, and 100 Syrian Leopards, 
100 Lioneſſes, and 300 Bears. All which were 
ſucceeded by great Numbers of Gladiators, and o- 
ther warlike Exerciſes. 
The Emperor Probus, having a third Time eſta · 
bliſh'd Peace in the Empire, he proceeded to the 
making of ſeyeral new Laws and Regulations 
for the good Government of the Empire; and all 
Men liv'd in ſuch Peace and Security, that Probug 
leclar'd, That he would ſpeedily take ſuch a Courſe, as 
N L1 3 therg a 
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dangerous Sentence in ſo corrupt an Age, when the 
Armies had been ſo accuſtomed to Plunder an 


| 
\ 


there ſhould be no need of Soldiers; which was 2 


Licentiouſneſ® And this caus'd them to ſuſpec 
and fear their Prince, and to wiſh for his Removal. 
But what ſtill added to their Hatred was, that in 
theſe peaceable Times the Emperor. would not 
permit them to be idle and free from Labours, but 
employed them in many publick Works and Build- 
ings, declaring, That Soldiers ought not to eat the 
Bread of their Country for nothing. Aud as Hanni- 


bal fill d moſt parts of Africk with Olive-Yatds 


planted by his Soldiers, that their Idleneſs might 
not endanger the State; ſo Probus, who for Valour 
was a ſecond Hannibal, for the ſame Reaſon causd 
his Soldiers to plant Vineyards throughout Ga,, 
the Pannonia's and the MAyſian Hills. Having taken 
all neceſſary Care concerning a peaceable Govern- 
ment, according to the Greatneſs of his Mind, he 
reſolv d to march again into the Eaſt, with a De- 
ſign utterly to deſtroy the Kingdom of the Perſian: 
and Parthians; for now there remain'd no other 
Enemy which he thought able to difturb that 
Peace which he had eftabliſh'd in the Empire. 
Coming to Sirmium in Pannonia, the Place of his 
Nativity, and being ige improve that Part 
of the Country, he ſet ſeveral thouſands of hö 


Soldiers upon draining a Fen, and making a vali 


Foſs to receive the Waters, that the Lands might 
become uſeful and profitable to the Inhabitants of 
Sirmium. The Fatigue of this Work, and bi 
great Reſtraint of the Soldiers licentious Tempe! 
ſo inrag'd them, that they conſpir'd his Death; 
and taking a convenient Opportunity, 25 be 
march'd towards Greece, they ſet violently upon 


The Death him, and deſtroy'd him. Such was the unfont 
of Probus. nate Death of Probus, the Thirty ſeventh Empe 


ror of Rome, in the 5oth Year of his Age, after! 
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glorious Reign of about Six Years and Four | 
Months; a ſhore Time for ſo many noble Acts 

and Enterprizes. He' was a Prince of extraor- 
dinary Worth and Valour; equal to Aurelian in 
Military Renown, and exceeding him in courte- 

ous Behaviour, and had done infinite Service to 

the Publick, yet was ruin'd by his on perhaps 
indiſcreet, tho* untim'd and juſt Carriage towards 

his Soldiers. Yet his Army in general had fo. 
great an Eſteem for him, that they erected him 

2 noble Monument with this Epitaph ; © Here lies 

the Emperor Probus, for bis Goodneſs juſtly calf d 

* PROBUS ; of all the barbarom Nations and Uſur- 

* pers a Conqueror. He dy'd in the 1035th Year of 

the City, 305 Years after the Settlement'of the 
Empire by Auguſtus, 282 after our Saviour's Nati- 
vity, 184 after the laſt of the Twelve Cæſars, 

and 89 after the publick Sale of che Empire by the 
Soldiers. * 5 79% 7 


IV. The Death of Probus was much lamented 
in the City and Empire, and not a little in that 
Army where he fell, which did him many and 
great Honours at his Funeral. After which, the 
Soldiers began to conſult about the Election of a 
new Emperor, all deſiring to make choice of ſuch 
a Perſon, as neither the Senate nor the other Ar- 
mies might have juſt Cauſe to obje againſt him. 
After ſome Conſideration the Majority judg'd Ca- 
, whom Probus had made Prætorian Prefect, to 
be the moſt ſufficient Perſon, as well for his wor- 
thy Diſcharge of many Offices and Places of 
Truſt, as his Great Experience in Government; 
and thereupon they choſe him Emperor, and 
ſwore Obedience to him, to the general Satisfa- 
Qion of the Army. The Senate were well pleas'd 
with the Election of Carus, but out of fear of his 
Vicious Son Carina, they were unwilling to con- 

11 4 firm 
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firm the Election; but apprebending the Power of da. 
the Army, and being deſirous of preſerving that M cor 
Peace which Probas had eftabliſh'd, they at length 00 


conſented. I find no Certainty as to the Age or ſucl 


Family of Carus: Some ſay he was by Birth a 
Dalraptian, and by Deſcent an African; others fay Abe 
he was born in Rome, and his Father a Dalmatim the 
However he is generally accounted a Rowan ; ti 
ſtill ſome others make him a Gaw!, and born at 
Narbone. Immediately after his Election and Cop 
firmation, he joyn'd his two Sons Carinus and Nw 
merian with him, making them Partners in the Em: 
pire, and giving them equal Power and Avutho\ 
rity with himſelf. Carium, the Eldeſt, was wick 
ed, diſhoneſt, inſolent, and addicted to all Kind 
of Viciouſneſs; on the contrary Numerian was 1 
liant, wiſe, modeſt and learned, and adorn d with 
many. Ventus | hen 
Carm being eftabliſh'd in the Empire, he fi 
made a diligent Search after thoſe who had mur-Wim 
der d Probs, whom he ſeverely puniſh'd accotding e c 
to. their Deſerts ; which, together with the Eo or 
that Probus had ſhewn to him in his Life, remov{iMnce 
that Suſpicion which ſome conceiv'd of his being ot! 
conſenting to his Death. Having done this pied o 
of Juſtice, and written his ordinary Letters to tung: 
Senate, he march'd with his Army againſt the So ti 
matians, Who under ſtanding the Death of tlie ira. 
vincible Probus, came down with great Fury into 
Pannonia, and with ſuch Elation and Threatingy 
that they territy'd all 7:zaly and the Empire. Cam 
after ſome Skirmiſhes and ſmaller Enterprizss 
came to a Battel with them, in which he had 
Victory, flew 16000 , took 20000 Priſoners, ant 
put the reſt to Flight. After this Victory, be 1® 
ceiv'd Advice, that in the Eaſt the Perfians hal 
made ſome Attempts upon the Empire; when lis 
fore to effect what Probus had gn d Jenn en 
| Cate 
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r of WW ciately march d that Way, leaving his eldeſt Son 
that Wl Corinus the Government of Gaul! and Spain, and 
nth MW took Numeriam with him; then proceeded with £76 
ſuch Power and Vigour, that he immediately took 1 
all Meſopotamia, without any great Reſiſtance. 
About which Time Ambaſſadors were ſent from . 
the King of Perſia, who finding the old Emperor —- 
lying upon the Graſs eating of black Broth, and 
Morſels of Swines-Fleſh, he bad the Ambaſſadors | 
tell their young Maſter, If he perſiſted in his Obſti- 
ny, that within' 4 Month all bis Words and Fields 
ſhud be as bare as bis own bald Head, which he 
ſhew'd them; offering them to eat out of the Por, | 
if they pleas'd, otherwiſe to depart forthwich. Af. F 
ter this he march'd with his Army up to the very | 
alls of Creſipbon, from whence the Perſians ſally d f 
gut with a powerful Army, which occaſion'd a * 
bloody Battel, wherein Carus became Conqueror; 
nd purſuing his Victory, he ſhortly after took the 
mous Cities of Creſpbon and Seleucia, for which 
dinge obtain'd the Surname of Perſcus. This Empe- 
Lohr was fo remarkable for his Vigour and Experi- 
mo ience in War, that it was believ'd, if Death had 
being pot ſurpriz'd him, he would have totally ruin'd the 
piece ower of the Perſians; for at that time they were 
to-thefWng2g'd in civil Wars. But paſſing with bis Army 
de Se the Banks of the River Tigris, through Hear and 
he Travel, he fell extreamly ſick; and being laid up 


— 2 —— -— 
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vine his Tent, there hapn'd a terrible Storm of 
inge Thunder and Lightning, which fell upon the Em- 7%: Death 
CaWcror's Tent, and flew both him and many others 78 
pri ich him, after a buſie and painful Reign of 
ad depme what above a Year. This Emperor was a 
s, andfÞrtunate Warrior, but Vopiſcus ſays he was a 


rince of a middle Character; yet rather to be 
ankd among the good than the bad Emperors. 
us Deach was by many aſcrib'd to the Divine 
imme engeance, for endeavouring to carry his Victories 

4 beyond 
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and of Nu- 
metian. 


Diocleſian 
made Em- 


deror. 


himſelf to be carry'd in a cloſe Litter, fo that he 
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beyond Cteſipbon; becauſe there was an ancient O int 
racle which forbad the Romans to extend their Em Iba 
pire beyond the Capitol City of the Perfians,. |» - 


After the Death of Carw, his youngeſt Son Ny rl 
merian was by the Army eſteem'd their Lord ani en 
Emperor, both for his Father's and own: Deſem 
This young Prince greatly lamenting the Death off" 
his Father, broke up his Camp, and began to re- ed 
tire; and becauſe his Sorrow and: Tears had 1 
brought ſuch Diſtempers upon his Eyes, that he“ 
cou'd not endure to behold the Light, he ca * 
could not be ſeen. But as Ambition is the mol 
violent of all Paſſions, ſo his Father - in-Law he 
a Perſon of great Authority, forgetting his Du td 
to his Sovereign, and his Affection to his Son- in- x 
Law, reſolv'd to aſſaſſinate him, and by Means of ug 
his Wealth and Friends to obtain the Empire foi” 
himſelf; which he thought might eaſily be effet 
ed without Suſpicion, ſince he was always allow 
Acceſs to him. Soon after this fatal Project took 
Effect, and by him or ſome mercenary Villain, N 
merian Was ſlain in his Litter, and the better tt 
conceal the Fact, his Body was left there: The! 
making Report that the Emperor cou'd not ev 
dure the Sight of any Man, the Traytors carr/il 
him dead two or three Days, uſing many Artificaf 
to eſtabliſh Aper's Intereſt. But as the dead Bt 
dy began to be offenſive by its Smell, the Trealal 
was diſcover'd ſooner than Aper expected; and 
there was ſuch Sorrow and Confuſion in the Arm} 
that every Man took up Arms, and threatned ! 
venge to the Murtherers. In the midſt of this Ti 
mult, the Soldiers proceeded to a new Election, 2 
by general Conſent, Diocleſian was choſen and al 
ted Emperor, who was the principal Man in 
Army, and one of the moſt excellent Command 
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n the Reign of Probus, being likewiſe Steward to 
— Mat Emperor, and Governour of his Houſhold. 
Ea. Diocleſian ſeeing himſelf thus advanc'd , cloathed 
J imſelf wich the Imperial Robe, and fat upon the 
rribunal Seat, where being ſaluted Auguſtus, he 
Ht ommanded the Murtherers of Numerian to be pro- 
— Inc'd ; and immediately Aper was brought before 7 
ö h im, upon the Sight of whom, Diocleſian deſcen- 
an ed from his Seat, and lifting up his Hand, cry 
1 o him, Be proud, Aper, that you fall by ſo great a 
| h nd as mine. Wheteupon he ſlew him with his 
at on Hand and Sword, ſaying, Now I have Kill d 
— e Boar, and fulfill'd the Predicl ion of my future Em- 
- 1 2 At the ſame time he commanded all the 
0 Miccomplices and Aſſociates of Aper to be execu- 
ed; puniſhing to the utmoſt the Murther of the 
ood Numerian. | | 8 
During theſe remarkable Tranſactions, Carinus, 
Je Surviving Son of Carus, continu'd in his Go- 
ſermnent in Gaul, giving hitnſelf to the moſt abo- 
ow inable Kinds of Luxury and Debauchery; by 
+ tod dich he became odious to all Men, and like wiſe 
in. Wie bis Father before his Death, ſo that he deſign'd 
= io bave depriv'd him of the Empire. He made a 
Tpellerter Governour of Rome, and his Pimps Con- 
| Ils, againſt the expreſs Ordeg of his Father; and 
ii havghty Letters to the Senate, threatning to 
ene away their Eſtates among the Mob of the 

ity. He marry'd and divorc'd nine Wives, and 
emov'd all good and vertuous Men from his Pre- 
nce and Converſation ; but the Death of his Fa- 
er and Brother, together with the Election of 
Diocle ian, a little rous d him from his Vices and 
travagancies. And being naturally bold, and 
a good Courage, he levy'd what Forces he 
ould, and made great Preparations againſt Dis- 
ax, hoping to remain ſole Emperor at laſt. 
pon notice of which, Diocleſian with great 1 

ition 
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dition march'd with his Forces from the EAG to- 
wards Gaul, and both Armies meeting in Mea be 
there began a bloody War between theſe Rivals for 
the Univerſe. But this laſted not long, for in aff 

few Days ſeveral Skirmiſhes happen d, and CarinulM 

was once worſted by Diocleſan, and then , ayers 
thrown in a general Battel; and ſoon after wa 
The Death flain by a Tribune or Colonel of his own Army; 
&f Carinus. whoſe Wife he had formerly abus d: By Which 
Means Diocleſian remain'd ſole Lord of the Rum 
Empire. Thus dy'd the laſt of the three Contemd 
porary Emperors; Carus and his two Sons, which 
all together made up the Thirty eighth Emperor oli; 

Rome, and a Reign of about two Years, or ſome Con 

what more. Carinus dy d in the 10 37th Year of 

City, and the 284th Year of our Lord. Pat 

E an 
. D. VII. Thus all things contributed to the Ano 
284, Yancement of Diocleſian, who was born in Dalſito 
Diocle- matia, of obſcure Parentage, being, accordingii.. 
ſian Epe- to ſome, the Son of a Notary ; and of a Bond th 
rer. man, according to others, and now about 39 0 
40 Years of Age. The Name both of his Mother. 

and the Town of his Birth was Dioclea, whence ee 
was call'd Diocles, till he came to be Emperor, au þ 
then converting a Gel Name into a Roman Fom on 
he nam'd himſelf Diocletianun. He had paßte 
through many conſiderable Offices before he am; 
rivd at the Empire, which he diſcharg'd wile; 
much Honour and Reputation, being remarkable; i; 
for his great Courage and Sagacity, his quick Willi 
and Ingenuity, his profound Cunning and Poli ny 
and likewiſe his contumacious Haughtineſs ie, 
Severity. He began his Reign on the 11th of ta, 
Calends of May, 284 after our Saviour's NatWern 
vity ; which Year he order'd, by his SoveraighTon 
Power to be made era or Date, from when beit 
the Account of following Times ſhould beg 
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he Chriſtians obſery'd it for above 240 Years, till 
the Reign of the Emperor Juſtinian, it being upon 
their Account likewiſe call'd The Fra of the Mar- 
m by reaſon of tbe Emperor's Severity towards 
dem. Yet one unexpected thing was obſerv'd.in. 
he beginning of this Prince's Reign; Which was 
i pardoning all his Enemies that join'd with Ca- 
un, without damaging their Fottunes or Honour. 
| Clemency, chat after a Civil War, had not been 
own in Rome for ſome Ages. 
Diocleſian, beginning the Adminiſtration of his 
overnment, Teceiv'd Intelligence, that an infi- 
te Number of Labourers and Peaſants in Gaul had 
jade a dangerous Inſurrection and Rebellion in that 
zuntry, being headed by two Commanders call d 
nend and Heljanus. But Diockſian accounting 
hat War inglorious to himſelf, ſent a valiant Com- 
\ Winder againſt theſe Rebels, call d Maximian, 
A nom he had already made Cz ar; Who marching |, 
| Dato Gaul, after ſome great Hazards and Difficul- 
dings, flew great Numbers, and diſpers d the reſt, 
Bond ip that in all Places there was Peace and Tranquil-' 

39 "iy. But other Wars and Uſurpers ariſing, Dio- 
other in judging himſelf inſufficient to manage the 
Ace ni: Charge of the Empire, about the ſecond Year 
r, Wa his Reign took Maximian for his Equal and 5. joins 
Form ompanion in the Empire, being a Perſon addict- with him 
{to all kinds of Viciouſneſs and Extortiops, yet Maximi- 
emarkable for his peculiar Courage and Boldneſs. 
[ele two were notwithſtanding happily cement- 


rkabVW7 in their Friendſhips, Inclinations, and Deſigns ; 
ck Wild what is farther obſervable, Maximian was not 
dolle ay a faithful and loyal Companion in the Em- 


Ire, but was as reſpectful and obedient to Diocle- 


tu as any Son to his Father; ſo that they go- 
Nauen d the Empire for many Years in Love and 
erat oncord, and obtain'd many noble ViRories over 
vhencic Enemies. | | 
begin Not 
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1 Galerius 
| and 


Conſtan- 


tius Made 
Cæſars. 


gentiani, or Quinquagenarii. About the ſame tim 


ſurnam'd Armentarius; he being by Reporg bom 


2 principal Commander in Britain, Call'd Caraufiu 
rebell d, proclaim'd himſelf Emperor, and poſſes} Ne. 
himſelf of that 'Matid; and Narſeas, King of Pe 
fa and Partbia, taking Advantage from theſe tn 
ſettled Times, began a dangerous War upon the 
Empire, and invaded Meſopotamia. One Tuli 
alſo febell'd in 7aly, and endeavonr'd to make hit 


ſelf Emperor; but finding the Weaknels of hi lis 
Foundation, he ſoon. after ſtabbd himſelf. Di nd 
ſian ſeeing ſo many Rebellions and Pretenſions tt mac 
the Empire, as well as Foreign Invaſions, reſolri | (tor 
to ſtrengthen his Intereſt by che Afliſtance of off ©<< 
thers; therefore he and his Aſſociate Maximian, Mb . 
a ſer Meeting at Milan, agreed, that each of ther Clof 
ſhou'd nominate a Perſon to be Ceſar, and thal eigt 
Succeſſor, and ſuch a Perſon as ſhould be able eg 


defend the Empire, both againſt Foreign Invade 
as well as Domeſtick Pretenders. And thereupdl 
Diocleſian made choice of Galerius Maximiom 


a Cowherd in Dacia, but was à very valiant a 
courageous Commander, yet of a moſt ſevere mi 
churliſh Diſpoſition, Maximian choſe Conſtants 

| | ſurnani 


* | 
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ſurnam'd Chloras, a Perſon very vertuops, wiſe, 


eine 2nd valiant, Son of Claydia, Neice to the laſt Em- 1 
| 15 | peror Claudius, who gain d ſuch Adrantages over 15 3 1 
ro the 6b. And to be the better aſſur d of 'their wy 
. Fidelity, the two Emperors caus d, them to put | l 
| way their Wives, and to marry others; upon | 
which Conſtantius put away Helen, by whom he 1 
had Conſtantine, afterwards Emperor, and marryd | 
Theedora, Daughter in-Law to Maximian: After | | 
this Settlement, the Buſineſs of the Wars and 
Troubles was immediately divided among theſe | 
225 Four, the two Emperors, and the two Ceſars. | 
vtec Piocleſian undertook to march into At againſt 


Achilleus; and Maximian into Africk againſt the 
Quingentiani, Conſtantius remain'd in Gaul to ſup- | 
preſs Carauſius, and the Incurſions of the Northern 
Nations; and Galerius was ſent into the EA A. 

gainſt Narſew, King of Perſia. Of all which Ex- 3 
peditions we ſhall give ſome little Account, begin- 


'ÞR 8... 


ning with the two Emperors. ' 


All neceſſary Preparations being made, Diocleſi- The Expe- 
a march'd into egypt, where Achilleus attended e | 
lis Coming with a ftrong and numerous Army; gan. 


and coming to 2 Battel, notwithſtanding © AchiJlens 


« "ade a valiant Reſiſtance, Diocleſan had the Vi- 
folr Gery. But the other ſaving himſelf by Flight, 
ko ecover d the City of 4lexandria.; where ſeeking 


so repair his Loſſes; and recruit his Troops, he was 
cloſely beſieg'd by Diocleſian: And in the Space of 
tight Months, which was the Continuance'of the 
Siege, there happen'd many Battels, Skirmiſhes, 
and Encounters; till at length the City was taken 
by Force, and Achillew, by Diocleſians Command, 
vas condemn'd to be devourd by Lyons, and 
ther wild Beaſts. And likewiſe in all the King- 
dom of AÆgypt, this Emperor inflicted moſt fevere 
and cruel Puniſhments, putting many thouſands 
o Death; not only the Ring-Leaders and Abet- 
tors, 


© 
. F » 
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7 Maxi. 


mian 
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tors, but all ſach as barely approv'd of this Rebel. 
lion. His Fellow-Emperor Maximian was no leſi 
ſucceſsful againſt the Quingentiani in Africk, tho 
at firſt he had a doubtful War wich them; but in a 
Thort time he broke their united Power, and con- 
ſtrain'd them to ſue. for Peace. After which he 
march'd into divers Parts of Africk, deſtroying the 
Uſurpers and Robbers in thoſe Countries; "for 
which he was ſurnam' d Herculius, becauſe Herculn 
was principally employ'd in ſuch Exploits, But 
Diocleſian proceeded farther, and call'd himſelf 5. 
vius, from Jupiter; and reſted not here; but af: 
terwards, like Caligula and Domitian, aſſum d the 
Title of Lord, challeng'd Divine Honours, and 
ſuffer'd himſelf to be ador'd as a God: Tho at the 
ſame Time he is ſaid to have carry d himſelf more 
like a Father than a Tyrant. 

The Wars manag' d by the two Cæſars, Conſtan- 
tius, and Galerius,.. prov'd not ſo. proſperous at firl 
as thoſe of the two Emperors. Conſtantius found 
Carauſius poſſeſs d of all Britain, and likewiſe ſo 

valiant and politick, that he cou'd not prevail a. 
gainſt him; but being continually alarm'd and 
invaded by Inundations of Germans, he. was con- 
ſtrain d to come to an Accommodation wich him 
So that Carauſius remain'd intire Poſſeſſot of In. 
tain for ſeven Years; and then was lain by hi 
familiar Companion Allectus, who held: the Coun- 
try three Years longer. But at length he wa 
overthrown and ſlain by a Prætorian Prefect, cala 
Aſclepiodotus, who recover'd Britain to the Empirg 
after it had been cen Years uſurp'd by Rebels and 
Traitors. In the mean time Conſtantius was em 
ploy'd againſt the Germans, and other barbarols 
Nations, with whom he had ſeveral Battels; in the 
laſt of which, in one Day, he was both Ort 
thrown and Conqueror: For coming to a genen 
Battel wich them in a Morning near the of, 
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nung 


the Lingones, his Troops fought ſo negligently, | that 
they were driven to turn their Backs, and y to the 
City, together with Cong amid, himſelf,” But com- 
ing to the Gates of the City, hie found them faſt 
ſecur'd; and Was in ſuch Attenity, that if he 
had not ſuddenly been drawn up the Walls by A 
Rope, he had 1 ſlain by the Enemy. Haying ; 
thus entet'd the City, he call d the Soldiers to- 
gether, and inciting them by lis 5 Speeches, . five, 
Hours after, when che Enemy exp pected. nd At- 
ack, he commanded all the Gates to be ſet open, 
and ſuddenly fallying out; he ſet upon them with 
ſuch Fury and Bravery, that after à long, Fi he; he 
entirely defeated them, and 2017 6000 N "cheir | 
Men, Babi Cage ters 

During theſe Tranſitions i in other Parts, Gele. and of Ga- 
i began a War a 1 the Perſſant, no Jef ha- lerius. 
tan. zardous than the re eſpecially if che beginaing, 
x fil when Galerius hear the City Carre, came to 4 Ge- 
found neral Battel with Narſeus their King + and Taſhly: - 
iſe lfrenturing with too ſmall dos "tho he fought 
vail a. with extraordinary Courage, h e535 overthrown, 
N and nd loſt the greateſt Part of be Army. "Digele 2 
ö cone the ſame time was coming oo Egypt into Me- 

otamia, where he was met alerius, wid im- 

nediately alighted from his Holle and apptoach d 
he Emperor's Litter to ſalute him. But Diodefian 
ithout ſtaying, or bidding him take Hotle, ſuf- 
erd him to attend his Ltr Tesa Mites on. 
Foot, much blaming his Conduct and Indiſcterion 


wein ſn theſe lat Actions. But at length giving him 
els niere to depatt, he en joymd him to levy "new 
as em rtoops to retrieve” his Honour; and defend flit 
baroWrovince ; which Galerius immediately put ig pA 
in cheF{Mition, Diocleſian rota with bi Troops 
Orbea, to prevent the Fehn, invadin Na 
gener [rovince. Gilivian\having [gathe er'd-togerti OE 3 
it) d ions of Sclawomisy | Datis, and Mefia, and ji E 
. ths M m : Forces, 
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b 
* de Empire, tho they! wow'd afterwards return 
Nich greater Boryectian: at firſt, being comigually' 
D croubleſomne and formidable. Now tlie Sc e, 
Cob, Sarmatians” Alaries, C dan ua, 
N ester barbarou Nasiode, Aftbhbted- wis e 
ir incredible Numbers; with, Intention to pillage 25a, june 
s m inhabit! more fertile Conmtrtes andibe gut ein, 
the, — dangerous Invaſions: againi into the Nb 
and Territories; againſt! uhietrethe er Emperort li 
their two! Cee murchid. with) — on Arthies| . 
diſperſing: themſblves' in ſuctn amexeft Manhiety- | 
that one was alla rofaflifitanorher;.- At N 
length, after many avards; Hur Loſſts and 
Dangers, they rep̃elHd all cheſe barbarous 0 alen; 
and took itinumerable Herdsi of them Priſdners g 
vtlicti aſter ward being ſet at Liberty; certain de- 
populated Provificess were! given them to iſſuabiti 
In theſe Wars young Gon ine; the Sur? of C 
ten I benen, nobly ſignan d his Youth by ma by 
$00 kxploits, particularly taking the Suni Genetu 
Wb Priſoner; and bringing Hiny ative to Guleria Die. 
clefian having obrain'ditheſe/great Victories and Ad- 
vantages; and having ſertled Peace ih the Empite 
by tis Induſtry of himſelf! and his Atbflthes wes: 
deſirous: of obtaining! the uftal Rewitd' of ' great! = 
Exploits, and rermem dete Nm which berger d 
ivifolenns Triumph, rogether" with" his College, mn 7 5. 
Maximian, and their — O far: Confthatias Amd fl. 
Calvi, Ts was in the ſeventeenth Ned of 
Diocleſian 's Reign, and was as ma ent as evet 
Was ſeen in Nm; in 1 ah inſi- 
1 dale of Treaſure e Baſt 
Ge 4h „ ank other Nutions by them ſab» 
Wd: Tie were many Chhriots full of Arm; 
and off Veſſels: of Gold? asd Silver, and" many 
— Priſovets4 partictlarl)' the . Wife: and 
Children of i ches ing > of 'Perſia py many Rings 
and Commander Zthe! 2 the Cum, and 
M m 2 other 
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who by his remarkable Vigour, and fortunate Ma: 
nagement of Affairs, made himſelf obey d by all 
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other Nations. Theſe Wars which had continu d, 
for many Years, were exceeding} burthenſome 0, 
the Roman Empire, as well by Means of the Vaſt 
neſs of the Armies, as the Exactions and Avarice. 
of the Emperors: However, no Emperor ever kept. 
the State in greater Subjection than Diacleſen, 


People; and even Mavximian look d upon him a 
his Father, and Conſtentius and Galerius as; their 
Lord, his Subjects not daring to approach him, 
without Marks of Adoration. Whereas it was the, 
Cuſtom among former Emperors, to allow Petis 
tioners to kiſs their Hands, and ſometimes theit 
Cheeks; Diocleſian on the contrary, by a publick 
Edict, commanded that all Men without Diſtindti. 
on ſhould kiſs his Foot proſtrate upon the Earth; 
and for the greater Magnificence; he cavs'd: his 
Shoes to be ſet with Pearl, and precious Stones oi f 


the greateſt Value. N i hel on We i 
In the midſt of this Peace and Proſperity, Die, 


cleſian, partly from his Pride and Gruelty, and prin» 
cipally from his ſuperſticious Zeal to declining Pw 

aniſm, reſolv'd to ſuppreſs Chriſtianity, which or 

everal Years had encreas'd with ſuch a, Current o 
Proſperity, as corrupted too many of its Profeſlors 
And paſling into Aſia, to the City Nicomedia, he 
took an Occaſion from ſeveral pretended Aferonts, 
to raiſe. a Perſecution againſt the-Chriſft;ans, com. 
manding the Chriſtian Churches to be pull'd down; 
their Bibles to be burnt, the better Sort to be 
branded with Infamy, and the Vulgar to be made 
Slaves. But theſe were but a Preludium to whit 
ſucceeded ; other Edits being - publiſh'd, con 
manding thoſe who refus'd to offer Sacrifice, t0 
be expos'd to all Kinds of exquiſite Pains an 
Torments. This was the Tenth and laſt Genen 
Perſecution of the Catholick Church, which 1 


4 


gan in the 19th Vear of Diorleſan's Reign, 23: 
Fears after the firſt under Nero, 1 13 e Sn 
cond under Domitian, 196 after the Third under 
Trajan, 136 after the Fourth under Antoninus Pbi- 
hepbut, 101 after the Fifth under Severus, 68 af- 
ter the Sixth under Maximinus, 5 3 after the Seventh 
under Decins, 46 after the Eighth under Valerian, 
and 28 after the Ninth under Aurellan. As this 


piring Enemy, who uſes his utmoſt Power and 


in this Place, that they were ſcourg'd to Death, 
had their Fleſh torn off with Pincers, and mangled 
with broken Pots, were caſt to Lyons, Tygers, and 
other wild Beaſts; were Burnt, Beheaded, Cruci- 
fy'd, Thrown into the Sea, Torn in Pieces by the 
diſtorted Boughs of Trees, Roaſted by gentle Fires 
and Holes made in their Bodies for melted Lea 
to be pour'd into their Bowels. This Perſecution 
laſted ten Years under Diocleſan and ſome of his 
za ucceſſors; and the incredible Numbers of Chri- 
ian, that ſuffer d Death and Puniſhment, made 
them conclude that they had compleated their 
Work; and in an ancient Inſcription they tell the 
Ford, That they bad effac'd the Name and Super- 
ition of the Chriſtians, and had reſtor d and propa- 
pated the Worſhip of tbe Gods. But they were ſo 
much deceiv'd, that this haſtned the Deſtruction of 
Paganiſm, and ſhortly after Chriſtianity became vi- 
aorious and triumphant over all the Powers and 
d one rett enn 
Not long after the iſſuing out of theſe bloody De- 
tees, Diocleſian retutn d to Rome to celebrate his 
pecond Decennalia, from whence he ſoon afrer re- 
ard again to Njcomedia j arid there after various 
181 M m 3 Con- 


U. Chap. VI. Diocleſ. and Maximian XXXIX. 5 


was the laſt Perſecution, ſo it was tlie moſt ſe- 
vere of all others; like the laſt Efforts of an ex- 


Strength to give à parting Blow. It were endleſs © 
and almoſt incredible, to enumerate the Variety of _ 
Sufferings and Torments ; it is ſufficient to obſerre 
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Canſiderations and Reflexians 17 bis preſent 

- Circymitances, he fd upon. a ſurpriſing 2 

$198, which none of his Predeceſſors exer thong 

of, Which. was entirely to reſign and relinquiſh de 0 

man Empire, and go lead a private Life for ide "* 

ature. And as tho it was not ſufficient to leave Ml < 


an reſign 
be Empiri. 


£880, both together making the Thirty ninch 32 
pero of Roe. Many Authors applaud and ert 2 
this ct of Diade/ax's, mentioning it 25 4 Super- 4 
tive Iaſtance of Gręatneſs and Generoſny, iat be 
could ſo eaſily and ſreely part with the Empite ol 
the World; bat Laſtantius in a Piece lately reco- 
ver d from Darkpeſs, aſſures us, that this Reſigns 
- tion was wholly caus d by the means and Contr 
Vances of Glerius, who coming to Nicomedia {hon- 
ly after @ great Sickneſs of the Empepor's, threat 
ned him with a Civil War if he refus d to reſign 
35 he had dons Maximian before; and that Dial - 
fran finding himſelf declining in Years and u., 
chority, with many ſervile Tears was conſtrains 
to comply with his Demand, However we at 
aſſur d by many, that after his Reſignation, his Li 
was yery eaſie and pleaſant to him, having reti 
to his Birth-Place Salons in Dalmatia, where i 
ſeveral Years his principal Employment was nt 
naging 2 Garden and an Orchard, ſaying to l 
Viſors, Thar he begen now to live, and to ſee the But 
1 of ſbe Sun. And when aſtærwards Maximian, 


Chap. VI. CONSTANTIUS XL: Was | 


\. GALBRIS 2. 
others perſuaded him to, realſume the Empire, b: 
reply'd, That if they bad enjoy'd ſo much Eaſe and = 


Quiet 48 be, they. Miu d Hot. babe Aiſturb'd bim. He 
likewiſe ſhew'd them his Cole · worts in his Garden, 
and told them, Thar be took gre 1 flegfore em- 
ing of them, than in overning e Empire Bur not- 
N ta ealy Life, Heaven Vengeance * 5 
overtook hi at laſt n bis Death, Which was by 

Poyſon, or Madneſs, or both, tho' he is acknow- = 
ledg'd to have done infinite Service; as well as Diſ- Il. 
kindneſs to his Country, for which he ought both : 
to be appiauded and condemn d. This Remarkable _ 
Reſignation hapned in the r655th Year of the City, | 
327 Years after the Settlement of the Empire by 
Auguſtus, 304 after our Saviout's Nativity, 206 
after the 1. the Twelve Czſars, and 111 after 
the publick Sale of che Empire. 
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tius and 

Galerius 
made Em- 
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From the Refignation of Diocleſian, to the Re- 
moval of the Imperial Seat to Conſtantinople 


_ by Conſtantine the Great, the Forty firſt En. 


peror ; which was the greateſt Step to the Ruin 


of the Roman Empire. 


Containing the Space of about 26 Tears, 


H E Reſignation of Diocliſian and Maximi- 


A. D. J. . ig, : * ; % . 
304. an, was a great Surprize to the Romay 


Empire, which had ſo often ſeen its beſt Blood 
ſhed for the obtaining of it: However, we find 
no great Marks of Diſſatisfaction in any, all being 
ready to acknowledge the two Ceſars, Conſtantius 
and Galerius for Emperors, according to the par- 
ticular Appointment of Diocleſian and Maximian, 
Conſtantius was ſurnam'd Chlorus from his Palenels, 
and was marry'd to Theodora, Daughter-in-Law to 
Maximian ; and Galerius to Valeria, Daughter to 
Diocl:ſian. The firſt was very Noble by Deſcent, 
near ally'q4 to the Emperor Claudius, vertuous, Va- 
liant, of an affable and merciful Temper ; the lat- 
ter was ignoble, of a ſignal Valour and Courage, 
but withal churliſh, incontinent, cruel, and a bar- 
barous Perſecutor of the Chriſtians, Notwith- 
ſanding this Diſparity of Humours and Diſpoſit- 
ons, Diacleſian while he reign'd, by his remarkable 
Policy and uncommon Management, preſerv a 
conſtant Agreement between them after his Reſyg: 
| TEL: br 4 5of nation, 


GALERIUS XM. ä 


nation, to prevent all future Conteſts that might 
ariſe, they readily agreed to make a diſtin and nd divide | 
independent Diviſion of the Empire between them. % Empire 
Conſtantins had the. Weſtern Parts of the Empire, -my | 
namely Italy, Sicily, the greateſt Part of Africk, to- 

gether with Spain, Gaul, Britain and Germany; and 

Galerius the Eaſtern and the largeſt Share, namely, 

Hricum, Pannonia, \ Thrace, Macedonia, all the Pro- 

yinces of Greece and the leſſer Afi, together with 

Agypt, Syria, Judæa, and all the Eaf, This Di- 

yilon being made, the Government of ſo many 


Provinces ſeem'd too great a Charge and Burthen 


to the Pacifick Temper of Conſtantiut, who chuſing 
rather to govern well than to govern much, free- 
ly relinquiſh'd the Provinces of Africk-and of Hay 
to Galerius, contenting himſelf. with Gaul, Spain, 
Britain, and- his Part of Germany. On the other 
vide Galerius finding his Provinces to encreaſe, and 
the Affairs of the Empire-burthenſame and difficult 
to manage with Security to himſelf, he made 
choice of two Aſſiſtants, and created them Cæ- Severm 
ſas; the one was Severus, to whom he allotted —_— 
the Government of Italy and 4frick, and the other Cæſars 
nd | Cæſars by 
his Siſter's Son Maximin, to whom he gave the Go- Galerius. + 
ernment of the Eaſt in Aſia, reſerving to his own 
de Management all the Provinces that be- — 
ong'd to Hyricum and Greece. So that the World 
was in a manner goyern'd by four Heads, Conſtan- 
nus and Galerius Emperors, and Severus and Ma- 
=, Cæſars, who were both Dependents of Ga- 
ereus. a 
Conſtantius was about 54 Years of Age when he 
enter d upon the Government, which he manag'd 
to the general Satisfaction and Approbation of all 
Men, preſerving his Provinces free from all Kinds 
Jol Wars and Rebellions, during his ſhort an 
1 wv) CEO EY 2 . je 


Wants to the People, ati 


und ſureſt Tiesfare bf the Pfinct, and that Bit Sl 


_ the Chiiftians;. not perinittinf any Viblehce or lt 


The Bunk not. only. lov'd- him, but almoſt ador d 


Admrimſtration, they 125 eſc#p'd the fufpeckel Fe. 
Key « of Diockfih, and the Nod) Raſhnels of Why. 


0 nch 5 tk Subj . n It wits better to dae Yo 


than td LA lock'd 10 py 4 Prineer Coffers 3  COncurring 
with Trajan, who compared a 8 Exchequer to 


Limbs to be lefſen'd and Weaken d. He To Mett 
affected Pomp and Splendor 


Tons, for the Uſe of his Table © And being in hh 


The es Ab and 


him before he was Emperor, for under his former 


e was to dent 21d ehh. 


 Weahth of the "Libel ad in the Hint if Mah 


Spleen, "ch great Growth of which, caused it 


that on Feſtival Ph 
when he ehrerealtys hy of tis Friends, de pit. 
rally borrow'd Furniture Lid Plate from othe+ Per. 


former Adminiſtration by 


Dreht 0 s Amade 
reproach'd for his Neef, 


Nt be 
Ry a few hours aids 
ſuch infinite Sums from their Volufirary Cohitlbi 
tions, that the Ambaſſadors were amaz'd ; he i 
hg thetn; Thot the Lot of the Peadte wa 466 A 1 


Monty w4s by that Means always #t his Devotion, itn 
he never wag ot ſafer ban when Mey were Keepers it 
Aﬀet their Departure, he tk, all the Subfid 
rhat were preſented him; being by this vol 
Poverty, richer than Diele ſian; 19 all the Printy 
who were his Patthers. He wis of à tHettiful 4 
genetous Temper, and much honour d and Favoii 


jury to be offer'd them: However, being urg d! 
Galeria, he once politickly pretended to proſeti 
them, and commanded all the Officers of his Hol 
ſhold, who were Chriſtians, to change their Rei 
gion, or to leave their Places; but when ſome! 
them did fo, he fent them away with great Di 
grace, ſaying, That thoſe 49ho Were not trut tu i 
God, won d never be fait ful to thei? Prime. 
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ord 5 Galerins, &. XL. 14 4] nee 


"Wl pair'd. to Brisgis, and reſided at Eboacion or. Jink, 4 
where falling into ſame Sickneſs, he began tous . 
much concern d for che Safety of his Som Conftan- 
Court of Diacleſien, as an honourable Pledge for 
his Father's Fidelity, and ſince his Reſignation in 
that of Galerius in the Ha, Galerius hated Conflun- 
tin, and was jealous of his Son, whem he wound 
ha vd ov'd by a violent Death, but he knew 
that the Army admit d Coyſfontine, and would re- 
venge it. He ſought therefore under Pretence tf 


ports and Martial Exerciſes to have difpatch'd 
him; but. he was ill preſerv'd by the Hand of | 
ll Providence. His Father had often ſent for bim, q 
wan end had been as often deny'd ; and now in this 
W Sickneſs he had renew'd his Importunity : So that 


Calerius being aſham d to deny this reaſonable Re- 
queſt, ſign d him a Warrant to go the nent Day, 
reſolving upon ſome Artie to ſtop him in is 
Journey, and prevent his Arrival in Britam, and 
therefore order d him to come the next Morning 

to receive his final Inſtructions. But Conffantine, as 
ſoon as Galerius was gone to his Reſt, took Poſt- 
Horſes with all Speed, and at every Stage where 

he came, beſides thoſe few he made ute of, he 
ham-ſtcing'd all the Horſes that he left behind him. 
Galerius cating ne him the next Day, and under- 
landing that he was gone the Nighe before, im- 
mediately commanded ſeveral to purſue him; but 
bearing ſoon after that the Poſt-Horſes were all 
diſabled, he burft out into a violent Paſſion of 
Rage and Grief. In the mean time Conſtantine 
travell'd with the utmoſt Speed, and arriving at 
Tok, found his Father paſt Recovery. Conſtantive 
teceiy d him with the utmoſt Marks of Joy, _ 
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riſing up in his Bed, gave him ſeveral uſeful In- 
ſtructions and Directions, and particularly fe- 
commended the Chrif;2ns to his Care and erey. 
Being ask d which of his Children ſhould ſacceed 
him, having two Sons by Theodora ; neglecting his 
| ſecond Wife and her Progeny , he ery'd” aloud; 
The Death None but the pious Conſtantine !--and ſhortly after 
Con expir'd in the Arms of this beloved Son. This wa 
ftantius. the Death of Conſtantius Chloras the Fortieth Em- 
peror of Rome, in the 56th Year of his Age, af. 
ter he had been Cæſar about fixteen Veag, and 
Emperor ſome what above two; a Prince gf ad. 
mirable Vertues and Accompliſhments, and in. 
finitely belov'd and lamented by all his Subjects 
He dy'd in the ropgth Year of the City, 306 
Years after our Saviour's: Nativity, and 24 be 
fore the Removal of the Empire by his Son Ca- 
ftantine. nne een 


A. D. II. Upon the Deceaſe of the Emperor Conf. 
306. tius, his Son Conſtantine, now about 36 - Years of 
Conſtan- Age, was unanimouſly ſaluted Emperor of the 
tine made e, by the joyful Acclamations of the Army 
— upon the Account of his own, as well as his Fa. 
ther's Merits ; being a Prince of moſt. promiſing 
Vertues and Accompliſhments, of profound Po- 
licy and Capacity, and of no leſs Modeſty cha 
Magnanimity. According to the moſt general 
Opinion, he was born in Britain , of Hellen the 
firſt Wife of Conſtantius, a Britiſh Princeſs, and 
was marryd to Fauſta, the Daughter of Maximim 
who reſign'd the Empire with Hiocleſſan, being at 
terwards ſurnamed The Great, from his many 
great Actions and Exploits. For a conſiderable 
Time he contented himſelf with the Name of 
C2ſar, not immediately aſſuming the Title of 4% 
guſtus, or Emperor, expecting the Senior Emp# 
tor ſhou'd have ſent him that Title, but in my 


% 
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For as ſoon as his Image wreath d with the Impe- 
nal Laurel, was preſented to Galkrius, he was ſo 
enrag d, as to condemn both it and the Meſſenger 
to the Fire, but by his Friends was diſſwade g 
from the Execution. Therefore that he might 
ſeem to allow that voluntarily, which he wanted 
power to prevent, he ſent him the Purple, but 
withal made Severus Emperor, and gave him on- 
y the Title of Cæſar. But Conſtantine ſtood in no 
need of his Approbation to confirm his Title; his 
Father's declar d Will for his Succeſſion, and the 
univerſal Conſent both of the Army and the 
whole Veſt, put his Right beyond all Diſpute. 
His Image, accordipg to the Cuſtom of new Em- Maxen- 
perors, being expos d in Rome, immediately pro- us i* 
roked the Ambition of Maventius, and taking an * 
Popportunity in the Abſence of Severus, Wwhoſe En. 
har Government the Prætorian Soldiers hated, he pro- 
caim'd himſelf Emperor by their Aſſiſtance, and 
f the me conſiderable Officers then in Rowe. He was 
rmy don to Maximian by Eutropia, an ordinary Wo- 
man of Syria, and was very popular among the 
Soldiers, whom for. Recompence he allow'd to 
commit almoſt; ali Kinds of Outrages and Diſor- 
ders in the City. This was ſome Surprize to Con- 


9 
LY 


than . ol Con- 
"eral Nbaurine, but a greater to Galerius, who immediate- 

z the ly ſent Severus with all ſpeed towards Rome, to 
"and ſuppreſs this new Uſurper; and for à farther, Se- 
in eurity, he encourag' d old Maximiay,. who led a 

o Pate Life, to reaſſume the Empire, which he 
mm oillingly did, expecting to diſpoſſeſs his Son Aa- 
,rable iu, and in Time to become ſole Emperor. Se- 

e o march'd with his Army up to the Walls of 
fe; but his Soldiers conſidering againſt whom 
pe hey were to fight, immediately abandon'd him, | 
vain: e chat he was conſtrain'd to fly, and to ſhut him. 


Far ſelf 


54 e Bin mel 0 
ſelf up with a Handfuh of Men in Rvvoine to a- 
void mn Maximian, who under Pretence of affftin 
| his Son, was: marching that way, finding thut 15 naty 
43 could not avoid being deltverd upz he - avienyty 
1 reſign c his: Imperial Purple; which Submi rig 
u. Death — — tinvan-cafieDeath, wich tes ho 
| * Severus. by opening his Vein 
| 
1 


Iniths mean · time tho eee 0 
of; all Nfethods- to rogaim his former: - Digediey' ad fer 
Authority, and usd many Herſunſtons: to 

his old Partner” Diocleſ n the ſume Brpedici 
but all im vaim Nor did he moet — | 
ceſt at Nm.; ſor thore he caudd ſuch Conſaſom 
and'Miſbhiofs: among the Peoria» Soldiers,. tu 
he was: oblig/di to fly — — wh 
honourably reed Hit as his — ant 
as:one Who: had been: Emperorv - Bronnwhenoethef'®"t 
repair d to Gin and: wu fro d to fly fc 
time inta Gan; —— ſoil” 
7 —— thacheendeavour d to col 
rupt· his Daughter Euuſia and toideſtroy us Somit 
| Le CN But His Treaſbn was:ſoowdifces 
er d, and flying with ſome: Forcewimo»Marſblly 
— — beſieg'd, and mrs of his. Imperial 
Robes by. Cinftanvine,. . finding? himſelf” 
_ to ne Plors- and Conſpitacies at 
od allow him no greatet Mercy cttan to lorittm 
chwſd: ths- own: Death, which Laltamine- tells wy” 
u. Death was Hanging: A\Death whiely he had: long befor 
2 — merited! by His - Cruelties and Baebarivies to 0, 
1 Chriftlans and others: In the mean time Gale 
after the Defeat and Death. of, Severus, abit 
together all his- Troops, and* in- a great. nu 
march d into ira 7 apaaly Midxemwins, reſolving 
rum «the; Inkiabfants, and pait partieolarly co. debe 
all the Senate: But he was ſtopp dein his furis 
Career; - for: his-own Soldiers upon their Approad 


to o Rome, conſidering the Conſequence of _— 
na 


— 


ps ering Condition 3. Which threm him inte ſuch a 

fo licht, tha feariog, the Face of Seven, he. cal = 

Was bi ſelf at his Soldiers, Heet, and ſeruilely begg d 
er cbey aun, d mcf: deliver, lng ah to it Enem en; 


TY 
ing 


1 


uſe und then march d away, wih.ſuch, Fear: and Con- 

w bernatigg, that a, ſmall. Body, of Men uu d have: | 
een ſufficient ta have ruin d him, Infinite Ra- 1 
bon ; ge and Outrages: mere peripitted . by Him, and q 
Shes committed: by his Army, in. all) Narts of, Tah in 1 


om their March; {o. that inſtead: af being a. Raman 
thin Imperor he became the NMunderer- of. Italy, retir- 
wa ag back into his.awn; Diviſian, after he had ina 
ant erage Manger, deſtroy'dthe whole Country. Not 
e bong after his. Return ta his Province, he, ſent fur | 
cod d Diocleſan, before whom he, createdi Licinine Ce. Licinius 
rn, or rather Emperor in the. Place of Serurus de- Tate. .. 
eb eas d; wha, Was, originally the Son of; a por I e oy” 
mi Waucer. in Dacia, butea very. palitick and excellent Gilerius. 
foo Commander. The Preſence of Diocleſan Was made 


fall le of to give the greater Authority ta the Choice; 
deri dich notwithſtamding gave but. mall: Satidfattion ; 
dae Moxirinyio the, Eat, who much envyd this 
tin About the, figch Near. of his Reign, he was vi 


red with ac filchʒ and incucable:-Diftemper-; be- 
Naning firſt with an Uleer and Impoſtnume in 
is Privities, which increaſing, provid- inccediblyv 
ln anſegus bath to the Sight and Smell; ſo chat all 
therd! be, Arts of,. Phyſicians and Surgeons were ineſſe - 
al His Diſfemper encreas d- ſlowly. and gradu- 
ng y, and afterwagds his Thighs: werę over - Trum with 
efron utrefaction, the Bottom of his Belly conſum'd, 
rien is Bowels laid open, and the whole Maſs of 
us Body turn'd into an univerſal Rottenneſs, 


mich was accompany'd with infinite Nur) | 
3 O 
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of Worms and Vermine, and ſuch inſuppot. 

table Torments, that he. often endeavour'd to kill 
himſelf, and caus'd ſome of his Phyſicians to be 

ſlain, | becauſe their Medicines. were ineſſectuil 

He languiſh'd* in this Miſery a full Year, tho! not 

in the Extremity of it; in which Space he began 

to reflect upon his unjuſt Cruelties to the Chriſiam 

and in great Haſte my with Conſtantine then 

in Gaul, he commanded all Laws and Edids a. 
gainſt them to be aboliſn d; and tro'that-Effes 

ſent his Letters and Decrees into all the Provinces 

of Greece, and into the Eaſt, where Maximin w 
Governour. Beſides which he caus d many Ci 

ſtians to be brought into his Preſence, whom he 

defird and beſeech'd to make Supplication to the 

true God for his Health and Recovery. But his 

| Putrefaction ſtill increaſing, not long after the Pub- 
The Death lication of his Edict, he breath'd-his laſt, having 
of Galeri- recommended his Wife and Son to-Licinius, "and 
s. put them into his Hands. This was the-miſerable 
End of Galerius Maximian, who in Conjunction 
with Conſftantius, makes the Fortieth Emperor of 
Rome, after an impious Reign of near ſeven Year ti 
two with Conſtantius, and almoſt five with Conta 
tine; being a Prince who had done ſome Service, 
but greater Injury to the State, and by his barbs 
rous Cruelties to the Chriſtians, had drawn down 
the peculiar Vengeance of Heaven upon his Head 
At his Death he left the Empire divided among 
four; Conſtantine, Emperor of Gaal, Spain, Britain 
and Germany; Licinius, his Succeſſor and Empero 
of the Provinces of Ilhricum and Greece, Maximin, 
Ceſar, and Governour of Af and the Eft ; a 
Maxentius, Uſurper of Italy and Africk. 
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III. Liciniut was now! generally acknowledgd A. D. 

Emperor in the Root of Galerias, and peaceably 311. 

took upon bim the ſame Pro inces; while Confun- Licioius 

tine goverii'd Gan aud his Provinces” with great Calcrius a 

Succeſs and Proſpetity, tho ſtil continuing in the in the En- 

Gentile Rehigion. Having teign'd about ff Meats, Pre. 

he began to be highly cbncern'd for the City of 

Rome, Which was miſerably oppreſs'd by the in- 

tolerable Outrages and Inſvleneies daily commit- 

ted by Maxentias 5 and being ſolicited by an Em- 

baſly ſent purpoſely to him by the Senate and Peo- 

ple of Rome, he took up 4 Reſblution worthy of 

ſo great a Mind, to - march againſt him, and 

free the City from the Tyranhies and Extra- 

ragancies of that 'Ufarper. He was ne ſooner Conſtan- 

engag'd in this Expedition, but like à prudent — 1 

Man began to think on ſome Aſfiſtance beyond int 

the meer Strength and Courage of his Army; and Maxenti- 

knowing that there were many Deities at that us. 

time wotlhip'd in the World, his fiſt Care was, 

which of theſe to implore as his Protector and 

Tutular Guurdian. He obſety's the fatal Miſcar- 

rages of his Predeceffors, who bad violently pro- 

moted the Multiplicity of Gods? and that noe- 

withſtanding their utmoſt Protections, theit Wars 

had generally been unptoſperous, atte their Ends 

unfortunate and untimely + On the contrary, his 

rather who had acknowledged and adord only 

one God, had happily ſuecesded in his Underta- 

5 WW Wling ; upon which Conſideration he teſolv'd to lay 

Wide the vulgar Deities, and adhere to the God of 

"WW Father; to whom he humbly 'addrefs'd him- 

Nei, beſeeching him to niake himſelf known to 
„un, and uffift+ him in chis Expedition? And 

. LF raven heard his Prayer, and anſwer d in a man- 
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wou'd not have been credible, if he had not recei- 
ved it from the Emperor's own Mouth, who ſo- 
lemnly ratify'd/ the Truth of it with his Oath, 


ſurprizing Sight both to Conſtantine and his whole 
Army; and the Commanders and Officers prompt 
ed by their Aruſpicer, look d upon it as an inan. 


pedition. But it made ſuch. a happy Impreſſion 
upon the Emperor's Mind, that being, farther en- 
couraged by Viſions that Night, he caus d the next 


ty; after which he conſulted, with ſeveral Chrifia 


to peruſe. the Holy Scriptures. 


* 77 The Roman: Hiſtory) Book l. 


ner ſo. miraculous, that Euſebius acknowledges, it 


The Army was upon their, March, and Conſtantine 
ſeriouſly ; employ'd in theſe deyout Ejaculation;, 
when the Sun declining, there ſuddenly appear da 
Pillar of Light in the Heavens, in the Faſhion af 
a Croſs; with this Inſcription upon, or: about it, 
Torra NIKA, * n tbis overcome. This Was a 


ſpicious Omen, portending a very unfortunate Ex. 


Day a Royal Standard to be made like that which 
he had ſeen in the Heavens, and to be born before 
him in his Wars, as an Enſign of Victory and Saſe. 


Biſhops, and by them was inſtructed in the prind- 

pal Points of Chriſtianity, reſolving at leiſure Hous 
Conſtantine with great Confidence and Aſſuranc 

march'd.. through Bay, with an Army of abont 


90000 Foot and 8000 Horſe ; and notwithſtand wa 


ing all Oppoſition, he in a ſhort Time advanc oa 
almoſt to the Walls of Rome, incamping his Arnie 
in a large Plain before the City. This formidr nnd 
ble Approach ſome what rous d Maxentias, IU dod 
had given himſelf up to Eaſe and Luxury, a5 wer 
as Charms and Inchantments, dividing bis HouWhe 
between Pleaſure and Superſtition. He: neveiecu 
went out of the City, and ſeldom out of his page 
lace ;, ſo extraordinary lazy and unaRive, chat f c: 
remove into the Saluſtian Gardens, tho to enjoy | ith 
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, It Uicinius, Oc. XLI. | 
Cel- Nee ker „„ 


ſo- freſh Scene of Pleaſure, was accounted a Jour- 
ath, Wl icy, and an Expedition, as a certain Orator juſtly 
wine WM jeers him. But now he ſaw himſelf oblig'd to leave 
the City, therefore ply'd the Altars with various 
dacrifices, and commanded the Sibylline Books to = 
be ſearch'd 4 and the Anſwer brought him, was. 
That this Day the great Enemy of Rome ſhou'd 


— — — — * 
= 23 2 2 * 
5 — ** 


as veriſh, which he underſtood of Conſtantine, and g 
hole apply d the Succeſs to himſelf. So leaving all . | 


mpt-W Things in the beſt Poſture, he quitted the City, ; 
inan · ¶ and advanc'd againſt Conſtantine with far more nu- 
e E. ¶nerous Forces, his Army : conſiſting of 17 
ellon root, and 18000 Horſe; a great Part of whom 
er em being Romans and Ialiant, and having felt ſo much 
» benſgof his Tyranny, deſir d nothing more than to ſee 
which him fall at the Enemies Feet. However the In- 
before gzgement was fierce and bloody, till Victory hav- 
Safe ing hover'd a while, refted on Conftantine's Side; 
brifinor the Enemies Cavalry being routed, the whole The Defeat 
rinckumy fled, and thinking to eſcape the neareſt Way, 525 Deer 
HouWy 2 Bridge of Boats, which Maxentius had built diu. 
Nier the Thber ; and had -contriv'd with ſecret 
prings and Engines, purpoſely to drown Conſt an- 
abo e if he paſs d that way, were caught in their 
bſtand pen Snare: For the Engines giving Way, the 
ane boats parted, and overpreſs'd with the Weight of 
s Arme Company, ſunk to the Bottom of the River, 
ormideWnd Maxentius himſelf along with them, whoſe. 
„ Woody being found, his Head was ſtricken off, and 
as Weary d upon a Pole before the Army. This was 


uranck 


s HouWhe deſerved End of an impious Tyrant and Per- 
aner cutor, after he had uſurp d and poſſeſs d part of 


e Empire ſix Vear s. . 
Conſtantine having obtain d this noble Victory, 4. D. 
th no great Lols on his fide, the Senators and 312. 
cople of Rome, with their Wives and Children, | 

| o . | came 
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came out of the City to receive him; and with 
infinite Acclamations, ſtyl'd him their Father, thi; 
Savitur, and Author of all their Happineſs. In this 
Manner he was attended into Rome, With incredi 
ble Joy and Dilatation of Heart, every one te. 
ſounding the Praiſes' of this Emperor; but h 
wou'd attribute nothing to his own Power-or Po 
licy, but all to God alone. And in the right Hand 
of all the Statues that were erected to his 'Honoug 
by Decree of Senate, he caus d to be engraven the 
Figure of the Croſs, with the ſame Inſoription hi 
had ſeen in the Heavens; only in one he had like 
wiſe an Inſcription, intimating, That under the Inf 
ence of that wittorions' Croſs, Conſtantine bad uel 
der il the City from-the Toke of Tyrannical Power, a 
had reftor'd to the Senate and People of Rome the 
ancient Splendor and Glory. And about this Time 
we are told, that he commanded by publick Edia 
that no Man for the future ſhou'd ſuffer the Deal 
of the Croſs ; which till now was lookt upon as mo 
ignominibus of all others. Setling all - A ﬀairs 
Peace and good Order in the City, and makin 
wiſe and juſt Laws and Ordinances, to ſhew hit 
ſelf grateful for the Benefit he had $eeiv'd, he h. 
gan to beſtow many Favourb atid Gifts" upon t 
Chriſtians, gradually building them Churches at 
Places of Prayer, endowing them wich Rent it 
Means for the Maintenance of the Prieſts and Mi 
niſters, with Neceffaries and Ornaments for pla 
vine Service ; all which were done by "ſeveral 
ry Steps and Degrees. Shortly after his Via 
He and Licinias, to whom he marry'd-his Sill 
Conſtantia, by one conſent iſſu'd out their Decte 
through all the Provitices and Cities of che N 
pire, commanding that the Chriſtiant ſhou'd 
__eag'd from all Grievances, made free, and rect! 

into all Offices and Places of Authority; Wk 
now fniſh'd that great Perſecution begun * 
Pin E {© #3 | vt 
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pov, which had rag'd in ſeveral Parts of the Em- = 
fire for ten Years. Theſe Dectees being ſent in- ] 
Joo the Eaſt, were likewiſe 'obey'd by Maximm, tho 
much againſt his Inclinarions, Being a mortal Ha- 
ter of the Chriſtians. All this the Gentiles beheld 
vith an envicus and malicious Eye, as what por- 
tended the fatal Declenſion, if not the final O- 
rerthrow of their Religion; and were more con- 
A ficm'd in theſe Suſpicions when they ſaw the Em- 
ror neglected the celebration of the grand Seeu- 
K Games, which were at this Time to have been 
exhibited, but were put down upon the Account 
ot the great Mixture of Pagen Devotions. Con- 
Wl fintine was now Lord of a farge Part of the Em- 
pire, having increas'd his former Dominions by 
the Addition of all Italy, Sicih, and the Province 
of Africk; and now living in Peace and Proſperi- 
Wi, he made many new and advantageous Laws 
for the Good and Peace of the Publick. He alſo 
took great care to reduce all Arts and Sciences to 
their ancient Perſection, highly honouring and 
e N encouraging ſuch Maſters as were excellent, who 
at this time were greatly decay d and diminiſh'd. 
He buſily employ'd himſelf in the moſt honourable 
Exerciſes, being frequently reading, writing and 
Finditing, and hearing of Embaſſies and Com- 
— which were brought to him from ſeveral 
rovinces; and to all Men he ſhew'd himfelf very 
alfable, mild, courteous and bountiful; ſo that 
his greateſt Enemies have been oblig'd to ac- 
denledge many Vertues and Excellencies in this 
ACE, FN 1. 1 | 
Conſtantine living in this Proſperity , Maximin Maximin 
who govern'd in the Eft, ſeeing himſelf rich and invade ihe. 
powerful, accounted it a Diſhonour to him to be C ⁰• 
inferior to Licinins or Conſtantine; and therefore 
. Nn 3 aſſuming 
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aſſuming the Name of Auguſtu: and Emperor, and 


and Conflicts, they both came to à general Bat- 


have been deluded by his Magicians and . Pagan 
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revoking the Privileges granted to the Cbriſtiam, 
he began to declare himſelf an Enemy, eſpecially 
to Licinius , who commanded in the Province 
neareſt to his. And knowing that Licinius was 
making Proviſions againſt him, truſting to the 
Multitudes of his own Soldiers, he immediately 
march'd towards him, and began a; ſevere. War 
both by Sea and Land. After ſeveral - Encounters 


tel, in which Maximins numerous Troops were 
overthrown , and putſu'd with that Fury, that 
moſt. of them were cut in Pieces, the reſt all 
yielding themſelves to Licinius. Maximin himſelſ 
eſcaping by Flight, immediately chang d his Ha 
bit, to prevent Diſcovery, till he cou d arrive at 
a Place of Security. And imagining: himſelf to 


Prieſts, he put many of them to Death, and try- 
ing all Methods to appeaſe the divine Vengeance, 
he iſſu'd out his Decrees in fayour ot the Chrifi- 
ans, allowing them Liberty to build Churches 


and to officiate at they thought fit, Having agi D. 
levy'd conſiderable Forces, and reſolving to t hi an 
Fortunes in a ſecond Battel, Heaven was pleas d to he 
fruſtrate all his Deſigns by his Death, firſt afflicting M 
him with infinite Pains and Torments all over x. 
his Body, cauſing him to bite his Hands, and 9 4, 
caſt himſelf from his Bed to the Floor; and di an 
Torment continuing many Days, ſo that he coud of 

neither eat, drink nor ſleep, at length his Eye 
 } ſtarted out of his Head, ſo that he dy d raging ani 4, 
Hi Deos. in Deſpair; confeſſing upon his Death-Bed, tha 9. 
all this was but a juſt Puniſhment upon him fo le 
his ſpiteſul and virulent Proceedings againſt Cl" C 
and his Religion. This was the juſt and miſeradl ba 
Death of a blocdy Tyrant, ard one of the mel G, 
barbaious Perſecutcis of the Church, by which 


Meats 
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Means the Churches in theſe Parts began exceed- 3 
ingly to flouriſh, and e! Obrifiant for the pre- 
ſent enjoy d a very ſerene and. proſperous Seaſon. 
Conſtantine and Licinius now remain d ſole Lords and 
Emperors of the Romas Dominions'; only the lat- IF 
ter met with ſome” Oppoſition ini the Ea by V. Valens, | 
ns, whom tlie Army had made Emperor after the . 
Death of ' Maximin,” But Hiciniur ſoon put an End 
to his Life and Empire tugether j; and being in full 
poſſeſſiom of the Eaſt, he puniſtid the Enchanters, 
Sorcerers, and the Miniſters and Inſtruments of 
Maximin's Cruelty; and alfo' caus d his, Sons to 
be ſlain whom he had made Cæſarti. Not long 
after this, one Alexander Commander in Africk 
rebell'd and uſurp'd the Name and Authority of 
Emperor; againſt whom Conſfantine ſent an Army 
from Rome, which coming to an Engagement, Alex- Alexan- 
ander was overthrown and flain: So that the whole der d- 
Empire now remain'd peaceably under the Com- . 
mand of Conſtantine and Licinius. And tho the 
Dignity of theſe two wels equal, yet the Valour 
and Reputation of Conſtantine was far greater, and 
he was much better ' belov'd and eſteem'd by all 
Men than Licinius ;' remaining moſt commonly in 
Rome, adminiſtring Juſtice to all Men with Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Diſcretion, reading the Holy Seriptures, 
9 — enriching and propagating the Church 
of God. Ini i 1nd eto Ben: ek 555 

Licinius' who had hitherto diſſembled with Con- The wicked 
fantine and the World, having now the whole Ea- Nein 
fern Empire at his Command, began to ſhew him- 
ſelf in his proper Colours, heartily efpouſipg the 
Cauſe of the Pagant, and by a Law expreſly for- 
bad the Chriſtian Biſhops to viſit the Houſes of the 
Gentiles, leſt their intimate Converſe might pro- 
mote the Propagation of Chriffianiry-among them. 
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wach call'd Martian, Cæſar, who was Maſter ahd Steward 
of 'his/Houthold:; and raiſing all the Forces be 


ſhe w his utmoſt Malice, raiſing a moſt bloody Per. 


the happy Sun- ſhine of Peace and Proſperity, He 
like wiſe made uſe of ſeveral treacherous: Pradti. 


relieve himſelf, and to ſtrengthen his Intereſt and 


But not ſatisfied with this, he took Occaſion to 


fecution againſt the -Chriſtians', whom he righ- 
roufſy-purtu'd with all poffible Crueltieq!: So that 
the Ea and Weſt „ 23 Euſebius obſerves, ſeem a 
like: Night and Day, a dreadful Darkneſs over. 
ſpreading the former; While the latter enjoy d all 


ces laguinſt the Perſon of Conſtantine, whom he 
both enwyd and: hate gontriving all imaginable 
Methods ta deſtto him. In Compaſſion to the 
Obripiau deplorable Condition, and to chaſtiſe the . 
monſtrous Incanſtancy and Ingtatitude of L/. en 
niuf; us, well as his horrible Perfidiouſnefs and w. 
Hypocrifie; whom no Tyes of Blood or Inteteſt I by 
could oblige, Conſtantine reſolvd upon an Exper Ml gr 
dition againſt him. Great-Preparations were made 
on both Sides, and the two Emperors and Ar- 
mies meeting in Pannoniu near Cybalis, Conſtantint in 
the midſt: of his Chriſtian Biſhops and Chaplains, 
begg'd the Aſſiſtance of Heaven, while the other 
call'd for his Pagan Prieſts, Fortune - Tellers and In- 
chanters. And the Succeſs was according ta their 
Practice; for immediately after a ſharp Battel was 
fouglid between them, where notwithſtanding L- 
cmius made a brave Reſiſtance, all His Forces were 
overthrown';' and his Camp enterd, hel himſelf 
flying as far as the City of Bizantium. Where t0 


Authority, he made one off his Commandes 


cou'd j heqprepared for: a ſecond Rattel. In the 
mean time Conſtantin j making his Sons Criſſw 
and Lonffantine, Cæſdir ;ohe;deiz'd on the Prove 
ces of Daciu, Maſia, NMaatedmia, and otbers in Ei 
rope, which uete lubjeR to Licinius, Liciniu havin 
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now gather'd together a conſiderable Army, re- 


553 


new'd. the Wax, which prov'd very variable and 


expenſive, till by the. Interceſſion of his Wife Can- 


fantia, and Siſter, to Conſtantine, a Truce and Peace : 25 
Was made between them. But through the Envy + 
and Malice of Lcinius, the War broke out a -- 


cond Time, which. was carry d on by Sea and 


Land with greater Power and Fury than even. 
And both theſe Emperors and Riyals: coming a- 
gain to a general Battel, in the Province of B 


thynia , whither Licinius had withdrawn himſelf, 


after vaſt Struglings and Bloodſhed, the Piety and 
Valour af Conſtantine prevail d, and +Licinius being 


* 


entirely defeated, — 2 by Flight to Nicamedia, 
purſu 


whither Conſtantine d and/befiegd him. Let 
by the Means of his Wile Conftantis, Conſtantine 
granted him his Liſe, upon Condition he ſurren- 


der d himſelf, and agreed to lead a private and 


obſcure Life. We are told that Conſtt antins con- 


firm'd theſe Conditions by Oath, and ſent Liainius 


to Theſſalonica ; but dſterwards fearing a new Re- 
bellion, or rather indeed finding him actually in- 
gag d, he commanded him to be put to Death, 
together with Martian whom he had made Cafar-: 
For which Act Canſlantine is blam d by ſome Aus 
thors, and excus d by others. This was the fatal 
End of Licinius, who with Conſtantine ;. may be 
call'd the 41ſt Emperor of Nome, after a wicked 
Reign of thirteen Years after the Death of his true 
Predeceſſor Galeria ; being a Prince not only blam'd 
for his great Ignorance in Learning , which he 
call'd a publick Peſt, but alſo juſtly branded with 
his great Cruelties, Incontinence, and Axarice. 
This hapned in the 18th Year of the Reign of 
Conſtantine, the 1077th of the City, and 323d of 
our Saviour. | 


IV. The 


The Death 
of Licint- 
us. 
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A. D. 
223. 
Conſtan - 


tine Sole 


' ſerv'd; and touch as wanted a Competency fot 


_ tain them during their Lives. He not only took Care 


Purity dangerouſly corrupted by the Ertors and 


1 10 "The * ane, Bock n 


8 7 | 'L " 135 TY» 303 3 A 
W. "The — 5 Deach of tina in 
9 fall Power and Authority, and made 
— ſole Monarch of the Romas Empire; hö 
n being for ſome Space attended with an uni- 
— fat Peace and Security, «Chriſtianity and 'all Arts 
daily' flouriſhing and enereaſing.” He was general. 


A 'belov'd, and much honour'd by his Subject, 
or his Juftice and Clemency; and no leſs dreaded 


by the barbarous Nations, for his Conduct and Va. 
| Jour: but was moſt of all eſteem d and admir' 


by the Chriſtian: in all Nations, whoſe Affairs he 
now promoted with greater Vigour than ever. He 
beftow'd many extraordinary Benefits, Privileges, 
and Donatives upon the Biſhops and Churches 


and generally upon all Chriftians, entirely aboliſh 


ing all Laws and Edits that had ever been made 


to their Prejudice; and he ifſu'd' out ſpecial Edict 


commanding that no more Temples ſhould be bulk 
to the Honour of any Pagan God. He alſo com- 
manded that in all the Provinces of the Empire; 
the Orders of the Biſhops ſhould- be exactly ob- 


Subſiſtance, he aſſign d Goods and Rents to main- 


for the Chriſtians in the Empire, but us d ſuch 
Methods by his Aidbaſſadors' and otherwiſe, that 
in Perſia and other Countries, they were not op. 
preſs q, as formerly; ſo that the Goſpel was in- 
courag'd and propagated in many Parts of ths 


World, by the Means and Methods of this migh- | 


ty Emperor. But in this great Proſperity of the 
Church, its Peace was highly diſtubd, and it 


Hereſies of the famous Arias, à Prieſt in Alam 
dria ; which in nine or ten Years time, became 


to popular and prevalent in many Provinces, 1 
on | - jl 
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the Emperot himſelf, was oblig d to interpoſe, and -. 
make uſe of extraordinary Remedies for this In- 
ſection. In order to Which, he reſolwd to call in 
the Afliſtance of the hole Chxiſtian Church; and 4 
thereupon iſſued out His ; Letters into all Parts of rs. jp Þþ 
the Cbriſtian World, ſummoning the Biſhops and Genera! | | 
Clergy to meet appointed Day at Nice, the — 
Metropolis of Bi Hi im the leſſer Aa; and: this 4 D 
was the firſt general Council eftabliſh'd-by human 25. 
Laws ſince our Sayiour's Nativity. To this Place 
repaired about three hundred and eighteen Bi- 
ſhops, beſides, an innumerable Company of Preſ- 
byters and Deacons, together with the Emperor 
himſelf in great Pomp; all which Number, except 
about ſeyenteen, unanimouſly condemned the He- 
reſie of Arias, ho was thereupon-baniſh'd; toge- 
ther with his Aſſociates. ie G8. 453 yoo! 

In the ſame; Year Conſtantine conferr d the:Dig- 
nity of Ceſar upon his Son Conſtantius, who was the 
ſecond he had by Fauſta, and ſent him into Gaul 
to defend that Province againſt the barbarous Na- 
tions. He likewiſe. celebrated his Vicenialia, or 
twentieth Near of his Reign, both at Nicamedia 
and Rome; and made many new Regulations in 
the Laws and State, reſtraining the Exorbitances 
of Uſury, and many other Inconveniences. And 
whereas ſeveral Complaints were made againſt his 
Favourites and particular Friends, he publiſh'd an 
Edict this Year, allowing and inviting any one to 
come freely and accuſe them, promiſing Rewards 
to thoſe who made good their Accuſations; con- 
cluding his Edict with a moſt religious Proteſtation 
of his Sincerity. But notwithſtanding his wor- 
thy Adminiſtration, we are told, that about this 
Time he did ſame Acts which gave Opportunit7 
to his Enemies much to blacken his Reputation; Criſpus 


b urn . „n Fauſta | 
which were his putting to Death his Son Crijpas, 
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556 mech Ee bc 
and his Empreſs Foufta; with ſome other Friend 


And theſe, according to the moſt probable Ad. 
coutits, were occaſton d flrſt by the Empręſes fn. 
ling in Love with her Soh-ig- Law *Criſpur, who 
finding his Vertue egual to his Beauty, and im- 
pregnable againſt all her Solicitations, parti 
through Rage and Diſuppointment, afid partly 15 
ſecure the Succeſſion of her on Sons, accùsd 
him to the Emperor of Violence to her Honour, 


and procur'd his Death. But the Emperor ſoon 


after ſinding out her Treachery, and bimſelf no- 


toriouſly abus d, eommanded her to be put to 


Death, with ſome others that joyn'd with her in 
her impious Prejects. Some Authers wholly deny 
this: Story, and that Criſpus and Fenffr were ever 
put to Death; but apreiiter Number aſſure us that 
they did ſuffer, tho ſome of them are unſatisſiu 
about the Occaſion, dectaring that the Cauſes were 
fecret and unknown...” Conſtantine was foon' divert- 
ed from theſe: domeſtick Troubles, by dangerous 
Irruptions of the Sarmations and Scytbiths, againſt 
whom he made great Preparations ; and building 
a Stone Bridge over the River Danube for his Con- 
veniency, he fought ſeveral Bartels with theſe Peo- 
ple, and reduc'd them, and likewiſe the Gorbs not 
long after to Obedience. , FRET EU | 
Conſtantine having now reſtor'd perfect Peace 
and Tranquillity' to the Roman Empire, took up a 
Reſolution of transferting the Seat of the Empire 
ro ſome other Place: Whether it was, becauſe he 
was offended at the Aﬀeonts of the People of 
Rome, When at a certain Feſtival he ſpake con- 
temptibly of thoſe ſacred Rites, as Zofimus reports 
it; or whether, becauſe he wou'd not honour that 


Place with his Court, which for ſeveral Ages had 


been the chief Stage of . Idolatry, and Scene 0 
Martyrdom and Perfecntion ; or whether, bern 
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he thought the Ef Parts more requir' d his Pre- 
ſeuce to defend hem, not only againſt the Ins 
eroachments of che Perſſamm, hut againſt the In- 
roads of the Northern Nations, which at that time 
uſually broke in about thoſe Parts; or whatſoever 
elſe che Otcaſon was, it was) certainly a Policy 
very fatal and unfortunate to the Etnpire. He /firld 
made choice of a Plat at Chalcedon in the lefler Ai, 
to build a City; but we are told that upon mea- 

ſut ing the Ground, an Eagle catoh'd up the Line, 
and flew with it over to Bizantiurm on the other 
ſide the Water, which diverted the Undertaking. 
However at length he fix d upon Bixamium, à Ci- 
ty of Thrace, ſitunted upon the Ifbmas, or Neck 
of the Helleſpome, between Europe and Aſia, a Place 
which Natute ſeem' d to have fbrm'd, onipurpoſe 
to command the World. He re. ediſy'd and en- 
larg'd this City, beautifying it with molt. ſtately 
— magnificent Buildings, and all the ſeveral Or- 
naments which Art cou d invent, or Wealth cou'd 
purchaſe, or au curious Piece of Antiquity, 
which Rome or any other Part cou d furniſh; fo 
that to enrich this City, he impoveriſh'd moſt of 
the Cities of the Empire. He likewiſe endow'd 
it with vaſt Privileges and Immunities, peopled it 
| with the beſt Families he cou d draw from | Rowe, 
exce or other Places in che Empire; and by a Law en- g 
ups raven upon 4 Stone Pillar; and plac d in the Stra- 
wire ei, near the Emperot's Statue on Horſe- back, 
ſe be he commanded that this City ſnou d be call d NE. 
«of M FOME ; tho, nothwichſtanding the Edic, it re- 
con- tains the Honour of his Name, being calld Cor conſtan- 
ports Wl Fart inople to this Day. In. Imitation of Rowe he tine re- 
char took in Seven Hills by a Wall, Which for Height, moves he 
bad Thickneſs and Beauey, was the nobleſt in the 7% l. 
ie of WM World. The Foundation was laid in che 23 Year zntium. 
cause of his Reign, A. D. 328. and finiſh'd and dedicated f. D. 
bo about 330. 


558 he Roman Hiſtory.” Bock 
about two Years after; at which Time the Enpe. WW - 
ror repair'd to it, and ſetled there with all ha e 
Court, making ic the Hnperial Seat, as Was alſo ob- ve 
ſerv'd by all his Succeſſors. This made a gręat Al. an 
teration, and different Circulation in the Body Po. . 

litick; for the Empire which before had been de- FE 
clining by its old Age, 'grievouſly diſtemper d by vi 
inward Heats and Diſtractions, and labouring un» pa 
der ſo vaſt a Bulk and Plerbora as Nature cou d not di 

| govern, being forc'd as it were by Conſtantine to in 
change its natural, and native Air, by ſo violent an Ill #- 
Alteration, it contracted its Mortal Infirmity. And WW m 
the Empire by this means being ſometimes divided b) 
by a Kind of Neceſſity, it fofar declin d, that -U. 
bout 146 Years after, all the Meſtern Parts were Wl 
torn in Pieces and deſtroy d by the barbarouy Na. i. 
tions, and Italy and Roms it ſelf /pillag'd and intite - de 
ly poſſeſsd by the Gobi Pr 
I "This great Alteration of the Remayaliof the Im- of 
perial Scat, was made in the :2$th' Year of this Wl 
Emperor's Reign, and the 108% from the Build- P. 
ing of Rome, 372: Years after the beginning of the F. 
Empire under Fulius Ceſar, 355 after the full Set- ad 
tlement of it by Aupuſtas, 330 after our Saviour N M 
Nativity, 234 after the laſt of the twelve Caſar, “ 
213 after the Death of Trajan, when the Empire 7. 

a was in the greateſt Extent, 137 after the publick WW /” 
Sale of the Empire, 71. after the Beginning of the n 
thirty Tycants, and about ſeven before the Death Il 9 
of Conftantine. He alſo. new model'd the Empire, “ 
dividing it into four Quarters, over which wer of 
four principal Governors call'd Prætorian Prefetis. T 
Theſe contain d 14 Dioceſſes, each govern d by b 
Vicarius, or Lieutenant, under the Prefect, reſiding Wl * 
at the Metropolis of the Dioceſs; and the Diocelles 4 
were divided into 120 Provinces, each ruf'd bya WM © 

 Proden reſiding. at the chibf City of the Provide, * 


,-— 


Ch. VII. Conſtanitine the Great XLI. 539 
In many other Cities was an Officer call'd Defen- = 
{or Civitatis, in each of which was a Biſhop, in e- 
very chief City of a Province was an Arch-biſhop, - 
and in the chief: City of a Dioceſs a Patriarch, 
The Dioceſſes were as following. r. Britain, nom 
England, and part of Scotland, divided into 5 Pro- 
vinces. 2. Gaul, containing the Modern Frente, 
part of the Lon- Countries, Germany und Italy, and 
dirided into 17 Provinces. 3. Hiſpania, contain- 
ing the Modern Spain, Portugal, and part of Bay- 
bary, and divided into 7 Provinces, Theſe Three 
made up one of the Four Parts of the Empire, .ruld. 
by that Prafe# call'd Præfectus- Prætorio Galliarum. 
4. Italy, containing about half the Modern Italy, 
with part of Switzerland, and divided into 7 Pro- 
vinces. 5. Rome, Containing the reſt of the Mo- 
dern Italy, with the Iſlands, and divided into 10 
\ I Provinces. 6. Africa, containing the greateſt Part 
Im- of the Modern Barbary, and divided into 6 Pro- 
this vinces. Theſe Three made another of the Four 
ild. Parts of the Empire, and rul'd by the Præfectu- 
the Prætorio Italiæ; to which Prefecture was afterwards 
Set- added the Dioceſs of. 7. Myricum, containing the 
urs Modern Hungary, Sclavonia, Boſnia, Croatia, Dal- 
ſar, eri, with part of Germam, and was divided into 
pire 7. Provinces. 8 Dacia, containing the Modern Tran- 
lick Wl /vania, Walachia, Moldavia, Beſſarabia, Servia, 
the and part of Bulgaria, and divided into g Provinces. 
eath 9. Macedonia Or Greece, containing the Modern Ma- 
pire, nia, Jama, Canina, Livadia, Morea, and part 
vere of Albania, and divided into ſeven Provinces. 
f Tbeſe Three made another of the Four Parts, ruld 
by a by the Prefeftus-Pretorio Iilyrici. 10. Thrace, con- 
ding Wl foining the Modern Romania, and part of Bulgaria, 
efſes and divided into 6 Provinces, 11. Pontus, con- 
by taining near half the Modern Natolia, and divi- 
ince. W 44 into 11 Provinces. '12. Aſia, containing weld | 
| ads,” of 
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of the teſt of the Modern Matlia, and divided in- 
to 11 Provinces. 13. The Orient, containing all WM — 
the Modern Seria, the Hol) Laud, Diarbec, with 
Part of Notelia and Arabiez; ant dirided into 15 
Provinces. 14. egypt, containing all che Modern 

of 7pt, with patt of - Barbary, aud divided into 6 
Provinces. Theſe: Five Dioceſes made up the laſt 

and the greateſt of the Four Parts of the Empire, 
and was govern d by the PrefetinsPretais 
Quieweir; bas l x1 «Th ide, aue „ am 10 | | 

RAYS | nt EW ni B: iy | . „ 

4 1 9111 13 27 onen io 4 


— 
4 
4 
4 N 
* 
% * . " 
7 l a 
* % 
[ . 22 (? p 
» 1 
* --” » 
+ * 5 1 | 
+ 4 
C > ho 
* * 
59 \ 
ou * 0 A 4 & 4. 
s © 1 * CK [A 

a k * , 

4 * 1 . * 4 

3 1488 . » Yo WEN, (] 

Y # + 4 4 * 
. 4 "Wo 09 


p . 
iin 


Hh 


ror, pag. 285. bis great 
" Moderation, 289. perſecutes| 
tbe Chriftians, 291. bis 
Journey, 292. 'bis Exploits | 
in Britain, 293. his Death, 

530 . 

Emilian, proclaim 4 Emperor 
by the Soldiers, p. 474- his 
Death, 475. 

Agricola, bis Exploits i in Bri- 
tain, p. 237; 238, 239. 
his diſhonourable is 
by Domitian ,- and Re- 


tirement to a pri vate Life, 
241. 


\ DRIAN,, made Ss grip ppa Wi marries 


Of the Principal 


MEN and MATTERS 


"CONTAINED 
fn this Second Vo! LUME of the 
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Julia be Daugbter of Au- | 
guſtus, p. 16. compleats the 
Conqueſt of Spain,19.re -_ 
_ @ Triumph,24. bis Death, 
Alani, make an Irruption 4 
the Empire, p. 2117. 
Albinus, made 5 374. 
proclaimed Emperor, 377. 
his Owverthrow and Dy 
379 
Alexander created Cæſar, p. ; 
420, declared Emperor ,/ 
422. his: Expedition in the 


Eaſt, #33, his. Conqueſts, 


bis Death 
mY 7 496, Anto- 


— — +4 — 


s 
Antoninus Pius, nade Empe-Chæreas, conſpires the Death 
ror, p. 303. his Clemency,| of Caligula, p. 102. i put D 
| 304. his Death, 313. | to Death by Claudius, 106, 
Antoninus Philoſophus, and Chriſt, when born, p. 35. a W 7 
Antoninus Verus, made cißed, 74. 
Emperors, p.314. Verus' Cinna, Grandſon to Pompey, D 
Expedition into the Eaſt ,| conſpires againſt. Auguſtus; 
319. be marries the Daugh-| by whom he is pardon dz and 
ter of Ant. Philoſophus, | declar d Conſul, p. 41. 

20. his Death, 32 3. Ant. Claudius, made Emperor, 
Philoſophus, obtains a mi- p. 105. be governs wel at D 
raculous Victory, 328. bis] firſt, 106. bis Expedition, 
Speech, and Death, 331. 109. and Triumpb, 11o, 

Aurelian , made Emperor, | bis great Fears, 112. mar- 
p. 497. his Expedition into] ries his Niece Agrippina, 


the Eaſt, 499. bis Death,| 118, 50 poyſon'd bim, 128. D. 
„ | | [Commodus made Emperor, | 
_— bs p. 340. be narrowly eſca Ml 
Britain reduced by the Ro-| a Conſpiracy, 345. bis 2 ö 
mans, p. 240. elties, 347. and Lum, Dr 
Britannicus poyſon d by Nero, | 348. bis Death, 351. l 
p- 129. | Conſtantine the Great, nau x 
BB: | Emperor, 540. his Ex. > 
Caligula, made Emperor, dition againſt Maxentins, MW D;: 
p. 8 1. his exceeding Cruelty, 545. whom be defeats, 547. - 
9, 96, 97. his Expedition| ſummons the firſt Genera n 
98. his Death, 102. Council at Nice, 555. pu: 7}, 
Caracally, made Czſar,z78.] his Son Criſpus, and t ; 
made Emperor with bi: Empreſs Fauſta to. Death, 
Brother Geta, 389. kills| 556. removes the Imperia Gal 
his Brother, 394. marries| Seat to Byzantium, 557. tl 


his Mother in Law, 40 1. his Conſtantius Chlorus, mull ;, 


Death, 402. Cæſar, p. 527. bis EM . 
Carus,madeEmperor,p.519.| dition, 528. made Emp*WGz1! 
„ r F212. .-_ ror with Galerius, , 4 
Cenſors; the laſt private Per-| they divide the Empire, 3% «; 


ſons, that bore the Office, | bis Death, 540. fe 


ath „ 404ght EY bout 
put W Dacia conquer d by Trajan, 
06, and made a Province, p.269. 
r: Decebalus, King of Dacia 
ſubdu d by Trajan, p. 269. 
ey, Decius, made Emperor by 
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IN D E X. 


Gallus Trebonianus, Bi; Tira⸗ 


cbery, p. o. made Em- 
peror, 4/2. revives tb 

Seventh general Perſecution, 
473. il Hain with bis Son, 
RO 0! 


us; the Army againſt bis Will, Gerinanicus, adepted by bis 


and p. 465. raiſes the Seventh 
. general Perſecution, 468, the 
manner of bis Deatb, 471. 

Diocleſian, choſen Emperor, 
p. 522. joins Maximian to 
him in the Empire,'525. bis 
Expedition, 527. their Re- 
ſegnation of the Empire, 5 34. 
Domitian made Emperor, 
p. 232. his extravagant 


he is murder'd, 252. 


us, ſuppreſſes the Rhetians, 
P. 24. and the Germans, 
27. his Death, 28. 


_ quiets a Mutiny in Panno- 


legue with his Father, 68. 


the Soldiers in Spain, p. 146. 

confirm d 

ſain, 162, 
Gallienus, made Cæſar, p. 


oppos d by the Thirty Ty- 
' rants, 482. ſlain together 


0. | 


* * 
1 „ 


Druſus, the Son of Tiberius, 
nia, p. FF. is made Col- 
is poyſon'd by bis Wife, 70. 

Galba, Adder Emperor by 


475. and Emperor, 479. Janus, 


Uncle Tiberius, p. 40. be 
refuſes the Empire offer d ly 
the Soldiers, 55. is envi d 
_ by Tiberius, 59.. who re- 
calls bim out of Germany, 
60. his Triumph, G1. be is 


ſent into the Eaſt, 62. where 


be is poyſon d, 64. 


Gordian, with his Son, made 


Emperor in Africk,p.4 46. 


Pride, 24.3. bis Cruelty,247.| he Son ſlain, 448. and ibe 


Father, 449. 


Druſus, be Brother of Tiberi- Gordian junior, made Em- 


peror, 455. his Expedition 
into the Eaſt, 458. be is 
murder d, 461. 

H 5 


Heliogabalus ſets up for Em- 
peror, p. 408. overthrows 


Macrinus and his Son, 409. 

confirm'd Emperor , 410. 
bis Effeminacy, 
murder d by the Soldiers, 

422, : « 


Emperor, 151.| Herod King of Judea, bis 


miſerable Death, p. 38. 


' fourth Time by Octavius, 


p. II. 4 fifth time by the 


with bis Brother Valetian, | ſame, 35 Shut the faut. 


O0 2 iim 


n Y | 


412. be is 


J pw 
bis Temple ſhut "the 


IND Ex. 


| time by Nero, 137. the with bis Son, p. 404. they 
7 — by Veſpaſian, 206. . are both-put to Death, 40g, 
| Jeruſalem, its total Deſtra- Marcellus, the Son of Ofta- 
-.* Fion by Titus, p. 204. re- via, married to Julia, p. It, 
Built h Adrian, 298. bis Death, 13. 
Jews, their great Miſery, p. Marinus 5 droclajns d Empe: 
195. their Rebellion and Ca- ror by bis Army, and ſain, 
lamities under Trajan, 28 1. p. 467. 
their laſt great Dijperfion by| Maximian , made Dioclef. 
Adrian, 300. 13 College i in the Empire, 
Joſephus the Hiſtorian taken| p. 525. bis Expedition, 527 
\ Priſoner by Veſpaſian, to bis Reſignation, 5 34. at- 
| whom be Frets his future tempts to recover bis Digni- 
Advancement, p. 144. .ty, and is bang d, 5 42. 
Julia, Auguſtus: Daughter, Maximinus, made Emperor, 
ns m—_— to Marcellus, p.] p. 440. bis Cruelty, 443, 


l ber ſecond Marriage and Succeſſes, 445. his paſ- 
os — Agrippa, 16. ber fionate | Behaviour, 447. bi 
third with Tiberius, 26. Death; 451. 
ber Eee 5 34- and Mecznas, bis Advice to * 
Death, 56. i guſtus, p. 4. his politick 
Juſtin 3 bis fp Apo- Suggeſtion, 16. bis Death 
logy for the” Chriſtians, p-. and Character, 37. 


. 113. her Lewdneſs, 11 

Licinius = Cæſar by and Death, 117. 

Galerius, p. 543. whom N 

be ſucceeds in the Empire, Nero, 224 Emperor, p. 126 
545. bis wicked Practices, he Covern well at fin, 
FI. be is put ro Dearb, 127. is offended at his M. 
553. | ther 128, poiſons. Britat- 
Livia he Empreſs, ber prudent nicus, 129. bis. bef) 
Advice to Auguſtus, p. 41. Extravagancies, 130. þ 
perſwades bim to adopt ber murders bis Mother, 13% 
Son T warm! ; 49. ber marries Poppæa, and or 
Death, 7 * ede if Wife 5 Octavia,ay 36 
| M ſets Rome on fre, 138 


308. and "rs 321. Meſſalina, ber crvel — 


Macrinus, made Emperor,!. yes the foſt gy i | 
Mun a cui 


7 1 8 
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INDEX. 
ſecution, 139. puts Lucan| Emperor, 163. gains the 
and Seneca to Death, 141. Affection of the People, ibid, 
and Petronius, 142. and bis Army overthrown, 168, 
kills himſelf, 10. Le kills bimſelf, 171: | 
Nerva, made Emperor, p.256. Ovid, baniſhed by Auguſtus, 
Favours theChriſtians, 277. p- 44. 
bis great Clemency, 258. bi“ 1 
wholſom Laws, 260. be a- St. Paul, brought Priſoner to 
dopt: Trajan, 262. avd| Rome, p. 130. put ro 


%, 269. Death, together with St. Pe- 

Niger, proclaim d Emperor] ter, 139. 2 

in Syria, p. 367. bis Over- Perſecution againſt the Gbri- 

gui throw and Death, 376. |. ſtians, the Firſt, p. 139. 
| 5 \ | the Second, 247. the Third, - 

ror, Octavia, Sifter ta. Auguſtus, | 273, 291, 307+. the Fourth, 


443, ber Death, p. 27: 321. the Fifth, 383. the 
pe. Oftavia, Daughter to Clau-| Sixth, 443. the Seventh, 
bit dius, married to Nero, p.] 468, 473. the Eightb,476. 
3 118. by whom- ſhe is kill'd,| the Ninth, 506. the Temb, 
Au- 136. iS OT 532. 3 
lick Octavius Cæſgar, his extra- Pertinax, made Emperor, 
Jeath ordinary Honours decreed p. 354. bu great Danger 
3 the Senate, p. 2. ſhuts the; in Britain and Africk, 355. 
ificer, Wl Temple of Janus, 11, and] . bated by the Soldiers for bis 
114 35. falls dangerouſty ill, 12. ffrict Diſcipline, 358. his 
| refuſes the Dictatorſhip, Clemency, 359. and Death, 
14. be is made Conſul for 361. 4 — 5 ö 
12 Life, 18. ſucceeds Lepidus] Petronius Caius, bis Beba- 
ff in bis Office Pontifex] wiour at bis Death, p. 142. 
s Mi Maximus, 25. reforms the| Philip the Arabian, made 
ritan. Roman Year, 39. adapt: General, p. 459. puts Gor- 
beaſt) Tiberius, 40. bis Speech to dian to Death, 461, made 
Yl. the Equites, 44. bis Death] Emperor, 462. bis Death, 
and Cbaracter, 49. 466. | 
1 Oftorius Publius, bis 4#ion;|Piſo Lucinianus, adopted by 
2,136 in Britain, p. 119. Galba, p. 159. is flain, 162. 
1 Otho, bis Deſigns upon tbe Plutarch! Advice to Trajan, 
1% Empire, p. 157, 159. made] p. 263. 
culio⸗ %) p Pontius 


— 


at Vienne in Gaul, p. 
84. 92 
Poppæa Sabina, ber inſolent 
Adpice to Nero, p. 132. 
married to Nero, 136. 
Probus, made Emperor, p. 
FI. his Expedition, 5 12. 


able Saying concerning bim, 


. 
Revolution, the Firſt great 


pire, p. 144. 
Rhætians, their Cruelty and 
barbarow Manners, p. 2 3. 


107. ſack'd by its own Sub- 
jects, 186. 5 e 
Sarmatz , rheir firſt Irrup- 
tion into the Empire, p. 193. 
overthrown, 242, 
Sejanus, bis Riſe, p. 69. bis 
vile Practices, 71. bis Exe- 
cution, 77. 


by the Soldiers in Germa- 
ny, p. 368. confirm d in the 
Empire, 371. his Expedi- 
tion againſt Niger, 374. 
againſt Albinus, 378. in- 
to the Eaſt, 382. into Bri- 
tain, 387. his Death, 389. 
bis Apotheoſis, 390. 


* 


he ſuppreſſes Bonoſus and 
Proculus, 515. 4 remark- 


Severus, proclaim'd Emperor | 


IN D E X. 
Pontius Pilate kills bimſelf, 


one in the Romiſh Em. 


| 


— 


75. bis. Cruelty, 76. and 


T 


Tacitus, made Emperor, p, 


508. his Death, 5 10. 


Tiberius, marries Julia, Au- 


guſtus ' Daugbter, p. 26, 


bis Retirement, 33. bis Re- 
turn to Rome, 37. be is 


adopted by Auguſtus, 30. 
his Exploits againſt the Ger- 
mans, 43. be it made per- 
petual Tribune, 47. tales 


upon him the Empire, 54. 


his profound Diſſimulation, 


56. be grows gealous of 


Germanicus, 61. whom 
be proc ves to be Poiſon d, 


64. his State Politicks, 67, 
bis Anſwer to the Trojan 
Rome, incredibly populous; p. 


Ambaſſadors, 70. bis ſecond 


Retirement, {% bis great 
8 


Favour to the Chriſtians, 


Death, 79. 


Titus, bis Expedition again 


the Jews, p. 198. his At; 
in that War, 200, to 204. 
bis great Authority during 
bis Father's Reign, 207 
his Expedition againſt the 
Barbarians,2 12. mad: Em- 
peror, 221. the Calumnis 


raisd againſt. bim, 222. 
turn to bis Advantage, ib. 


his memorable Apopbi begm, 


225. the Calamities duriꝶ 


bis Reign, 226, 227. bit 
Death, 231. "= 


% 


* A 


Trajan, 


INDEX. 
Trajan, adopted by Nerva, | 

p p. 262. made Emperor, nemy to Debauchery, 216. 
g 263. bis worthy Admini- his Avarice, 2 17. his Death, 
ſtration, 264. bis famous 220 
Bridge over the Danube, Virgil, his Death, p. 18. 
268. his Conqueſt of Da- | Vitellius, endeavours to make 
cia, 269. bis great Aſſu-| himſelf Emperor, p. 156. 
rance of his own Innocence is declar d Emperor by tbe 
and Integrity, 271. be rai- German Legions, 164. con- 
ſes the Third general Per- firm'd in the Empire, 172. 

ſecution, 273. his great| bis formidable Entry into 
Expedition into the Eaſt, | Rome, 173. bis prodigious 
and Conqueſts, 274, to 281. Gluttony, 175. be offers to 
his Death, 283. reſign the Empire, 184. is 

| V. ſlam, 187. 

Valerian, declar'd Emperor, 
p. 475. made Captive hy Zenobia, ber maſculine Cou- 
Sapores, 478. rage and Conduct, p. 485. 

Veſpaſian, bis Expedition a- ber extraordinary Virtues , 


— —— — 


deration, 215. a pr 


gainſt the Jews, p. 143. 
created Emperor by the 
Eaſtern Legions, 179. con- 
firmed Emperor , 189. he 
builds a Tapi to Peace, 
and ſhuts up that of Ja- 
nus, 206. his Regulations 
in the Army, 207. bis Mo- 


ibid. overt bros the Ro- 
mans, 486. is overthrown 
by Aurelian, 500. ber 
forks Anſwer to bim, 
fol. ſhe is conquer d by 
him, ibid. and led in Tri- 


umph, 594- 
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